
TEHRAN (Press TV) -- Two 
massive Iranian petroleum projects 
with an investment of $2.7 billion 
came online Monday in a fresh blow 
to U.S. sanctions targeting the coun-
try’s energy sector.

President Hassan Rouhani used 
a video conference call to inaugu-
rate the project located in oil-rich 
regions in the west and south of 
the country.

Rouhani’s website said the gov-
ernment had spent 1.441 billion 
euros ($1.74 billion) to ramp up 
oil production in Azar oil field, a 

reserve Iran shares with neighbor-
ing Iraq, to 65,000 barrels per day.

Iranian engineers have carried 
out the bulk of the development 
work in Azar, located in the prov-
ince of Ilam, where operations had 
stalled in recent years because of 
U.S. sanctions on Iran.

Rouhani hailed Iranian engineers 
and technicians for successfully 
drilling oil wells in Azar that some 
of them had a depth of 4,800 meters.

The Iranian president also inau-
gurated a privately-owned petro-
chemical and refinery complex 

located in the province of Bushehr 
on the Persian Gulf coast. 

The facility enables Iran to in-
crease its petrochemical feedstock 
production capacity by 2.5 million 
tons per year.

The two projects will create over 
1,400 permanent jobs, mostly for 
local people, according to Rou-
hani’s website.

Rouhani also ordered the start 
of construction works for Kian 
Petrochemicals, a giant plant in 
Bushehr for which around $4.12 
billion will be invested by private 

owners.
The Iranian government has 

spent heavily to build up down-
stream petroleum industries in ar-
eas near the South Pars gas field, 
the world’s largest gas reserve 
which is located in the Persian 
Gulf and is shared between Iran 
and Qatar.

Iran is currently extracting over 
750 million cubic meters per 
day of natural gas from the field, 
the bulk of which is supplied to 
households and businesses and the 
rest in fed into refineries and pet-
rochemical plants.

Rouhani said the world and the 
United States will finally have to 
lift the unjust sanctions that have 
been imposed on the Iranian na-
tion and submit to its will.

“I am certain that the world and 
the United States will have to kneel 
before this great nation’s will and 
lift unjust sanctions,” he said. 

Referring to the failure of the 
U.S. policy of exerting “maximum 
pressure” on Iran under former 
president Donald Trump, he said, 
“That butcher and murderer has 
fallen now and the new American 
administration has so far admitted 
on four occasions that the maxi-
mum pressure of the previous ad-
ministration was wrong.”

“This is our greatest achievement 
in history,” Rouhani said, adding, 
“Thanks to steadfastness of our 
nation, those who imposed these 
sanctions on us now confess that 
sanctions and pressure have been 
to no avail.” 

Yemeni Forces Down Saudi Drone in Hudaydah 

SANAA (Dispatches) -- Yemeni army forces, backed 
by allied fighters from the Popular Committees, on 
Monday intercepted and targeted an unmanned aerial 
vehicle belonging to the Saudi-led military coalition 
as it was flying in the skies over the country’s strategic 
western province of Hudaydah.

The media bureau of Yemen’s Houthi Ansarullah 
movement announced in a statement that Yemeni air 
defense forces and their allies shot down the armed 
drone over Hays district on Monday evening.
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Syria Again Writes to UN Over Zionist Airstrikes 

DAMASCUS (Dispatches) -- Syria on Monday 
called on the United Nations Security Council to con-
demn Israeli attacks on its territory, urging the world 
body to act decisively to stop the regime.

In a letter addressed to the UN Security Council on 
Monday, Syria’s Foreign and Expatriates Ministry 
urged the body to hold the Tel Aviv regime account-
able for the attacks, hours after Syria’s air defenses 
intercepted Israeli missiles coming from the direction 
of the occupied Golan Heights.

A billboard marking the operation of Azar oil field is shown on March 1, 2021. 

VIENNA (Dispatches) -- 
Britain, France and Germany 
were pressing ahead Monday 
with a U.S.-backed plan for a 
resolution by the UN nuclear 
agency’s board criticizing Iran 
for curbing cooperation with 
the agency, despite Russian 
and Iranian warnings of seri-
ous consequences.

The International Atomic 
Energy Agency’s 35-nation 
Board of Governors is hold-
ing a quarterly meeting this 
week against the backdrop 
of faltering efforts to revive 
Iran’s nuclear deal with ma-
jor powers now that U.S. 
President Joe Biden is in of-
fice.

Iran has recently scaled 
down its compliance with 
the 2015 deal in response to 
the U.S. withdrawal from the 
deal in 2018 and the reimpo-
sition of U.S. sanctions that 
had been lifted under it.

The latest remedial measure 
was taken last week, ending 
extra inspection and monitor-
ing measures introduced by 
the deal, including the permit 
voluntarily given to the IAEA 
to carry out snap inspections 
at Iranian facilities.

The three European powers, 
all parties to the 2015 deal, 
circulated a draft resolution 
for the Vienna meeting voic-
ing “serious concern” at Iran’s 
reduced cooperation and urg-
ing Iran to reverse its steps.

The draft, sent to IAEA 
board members and obtained 
by Reuters, also expressed 
“deep concern” at Iran’s alled 
failure to explain uranium 
particles found at three old 
sites, including two that the 
IAEA first reported on last 
week.

Iran has bristled at the pros-
pect of the resolution, threat-
ening to cancel a deal struck 
a week ago with the IAEA to 
temporarily continue many 
of the monitoring measures it 
had decided to end - a black-
box-type arrangement valid 
for up to three months.

“We have provided the nec-
essary explanations about 
these conditions to all mem-
bers of the Board of Gover-
nors. We hope that reason 
will prevail, and if that does 
not happen, we have options 
to take,” Foreign Minister 
Muhammad Javad Zarif said 
on Monday.

Zarif said the anti-Iran reso-
lution would make a mess of 
the status quo with regard to 
the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA) – a land-
mark nuclear agreement Iran 
signed with the U.S., Russia, 
China, France, Germany and 
Britain.

“The Europeans triggered a 
wrong move with the backing 
of the U.S. at the IAEA Board 
of Governors. We think the 
move will make a mess of the 
situation,” Zarif said.

It was unclear how many 
countries would support a 
resolution. In a position pa-
per before Iran’s announce-
ment, Russia warned that a 
resolution could hurt efforts 
to revive the nuclear deal and 
that it would oppose it.

“Adoption of the resolution 
will not help the political pro-
cess of returning to the nor-
mal comprehensive imple-
mentation of the JCPOA,” 
Russia’s note to member 
states said.

“On the contrary it will 
hugely complicate those ef-
forts undermining the pros-
pects for the restoration of 
the JCPOA and for normal 
cooperation between Iran and 
the Agency.”

Asked about the tussle, 
IAEA Director-General Ra-
fael Grossi said he did not 
want anything to jeopardize 
his inspectors’ work in the Is-
lamic Republic.

What I hope is that the work 
of the agency will be pre-
served. This is essential,” he 
told a news conference.

“The inspection work of the 
IAEA should not be put in the 
middle of a negotiating table 
as a bargaining chip.” 

IAEA Board Submits to U.S. 
Despite Iran’s Warning
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Iran Opens Petroleum Projects Worth $2.7 Billion

LONDON (Dispatches) -- The former head 
of Strategic Command, General Sir Richard 
Barrons, has made an astonishing admission 
about the UK’s lack of resilience in the face of 
a hybrid attack by a determined and capable 
foe.

Speaking to the Grey Zone – a podcast 
produced by Sky News journalists – Gen-
eral Barrons admitted the UK is weaker than 
some of its main state adversaries in hybrid 
warfare, which involves a combination of 
conventional missile strikes, cyber and so-
cial media offensives.

General Barrons said the use of “long-
range precision conventional high explosive 
missiles targeted at critical national infra-
structure” combined with cyber attacks on 
the same targets and “amplified through so-
cial media to cause mass concern amongst 
the civil population” could quickly break the 
UK’s will.

He went on to claim that just two weeks 
of missile and cyber attacks combined with 
“social media messaging saying it [the at-
tacks] will get worse” could “deplete” the 
UK’s will to resist.

General Barrons was speaking to the eighth 
episode of the Grey Zone entitled: “When 

the Grey Zone Becomes a War Zone”.
UK Strategic Command – formerly known 

as Joint Forces Command – is effectively 
the strategic brain of the British armed 
forces and to that end it is at the forefront 
of overseeing the development of new mili-
tary technologies in the cyber and space do-
mains.

General Barrons’ successor as head of 
Strategic Command, General Sir Patrick 
Sanders, claimed last September that the UK 
has developed cyber weapons to “degrade, 
disrupt and even destroy” the critical nation-
al infrastructure and capabilities of nation-
states opposed to British foreign policy. 

At around the same time, the Chief of 
the General Staff (the professional head of 
the army), General Mark Carleton-Smith, 
claimed that in the “near future” British sol-
diers will be operating alongside “robots” as 
part of a broader transformation of army ca-
pabilities and priorities.

These statements came on the heels of a 
request by the head of British military in-
telligence, General Jim Hockenhull, for the 
government to direct more funding toward 
emerging specialist areas, notably “artificial
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VATICAN CITY (Dispatches) — Infec-
tious disease experts are expressing concern 
about Pope Francis’ upcoming trip to Iraq, 
given a sharp rise in coronavirus infections 
there, a fragile health care system and the 
unavoidable likelihood that some people 
will crowd to see him.

No one wants to tell Francis to call it off, 
and the Iraqi government has every inter-
est in showing off its relative stability by 
welcoming the first pope to the birthplace 
of Abraham.  

But from a purely epidemiological 
standpoint, as well as the public health 
message it sends, a papal trip to Iraq amid 
a global pandemic is not advisable, health 
experts say.

Their concerns were reinforced with the 
news Sunday that the Vatican ambassador 
to Iraq, the main point person for the trip 
who would have escorted Francis to all 
his appointments, tested positive for CO-
VID-19 and was self-isolating.

Beyond his case, experts note that wars, 
economic crises and an exodus of Iraqi 
professionals have devastated the coun-
try’s hospital system, while studies show 
most of Iraq’s new COVID-19 infections 
are the highly-contagious variant first 
identified in Britain.

“I just don’t think it’s a good idea,” said 

Dr. Navid Madani, virologist and found-
ing director of the Center for Science 
Health Education in the Middle East and 
North Africa at Harvard Medical School’s 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute.

The Iranian-born Madani co-authored 
an article in The Lancet last year on the 
region’s uneven response to COVID-19, 
noting that Iraq, Syria and Yemen were 
poorly placed to cope, given they are still 
struggling with extremist insurgencies 
and have 40 million people who need hu-
manitarian aid.

“This could potentially lead to unsafe or 
superspreading risks,” she said.

Dr. Bharat Pankhania, an infectious dis-
ease control expert at the University of 
Exeter College of Medicine, concurred.

“It’s a perfect storm for generating lots 
of cases which you won’t be able to deal 
with,” he said.

He questioned the optics of the Vatican 
delegation being inoculated while the 
Iraqis are not, and noted that Iraqis would 
only take such risks to go to those events 
because the pope was there.

In words addressed to Vatican officials 
and the media, he said: “You are all pro-
tected from severe disease. So if you get 
infected, you’re not going to die. But the
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