
Dear youngsters, could you 
answer the following ques-
tions.

1. Sometimes I fly as 
fast as the speed of light. Some-
time I crawl as slow as a snail. 
Unknown until I am measured 
but you will certainly miss me 
when I’m gone. What am I? 

2. I have roots nobody 
sees. I am taller than trees. Up, 
up I go but I never grow. What 
am I? 

3. I am a ship that can 
be made to ride the greatest 
waves. I am not built by ob-
jects, but built by minds. What 
am I? 

4. I have a mouth on my 
head and eat everything. What 
am I? 

5. I do not have eyes but 
I once could see. I used to have 
thoughts but now I’m empty. 
What am I? 

6. I get paid to shoot 
people, then blow them up. 
What am I? 

Answers to last week ques-
tions:

1. Net
2. Piano
3. Glove
4. Wind
5. Ice
6. Dozens
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Salaam dear young friends and heartiest congratulations to 
you on the eve of a very blessed occasion.

We are on the threshold of the auspicious 13th of Rajab 
when the Holy Ka’ba, that Symbolic House of God Al-
mighty, came alive with the birth in its sacred precincts of the 
noblest person among the human race, after Prophet Muham-
mad (SAWA).

As you know, the One and Only Commander of the Faithful, 
Imam Ali ibn Abi Taleb (AS), does not require any introduc-
tion. Anyone claiming to be ignorant of him is fully ignorant 
of all realities of life, let alone the facts of faith.

His personality is the guiding spirit behind the success of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran over the past 42 years, and has 
inspired people all over the world to resist against tyranny. 
Examples in this regard are the people of Lebanon, Palestine, 
Iraq, Syria, Yemen, Bahrain, Arabia, Nigeria, and other plac-
es, who are ready to court martyrdom and endure sufferings, 
without yielding to the tyrannical powers that have imposed 
war and sanctions upon them.  

Imam Ali (AS) offers the finest example of a person who did 
not pursue power even when he knew it to be his right (and 
was offered support to make a bid for it after the scandalous 
event of Saqifah Bani Sa’dah). Later, he took up the reins of 
caliphate because of the acute necessity of the times and his 
own responsibility in this regard, in view of his primordial 
position in Islam. If circumstances had not warranted it, he 
would never have agreed to become the caliph. This sense 
of responsibility of the Imam was misinterpreted by persons 
who were greedy for power themselves, as power mongering. 
In his own words it is clear how he viewed his commitment 
to the commandments of God and what he felt about merely 
clinging to power and leadership:

“By Allah, I shall not be like the badger, which feigns sleep 
on continuous (sound of) stone-throwing till he who is in 
search of it finds it or he who is on the lockout for it overpow-
ers it. Rather I shall ever strike the deviators from truth with 
the help of those who advance towards it, and the sinners and 
doubters with the help of those who listen to me and obey, 
till my day (of death) comes. By Allah I have been continu-
ally deprived of my right from the day the Prophet (SAWA) 
passed away till today.”

That was a passage from Sermon 6 of the famous book Nahj 
al-Balagha (Highroad of Eloquence) that contains several 
sermons, letters and aphorisms of the cousin, ward, son-in-
law, and divinely-designated vicegerent of Prophet Muham-
mad (SAWA).

Do read this wonderful book dear youngsters, since it opens 
us the vistas of wisdom. Once you read it and contemplate 
upon its dynamism, you will begin to discover the essence of 
faith, and will be better able to understand the timeless wis-
dom of God’s Revealed Word, the Holy Qur’an.

Be safe, stay at home and please follow the health protocols 
for your own safety. God bless you and goodbye until we 
meet again next week.

Heartiest Congratulations

JOKES
A man comes home after being out all night. When he arrives home his wife is glaring at him. She asks 

him, “Why did you decide to show up at 6 in the morning?”
The man stumbles a bit, and replies “I want some breakfast.”

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A wife texts her husband while he is at work saying “Windows frozen.”
He responds “Pour some room temperature water over it.”
She texts him “No longer frozen, computers dead.”

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bahman has tried out for every school play since 2nd grade and he finally gets a part. He rushes home 
and yells to his father, “I got a part! I got a part!”

His dad asks him, “Oh yeah? Who do you play?”
His son replies, “I play a man who’s been married for 30 years with 4 children.”
The father says, “Oh, I’m sorry son. Maybe next time you’ll get a speaking part.”

Send your jokes. Heard any 

jokes lately? Well, try and make 

us laugh too!  

Don’t hesitate! Mail it to us. 

Kayhan International address: 

Ferdowsi St., Shahid 

Shahcheraghi Alley, Tehran. 

The Tortoise and the Birds
A Tortoise desired to 

change its place of res-
idence, so he asked an 
Eagle to carry him to 
his new home, promis-
ing her a rich reward 
for her trouble.

The Eagle agreed and 
seizing the Tortoise by 
the shell with her tal-
ons soared aloft.

On their way they 
met a Crow, who said to the Eagle: “Tortoise is good eating.”

“The shell is too hard,” said the Eagle in reply.
“The rocks will soon crack the shell,” was the Crow’s answer; and 

the Eagle, taking the hint, let fall the Tortoise on a sharp rock, and the 
two birds made a hearty meal of the Tortoise.

MORAL: “Never soar aloft on an enemy’s pinions”

RIDDLES

Imam Ali (AS)
“People perish due to two things—fear of poverty and seeking of pride.”


