
TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- Iran on 
Saturday lashed out at the U.S. for 
launching a military mission in the Per-
sian Gulf, saying it will only exacerbate 
insecurity and instability. 

The U.S. Fifth Fleet based in Bahrain 
announced Thursday it had officially 
launched operations to purportedly 
protect shipping lanes near Iranian ter-
ritorial waters.

“History shows that American coa-
litions have always been nothing but 
misnomers, which have not only failed 
to create security but also caused more 
insecurity and instability in different 
parts of the world,” Iran’s Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Abbas Mousavi 
said on Saturday.

The mission was launched five 
months after Washington announced 
that it was seeking to form a “multina-
tional maritime effort” in response to a 

series of mysterious explosions target-
ing vessels in the Persian Gulf and the 
Sea of Oman earlier this year.

Washington announced a deploy-
ment of 1,000 additional troops in the 
region following the attacks.

The U.S. and Saudi Arabia were 
quick to blame Iran for the incidents 
without providing any evidence. 

Iran has roundly rejected the accusa-
tions, emphasizing its commitment to 
regional maritime security and its im-
portance in safeguarding international 
trade. 

Widely seen as an anti-Iran coalition, 
many of Washington’s key allies, such 
as Germany, France and Japan have 
rejected taking part in the operation. 

Only Australia, Britain and Albania 
have pledged to deploy forces along 
with participating regional countries 
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emir-

ates and Bahrain.
Mousavi said on Saturday the U.S. 

needs to misuse the names of other 
countries to legitimize its unilateral 
measures. 

“The U.S. move to conceal its objec-
tives and ambitions behind the names 
of a few other countries shows its 
weakness and lack of international le-
gitimacy,” he said.

The spokesman called on the re-
gional countries to rely on their own 
capacities and those of neighbors to 
ensure sustainable and inclusive secu-
rity in the region.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran as 
the country with longest coastline in 
the Persian Gulf will vigorously keep 
protecting its economic and security 
interests, including security and safe-
ty of shipping in this body of water,” 
Mousavi said.  

TEHRAN (Dispatches) – Iran on Saturday defended its 
decision to block an UN inspector from a nuclear site last 
week.

A spokesman for Iran’s atomic agency, Behrouz Kamal-
vandi, said that the Iranian government “legally speak-
ing” had done nothing wrong in blocking the female in-
spector from its Natanz nuclear facility on Oct. 28.

He said Iran hasn’t imposed any restriction on UN in-
spections, but warned against using them for “sabotage 
and leaking information.”

The U.S. reacted with fury to Iran’s blocking of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) inspector 
who tested positive for suspected traces of explosive ni-
trates.

Speaking at a special meeting of the IAEA’s 35-nation 
Board of Governors in Vienna on Thursday, Iranian Am-
bassador Kazem Gharibabadi said a detector for explo-
sive nitrates went off when the inspector attempted to 

enter the Natanz uranium enrichment plant on October 
28.

“The detector’s alarm went off and it was signaling to 
a specific person,” he said. “They (the authorities) have 
repeated this procedure again and again, and unfortu-
nately, the results were the same all the way for only that 
specific inspector.”

Gharibabadi noted that the woman “sneaked out” to the 
bathroom while officials looked for a female employee 
to search her.

After her return, he added, the alarms did not go off 
again, but authorities found contamination in the bath-
room and later on her empty handbag during a house 
search.

The Iranian official also expressed hope that further 
tests by Iran and the IAEA would explain what hap-
pened.
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In the Name of the Most High

Viewpoint

What Ails Islamic Unity?
By: Sz. Nawabzadeh

“Hold fast, all together, to Allah’s cord, and do not be divided; and 
remember Allah’s blessing upon you when you were enemies, then He 
brought your hearts together, so you became brothers with His bless-
ing.” (Holy Qur’an 3:103)

This is the commandment of the Almighty Creator for all believers 
in the universal message for the entire mankind that He entrusted 
to His Last and Greatest Messenger, so that disunity, discord, sects, 
sectarianism and factionalism do not tear apart the monolithic fabric 
of the Islamic Ummah.

The All-Merciful Lord, Who made Prophet Muhammad (SAWA) the 
“Most Excellent Exemplar” (Holy Qur’an 33:21), has clearly warned 
Muslims against splintering as is evident by the following ayahs: 

“Those who split up their religion and became sects: each faction 
boasting about what it possessed.” (Holy Qur’an 30:32) 

“Indeed those who split up their religion and became sects, you will 
not have anything to do with them.” (Holy Qur’an 6:159)

We need not go back to the days when political leaders who usurped 
power of the state after the passing away of the Prophet, ignored and 
discouraged the statements of the Seal of Messengers regarding the 
path of guidance after him, especially the Hadith that says in clear 
and unambiguous words:

“I am leaving among you the two weighty things; the Book of God 
(Qur’an) and my progeny the Ahl al-Bayt. Hold fast to them and you 
will never go astray for the two will never part with each other even 
when they return to me at the Pool (of Kowsar on Judgement Day).”

Today, in the age of scientific progress that revolutionized communi-
cation technology, split the atom to produce immense energy, helped 
explore space, and made artificial intelligence possible in order for 
the benefit of mankind, we need to enlighten our minds for not just 
attainment of the elusive goal of psychological peace and prosperity 
based on social justice, but for the blissful journey of the soul through 
the realm of afterlife.

This is possible only by firming up the fundamentals of faith and the 
strengthening of spiritual values through proper scrutinizing of our 
beliefs in order to remove the rust of the past centuries that has dis-
coloured the hearts, and made Muslims divided into sects, ethnicities, 
and the most dangerous of all division, that is, political purgatories 
which knows neither religion nor race in the satanic urge to possess 
everything at the expense of others.

This is the reason that the Muslim World sadly presents the spectacle 
of a house divided against itself as is evident by the seditious policies 
of the rulers, who not just harbour deep distrust of each other, but are 
deceived to such an extent by the devil that they feel no inhibitions in 
bowing to the dictates of the sworn enemies of Islam in destroying and 
killing fellow Muslims.

Prime examples in this regard are the Saudi-UAE war on Yemen, the 
civil war in Libya, the persecution of fellow Muslims by the Muslim 
president of Nigeria, the Turkish invasion of Syria, the vandalism in 
Iraq, the indifference towards the bloody ethnic cleansing of Muslims 
in Myanmar, the takfiri terrorism in Pakistan, Afghanistan and other 
places, the backstabbing of Palestinians by Arab regimes and their 
permission to the US archenemy to set up military bases in the region 
so as to threaten Iran and tighten economic sanctions, because these 
reactionaries hate the message of Islamic unity from the Islamic Re-
public.

It is now forty years since that Sage of the Age, Imam Khomeini (RA), 
initiated the Islamic Unity Week by bridging the two dates of Rabi al-
Awwal believed to be the birthday of Prophet Muhammad (SAWA) in 
order to assemble the Ummah on a single platform, and though this 
dynamic concept has succeeded in solidifying most Muslims around 
the world, unfortunately the reactionary regimes ruling certain Arab 
states have spared no effort to sabotage Islamic solidarity.

The Sunnis, on the narrations of the Sahaba – who before becoming 
Muslims were not much familiar with the Prophet – think the 12th 
of Rabi al-Awwal to be his birthday, while Shi’as, holding family ac-
counts of the Ahl al-Bayt to be reliable, regard the 17th of the same 
month as the auspicious day the Last Prophet was born.

Isn’t this the finest formula for promoting the unity of Muslims so 
as to transform the Ummah into a formidable political and economic 
power on the world scene with the message of brotherhood for all 
people around the globe?

The moment this fact is realized, then only Muslim lands will be safe 
from all sorts of predators, including the Americans and the Zionists, 
and our first qibla Bayt al-Moqaddas will return to the Islamic fold, 
with peace and prosperity prevailing all over.

Kayhan Group of Newspapers
 
Editorial Dept. Tel.: 33911561, 33110251-9
Ext.: 2334, 2336, 2337
Advertising Dept.: 33110251-9 Ext. 2336
Subscription Ext.: 2322
Facsimile: 33114228 & 33111120
Website: www.kayhan.ir/en
E-mail: kayhanintl@yahoo.com
P.O. Box: 11365/9631
Address: Martyr Shah Cheraghi Street, Ferdowsi Avenue,
Tehran – Islamic Republic of Iran

Iran’s Foreign Ministry: 

U.S. Mission in Persian Gulf to 
Exacerbate Insecurity

Had they gone forth with 
you, they would not have 
added to you aught save 
corruption, and they would 
certainly have hurried 
about among you seeking 
(to sow) dissension among 
you, and among you there 
are those who hearken 
for their sake; and Allah 
knows the unjust.

The Holy Qur’an (9.47)

This file photo shows an Iranian patrol boat in the Persian Gulf.

TEHRAN (Press TV) -- Iran’s 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said 
on Saturday U.S. claims of advo-
cating human rights are nothing 
but shameless hypocrisy.

In a post on his Twitter account 
on Saturday, Abbas Mousavi re-
acted to a tweet by U.S. State 
Department Spokesperson Mor-
gan Ortagus who criticized a 
new Iran’s human rights exhibi-
tion and alleged that the Islamic 
Republic as one of the world’s 
worst human rights abusers.

The Iranian spokesman said it 
would be great if the U.S. held 
a “human rights fair,” enumerat-
ing several instances of Wash-
ington’s human rights viola-

tions.  

“Shooting passenger flights, 
discriminating blacks, bombing 
civilians in endless wars: Viet-
nam to Iraq, Yemen...let alone 
full support for the most brutal 
terrorist inhuman regimes in the 
region. Shameless hypocrisy at 
its core!” Mousavi added.

The exhibition of the achieve-
ments of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran in the field of human rights 
opened at the United Nations 
Office in Geneva on Monday.

The exhibition, held at the 
same time with the opening of 
the 34th session of the UPR 
(Universal Periodic Review) 
Working Group at the entrance 
hall of the conference, displays 
a number of cases of the Islamic 

Republic of Iran’s human rights 
progress and developments in 
posters and slides.

Delegates to the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council on 
Friday overwhelmingly praised 
Iran’s human rights perfor-
mance at a periodic review of 
the Islamic Republic’s record.

“We commend the govern-
ment’s commitment to promote 
and protect human rights, in-
cluding ongoing efforts in im-
proving education” and health, 
the Palestinian representative 
said.

“We highly commend the 
government of Iran for its dedi-
cated efforts and its continuing 
progress in its promotion and 

protection of human rights for 
its people, particularly women, 
children and persons with dis-
abilities, despite economic sanc-
tions,” said the North Korean 
representative.

Also addressing the UN Hu-
man Rights Council, Iran’s en-
voy to the UN Human Rights 
Council condemned the US 
sanctions as a breach of the UN 
Charter and a major challenge to 
the Islamic Republic’s efforts to 
improve the human rights situa-
tion in the country. 

Muhammad Javad Larijani 
said the Islamic Republic “has 
continuously worked for fur-
ther promotion of human rights
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Iran Defends Barring ‘Suspicious’ 
UN Inspector 
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U.S. Rights Claims ‘Shameless Hypocrisy’
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Independent: 
U.S. ‘Maximum 
Pressure’ Has 
Backfired

LONDON (Dispatches) -- It’s 
been one year-and-a-half since 
Donald Trump pulled the United 
States out of the nuclear deal 
with Iran – calling it the worst 
deal ever – and embarked on a 
policy of “maximum pressure”.

Trump has been piling sanc-
tions and heating up the rheto-
ric against the Islamic Repub-
lic. The U.S. president has said 
that he aims to negotiate a bet-
ter agreement with Iran and his 
policy will bring the Iranians to 
the table for that new deal.

“However, the maximum 
pressure policy has not yet suc-
ceeded in bringing Iran to the 
negotiating table or curbing its 
regional activities across the 
Middle East. In fact maximum 
pressure seems to have back-
fired and pushed Iran across 
the edge,” British daily The In-
dependent wrote on Saturday.

Iran just announced the fourth 
phase of its step by step with-
drawal from the nuclear deal, 
moving further away from lim-
its placed on its nuclear pro-
gram under the JCPOA (Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion).

After Iran’s announcement, 
U.S. Secretary of State Michael 
Pompeo urged the world to ad-
dress Iran’s nuclear escalations 
and take serious steps to in-
crease pressure on the Islamic 
Republic.
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