
TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- Iran is 
preparing to test a homegrown Co-
vid-19 vaccine in people, Health Min-
ister Saeed Namaki said on Tuesday, 
after a surge in post-lockdown cases of 
the virus sent fatalities to a record high.

“Most animal tests have been 
passed and we will work on clini-
cal trials of the vaccine in humans 
in the very near future,” Saeed Na-
maki said at a pharmaceutical exhi-
bition. Iranian scientists have been 
developing the vaccine for four 
months, he said.

Cases have swelled since the 
government eased lockdown re-
strictions in April, with a record 

162 deaths reported on Monday. 
Laboratories around the world are 
engaged in fast-paced efforts to de-
velop treatments and vaccines for 
the virus.

Iran’s coronavirus epidemic is still 
in its first wave, the government 
said Tuesday as it announced nearly 
150 new deaths a day after report-
ing a record high daily toll.

Official figures have shown a ris-
ing trajectory in new confirmed 
cases since early May, when Iran 
hit a near two-month low in daily 
recorded infections. But officials 
have repeatedly denied the upward 
trend amounts to a second wave.

“The coronavirus is currently 
peaking in border provinces or cit-
ies which did not experience a peak 
in the first months of the outbreak,” 
Health Ministry spokeswoman 
Sima Sadat Lari said Tuesday. 
“Therefore, we’re still witnessing 
the first wave in the country,” she 
said.

Lari said Iran would only have a 
second wave if there was another 
rise in cases in provinces that “had 
a significant peak” when the first 
cases were declared.

She reported 147 new fatalities 
Tuesday, raising overall deaths 
to 10,817. She also raised the 

country’s COVID-19 caseload to 
227,662, with 2,457 new infections 
in the past 24 hours.

Authorities have so far refrained 
from enforcing full lockdowns to 
stop the pandemic’s spread and the 
use of masks and protective equip-
ment has been optional in most ar-
eas.

Iran closed schools, cancelled 
public events and banned move-
ment between its 31 provinces in 
March, but the government gradu-
ally lifted restrictions from April 
to try to reopen its sanctions-hit 
economy.

The increasing virus caseload 
has seen some previously largely 
unscathed provinces classified as 
“red” -- the highest level on Iran’s 
color-coded risk scale -- with au-
thorities allowed to reimpose re-
strictive measures if required.

They include Bushehr, Hormoz-
gan, Kermanshah, Khuzestan, Kho-
rasan Razavi, Kurdistan, and West 
and East Azerbaijan, all located 
along Iran’s borders.

Iran has announced that wearing 
masks will be made mandatory in 
covered public spaces as of next 
week. Authorities have for weeks 
been urging citizens to use protec-
tive equipment.

“Our attempts so far have been to 
avoid entering the second wave” of 
the outbreak, Government spokes-
man Ali Rabiei told a news confer-
ence Tuesday.

“Considering the problems the 
coronavirus has created for the 
economy, we have no choice but to 
try to live healthily in co-existence 
with the virus every day,” he added.

TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- Saudi 
Arabian support for American ef-
forts to extend a UN arms ban on 
Tehran is a “bitter joke”, Iran’s 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Abbas 
Mousavi said on Tuesday.

Saudi, Bahraini and U.S. officials 
on Monday urged the international 
community to extend the UN arms 
embargo, claiming that letting the 
ban expire would allow Tehran to 
destabilize the region. 

Speaking at a news conference 
alongside US Special Representa-
tive for Iran Brian Hook in Riyadh 
on Monday, Saudi Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Adel al-Jubeir 
claimed that Iran would “become 
more ferocious and aggressive” if 
the arms ban were lifted.

“We urge the international com-
munity to extend the embargo on 
selling arms to Iran and on Iran’s 
ability to sell arms to the world,” 
Jubeir said.

Later in the day, Hook traveled to 
Manama, where he issued a joint 
anti-Iran statement with Bahraini 

Foreign Minister Abdullatif bin 
Rashid al-Zayani.

“In recognizing the grave threat 
posed by Iranian arms transfers in 
the region, and in Bahrain specifi-
cally, the United States and Bah-
rain call upon the United Nations 
Security Council to extend the 
arms embargo on Iran before it ex-
pires,” read the statement.

“It is surprising to see states such 
as Saudi Arabia -- itself a source of 
terrorism, extremism and instabil-
ity in the region by providing sup-
port to terrorist groups such as Al-
Qaeda and Daesh for years -- level 
baseless accusations at the Islamic 
Republic, which helped rid the re-
gional countries of the mischief of 
such terror outfits,” Mousavi said. 

“It is a bitter joke that the coun-
tries, which have for more than 
five years shed the blood of thou-
sands of Yemeni people, includ-
ing women and children, support a 
request by the U.S. representative, 
who toured the region (to gather
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MOSCOW/TEHRAN (Dispatches) 
-- The presidents of Russia, Iran and 
Turkey will hold a video conference on 
Wednesday to discuss the conflict in 
Syria, the Kremlin said on Tuesday.

In Syria’s nine-year war, Rus-
sia and Iran are the main foreign 
supporters of President Bashar 
al-Assad’s forces in their battle 
against terrorists, while Turkey 
backs anti-government militants. 
Under a diplomatic process dat-
ing back to 2017, they agreed to 
work to de-escalate fighting.

Wednesday’s talks between 
Vladimir Putin, Hassan Rou-
hani and Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
were scheduled for around 1100 
GMT, the Kremlin said.

Turkey and Russia agreed in 
March to halt hostilities in north-
west Syria’s Idlib region.  

Two weeks ago, Russia and 
Turkey postponed bilateral min-
isterial-level talks which were 
expected to focus on Syria and 
Libya, another country where 
they support opposing sides.

In a post on his Twitter ac-

count on Tuesday, the Iranian 
presidential office’s deputy chief 
for communications and onfor-
mation Alireza Moezi said the 
three presidents would “discuss 
regional and international devel-
opments pertaining to Syria.”

Earlier this month, Iranian For-
eign Minister Muhammad Javad 
Zarif said the presidential meet-
ing would be held to facilitate 
peace in Syria within the frame-
work of the Astana peace pro-
cess.

Syria is currently hamstrung 
between the foreign-backed ter-
rorism and the escalating coror-
navirus outbreak amid a U.S. 
sanctions regime. 

The United States imposed 
its most brutal sanctions ever 
against Syria to choke off the 
country’s revenue and stop its 
advances against foreign-backed 
terrorists.

The toughest round of sanc-
tions comes at a time when Syria 
is grappling with an economic 
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Pompeo Urges UN to Extend Iran Arms Embargo 

NEW YORK (Dispatches) -- U.S. Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo pushed the UN Security Coun-
cil on Tuesday to indefinitely extend an arms em-
bargo on Iran before it expires in October.

Earlier this month, the United States circulated a 
draft resolution on the measure to the 15-member 
council, but council veto-powers Russia and China 
have already signaled their opposition to the move.
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Terrorist Group Targets IRGC Vehicles 
TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- A roadside bomb hit two Is-

lamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) vehicles in south-
east Iran, the official IRIB news agency reported, citing a 
parliamentarian from the region.

A local IRGC commander was wounded in the explo-
sion in Sistan and Baluchistan province, Fadahossein 
Maleki, a parliamentarian from the city of Zahedan in 
Sistan and Baluchistan province, told IRIB. He said the 
so-called Jaish al-Adl terrorist group had issued a state-
ment taking responsibility for the attack.  

‘Bitter Joke’: Riyadh Backs 
Extending Iran Arms Ban 

This file photo shows researchers at the Pasteur Institute of Iran, Tehran.

Presidents of Iran, Russia, 
Turkey to Discuss Syria

WASHINGTON (Dispatch-
es) -- President Donald Trump, 
again accentuating racial ten-
sions in America, on Monday 
posted a video showing a Mis-
souri couple brandishing guns 
towards protesters who were 
calling for police reforms.

Without comment, Trump 
retweeted an ABC News vid-
eo showing a white couple re-
sponding to Black and white 
protesters marching past their 
St. Louis mansion. In the 
video and others on social 
media, some protesters can be 
seen pausing to film or photo-
graph the couple, while others 
can be heard to shout, “Keep 
moving!” and “Let’s go!”

Mark McCloskey, 63, who 
lives in the mansion with his 
wife, Patricia McCloskey, 
said they feared for their lives 
and that protesters damaged 
a wrought-iron gate at an en-
trance to the wealthy neigh-
borhood. Both are personal-
injury lawyers.

“This is all private property,” 
he said in an interview with 
KMOV4 local news. “There 
are no public sidewalks or 
public streets. I was terrified 
that we’d be murdered within 
seconds, our house would be 
burned down, our pets would 
be killed. We were all alone 
facing an angry mob.”

Kimberly Gardner, the city’s 
chief prosecutor, said she was 
alarmed by the videos and that 
her office was investigating.

“We must protect the right 
to peacefully protest, and any 
attempt to chill it through in-
timidation or threat of deadly 
force will not be tolerated,” 
she said in a statement.

The protesters had been 
heading to the home of St. 
Louis Mayor Lyda Krewson 
to demand her resignation af-
ter she read out the names and 
addresses of people calling 
for police reform in a Face-
book Live event last week. 
Krewson apologized and took 
the video down.

On Sunday, Trump drew 
swift condemnation for 
retweeting video of a Florida 
supporter shouting “white 
power,” a phrase used by 
white supremacist groups, 
and later deleted it. The White 
House said Trump had not 
heard the slogan.

Trump also blasted Princ-
eton University’s weekend 
announcement that it was 
removing former U.S. Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson’s name 
from its schools over his rac-
ist remarks and policies.

“Incredible stupidity!” 
Trump tweeted.

Opinion polls show the Re-

publican Trump trailing his 
likely Democratic rival in the 
Nov. 3 election, former Vice 
President Joe Biden, and an 
increasing number of Ameri-
cans sympathizing with pro-
testers and support policing 
reforms.

The Princeton decision is 
part of a sweeping reassess-
ment of historical icons and 
monikers amid growing calls 
for racial justice following 
the killing of Black Ameri-
cans, including George Floyd, 
whose death under the knee of 
a white police officer roused 
world protests.

Critics have highlighted 
Trump’s hostile response to 
protests against racial injus-
tice and actions like Princ-
eton’s, even as Mississippi on 
Sunday voted to remove the 
Confederate flag symbol from 
its state flag, Walmart stopped 
selling the Confederate flag, 
and NASCAR banned the 
Civil War-era symbol.

Twitch Suspends Trump’s 
Campaign Account 

Twitch, the popular video 
game streaming website, 
on Monday announced that 
Trump’s Team Trump cam-
paign account has been tem-
porarily suspended for “hate-
ful conduct.”

“Hateful conduct is not al-
lowed on Twitch. In line 
with our policies, President 
Trump’s channel has been is-
sued a temporary suspension 
from Twitch for comments 
made on stream, and the of-
fending content has been re-
moved,” the company said in 
a statement.

Twitch’s decision to suspend 
Trump’s campaign account 
comes after clips from a 2016 
campaign rally, as well as the 
president’s recent Tulsa rally, 
were shared on the platform.

The 2016 video was flagged 
for Trump’s racist remarks 
about Mexican immigrants. 
“When Mexico sends its 
people, they’re not sending 
their best. They’re not send-
ing you. They’re not sending 
you. They’re sending people 
that have lots of problems, 
and their bringing those prob-
lems with us,” Trump says in 
the footage. “They’re bring-
ing drugs. They’re bringing 
crime. They’re rapists. And 
some, I assume, are good 
people. But I speak to the 
border guards and they tell 
us what we’re getting. And it 
only makes common sense. It 
only makes common sense. 
They’re sending us not the 
right people.”

Trump Retweets Video of 
Guns Pointed at Protesters 
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