
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — North 
Korea on Tuesday repeated its asser-
tions that the Trump administration is 
running out of time to salvage nuclear 
negotiations, saying it’s entirely up 
to the United States to choose what 
“Christmas gift” it gets from the North.

The statement, attributed to a senior 
diplomat, came as North Korea contin-
ues to dial up pressure on Washington 
and Seoul ahead of leader Kim Jong Un’s 
end-of-year deadline for the U.S. to offer 
mutually acceptable terms for a deal.

Negotiations have faltered since a Feb-
ruary summit between Kim and Presi-
dent Donald Trump broke down after the 
U.S. rejected North Korean demands for 
broad sanctions relief in exchange for a 
partial surrender of its nuclear capabili-
ties.

Working-level talks held in Sweden in 
October broke down over what the North 
Koreans described as the Americans’ “old 
stance and attitude.”

Ri Thae Song, a vice foreign minister 
handling U.S. affairs, accused Washing-
ton of repeating talk offers aimed at buy-
ing time without offering real solutions. 
In comments reported by state media, 
Ri reiterated earlier North Korean state-
ments that the country has no intention to 
continue the nuclear diplomacy unless it 
gets something substantial in return.

“The dialogue touted by the U.S. is, 

in essence, nothing but a foolish trick 
hatched to keep the DPRK bound to dia-
logue and use it in favor of the political 
situation and election in the U.S.,” Ri 
said, referring to North Korea by its for-
mal name, the Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea.

“What is left to be done now is the U.S. 
option and it is entirely up to the U.S. 
what Christmas gift it will select to get,” 
Ri said.

Kim has said he would seek a “new 
path” if the United States persists with 
sanctions and pressure. The North has 
tested a series of new solid-fuel missile 
systems in recent months, which experts 
say potentially expands its ability to 
strike targets in South Korea and Japan. It 
has also threatened to lift a self-imposed 
moratorium on nuclear and long-range 
missile tests and resume launches over 
Japan.

Kim and Trump exchanged crude in-
sults and war threats amid a provocative 
run in North Korean nuclear and mis-
sile tests in 2017, but both leaders have 
described their personal relationship as 
good since they began their high-stakes 
nuclear summitry in 2018.

After the North tested its first intercon-
tinental ballistic missile in July 2017, 
Kim called the missile a “package of 
gifts” to the Americans for their Fourth 
of July holiday.
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) -- The 
Trump administration intends to 
propose a regulation next year that 
would require all travelers - in-
cluding U.S. citizens - to be photo-
graphed when entering or leaving 
the United States, according to the 
administration’s regulatory agen-
da.

The proposed regulation, slated to 
be issued in July by the Homeland Se-
curity Department, would be part of 
a broader system to track travelers as 
they enter and exit the United States.

The plan has already drawn oppo-

sition from some privacy advocates. 
Jay Stanley, a senior policy analyst 
with the American Civil Liberties 
Union, blasted the idea in a written 
statement on Monday.

“Travelers, including U.S. citizens, 
should not have to submit to invasive 
biometric scans simply as a condition 
of exercising their constitutional right 
to travel,” he said.

The Trump administration contends 
in its regulatory agenda that the face 
scan requirement will combat the 
fraudulent use of U.S. travel docu-
ments and aid the identification of 

criminals and suspected terrorists.
The public typically has 30 to 60 

days to comment on a proposed U.S. 
regulation. The federal agency then 
needs to review and respond to com-
ments, a process that can be time-con-
suming for major regulations.

The Trump administration also said 
in its regulatory agenda that it plans 
to issue a separate fast-track regula-
tion this month that would allow the 
entry-exit project to move beyond a 
pilot status.

U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion, which is part of DHS, has al-
ready conducted pilot programs that 
collect photographs and fingerprints 
from foreign travelers.

A 2018 internal audit found techni-
cal and operational problems during 
a pilot program at nine U.S. airports. 
The problems raised questions about 
whether DHS would meet a self-im-
posed deadline to confirm all foreign 
departures at the top 20 U.S. airports 
by fiscal year 2021.

The non-partisan Pew Research 
Center estimated in 2006 that 45 
percent of immigrants in the United 
States without legal status entered on 
a valid visa but did not depart when 
it expired. 

New Trump Plan: All Travelers 
to U.S. to Be Tracked

LONDON/WASHINGTON (Reuters) -- President 
Donald Trump on Tuesday rejected the possibility of 
U.S. lawmakers censuring him instead of impeach-
ing him over accusations he improperly pressured 
Ukraine to probe a political rival, as Democrats 
prepared to lay out their case for impeachment.
Trump, speaking at a wide-ranging, nearly hour 
long news conference at the NATO summit in 
London, lashed out at Democrats in the House of 
Representatives who are leading the impeachment 
inquiry into the Ukraine matter and denounced the 
censure idea raised by some members of Congress as 
“unacceptable.”The Democratic-controlled House 
Intelligence Committee, which has spearheaded the 
impeachment probe, was scheduled to vote on its 
findings later on Tuesday. The matter will then go to 
the House Judiciary Committee, which will launch 
its proceedings on Wednesday.The full House would 
then vote on the formal impeachment charges. If the 
House votes to impeach Trump, then a trial would be 
held in the Republican-led U.S. Senate.

*** 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) — Typhoon Kammuri 

barreled across the Philippines with fierce winds and 
rain Tuesday, leaving at least four people dead, forc-
ing hundreds of thousands of villagers to abandon 
high-risk communities and prompting officials to shut 
Manila’s international airport.Kammuri toppled trees 
and electrical posts, ripped off tin roofs and battered 
a provincial airport as it blew across island provinces 
in the southern fringes of the main northern Luzon 
island before blowing into the South China Sea. It 
weakened but remained dangerous with maximum 
sustained winds of 130 kilometers (81 miles) per hour 
and gusts of up to 200 kph (124 mph) as it exited, 
forecasters said.At least four people died and several 
others were reported injured, with officials attributing 
the low casualty figure to the early evacuation of hun-
dreds of thousands of villagers from villages prone to 
high waves, flash floods and landslides.

 
*** 

JUBA (Reuters) -- The United Nations has sent 
a contingent of peacekeepers to an area of central 
South Sudan where about 80 people have been killed 
in a bout of fighting between two ethnic communi-
ties, the UN and a local official said on Tuesday.The 
violence between the Gak and Manuer communities 
broke out on Nov. 27 and it has lasted for days, said 
Benjamin Laat, information minister for Western 
Lakes state.The United Nations Mission in South 
Sudan (UNMISS) said in a statement that Nepalese 
troops serving with the peacekeeping force had been 
sent to the area following reports from local authori-
ties that as many as 79 people have been killed and 
101 injured in a series of clashes in Western Lakes.
Oil-producing South Sudan, which became an inde-
pendent country in 2011, plunged into civil war in 
2013 after President Salva Kiir sacked former rebel 
leader Riek Machar as vice president.The conflict 
killed an estimated 400,000 people, triggered a fam-
ine and created Africa’s biggest refugee crisis since 
the 1994 genocide in Rwanda. 

*** 
SEOUL (AFP) -- North Korean leader Kim Jong 

Un has opened a flagship construction project close 
to Mount Paektu, a symbol of the Korean nation and 
officially the birthplace of his father and predeces-
sor, state media reported Tuesday.The ceremony was 
held in snowy scenes before thousands of soldiers and 
civilians, and portrayed as a demonstration of the re-
silience of the North, which is subject to international 
sanctions imposed over its nuclear weapons and bal-
listic missile programs.It comes with time running 
out on Pyongyang’s demand for the U.S. to offer it 
fresh concessions by the end of the year, and ahead of 
Kim’s New Year speech on January 1, a key political 
set-piece in the isolated country.Kim donned a black 
leather trench coat and gloves for the opening, and -- 
surrounded by fur-hatted officials -- cut a red ribbon 
in front of a statue of his father Kim Jong Il.

*** 
MEXICO CITY (AFP) -- Mexican forces hunted 

for a drug cartel commando behind a bloody fire-
fight in a town near the U.S. border that left six 
locals and 16 gunmen dead -- the latest security 
embarrassment for President Andres Manuel Lopez 
Obrador.At least 60 gunmen terrorized the small 
northern city of Villa Union over the weekend, rid-
ing into town in heavily armed four-by-fours and 
spraying dozens of houses with bullets before at-
tacking city hall, taking seven hostages along the 
way, including five minors.Officials responded by 
deploying the army, National Guard and state and 
local police, triggering a series of firefights Saturday 
and Sunday that left 22 people dead: two kidnapped 
city employees, four state police and 16 gunmen, ac-
cording to authorities in Coahuila state, where Villa 
Union is located.Witnesses said the gunmen wore 
the insignia of the Northeast Cartel, a breakaway 
from the ultra-violent Zetas, a drug cartel founded 
by corrupt army commandos in the northern state of 
Tamaulipas in 2010.

 
*** 

NEW DELHI (AP) — NASA said Tuesday that it 
has found the debris from India’s moon lander, which 
crashed on the lunar surface in September.The U.S. 
space agency released a photo showing the site of the 
lander’s impact and the debris field, crediting an In-
dian engineer for helping locate the site.The engineer, 
Shanmuga Subramanian, said he examined an earlier 
NASA photo to locate the debris.The space agency 
said in a statement that Subramanian first located the 
debris about 750 meters (half a mile) northwest of the 
main crash site.

North Korea: U.S. Running 
Out of Time to Salvage Talks 

LONDON (AFP) -- An American 
woman who claims she was traf-
ficked by Jeffrey Epstein to have 
sex with Prince Andrew criticized 
the royal’s “ridiculous excuses” in 
an interview aired on Monday.

The interview was recorded be-
fore Andrew’s own BBC interview, 
which prompted him to stand down 
from public duties because of a 
backlash at his defense of his friend-
ship with Epstein.

But Virginia Giuffre called on the 
British public to support her as she 
dismissed claims initially made by 
the prince’s backers that a photo-
graph apparently showing him with 
his arm around her might not be 
genuine.

“The people on the inside are 

going to keep coming up with these 
ridiculous excuses like his arm was 
elongated or the photo was doc-
tored,” she told the BBC’s Panorama 
program.

“I’m calling BS (bullshit) on this. 
He knows what happened, I know 
what happened. And there’s only one 
of us telling the truth,” she said. “It’s 
a real photo. I’ve given it to the FBI 
for their investigation.”

Andrew himself doubted the au-
thenticity of the photograph during 
his badly received interview, saying 
“nobody can prove whether or not 
that photograph has been doctored.”

Giuffre has alleged she was traf-
ficked to have sex with friends of 
Epstein when she was 17. Epstein 
was found dead in a New York pris-

on in August awaiting trial on sex 
trafficking charges.

She described how Epstein preyed 
on her once he knew she came from 
a vulnerable background, having al-
ready suffered sexual abuse.

The financier initially lured her 
with an offer as a job as a masseuse, 
but soon began abusing her, accord-
ing to Giuffre.

She accused Epstein of bringing 
her to London in 2001, where she 
was introduced to Andrew and Ep-
stein’s socialite girlfriend Ghislaine 
Maxwell.

The prince asked her for a dance 
at a nightclub, she recalled, telling 
Panorama “his sweat was like it was 
raining basically everywhere.”

“I was just like grossed out from it 
but I knew I had to keep him hap-
py because that’s what Jeffrey and 
Ghislaine would have expected from 
me.”

The prince told the BBC he was 
unable to sweat at the time due to a 
medical condition he developed af-
ter serving as a helicopter pilot in the 
Falklands War in 1982.

After the nightclub, Giuffre -- then 
known as Roberts -- said that Max-
well told her: “I have to do for An-
drew what I do for Jeffrey and that 
just made me sick.”

She and Queen Elizabeth II’s 
second son later had sex at Max-
well’s house in central London, 
she alleged. “It was disgusting,” 
she said. “He said ‘thanks’ and 
walked out.”

VUCJAK, Bosnia (Reuters) -- Hun-
dreds of migrants and refugees stuck 
in a makeshift camp in a Bosnian forest 
are struggling to survive in subzero tem-
peratures as snow weighs down on their 
tents, spurring fears that some may die 
unless they are resettled soon.

A senior human rights envoy who vis-
ited the camp on Tuesday demanded its 
immediate closure, though a Bosnian gov-
ernment minister said it could take up to a 
month to move the refugees to a more se-
cure location.

“People are people, not animals,” said 
Mauloddin, 24, an Afghan who set off for 
Europe 3-1/2 years ago. “You see, ... it’s 
very cold weather, (there is) no sleeping, 
no food.”

Mauloddin is among some 600 migrants 
from the Middle East and Asia stuck in the 
camp at Vucjak, a former landfill site about 
8 km (5 miles) from the Croatian border, 
because Bosnian authorities cannot agree 
on where to settle them.

Bosnia is struggling to deal with an up-
surge in migrant numbers since Croatia, 
Hungary and Slovenia closed their borders 
against undocumented immigration. The 
migrants hope to get to wealthy western 
Europe and find work there.

Some lacked warm clothes and were 
wrapped in blankets, some traipsed through 
the snow and mud in flip-flops to collect 

firewood. One man brushed snow from the 
roof of his tent to prevent it collapsing.

“Vucjak must be shut down today,” said 
Dunja Mijatovic, commissioner for human 
rights at the Council of Europe. “Otherwise 
the people here will start dying.” 

Mijatovic added that as a Bosnian citizen 
whose country generated its own stream of 
refugees during the wars that tore apart Yu-
goslavia in the 1990s she was “ashamed” 
of the conditions in the camp, saying they 
were “not for human beings”.

Aid agencies have long urged the authori-
ties to close the camp, which lacks running 
water and electricity. The forest is strewn 
with landmines left over from the wars of 
the 1990s.  

Security Minister Dragan Mektic said on 
Tuesday the migrants would be moved to 
a location near the capital Sarajevo in the 
next month.

Until then, said Selam Midzic, head of 
the Red Cross from the nearby town of Bi-
hac, the migrants will have to endure the 
freezing cold and many will fall sick. The 
Red Cross is the only organization provid-
ing food and medicines to the migrants.

Commenting on their plight, Rezwanul-
lay Niazy, a 24-year-old Afghan, said: “We 
spent all our money... We came close to Eu-
rope, and now they closed the Croatian and 
Slovenian borders. When we go there they 
strike us, they hit us.”

Migrants Stuck in Bosnia 
Camps Living Like ‘Animals’ 

Prince Andrew Accuser Urges UK 
Public to Help Her

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un oversees a super-large multiple launch rocket system test in this 
undated picture released by North Korea’s Central News Agency (KCNA) on November 28, 2019.

A migrant stands in a snow covered makeshift forest camp near Croatian border in 
Bihac, Bosnia and Herzegovina December 3, 2019.

Britain’s Prince Andrew (L) and Prime Minister Boris Johnson attend the Festival of 
Remembrance in London.

An employee with the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) checks the docu-
ments of a traveler at Reagan National Airport in Washington, Jan. 6, 2019.

GENEVA (AFP) -- This decade is set to be the hottest in 
history, the United Nations said Tuesday in an annual as-
sessment outlining the ways in which climate change is out-
pacing humanity’s ability to adapt to it.

The World Meteorological Organization said global tempera-
tures so far this year were 1.1 degrees Celsius (two degrees 
Farenheit) above the pre-industrial average between 1850-
1900.

That puts 2019 on course to be in the top three warmest years 
ever recorded, and possibly the hottest non-El Nino year yet.

Man-made emissions from burning fossil fuels, building in-
frastructure, growing crops and transporting goods mean 2019 
is set to break the record for atmospheric carbon concentra-
tions, locking in further warming, the WMO said.

Oceans, which absorb 90 percent of the excess heat produced 
by greenhouse gases, are now at their highest recorded tem-
peratures.

The world’s seas are now a quarter more acidic than 150 
years ago, threatening vital marine ecosystems upon which bil-
lions of people rely for food and jobs.

In October, the global mean sea level reached its highest on 
record, fuelled by the 329 billion tonnes of ice lost from the 
Greenland ice sheet in 12 months.

Each of the last four decades has been hotter than the last.
And far from climate change being a phenomenon for future 

generations to confront, the effects of humanity’s insatiable, 
growth-at-any cost consumption means millions are already 
counting the damage.

The report said more than 10 million people were internally 
displaced in the first half of 2019 -- seven million directly 
due to extreme weather events such as storms, flooding and 
drought.

By the end of the year, the WMO said new displacements due 
to weather extremes could reach 22 million.

“Once again in 2019 weather and climate related risks hit 
hard,” said WMO Secretary-General Petteri Taalas.

“Heatwaves and floods which used to be ‘once in a century’ 
events are becoming more regular occurrences.”

At just 1C hotter than pre-industrial times, 2019 has already 
seen deadly heatwaves in Europe, Australia and Japan, super-
storms devastate southeast Africa, and wildfires rage out of 
control in Australia and California.

Nations are currently in crucial talks in Madrid aimed at fi-
nalizing rules for the 2015 Paris climate accord, which enjoins 
countries to work to limit global temperature rises to “well be-
low” 2C.

UN: This Decade Hottest in History 


