
TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- Presi-
dent Hassan Rouhani said on Tues-
day the Iranian nation has thwarted 
“unprecedented” U.S. economic 
pressures on the country to its knees.  

“These unprecedented sanctions 
— which they themselves call 
maximum economic pressure — 
were meant to realize their dream 
of bringing us to our knees by the 
end of the current Persian calendar 
year (on March 21),” Rouhani told 
a group of disabled people here.

“Not only the U.S., which is a 
criminal and terrorist state, but also 
other states were assuming that” 
Iran would buckle under the sanc-

tion, but the Iranian nation thwarted 
the U.S. conspiracy by putting up 
resistance, he added.

“Despite all the heavy economic 
pressure and the unfair sanctions, 
the Iranian people preserved their 
dignity, overcame difficult situa-
tions and emerged victorious by 
exercising resistance and enduring 
hardships. They also showed that, 
through resistance, they would not 
allow the enemy to obtain its objec-
tives.”

Faced with the Iranian nation’s 
firm resistance, Rouhani said, the 
enemies are now even seeking dia-
log and “sending us private offers 

talks.”
“Messages and requests for nego-

tiations that they send us privately 
are contrary to their rhetoric in pub-
lic,” he said, noting that even “the 
European states that are mediators, 
are aware of that.”

 On Tuesday, Kyodo news agency 
reported said Iran had sounded out 
Japan about President Rouhani vis-
iting the country.

Abbas Araqchi, Iran’s deputy for-
eign minister for political affairs, 
serving as a special envoy of the 
president, relayed the message to 
Japan during his two-day visit to 
Tokyo from Monday, according to 

a source close to bilateral relations. 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe vis-

ited Iran in June, becoming the first 
Japanese leader to do so since 1978.

Rouhani has welcomed Japan’s 
efforts to ease tensions in the Mid-
dle East amid an ongoing standoff 
with the United States over the 
2015 nuclear deal, the deputy for-
eign minister said Tuesday during a 
meeting with Abe, according to the 
Japanese Foreign Ministry.

Following the U.S.’s withdrawal 
from the deal, Iran has gradually 
stepped away from commitments 
under the landmark agreement with 
major world powers.

In a separate meeting with For-
eign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi, 
Araqchi said the current situation 
in the Middle East and around the 
Persian Gulf is “more serious than 
ever before.”

“Tensions continue to run high. 
That is why discussions and coop-
eration between Japan and Iran is 
becoming more and more impor-
tant,” he said.

Japan, which is a key U.S. secu-
rity ally but also maintains friendly 
relations with Iran, has sought to 
play a mediating role, with Abe 
traveling to Tehran in a bid to bro-
ker dialogue.

Araqchi hailed the trip as a “turn-
ing point” in bilateral relations.

Japan has opted not to participate 
in a U.S.-led mission to patrol wa-
ters near the Strait of Hormuz off 
the Iranian coast. Instead, it plans 
to send a Maritime Self-Defense 
Force ship and a patrol plane to the 
region for “research” purposes.

(Continued on Page 7)

LONDON (Reuters) -- U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump lashed out at 
European allies before a NATO an-
niversary summit in London on 
Tuesday, singling out France’s Em-
manuel Macron for “very nasty” 
comments on the alliance and Ger-
many for spending too little on de-
fense.

Underlining the breadth of strife 
in a transatlantic bloc hailed by its 
backers as the most successful mil-
itary alliance in history, Trump de-
manded that Europe pay more for 
defense and also make concessions 
to U.S. interests on trade.

The attack echoed a similar tirade 
by Trump ahead of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization’s last 
summit in July 2018.

It will add to the growing doubts 
over the future of the 29-member 
alliance, described last month by 
Macron as “brain dead” in the run-
up to a London meeting intended 
to be a 70th anniversary celebra-

tion.
“It’s a tough statement, though, 

when you make a statement like 
that, that is a very, very nasty state-
ment to essentially 28, including 
them, 28 countries,” Trump told 
reporters as he met the head of 
NATO in London.

“Nobody needs NATO more 
than France,” he said, adding that 
France, where Macron is seeking 
to push through delicate reforms of 
a large state sector, was “not doing 
well economically”.

In an interview with the Econo-
mist last month, Macron made 
headlines by faulting NATO for 
failing to update its strategy to re-
spond to newer threats.

The prime ministers of Canada 
and the Netherlands added their 
support to a Franco-German pro-
posal to reform NATO.

“I don’t think you survive 70 years 
as an alliance without regularly

(Continued on Page 7)

DAMASCUS (Dispatches) -- 
The United Arab Emirates’ top 
diplomat in Syria has praised 
President Bashar al-Assad for 
his “wise leadership”, in one of 
the strongest expressions of sup-
port yet from a country that once 
backed Damascus’ enemies in the 
foreign-backed war.

The two restored diplomatic 
ties last year and the UAE’s vo-
cal support will be welcome by 
Assad, who has wrested control 
of most of his country from for-
eign- backed militants and Tak-
firi terrorists.

Speaking at a ceremony to 
mark UAE national day on Dec. 
2, UAE charge d’affaires Ab-
dul-Hakim Naimi said he hoped 
“security and stability prevails 
throughout the Syrian Arab Re-
public under the wise leadership 
of President Bashar Al-Assad.”

“Syria-UAE relations are sol-
id, distinct and strong,” he add-
ed, according to a video posted 
by Russian broadcaster RT.

The UAE has begun to forge 
closer ties with Damascus. Last 
December it reopened its em-
bassy there, angering Washing-
ton, which has sought to keep 
Syria isolated.

Washington has lobbied Persian 
Gulf states including the UAE to 
hold off restoring ties, sources 
told Reuters earlier this year.

At the ceremony, Syria’s depu-
ty foreign minister Faisal Maq-
dad thanked the UAE for its 
support. “We cannot forget that 
the United Arab Emirates stood 
by Syria in its war against ter-
rorism,” he said.

Earlier in the war UAE sup-
ported armed groups opposed 
to Assad. But its role was less 
prominent than that of Saudi 
Arabia and Qatar.

The United Arab Emirates has 
already reviewed its policies 
with regard to Iran which is a 
close ally of Syria and the Saudi 
war on Yemen. 

(Continued on Page 7)

Khashoggi Probe Not Enough: UN 
BRUSSELS (Reuters) -- The world has not done enough to 

ensure justice is done over the killing of Saudi journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi, a special UN investigator said on Tuesday.

Agnes Callamard, the United Nations rapporteur for extra-
judicial executions, called for more action from the European 
Union and the United States over Khashoggi’s murder by Saudi 
operatives at Riyadh’s consulate in Istanbul in 2018. 

“I think it is important to recognize that the international com-
munity so far has failed in its duty to ensure that there cannot 
be immunity or impunity for the killing of Jamal Khashoggi,”
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Araqchi: Iran’s Goal Is Not to Leave JCPOA 
TOKYO (Dispatches) -- Iran’s deputy foreign minister 

for political affairs said here Tuesday the Islamic Repub-
lic has no intention to abandon a nuclear deal it clinched 
with major world powers in 2015, saying Tehran will re-
sume fulfilling its commitments under the accord if sanc-
tions are lifted. “Our goal is not to exit the JCPOA (the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action), but we have decided 
to reduce our commitments after an entire year of excising 
patience and witnessing non-compliance on the part of the 
European countries,”  Abbas Araqchi said in a meeting 
with Japanese Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi. 

‘Nasty’ Infighting Rages as 
NATO Meets for Summit

Iranians gather in the capital Tehran’s central Enqelab Square on Nov. 25, 2019 to condemn riots after 
the government’s decision to hike gasoline prices.

UAE Hails President Assad 
for ‘Wise Leadership’

TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- In-
ternational energy news provid-
ers confirm that Iran is still sell-
ing its oil despite U.S. sanctions 
as a desperate American presi-
dent calls on the world to watch 
the Islamic Republic.

Since September, the United 
States has been working to 
bring Iran’s oil exports down 
to zero as part of Washington’s 
“maximum pressure” on Teh-
ran.

But Iran’s Vice President 
Es’haq Jahangiri asserted on 
Monday that the policy has 
failed because the Islamic Re-
public continues to send its oil 
to the market.

“Despite America’s pressure 
and its imposed sanctions on 
our oil exports, we still con-
tinue to sell our oil by using 
other means when even friend-
ly countries have stopped 
purchasing our crude fearing 
America’s penalties,” Jahan-
giri was quoted as saying.

Iran’s oil industry, including 
its oil, gas and petrochemi-
cal sectors, is on the frontline 
of the fight against the U.S. 
which believes choking off the 
main source of income of the 
Iranians would force the coun-
try to negotiate a new nuclear 
deal.

U.S. Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo claimed on Monday 
that the sanctions on Tehran 
had been effective, resulting 
in a decrease in Iran’s wealth 
and diminished ability to trade 
with the rest of the world.

“The good news is, in spite 
of what the world told Presi-
dent Trump - that American 
sanctions would not work - the 
world was wrong. The sanc-
tions have been incredibly ef-
fective,” Pompeo said.

There is little ground, how-
ever, to believe in the top U.S. 
diplomat’s celebratory words.

Tehran has rejected talks with 
the United States unless it re-
turns to the nuclear deal and 
lifts all sanctions. There is not 
the slightest sign of a change in 
this position, especially after 
Leader of the Islamic Republic 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khame-
nei renewed last month a ban 
on negotiation with the United 
States.

Pompeo is apparently encour-
aged by the recent protests in 
Iran against the government’s 
decision to hike gasoline pric-
es. If so, U.S. leaders must 
have been reading too much 
into the unrest which provided 
a catalyst to the overall think-
ing of the Iranians - they loathe 
and renounce chaos and inter-
nal conflict.

That must explain the quick 

fizzling of the agitation after 
peaceful protesters separated 
their ranks from the rioters 
who were targeting public and 
private property without dis-
cretion.

And that is why the recent 
protests in Iran must be bad 
news for American leaders 
who have thought increased 
pressure on Iranian would 
drive them into revolt and mu-
tiny against the government.

Obviously frustrated, Presi-
dent Donald Trump said Tues-
day the world has to be watch-
ing Iran’s alleged effort to 
quash protests that he claimed 
have killed “thousands of peo-
ple.”

Speaking in London, where 
he is attending the NATO lead-
ers summit, Trump said, “Iran 
is killing thousands and thou-
sands of people right now as 
we speak.”

He added they were killed 
“for the mere fact that they’re 
protesting,” and he called it a 
“terrible thing”.

Trump was mum on what, if 
anything, the U.S. could do in 
response, but he said, “I think 
the world has to be watching.”

Trump encouraged rioters “to 
get in there and see what’s go-
ing on,” echoing his Secretary 
of State Pompeo who earlier 
called on protesters to send 
videos of their attacks on pub-
lic and private property. 

On Monday, Vice President 
Jahangiri said the Americans 
were on the wrong footing. 
“They have failed to bring our 
oil exports to zero as planned,” 
he said.

Digital marine vessel track-
ing agency Tankertrackers.
com agreed, saying Iran’s 
claims that it is managing to 
sell significant levels of crude 
are not without foundation.

According to Berlin-based 
business publication bne In-
telliNews, Iran has very much 
moved its oil sales into the 
grey market to avoid US sanc-
tions, meaning analysts partly 
rely on satellite-technology 
tracking firms to observe the 
ebb and flow of tankers leav-
ing Iran’s ports and watch their 
movements.

“Lately, Iran’s two main des-
tinations for its crude oil have 
been China and Syria. In addi-
tion to that, refined products 
‘bounce’ via certain trading 
hubs as they cannot be chemi-
cally traced,” Samir Madani, 
CEO of Tankertrackers.com, 
told the publication. 

“All in all, crude plus prod-
ucts are being shipped at a rate 
of around 700,000 barrels per 
day,” he said.
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