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 (uranium hexafluoride) gas into cen-
trifuges under the supervision of inspec-
tors from the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA). 

Under the the JCPOA, the first-gen-
eration IR-1 centrifuges at Fordow are 
only allowed to spin without uranium 
gas.

Asked whether the new step is the last 
technical one in Iran’s suspension of its 
commitments, Kamalvandi said: “This 
is not the last step and other steps can 
also come into play.”

“We have taken four steps and it’s 
about time the other side comes into its 
senses. Of course there are other steps,” 
he said, cautioning the remaining sig-
natories of the deal -- the UK, France, 
China, Russia and Germany -- that the 
next steps won’t be limited to technical 
matters.

Kamalvandi said Iran initially did 
not want to scale back its JCPOA ob-
ligations but decided to do so after the 
U.S. decision to abandon the agreement 
disrupted the balance between commit-
ments and tasks.

The Islamic Republic says the suspen-
sion of its commitments is not a viola-
tion of the JCPOA, adding it is based 
on Articles 26 and 36 of the agreement 
itself, which detail mechanisms to deal 
with non-compliance.
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The five-judge bench, headed by Chief 
Justice Ranjan Gogoi, reached a unani-
mous decision to hand the plot of 2.77 
acres (1.1 hectares), about the size of a 
soccer field, to the Hindu group.

The court also directed that another 
plot of five acres (two hectares) in Ayod-
hya be provided to the Muslim group 
that contested the case. That was not 
enough to mollify some critics.

“The country is now moving toward 
becoming a Hindu nation,” Asaduddin 
Owaisi, an influential Muslim opposi-
tion politician, told reporters.

A lawyer for the Sunni Muslim group 
involved in the case initially said it 
would likely file a review petition, 
which could have triggered another pro-
tracted legal battle, but its chairman Za-
far Farooqui said later on Saturday the 
verdict had been accepted “with humil-
ity.”

Muslim organizations appealed for 
calm.

The Hindu group Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh — the parent organization 
of Modi’s party — had already decided 
against any celebrations to avoid pro-
voking sectarian violence.

Restrictions were placed on gatherings 
in some places and internet services 
were suspended. Elsewhere, police 
monitored social media to curb rumors.

Across the border in arch-rival Paki-
stan, the foreign ministry said the deci-
sion “shredded the veneer of so-called 
secularism” in India and showed minor-
ities were no longer safe.

A spokesman for India’s external af-
fairs ministry responded by saying Paki-
stan had a “pathological compulsion” to 
involve itself in internal Indian matters.

In Ayodhya, the streets were largely 
deserted and security personnel pa-
trolled the main road to Lucknow, the 
capital of the northern state of Uttar 
Pradesh.

Residents were glued to their televi-
sions and phones for news of the ruling, 
which delighted Hindus when it came.

“Everyone should come together to 
ensure that the construction work begins 
at the site without any delay,” roadside 
vendor Jitan Singh said over the chants 
of “Jai Shri Ram” (hail Lord Ram) from 
fellow shop-keepers.
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Economically, Iran has been able 
to draw on some of its financial re-
serves to cushion off the impact of 

American sanctions, The Independ-
ent said.

Politically, Iran has been able to 
utilize the theme of nationalism and 
historic grievances about big power 
bullying, it added.

“From an international perspective, 
the world is more sympathetic to 
Iran’s position in the nuclear dispute, 
than the United States. Because Iran 
stayed strictly committed to the nu-
clear deal for one year, after the U.S. 
left the deal and violated its terms,” 
the paper said. 

Experts say it is the Trump ad-
ministration that started this dispute 
and is primarily responsible for its 
non-resolution. 

There is also not much admiration 
for Trump on the international stage 
– except among right wing authori-
tarian and neo-fascist groups – and 
that also helps Iran, Nader Hashemi, 
director of the Centre for Middle 
East Studies at the University of 
Denver, told the paper. 

According to The Independent, the 
Trump administration’s policy on 
Iran has isolated the United States 
and diminished its leverage to en-
force the JCPOA, if not open the 
door to its complete destruction. 

“The policy of ‘America First’ 
has always meant America Alone 
and now we have this dangerous 
and predictable nuclear misbehavior 
enabled by Trump’s failed policy,” 
Harry Reis, director of policy and 
strategy at the New Israel Fund, said. 

“At the moment, president Trump 
and his administration are running 
out of options on Iran. There is not 
much left to sanction in Iran, and 
short of military conflict, there is not 
a lot more pressure that can be ap-
plied,” The Independent said. 
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“Needless to say that Iran, like all oth-
er members of the agency, cannot con-
done any behavior or action which may 
be against the safety and security of its 
nuclear installations, especially ... con-
sidering the past sabotage attempts in its 
nuclear facilities,” he said.

The incident drew the ire of the Unit-
ed States, with Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo claiming that the inspector had 
been “detained” in an “outrageous and 
unwarranted act of intimidation.”

“IAEA inspectors must be allowed to 
conduct their critical work unimpeded,” 
he said in a statement on Friday. “We 
call on Iran to immediately resolve all 
open issues with the IAEA and to afford 
Agency inspectors the privileges and 
immunities to which they are entitled.”

Iran’s nuclear industry has been target-
ed by sabotage and its scientists assassi-
nated in the past.

In 2010, Stuxnet, a cyber weapon 
widely believed to have been made by 
the U.S. and the occupying regime of 
Israel, hit a uranium enrichment facili-
ty at Natanz, in the first publicly known 
example of a virus being used to attack 
industrial machinery.

Tehran later developed an indigenous 
firewall securing its sensitive industrial 
facilities against Stuxnet.

On Thursday, the Atomic Energy Or-
ganization of Iran said that it had can-
celed the IAEA inspector’s accreditation 
after the alarm at the entrance to the Na-
tanz facility raised concerns she could 
be carrying a “suspect product” on her.

Iran says IAEA officials were present 
for all the searches, but the UN agency 
is yet to comment on the incident in-
volving its inspector.
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 through adopting a constructive 
and collaborative approach.”

The UN Human Rights Council’s 
Universal Periodic Reviews take 
place every five years. Iran was one 
of 14 countries under review during 
the most recent session held in Ge-
neva.

AL-QUDS (Dispatches) – Zionist Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has appointed 
Naftali Bennett, one of the leaders of the New 
Right party, as the war minister.

According to local media reports, Netan-
yahu offered Bennett the position at their 
meeting in the Prime Minister’s Office in al-
Quds, and Bennett accepted it.

The appointment is expected to be ap-
proved at the upcoming cabinet meeting.

Bennett is known for his far-right views and 
has criticized Netanyahu several times for 
not acting aggressively in the Gaza Strip af-
ter the retaliatory Palestinian rocket attacks.

Netanyahu, leader of the Likud party, cur-
rently heads a provisional caretaker cabinet, 
after he failed twice to form a coalition fol-
lowing two general elections held on April 9 
and Sept. 17, respectively.

The mandate to form a cabinet has passed 
to Benny Gantz, head of the center-left wing 

party Blue and White which gained 33 seats 
in the second elections.

Should Gantz fail to form a unity cabinet 
together with the Likud, elections may soon 
be held in the Israeli-occupied territories for 
the third time in a short period.

Ayelet Shaked of Bennett’s New Right 
party welcomed the move, saying Netanyahu 
had offered the party a choice of two smaller 
agriculture and diaspora affairs ministries or 
just military affairs.

“We agreed that Bennett would be ap-
pointed” the minister of military affairs. “I 
am convinced that this is what is right for ... 
Israel,” she tweeted.

Bennett, who has in the past called for 
tougher military action against Gaza, will 
take the portfolio from Netanyahu, who has 
simultaneously served as prime minister and 
war minister for nearly a year following the 
resignation of Avigdor Lieberman.

Netanyahu fired Bennett, the former educa-
tion minister, and his ally Shaked, the former 
minister of judiciary affairs, from the cabinet 
following the April election.

Bennett’s party failed to pass the electoral 
threshold in the April election, but it entered 
the Israeli parliament (Knesset) again after 
running on an alliance of extremist right-
wing parties.

“Bennett perfectly preyed on Netanyahu’s 
paranoia and is now reaping the award,” said 
an analysis published by the Israeli newspa-
per Haaretz on Saturday.

According to the paper, Netanyahu could 
have bought Bennett’s loyalty as the lead-
er of a party of eight lawmakers if he had 
agreed to appoint him the minister a year ago 
when Lieberman resigned from the position.

“But Netanyahu refused, taking the job for 
himself. Now Bennett has taken it from him, 
for a lot less,” it added.

CAIRO (Al Jazeera) – An independent panel of United Nations experts 
has said the death of former Egyptian president Mohammed Morsi in June 
could amount to “a state-sanctioned arbitrary killing”.

“Morsi was held in conditions that can only be described as brutal, par-
ticularly during his five-year detention in the Tora prison complex,” a 
statement from the office of the UN high commissioner for human rights 
said.

Morsi, Egypt’s first democratically elected president, died on June 17 
while standing trial for charges that he and legal observers said were po-
litically motivated.

He was deposed in a 2013 military coup carried out by current President 
Abdel-Fattah el-Sisi following a year in power.

Morsi, who belonged to the now-outlawed Muslim Brotherhood, was 
overthrown after a tumultuous year in power.

Led by special rapporteur Agnes Callamard and the UN Working Group 
on Arbitrary Detention, the human rights experts explicitly called out 
Sisi’s government for rights violations in jails describing them as “inten-
tional”.

Morsi spent nearly six years in solitary confinement where the panel 
said he “was denied life-saving and ongoing care for his diabetes and high 
blood pressure”.

The experts noted Friday that “authorities were warned repeatedly” 
about his deteriorating health to the “point of killing him”.

“There is no evidence they (authorities) acted to address these concerns, 
even though the consequences were foreseeable,” the statement added.

Egyptian authorities have not yet commented on the panel’s findings.
Since ascending to the presidency in 2014, Sisi’s government has waged 

a wide-scale crackdown jailing thousands of dissidents, secular activists, 
as well as bloggers and comedians.

The independent panel of UN experts also warned that thousands of 
prisoners are faced with severe health risks due to medical negligence in 
jail.

Among the other detainees enduring similar conditions include Morsi’s 
former foreign affairs adviser, Essam el-Haddad, and his son Gehad el-
Haddad, who was chief spokesman for the Muslim Brotherhood at the 
time of his arrest, the experts said.

MOSCOW (Dispatches) – 
Moscow has urged London to 
clarify whether Founder of the 
‘White Helmets’ had links to al-
Qaeda terrorist group.

The comment comes in the af-
termath of a statement by the UK 
Foreign Office’s Minister for the 
Middle East, Andrew Murrison, 
in which he claimed that the 
White Helmets was subjected to 
a massive disinformation cam-
paign by Syria and Russia.

Instead of condemning the 
criticism of the White Helmets 
group by Moscow and Damas-
cus, London should rather clar-
ify whether the founder of this 
group, who is known to have 

previously served in the UK 
foreign intelligence, had links 
to al-Qaeda, Russian Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova says.

“Let us take a look at who cre-
ated this structure ... It is known 
for a fact that one of the White 
Helmets’ founders was James 
Le Mesurier. He is a former UK 
intelligence officer, specifically 
of MI6 [foreign intelligence ser-
vice],” Zakharova said at a press 
briefing.

This coincidence is unlikely 
to be a random one, the spokes-
woman noted.

“This man has been spotted in 
many conflicts worldwide, in-

cluding in the Balkans and the 
Middle East ... Moreover, a num-
ber of researchers point to the 
links of this former spy to terror-
ist organizations back when he 
worked in Kosovo. There is data 
suggesting that there were al-
Qaeda members among his team 
there,” Zakharova continued.

Moscow would “very much 
want to hear what London has 
to say about these facts,” she 
added.

The White Helmets is a UK-
registered non-governmental or-
ganization. They describe them-
selves as former bakers, tailors, 
engineers, pharmacists, painters, 
carpenters, students and workers 

of other professions who volun-
teered to go to the “most danger-
ous place on earth” and protect 
local civilians from violence.

The group enjoys wide pub-
licity and support in the West 
but was accused by Damascus 
of propaganda and extremism. 
Russia considers the group’s 
activity an element of an infor-
mational campaign aimed at the 
vilification of the incumbent 
Syrian government. In particu-
lar, Moscow accused the White 
Helmets of staging a false-flag 
provocation in Syria that later 
gave grounds for the West to ac-
cuse Damascus of chemical at-
tacks.

DAMASCUS (Dispatches) – 
The Turkish army and Ankara-
affiliated militants resumed attacks 
on the Syrian army and the Kurd-
ish militia in several regions in Ha-
sakah province.

The London-based so-called 
Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights (SOHR) reported that the 
attacks targeted the village of Tal 
Sho’air between Tal Tamar and 
Abu Ra’asin in Hasakah, adding 
that the Turkish army also sup-
ported the incursion with heavy 
artillery fire, wounding several 
people.

It also reported that the Turkish 
drones bombed several regions 
between Tal Tamar and Ra’s al-
Ein in Hasakah.

Meantime, the SOHR reported 
that the so-called Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces (SDF) and the Syr-
ian army regained control of the 

village of Um Sha’eifeh from the 
Turkey-backed militants on Fri-
day night. 

Also, the Arabic-language ser-
vice of SANA news agency re-
ported that the Syrian army has 

engaged in clashes with the Turk-
ish forces on Saturday, adding 
that the two sides exchanged fire 
with heavy and semi-heavy weap-
ons.

Meantime, the Arabic-language 
Qasiyoun news website reported 
that the Turkey-backed militants 
started attacks on the villages of 
al-Davoudiyeh, al-Qasemiyeh 
and al-Arisheh in Hasakah, add-
ing that they engaged in clashes 
with the SDF forces in al-Arisheh 
and several other points in Abu 
Rasin region.

Late last week, the Syrian Army 
continued to reinforce its mili-
tary positions in the northern and 
northeastern countryside of Hasa-
ka, including Tal Tamr, in order to 
confront any possible aggression 
by Turkish occupying forces and 
also to protect locals from the at-
tacks by Ankara troops.
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Turkey-Affiliated Militants 
Clash With Syrian Army 

Dozens of people in Syria’s northeastern province of Hasakah vented their 
anger by throwing stones at Turkish military forces for their presence in the 

area following a cross-border incursion by Turkish army troops and their allied 
militants against militants from the Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG).
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