
TEHRAN (IFILM) -- 

Iranian short film ‘Driving 

Lessons’ has been selected to 

compete at the 10th Karama 

Human Rights Film Festival 

in Jordan.

Directed by Marzieh Riahi 
and written by Marjan 
Riahi, the film’s cast is 
made up of actors Linda 
Kiani, Alireza Thanifar, 
Salar Khamseh, and Sanaz 
Mesbah.
“Bahareh must have her 

traditional chauvinistic 
husband accompany her 
during driving lessons so 
that she and her instructor 
are not left together without 
a third party’s presence,” a 
synopsis for the film reads.
The short has previously 

competed at the Tampere 
Film Festival in Finland, the 
Cartagena Film Festival in 
Colombia, the Tribeca Film 
Festival in the U.S., and 
the Edmonton International 
Film Festival in Canada.
Held since 2010, the six-

day film festival includes 
several interrelated 

activities such as film 
screenings, discussion 
sessions, seminars and 
workshops.
The festival is slated for 

December 5-12, 2019.
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Today is Tuesday 12th of the Iranian month of Azar 1398 solar hijri; corresponding to 6th of 
the Islamic month of Rabi as-Sani 1441 lunar hijri; and December 3, 2019 of the Christian 
Gregorian Calendar.
1708 solar years ago, on this day in 311 AD, Roman Emperor Diocletian, an obstinate 
pagan who mercilessly persecuted monotheists and followers of other religions, committed 
suicide six years after abdicating the throne, following 21 years of tyrannical rule. 
1316 lunar years ago, on this day in 125 AH, Hisham ibn Abdul-Malik, the 10th self-
styled caliph of the usurper Omayyad regime, died after an oppressive rule of 20 years over 
an empire stretching from Spain and southern France in the west to the borders of China 
and India in the east. Hisham was the murderer of Imam Mohammad Baqer (AS), the 5th 
Infallible Heir of Prophet Mohammad (SAWA). He also brutally martyred the 5th Imam’s 
younger brother, Zaid ibn Ali and had the body mutilated after taking it out from the grave. 
Hisham was notorious for his misery, despite accumulating a vast treasure that his troops 
brought as loot from different parts of Africa, Europe, and Asia. He was succeeded by his 
nephew, Waleed, who refused to give him any shroud or burial, saying Hisham has left 
no legitimate and lawful income, and whatever he had accumulated was through plunder 
and seizure. Seven years after him, the Omayyad dynasty was thrown into the dustbin of 
history with the rise of the equally oppressive Abbasid usurpers.
900 lunar years ago, on this day in 541 AH, Imad od-Din Zangi, the Atabeg of Mosul, 
Aleppo, Hama and Edessa and founder of the Turkic Zangid dynasty that ruled parts 
of Syria, was killed by his European slave, Yarankesh, shortly after repulsing a joint 
Byzantine-Crusader army. His father, Aq Sunqur al-Hajeb, was governor of Aleppo under 
Malik Shah I, the Isfahan-based Seljuq sultan of Iran- Iraq-Syria-Anatolia. Imad Zangi 
distinguished himself in military exploits against the European Crusaders, and defeated 
King Fulk of the usurper Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem. 
625 lunar years ago, on this day in 816 AH, the Iranian scholar and literary figure, Ali 
ibn Mohammad al-Hussaini al-Jorjani Astarabadi, known popularly as Mir Seyyed Sharif, 
passed away in Shiraz. He was a prominent figure of the Timurid era and was a student of 
the renowned scientist of his day, Qotb od-Din Raazi. He authored several books, including 
“Risalat-al-Kubra fi’l-Manteq” (The Major Treatise in Logic). Among his students were 
Seyyed Mohammad Nourbakhsh, the founder of the Nourbakhshiya Sufi order, and Shaikh 
Abi Jamhour al-Ahsa’i of Arabia.
572 solar years ago, on this day in 1447 AD, the 8th Ottoman Sultan, Bayezid II, was born 
to Mohammad II, the conqueror of Constantinople. 
147 solar years ago, on this date in 1872 AD, a translation from cuneiform tablets of the 
ancient Chaldean account of the Great Deluge, discovered in Mesopotamia (present-day 
Iraq) was read by George Smith before the Society of Biblical Archaeology in London, 
causing sensation, since this predated the Jewish account of the Great Flood by several 
centuries. Smith had pieced together fragments of tablets at the British Museum brought 
from Ninevah. This is now known as the eleventh tablet of the Gilgamesh epic. The most 
reliable account of the Great Deluge or Flood that occurred in the days of Prophet Noah, 
is given in the holy Qur’an – God’s Final Revelation to mankind. According to historical 
evidence, Kufa in Iraq was Noah’s hometown with the exact location of his house being 
what is now the Grand Mosque of Kufa – the 3rd holiest site in Islam after Mecca and 
Medina – from where the flood waters started. The sinners drowned, while Noah and the 
faithful aboard the Ark were saved. It is interesting to note that an ancient plaque found on 
Mount Ararat in the Caucasus where Noah’s Ark came to rest, is being kept at the Moscow 
Museum in Russia. Written in a now extinct Semitic language, its contents have been 
deciphered by scholars who say it is a supplication to the One and Only God invoking the 
names of five holy personages – Hmda, Eiliya, Batoula, Shabara, and Shubayra, which 
Islamic scholars point out are a reference to Prophet Mohammad (SAWA), Imam Ali (AS), 
Hazrat Fatema Zahra (SA), Imam Hasan (AS) and Imam Husain (AS), whose names, as 
the Chosen Ones of God, were invoked by all Prophets since Adam, including Moses and 
Jesus (peace upon them).
125 solar years ago, on this day in 1894 AD, Scottish writer, Robert Louis Stevenson, 
died in Samoa in the Pacific Ocean at the age of 44. He was the author of such works 
as “Treasure Island”, “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde”, “The Master of Ballantrae”, and 
“Kidnapped”.
114 lunar years ago, on this day in 1327 AH, the 6th Qajarid king of Iran, Mohammad 
Ali Shah, was forced by the constitutionalists to revive the Majlis (parliament), which he 
had dissolved two years earlier, shortly after succeeding his father, Mozaffar od-Din Shah, 
to the Peacock Throne. A repressive and inefficient ruler, he had earlier bombarded the 
parliament building with the help of the British and Russian forces. He was soon deposed 
by the constitutionalists, and on being replaced by his 11-year old son, Ahmad Shah, he 
fled to Russian-ruled Odessa (present day Ukraine), from where he plotted his return to 
power. 
109 solar years ago, on this day in 1910 AD, modern neon lighting was first demonstrated 
by Georges Claude at the Paris Motor Show.
108 solar years ago, on this day in 1911 AD, the Iraq-based ulema of Iran decided to 
migrate to Tehran to save the country from colonialist plots, following a Russian ultimatum 
to the elected Majlis to dismiss American lawyer William Morgan Shuster, from his post 
as Treasurer-General, or face war. Following triumph of the Constitutional Movement, 
Shuster, as a representative of an independent and emerging country, was appointed by 
the Majlis to improve Iran’s financial position which the weak Qajarid monarchy had 
mortgaged to the two colonialist powers, Britain and Russia. 
100 solar years ago, on this day in 1919 AD, acclaimed French painter, Auguste Renoir, 
passed away at the age of 78. He was one of the pioneers of the Impressionist Movement 
in painting.
48 solar years ago, on this day in 1971 AD, India and Pakistan fought their 3rd and last 
war that ended 13 days later with the surrender of Pakistani forces to the Indian army on 
the eastern frontier in East Pakistan, which became the new country of Bangladesh.
40 solar years ago, on this day in 1979 AD, the Islamic Republic of Iran’s Constitution was 
ratified following overwhelming majority of votes, cast by the people. The Constitution 
determines the principal policies of the country based on Islamic teachings and values, 
social justice, and human rights. In 1989, an amendment to the Constitution took place 
following its ratification by the Guardian Council and vote of approval by the people.
35 solar years ago, on this day in 1984 AD, a major catastrophe occurred in the central 
Indian city of Bhopal following leakage of chemical gases from the US-run Union Carbide 
factory, resulting in the immediate death of some 4,000 people, mostly Muslims, and 
injuries to some 600,000 others, of which some 6,000 later died from their injuries in 
one of the worst industrial disasters in history. Over 40 tons of highly poisonous MIC gas 
leaked out of the pesticide factory around midnight, enveloping an area of 40 sq km, and 
causing acute breathlessness, pain in the eyes and vomiting to the people. Poison clouds 
hung close to the ground for more than four hours. To date the victims have not been 
adequately compensated, although the US says it paid money to India in 1989. Many 
believe the leakage was deliberate to see how many people would be affected and to what 
degrees.
33 solar years ago, on this day in 1986 AD, following the call of the Father of the Islamic 
Revolution, Imam Khomeini (RA), for bolstering of defence forces on the frontlines of 
the war imposed by the US through Saddam of Iraq’s repressive Ba’th minority regime, 
tens of thousands of volunteers registered nationwide, vowing their resolve for jihad and 
martyrdom for protection of the Islamic Republic. The result was formation of the elite 
“Mohammad Rasoulollah Corps” which created panic in the hearts of the enemies of 
Islamic Iran. 
32 solar years ago, on this day in 1987 AD, Iran test-fired its first ballistic surface-to-
surface missile during the US-imposed war on the Islamic Republic of Iran through 
Saddam’s repressive Ba’th minority regime. It was a major stride for the defence 
industries following years of sanctions on purchase of weapons from abroad during 
the 8-year unequal war, in which the Islamic Republic was fighting virtually the whole 
world – the Capitalist West and the Communist East. Soon, Iran started mass producing 
ballistic missiles, and now has an arsenal of highly advanced missiles of various 
categories– surface, air, marine – far longer in range, faster in speed, and accurate on 
targets.

(Courtesy: IRIB English Radio – http://parstoday.com/en)

This Day in History

TEHRAN (IFILM) -- Iranian short 
‘Magralen’ has grabbed an award at the 
2019 edition of the Golden Knight Malta 
International Short Film Festival.

Directed by Maryam Zarei, 
‘Magralen’ won the best film award at 
the 57th edition of the Maltese event.

The Iranian-Canadian production 
tells the story of a family that lives in 
a car cemetery. The family’s young 
girl, who is blind, has made a car along 
with her elder brother in the automobile 
graveyard in which they spend their 
days.

“An incident disrupts the family’s 
shaky order. Children who are 

struggling to cope with that incident 
are trying to find their own way. The 
elder brother tries to portray the bitter 
reality in a different way for his sister,” 
a synopsis for the film reads.

The Golden Knight Malta 
International Short Film Festival is “one 
of the longest running film festivals of 
its kind worldwide”, according to the 
gala’s website.

The short film event is open to 
non-professional productions, film 
school students as well as commercial 
productions.

The event took place on November 
30, 2019.

Rais Ali Delvari Museum, which was the house of the Iranian freedom fighter, is located in the southeast 
of city of Delvar from Tangestan County of Bushehr Province.

 Courtesy of Tasnim News Agency

‘Magralen’ Crowned Best Short 
Film at Golden Knight Malta

TEHRAN (MNA) – Iranian 
feature ‘When the Moon Was Full’, 
directed by Narges Abyar, has won 
an award at the 23rd Tallinn Black 
Nights Film Festival in Estonia.

The festival’s ‘FIPRESCI Award’ 
was presented by International 
Federation of Film Critics to the 
Iranian feature ‘When the Moon 
Was Full’, directed by Narges 
Abyar. The award is given to 
one film in the First Feature 
Competition. 

The jury members for this 
section included Dariia Badior, 
Joanna Orzechowska-Bonis, and 
Aurelia Aasa. 

Written and directed by Narges 
Abyar, the film narrates the true 
story of Abdul-Hamid Rigi, the 
younger brother of Abdul-Malik 
Rigi, the founder and leader of 
the Jundallah terrorist group in 
southeastern Iran, who marries 

Faezeh Mansuri, a woman from 
Tehran. He forces Faezeh to leave 
her homeland along with her 
brother to live in Pakistan where 
they find themselves involved in 
the Jundallah terrorist activities.

The film had its international 
premiere at the 23rd Tallinn Black 

Nights Film Festival (PÖFF), an 
annual film festival held since 
1997 in Tallinn, the capital city of 
Estonia.

PÖFF is the only festival 
in Northern Europe or the 
Baltic region with a FIAPF 
(International Federation of 

Film Producers Association) 
accreditation for holding an 
International Competitive Feature 
Film Program, which places it 
alongside 14 other non-specialized 
competitive world festivals 
including Berlin, Cannes, and 
Venice, according to the event’s 
website.

The 23rd edition of the event 
took place from 15 November to 1 
December 2019.

Meanwhile, Iranian filmmaker 
Bahman Tavoosi won the Special 
Jury Prize for his Bolivia-Qatar-
Canada joint production ‘The 
Names of the Flowers’. 

The festival’s Grand Prix for the 
Best Film went to ‘Kontora’ from 
Japan, directed and produced by 
Anshul Chauhan. According to the 
festival, the film offered “a rich 
portrait of an ordinary Japanese 
family under severe tensions.”

Award Winning Feature Wins Big in Estonia
A still from Iranian short ‘Magralen’.

A still from Iranian feature ‘When the Moon Was Full’.

A still from Iranian short film ‘Driving Lessons’.


