
TEHRAN (Press TV) -- Iran’s 
Parliament Speaker Muhammad-
Baqer Qalibaf said on Sunday nego-
tiations with the U.S. are “harmful 
and strictly forbidden,” stressing 
that resistance is the only way to pro-
tect the country’s rights and dignity. 

Addressing an open session of 
parliament, Qalibaf stressed that 
any dialogue should take place 
from the position of power by rely-
ing on the strong will of the Iranian 
people.

“The fact is we are not against di-
plomacy and talks, but we believe 
that negotiations with the U.S. are 
absolutely harmful and forbidden,” 

he said.
His remarks came in the wake of 

an anti-Iran resolution passed by 
the Board of Governors at the UN’s 
nuclear agency on Friday, which 
brought the U.S. closer to its goal 
of killing a 2015 nuclear agreement 
with Tehran.

“In the past few days, Western 
countries especially the U.S. and 
some European countries once 
again showed their unreliable and 
hostile nature to the Iranian nation 
and proved for the umpteenth time 
that to protect the rights and dignity 
of the Iranian nation and guarantee 
its progress, there is no way other 

than smart resistance and revolu-
tionary wisdom,” Qalibaf said.  

The Trump administration exited 
the nuclear deal in 2018. While 
the Europeans vowed to salvage it, 
they did little against repeated U.S. 
measures which reduced Iran’s 
benefits from the agreement to al-
most nothing.

On Saturday, President Donald 
Trump repeated his call for a new 
deal with Iran, hypothesizing that 
Tehran was waiting to see him lose 
the election.

“But when I win, you’re going to 
pay a much higher price than if you 
made a deal now,” he was quoted 

as saying in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
The U.S. is currently working to 

extend a UN-imposed arms embar-
go due to expire in October under 
Tehran’s nuclear deal.

As signatories of the nuclear deal, 
the Europeans have said since the 
U.S. has already withdrawn from 
the agreement with Iran, it can’t 
now use its former membership of 
the pact to try to impose a perma-
nent arms embargo on the Islamic 
Republic.

However, the Friday resolution 
drafted by France, Britain and Ger-
many, calling on Tehran to provide 
inspectors from the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
with access to two sites in Iran, 
increased the Islamic Republic dis-
trust of the bloc. 

The sites in question are not di-
rectly relevant to Iran’s current 
nuclear program. Moreover, the 
IAEA has said it still has the access 
it needs to inspect Iran’s declared 
nuclear facilities, as per its man-
date under the nuclear deal.

Iranian officials say the agency’s 
request to visit the two sites is 
based on fabricated information 
supplied by Israel and pressure 
from the US government. 

Kazem Gharibabadi, Iran’s per-
manent representative to Vienna-
based international organizations, 
said on Saturday that the EU and 
the IAEA have been caught in a 
“trap set by the U.S. and Israeli re-
gimes”.

The new resolution “will neither 
encourage Iran to grant access to 
the Agency based on fabricated and
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TULSA, Okla. (Dispatches) – 
U.S. President Donald Trump’s at-
tempt to revive his re-election cam-
paign sputtered badly on Saturday 
night as he traveled to Tulsa for his 
first mass rally in months and found 
a far smaller crowd than his aides 
had promised him, then delivered 
a disjointed speech that did not ad-
dress the multiple crises facing the 
nation or scandals battering him in 
Washington.

The weakness of Trump’s draw-
ing power and political skills, in 
a state that voted for him over-
whelmingly and in a format that he 
favors, raised new questions about 
his electoral prospects for a second 
term at a time when his poll num-
bers were already falling. And rath-
er than speak to the wide cross-sec-
tion of Americans who say they are 
concerned about police violence 
and systemic racism, he continued 
to use racist language, describing 
the coronavirus as “Kung Flu.”

While the president’s campaign 
had claimed that more than a mil-
lion people had sought tickets for 
the rally, the 19,000-seat BOK 
Center was at least one-third emp-
ty during the rally, the New York 
Times reported. A second, outdoor 
venue was so sparsely attended 
that he and Vice President Mike 
Pence both canceled appearances 
there, it added.

Tim Murtaugh, a spokesman 
for the Trump campaign, falsely 
blamed the small numbers on “rad-
ical protesters” and the news media 
who he said had frightened away 
supporters. But there were few 
protests in the area and no sizable 
effort to block entrances, and there 
was a strong security presence.

Trump was furious about the un-
used outdoor stage and the compar-
atively thin crowd in the stadium, 
according to two people familiar 
with his reaction. News broadcasts 
carried video of the partially empty 

stadium, and even the Drudge Re-
port, a reliably conservative web-
site, carried an all-caps headline 
that said “MAGA LESS MEGA” 
with a picture of rows and rows of 
empty blue seats.

The disappointing turnout came 
as Trump already found himself 
under siege about his sudden firing 
of the U.S. attorney in Manhattan 
and his losing legal battle over the 
release of a memoir full of damag-
ing revelations by John Bolton, his 
former national security adviser. 
And in Tulsa, Trump faced criti-
cism for ignoring pleas from of-
ficials about health risks to rally-
goers and for restarting his “Make 
America Great Again!” rallies in 
a city where a white mob massa-
cred hundreds of black residents 99 
years ago.

In rambling, grievance-filled re-
marks, Trump made no reference 
to the Tulsa massacre of 1921 or to
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TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- 
Iran’s top security official said 
Sunday enemies of Iran and Af-
ghanistan are trying to take ad-
vantage of a recent incident along 
the two countries’ joint border to 
scuttle friendly relations between 
them. 

Secretary of Iran’s Supreme 
National Security Council Ali 
Shamkhani met Afghanistan’s 
acting foreign minister Muham-
mad Hanif Atmar who arrived 
here for a two-day visit to dis-
cuss bilateral relations and mat-
ters of mutual interest.

Shamkhani touched on the 
drowning of several Afghans in 
a border river, saying “while our 
police force has played no role 
in such incidents, undocument-
ed media attacks against Iran by 
some Afghan officials and me-
dia outlets are both surprising 
and cause of regret”.

“There is solid evidence to re-
fute allegations against Iran in 

this regard,” Shamkhani said.
Iran’s top security official 

also touched on U.S. policies to 
make the region tense and inse-
cure.

“After facing shameful fiascos 
in Syria and Iraq following the 
fall of Daesh, the enemies of 
Muslim nations are pursuing a 
new plan by targeting good rela-
tions between Iran and Afghani-
stan to prevent further solidarity 
and friendship between the two 
nations,” he said. 

Iran has provided full support 
to the Afghan people, particu-
larly more than three million 
immigrants, over the past 40 
years, he said, adding the Ira-
nian government and nation will 
continue to support Afghans.

Shamkhani underlined the 
importance of finalizing a com-
prehensive cooperation agree-
ment between the two countries, 
saying the strategic document 
would lead to major develop-

ments in their relations and fur-
ther strengthen historical bonds 
between them. 

Atmar, for his part, hailed 
Iran’s all-out support for the 
Afghan government and nation, 
saying Kabul is determined to 
further expand relations with 
Tehran.

He also regretted “certain un-
savory measures” taken by the 
ill-wishers of the two countries 
as he called on the two countries 
to settle their issues through dia-
log.

“We stress the need for resolv-
ing issues that exist between the 
two countries through dialogue 
and tolerance, and condemn any 
negative statements and actions 
against the Islamic Republic of 
Iran,” he said.

Atmar said one of the Afghan 
government’s foreign policy 
priorities is to continue cordial 
relations with Iran, stressing that
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Iran Urges Answers About Judge’s Death
TEHRAN (Press TV) -- Iran’s Foreign Ministry on Sunday in-

vited the Romanian ambassador to Tehran, urging immediate ac-
tion from the Romanian authorities to clarify the cause of death of 
a fugitive Iranian judge in Bucharest. Director General for Con-
sular Affairs at Iran’s Foreign Ministry Ali Asghar Muhammadi 
invited Romanian Ambassador to Tehran, Cristian Teodorescu, to 
the ministry over the death of Gholamreza Mansouri, an Iranian 
citizen and judge, the ministry said in a statement. Muhammadi 
gave the Romanian envoy an official note, demanding immediate 
action of the relevant Romanian authorities to investigate and an-
nounce the cause of death of the Iranian judge. 
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Trump’s Son Calls Protesters ‘Animals’ 
WASHINGTON (Dispatches) – U.S. President Donald 

Trump’s son, Eric, has labeled Black Lives Matter protest-
ers “animals” at one of his father’s campaign rallies in 
the U.S. state of Oklahoma.

“We’re going to keep the moral fabric of this country, 
because when you watch the nonsense on TV, when you 
see these animals literally taking over our cities, burning 
down churches, this isn’t America. That’s not what Ameri-
cans do,” the 36-year-old said at the sparsely-attended 
rally in Tulsa on Saturday.   

Trump Goes on Angry Racist Rant 
at Fizzled Rally  

This cartoon published in the British daily the Sun shows the German Chancellor Angela Merkel (C), 
UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson (R) and French President Emmanuel Macron, with the caption 

reading: Merkel and Macron think bumbling Boris will fall for their cunning plan.

Afghanistan, Iran Discuss Finalizing 
Strategic Agreement 

TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- The 
commander of the Islamic Revo-
lution Guards Corps (IRGC) 
said Sunday the enemies will no 
longer consider launching a mili-
tary war against Iran.

“The reason a military war is 
not the enemy’s recipe in order 
to achieve a political advantage 
is Iran’s readiness, the growth 
of its defensive power and the 
credibility of this power,” Ma-
jor General Hussein Salami 
said. 

Nevertheless, “the enemies 
will not stop plotting and mali-
cious practices,” he said, adding 
they consider Iran the inspiring 
source that generates awareness 
and mobilizes energies.

Iran’s enemies now seek 
to punish the Iranian people 
through sanctions and bring 
about a regime change in the 
country, Salami said. 

“Today, we live in the heat of 
an all-out war with the enemy 
which is targeting the economy 
and life of the Iranians.”

The general also said the Ira-
nian revolution is gradually ex-
panding and taking on greater 
depth.

Lebanon’s Hezbollah on Sat-
urday released a video, saying 
it has the capability to hit any-
where in the occupied Palestin-
ian territories with its precision-
guided missiles.

In the video clip released via 
social media, coordinates of Is-
rael targets across the occupied 
territories are displayed on the 
screen as audio clips of Hezbol-
lah chief Sayyed Hassan Nas-
rallah warn to rain down mis-
siles on them.

“Today, we can not only hit 
the city of Tel Aviv but also 
very precise targets within Tel 
Aviv,” Nasrallah can be heard 
saying.  “We can also hurt any-
where within occupied Pales-
tine,” he adds.

At the end of the video, text 
in Hebrew and Arabic appears 
saying, “Whatever you do to 
block the way — it’s already 
over and done with.”

The Times of Israel daily said 
the occupying regime feared 
in a future war, the Lebanese 
movement could use a barrage 
of precision missiles to attack 
sensitive facilities.

Hezbollah was formed in the 
early 1980s to counter Israel, 
which occupied southern Leba-
non following the 1982 First 
Lebanon War. It forced the oc-
cupying regime to withdraw in 
2000, dealing a serious blow to 
the Zionist myth of invincibil-
ity.

Over the years, the movement 
has turned from a small guer-
rilla outfit into a powerful resis-
tance organization.
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