
TEHRAN (Dispatches) - Rear 
Admiral Khanzadi in a meeting 
with Chinese Deputy Chief of the 
Joint Staff Department Lieutenant 
General Shao Yuanming in Tehran 
said on Tuesday that his country’s 
naval forces are due to hold joint 
drills with their counterparts from 
China and Russia on December 27.

“The joint drills of Iran, China 
and Russia codenamed Marine 
Security Belt will be staged on 
December 27,” Rear Admiral 
Khanzadi.

He also underlined preparedness 
to start exchange of information 
between the two countries, includ-
ing data and information related 
to the pirates and technical issues, 
and called for increased joint na-
val drills to bolster defense pre-
paredness of both states.

Rear Admiral Khanzadi also 
emphasized the importance of 
the joint production of destroy-
ers and submarines by Iran and 
China, saying that the two states 
are necessitated to run technical 
cooperation in a bid to enhance 
the level of their know-how and 
experience.

The Chinese official, for his part, 
said interactions between Iran and 
China play an effective role in 
maintaining regional and interna-
tional security and peace, describ-
ing the Islamic Republic of Iran’s 
Navy as “an international and stra-
tegic force”.

On Tuesday, Iranian Navy’s avia-
tion fleet has received three home-
made training-reconnaissance 
Chakavak planes in the Southern 
port city of Bandar Abbas 

The three planes were unveiled 
at the first base of the Maritime 
Aviation Unit in Bandar Abbas in 
the presence of Navy Commander 
Rear Admiral Hossein Khanzadi.

The two-seat and single-engine 
plane can fly at the altitude of 
14,000 feet and enjoys the flight 
durability of 4.5 hours.

The Iranian Navy has in the 
past few years unveiled and been 
equipped with different new 
home-made military equipment 
on the occasion of the Navy Day.

The Naval force unveiled a ver-
tical takeoff naval drone with the 
capability to fly horizontally and 
land on water, dubbed Pelican-2, 
late last month in a ceremony 
where a homegrown Inertial Navi-
gation System (INS) was also put 
on display.

Tehran (Press TV) - Judiciary’s spokesman Gholam-
Hossein Esmaili said Tuesday that around 300 individu-
als currently remain in custody over their suspected in-
volvement in the deadly riots that recently hit Tehran, 
and that their fate will soon be decided.

Esmaili said that those detainees who are found to have 
been among “saboteurs” will face imminent prosecu-
tion, while the rest will be released as soon as possible.

The Iranian government raised gasoline prices on No-
vember 15 in order to moderate the national consump-
tion rate, which stands at 110 million liters per day, 40 
million liters above the maximum daily domestic re-
quirement.

The move prompted protests in a number of cities 
which were largely peaceful, but which turned violent 
when riotous elements took advantage of the circum-
stances to destroy public property and set banks and gas 
stations ablaze.

Authorities say some also used firearms and other 
weapons to kill and injure protesters. A number of peo-
ple and security forces lost their lives during the vio-
lence. There is no official tally on the number of casual-

ties yet.
The Judiciary said last month that a number of the riot-

ers were tied to the notorious U.S.-backed Mujahedin-
e Khalq Organization (MKO) terror group, royalists as 
well as separatists, who were nabbed in the country’s 
border provinces, besides members of organized groups 
trained towards staging acts of sabotage.

Esmaili also dismissed the unofficial casualty count 
provided by certain sources as inaccurate.

“The numbers and figures that are being provided by 
hostile groups are utter fabrication and the actual figures 
are fewer than what these sources claim,” he said.

“They have released figures as well as certain names... 
The purported casualty count is not but a fabrication,” 
he said, in remarks aired on state television, adding that 
sources with hostile intentions have provided the names 
of people who lost their lives in circumstances unrelated 
to the recent violence, and of people who are even alive.

The judiciary spokesman further hailed the Iranian 
people for participating in pro-establishment rallies in 
condemnation of the recent riots and “separating their 
ranks from rioters.”

In the Name of the Most High

Viewpoint

Fear of Death Behind 
Trump’s Cowardly Stealth 

Visit to Afghanistan
By: S. Nawabzadeh

The medieval British playwright, William Shakespeare, in his drama 
“Julius Caesar”, put the following famous sentences in the mouth 
of the ancient Roman dictator when soothsayers warned him against 
venturing out on the Ides of March – 15th March 44 BC, the day he 
was assassinated:

“Cowards die many times before their deaths; the valiant never taste 
of death but once.”

Here, the metaphor of death has been used to convey how a coward 
feels when he runs away from a challenge, losing strength of char-
acter each time he chickens out. In other words, a gutless person, 
scared to death because of his breach of promises, accords, and com-
mitments, is never fair, frank, and forthright in his plans, for fear 
his characterless life might be snuffed out anytime by some fearless 
figure unafraid of the consequences that befall him.

In contrast to the coward, a valiant person never thinks of himself 
and is not swayed by greed or self-interests while discharging duties 
and responsibilities with honesty, even if death is imminent, since 
there is no time for machinations, jealousies, regrets, or cover-ups. 

US President Donald Trump is definitely no Julius Caesar, whose 
name and fame is alive despite the passing of two millenniums – what-
ever his faults and shortcomings as an imperialist striving to make 
Rome a superpower in those days when the other superpower, that is, 
Iran’s Parthian Empire, had checked Roman expansion in the east 
nine years earlier through General Sourena by a resounding victory 
in 53 BC at Carrhae (Harran in present day Turkey).

It means neither Trump is anywhere in the list of the valiant, nor will 
he be remembered by anyone in the US – let alone the world – after, 
say, a half century.

The man who likes to boast that he will make America Great Again, 
is actually a Lilliput, despite his hulk and the bombastic language he 
uses from the safety of the iron-cage security surrounding him. 

As a matter of fact, like all cowards, who die many times before their 
death, Trump is terrified of the fast approaching day when he would 
be a lifeless corpse, no matter how he shrouds his movements around 
the US and abroad in secrecy.

The person, who last Christmas sneaked like a thief into Ain al-Asad 
airbase (a hundred km north of Baghdad), without the knowledge of 
Iraqi authorities, late last November committed the same cowardly 
crime, and this time in Afghanistan.

According to a CNN report: “On Thanksgiving eve, President Don-
ald Trump slipped unnoticed out of his Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida 
on his way to a bare-bones military plane with just a handful of top 
aides. His departure was concealed even from White House staff and 
military personnel who were at Mar-a-Lago… Sixteen hours later, 
he touched down for the first time in Afghanistan… after a similar 
Christmas Eve trip last year to Iraq.

“The 16-hour trip – plus the three more Trump spent on the ground 
at Bagram Air Field north of Kabul – were shrouded in secrecy. At 2 
p.m. reporters traveling with the President were authorized to report 
on his visit, minutes before Air Force One took off to return Trump 
to Florida.”

It is clear that Trump, who despite the utmost secrecy of his trip may 
have gone through scary thoughts of death if some malfunction were 
to occur with the aircraft or if a stray Taleban shell were to end his 
life, breathed a heavy sigh of relief on returning intact to Florida.

We are not concerned here with the results or lack of results of his 
Afghan trip as well as his empty words of restarting peace talks with 
the Taleban which he himself had broken off some months before. 

To sum up, it was a carbon copy of his last year’s Iraq trip, with the 
only difference being President Ashraf Ghani answered the call of the 
uninvited guest and came to Bagram to meet him, while in December 
2018 a similar call by Trump to Prime Minister Adel-Abdul-Mahdi to 
come and meet him at Ain al-Asad was firmly rejected as an insulting 
demand by a violator of Iraq’s sovereignty. 

Mr. Trump, for your information, Shakespeare has further said: 
“Strange that men should fear; seeing that death, a necessary end, 
will come when it will come.”
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Russia, China, Iran to 
Stage Naval Drill Dec. 27 

Only he shall visit the 
mosques of Allah who 
believes in Allah and 
the latter day, and keeps 
up prayer and pays the 
poor-rate and fears 
none but Allah; so (as 
for) these, it may be that 
they are of the followers 
of the right course.

The Holy Qur’an (9.18)

Rear Admiral Hossein Khanzadi, right, held a meeting with Deputy Chief of the Joint Staff Department of 
China’s Central Military Commission Major General Shao Yuanming, in Tehran, Dec.3, 2019.

TEHRAN (Tasnim) – The Ira-
nian intelligence Ministry man-
aged to identify and arrest mem-
bers of a counter-revolutionary 
network who intended to make 
anti-security moves ahead of the 
Student Day due to be celebrated 
later this week.

Following intelligence activi-
ties, the security forces identi-
fied and arrested the ringlead-
ers of the counter-revolutionary 
network, who had planned to 
disrupt order and provoke clash-
es in some universities of Teh-

ran and other cities.   

The ringleaders intended to 
provoke a protest at the Univer-
sity of Tehran on Student Day 
and create insecurity under the 
pretext of recent protests over 
gasoline prices.

However, the network’s plot 
was thwarted thanks to the vigi-
lance of students and relevant 
institutions. 

Following a hike in the price 
of gasoline last month, a num-
ber of Iranian cities saw sporad-
ic protests that turned violent in 
some cases. A number of banks 
and government buildings were 

set ablaze.
Meanwhile, anti-Iranian media 

outlets as well as some Western 
officials, including US Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo, voiced 
their support for the rioters who 
took advantage of the protests in 
a number of Iranian cities.

In an address on Novem-
ber 17, Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyed 
Ali Khamenei warned that the 
sporadic protests and acts of 
vandalism in Iran would create 
insecurity.

Describing insecurity as the 

worst calamity for society, the 
Leader said that “all evil centers 
in the world” have mobilized ef-
forts in recent days to encourage 
unrest in Iran.

Ayatollah Khamenei also 
called on the Iranian authorities 
to be careful that the rise in the 
price of fuel would not increase 
the price of other commodities.

The Leader also called on the 
people to separate themselves 
from a group of thugs who are 
encouraged by the foreign-
based anti-Iranian front to fo-
ment insecurity.

Judiciary: 300 in Custody Over 
Suspected Role in Tehran Riots
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Intelligence Ministry Smashes Counter-Revolutionary Network
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Envoy: IAEA 
Should Remain 
Impartial Under 

New Chief
TEHRAN (Dispatches) - Iranian 

Ambassador and Permanent Rep-
resentative to the International 
Organizations Kazzem Qarib-
abadi has urged the necessity of 
impartiality in acts and decision 
of the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) under its new 
chief, Rafael Grossi.

Qaribabadi highlighted the 
IAEA’s obligation to maintain its 
independent, professional and im-
partial disposition with regard to 
facing critical issues, saying the 
UN nuclear watchdog should avoid 
forceful and unilateral measures.

“Iran believes that peaceful use 
of nuclear energy should not be 
hindered through unilateral and 
illegally forceful measures, nor 
be conditioned to any arbitrary 
and inadmissible preconditions on 
behalf of other countries,” Qarib-
abadi said.

Pointing to the notion that obser-
vation and verification of Iran’s 
nuclear program activities under 
UN Security Council Resolution 
2231 was part of the IAEA’s basic 
mission at the present time, Qarib-
abadi said Iran was an “important 
partner” for the agency.

“Beyond a shadow of a doubt, 
the existence of the three pillars 
of the nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) and also the cred-
ibility of the IAEA is by and large 
predicated upon commitment to 
these principles,” the Iranian dip-
lomat added.

On October 29, the IAEA’s 
35-nation Board of Governors 
picked Grossi, a 58-year-old Ar-
gentinean diplomat, to become the 
agency’s next chief, succeeding 
Yukiya Amano, who died in office 
in July.


