
MOSCOW (Dispatches) – Russia 
has deployed helicopters to assist and 
protect its military police patrolling 
along Syria’s border with Turkey.

Flights would be conducted on a 
daily basis in an altitude of 50-60 
meters along several patrol routes, 
Russia’s Interfax news agency re-
ported the deployment on Friday, 
citing a military pilot.

Turkish and Russian troops have 
been engaged in joint patrols in 
northeastern Syria in a bid to verify 
the withdrawal of Kurdish militants 
from an area bordering Turkey.

Last month, an agreement was 
reached between Moscow and An-
kara in Sochi on the parameters of 
a “safe zone,” an area void of Kurd-
ish forces which Ankara regards as 
terrorists, to be drawn 30 kilometers 
deep into Syria from the Turkish 
border.

The Kurdish-led Syrian Democrat-
ic Forces (SDF) was consequently 
given 150 hours to pull out troops 

from the region. The Kurds an-
nounced their complete withdrawal 
from the border area on Sunday.

Al-Masdar news agency cited a 
Syrian military source as saying 
that several tank battalions had been 
deployed in Hasakah’s Tal Tam dis-
trict and the town of Ayn Issa north 
of Raqqa, reinforcing Syrian troops 
in areas where Turkish forces had 
previously sought to reach.

The news agency described the de-
ployments as a probable prelude to 
future clashes between Ankara and 
Damascus.

Last month, U.S. President Don-
ald Trump backtracked on earlier 
orders to withdraw all troops from 
northeastern Syria, saying that the 
soldiers would remain there to “se-
cure” the oilfields.

Trump has even said that U.S. ap-
propriation of the oil fields could be 
a fair “reimbursement” for Wash-
ington’s military deployment in the 
region.

Thought for Today
Whoever keeps in order his affairs with Allah, 

Allah will also put his affairs with men in order. 
Whoever makes arrangement for his salvation, 
Allah will arrange his worldly affairs; whoever is 
a preacher for himself, Allah will also protect him. 

Turkey to Begin Repatriation of Daesh Prisoners on Monday
ANKARA (Dispatches) – Turkey will begin to repatriate captured Daesh 

terrorists to their home countries as of Monday, Interior Minister Suleyman 
Soylu is quoted as saying by state media.

Turkey has long criticized its European allies for refusing to take back 
Daesh terrorists who are their citizens, and on Monday warned that Ankara 
would send captured terrorists back to their countries even if their citizen-
ships have been revoked. “We are telling them: ‘We’ll repatriate these peo-
ple to you’, and we are starting as of Monday,” the state-run Anadolu news 
agency quoted Soylu as saying.
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WASHINGTON (Dispatches) 
– The Zionist regime is report-
edly seeking to ink a non-aggres-
sion treaty and economic coop-
eration agreement with Persian 
Gulf Arab countries at the White 
House as a step towards normal-
izing bilateral ties.

The Middle East Eye (MEE) 
news portal, citing a report by 
Israel’s Channel 12 television 
network, said on Wednesday that 
the initiative is being champi-
oned by the occupying regime’s 
foreign minister Israel Katz.

According to the report, Katz 
had presented the plan to for-
mer U.S. special envoy for the 
Middle East Jason Greenblatt 
and told American officials dur-
ing talks that “the goal is to sign 
an agreement [with Persian Gulf 
states] on the White House lawn, 
during [US President Donald] 
Trump’s current administra-
tion.”

U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin had also hailed the ini-
tiative as “excellent,” the report 
said.

The plan, it added, aims at 
“developing friendships and 
cooperation ties” between the 
Zionist regime and Persian Gulf 
Arab countries and obliges them 
to “take effective measures” 
against any incitement, “acts of 
wars, threats or hostility.”

The signatories to the treaty are 
also required to “refrain from 
joining, promoting or assisting 
a coalition, organization or an 
alliance of military or security 
nature, with a third party.”

The MEE had several months 
ago quoted informed Saudi 
sources as saying that Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
is “seriously considering” set-
ting up a “game-changing” 
Camp David-style summit meet-
ing with Israeli Prime Minis-

ter Benjamin Netanyahu, with 
Trump playing host.

In 1978, then Egyptian presi-
dent Anwar Sadat shook hands 
with Zionist prime minister 
Menachim Begin in a meeting 
hosted by U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter at Camp David.

In a relevant report, the United 
Arab Emirates is expected to al-
low tourists holding the Zionist 
regime’s passports to take part 
in the Expo 2020, which the 
Persian Gulf state’s biggest and 
most luxurious city of Dubai is 
going to host for 173 days.

“Israeli and the UAE’s au-
thorities have been in talks for 
a while, in order to allow those 
with Israeli passports to attend 
the Expo in Dubai,” an unnamed 
source within the Expo’s man-
agement team told Israeli daily 
newspaper Yedioth Ahronoth.

The source added, “These talks 
are happening because both 

sides want to see the Expo turn 
into the biggest exhibition in the 
world. The UAE invested tre-
mendous amounts of money and 
thought into the event and they 
want Israelis to be welcomed as 
well.” 

Another source said the Expo 
in Dubai could be a great pilot 
run during which Israeli tourists 
would be allowed into the coun-
try, and it turns out to be a step  
the UAE “might leave its doors 
open to Israeli tourists perma-
nently.”

Egypt became the first Arab 
state to recognize the Zionist 
regime and sign a peace treaty 
with the occupying regime.

In addition to Egypt, the Zion-
ist regime has full diplomatic 
ties with Jordan, but latest re-
ports suggest the occupying 
regime is working behind the 
scenes to establish formal con-
tacts with other Arab countries.

Zionist Regime Seeks to Sign Treaty With Arab Regimes

File photo of Syrian forces reorganizing before moving towards Hayyan 
oil field, east of the central Syrian Homs province on February 7, 2017.

BEIRUT (Dispatches) – Lebanon’s outgoing 
Prime Minister Saad al-Hariri has met President 
Michel Aoun without announcing progress towards 
forming a new government, and banking sources say 
most financial transfers out of the country remained 
blocked.

Already facing the worst economic crisis since 
the 1975-90 civil war, Lebanon has been pitched 
deeper into turmoil since Oct. 17 by a wave of 
protests against the ruling elite that led Hariri to 
resign as prime minister on Oct 29.

Banks reopened on Friday after a two-week clo-
sure but customers have encountered restrictions 
on transfers abroad and withdrawals of hard cur-
rency.

A banking source said that generally all interna-

tional transfers were still being blocked bar some 
exceptions such as foreign mortgage payments 
and tuition fees. A second banking source said re-
strictions had gotten tighter.

Hariri has been holding closed-door meet-
ings with other factions in the outgoing coalition 
cabinet over how the next government should be 
formed, but there have been no signs of movement 
towards an agreement.

Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri said he wanted 
Hariri to be nominated as prime minister again. 
Under Lebanon’s sectarian power-sharing system, 
the prime minister is a Sunni Muslim, the presi-
dent a Maronite Christian and the speaker a Shia.

Aoun has yet to formally start consultations with 
lawmakers over nominating the new prime minis-

ter. The presidency said Aoun and Hariri discussed 
contacts aimed at solving “the current government 
situation”.

Samir Geagea, head of the Lebanese Forces Par-
ty, said Lebanese leaders appear to be “on another 
planet” with no sign of a new government despite 
an economic crisis, warning of social unrest if ba-
sic goods run short.

Geagea said the only way out of the crisis was the 
formation of a competent government independent 
of political parties, as demanded by protesters who 
have been demonstrating against the ruling elite.

Noting there had been no outcome from talks 
over a new government, Geagea said politicians 
were acting as if nothing had changed since pro-
tests swept the country on Oct. 17.

No Sign of New Cabinet in Lebanon  

KABUL (Press TV) – Taliban 
militants have ambushed and 
shot dead three Afghan judges 
and a court staffer while they 
were traveling from the south-
eastern province of Paktia to Ka-
bul, local officials say.

Abdullah Hasrat, a spokesman 
for the governor in eastern Pak-
tia province, said that the attack 
took place in Mohammad Agha 
district of neighboring Logar 
province.

“They were travelling in a car 
but were stopped by the Taliban 
checkpoint on the road,” media 
outlets quoted Hasrat as saying.

The militant group, which has 
been blamed for previous am-
bushes on the highway linking 
Logar province to the Afghan 
capital, did not confirm it was 
behind the latest assault.

Taliban spokesman Zabihullah 
Mujahid said he was not aware 
of the attack but would check 
with local commanders.

Taliban militants fighting to 
overthrow the Kabul govern-
ment have long targeted the ju-
diciary in retaliation for harsh 
sentences given to their mili-
tants.

As Afghan police casualties 
mounted, the government this 
year pulled back from hundreds 
of checkpoints in isolated areas 
that acted as a magnet for Tali-
ban attacks.

Many Afghans complain that 
militant groups have now set 

up checkpoints along the main 
highways, searching cars and 
looking for government em-
ployees.

The Taliban now control more 
territory than at any point since 
the U.S. invasion of the country 
nearly two decades ago. The 
United States is desperately try-
ing to end its longest ever war, 
but peace talks with the Taliban 
are currently stalled.

In the past year, U.S. Special 
Representative for Afghanistan 
Reconciliation Zalmay Khalil-
zad held nine rounds of negotia-
tions with the Taliban in Qatar, 
where the militant group has a 
political office.

An agreement appeared im-
minent in early September, but 
a new wave of violence and the 
death of a U.S. trooper made 
U.S. President Donald Trump 
suddenly call off the talks. The 
White House also canceled a 
truce signing ceremony at Camp 
David of which few had been 
aware.

The U.S.-Taliban negotiations 
centered on the US’s withdraw-
al of troops from Afghanistan.

More than 14,000 U.S. troops 
remain in Afghanistan and 
Trump has repeatedly expressed 
his frustration with their con-
tinued deployment. U.S. forces 
have remained bogged down 
there through the presidencies 
of George W. Bush, Barack 
Obama, and now Trump.

 Taliban Kill Three Judges, 
Court Staffer in Afghanistan

BAGHDAD (Dispatches) – Fresh 
clashes between Iraqi security forces 
and anti-government protesters have 
broken out in Baghdad as authorities 
grapple with the country’s biggest cri-
sis in years.

Security forces fired tear gas and 
threw stun grenades into crowds 

of protesters wearing helmets and 
makeshift body armor on a main 
road in the middle of the Iraqi capi-
tal, sending demonstrators scattering, 
some wounded.

Protesters in Iraq have directed their 
rage at a class of elite leaders, whom 
they accuse of pillaging the oil-rich 

country’s wealth while the popula-
tion grows poorer.

The protests, which began more 
than a month ago, have often turned 
violent, with security forces opening 
fire and protesters torching govern-
ment buildings.

Iraq’s most prominent Shia cleric 

Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani called 
on security forces to avoid using ex-
cessive force in the wake of anti-gov-
ernment protests that have entered 
their third week.

In a statement read out by his repre-
sentative Abdul Mahdi al-Karbalaei 
during a sermon in the holy city of 
Karbala on Friday, Ayatollah Sistani 
held security forces accountable for 
any violent escalation, and urged the 
Baghdad government to respond as 
quickly as possible to demonstrators’ 
demands.

“Peacefulness of protests in their 
various forms should be paid a great 
attention. The biggest responsibil-
ity is on the security forces. They 
must avoid using excessive force 
with peaceful protesters,” the revered 
cleric said.

Ayatollah Sistani also said there 
should be “no more procrastination.”

“The political apparatus has a 
unique opportunity to respond to citi-
zens’ demands with an agreed road-
map,” he said in the sermon read out 
by his representative.

Last week, President Barham Salih 
said Prime Minister Adel Abdel Mah-
di was willing to resign once political 
leaders agreed on a replacement. He 
also called for a new election law and 
said he would approve early parlia-
mentary polls once it was enacted.

Fresh Clashes Erupt in Iraq, 
Ayatollah Sistani Calls for Calm    

Iraqi security forces confront demonstrators on Martyrs’ Bridge in the capital Baghdad on November 7, 2019. 


