
TEHRAN (MNA) – The second 

national and the first international 

conference on the Quran’s 

contribution to humanities and 

empirical sciences theories will be 

held at Tehran-based Malek Ashtar 

University of Technology.

Mostafa Borhani, a faculty 
member of the Shahid Beheshti 
University (SBU) from the 
Quranic Miracles Research Center 
at the university said that the first 
international conference and the 
second national conference of 
this kind dubbed ‘pioneering role 
of the Quran in development of 
scientific theories’ will be held at 
the Tehran-based Malek Ashtar 
University of Technology on 18-
19 December 2019.

Borhani said that in the 
conference, the Holy Quran’s 
contribution to scientific theories 
will be discussed. He added that the 
Quaran’s contribution to different 
scientific fields in humanities 
including economics, educational 
sciences, psychology, sociology, 
law, management, theology, 
philosophy, political science, 
Islamic studies and history.

He also said that in addition, 
the Quran’s contribution to 
the development of empirical 
sciences such as biology, geology, 
and cosmology and astronomy 
will also be addressed at the 
international conference.

The SBU faculty member added 
that there will be panels as well as 
opening and closing ceremonies 
during the conference.

In order to get more information 
on the scientific event, Borhani 
said that the researchers and 
Islamic scholars can refer to the 
website of the conference available 
at: http://www.iquransa.com/fa/
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Today is Saturday; 18th of the Iranian month of Aban 1398 solar hijri; corresponding to 
11th of the Islamic month of Rabi al-Awwal 1441 lunar hijri; and November 9, 2019, of 
the Christian Gregorian Calendar.
1325 solar years ago, on this day in 694 AD, Ergica, the Visigoth king of Spain, accusing 
Jews of collaborating with enemies for overthrowing Christian rulers, enacted a law 
declaring all Jewish-held lands forfeit, all Jews to be enslaved by Christians, all Jewish 
children over the age of seven to be taken from their homes and raised as Christians, 
and Jewish-owned Christian slaves to become owners of their masters’ property. Some 
17 years later in 711, with the advent of Muslims in Spain and establishment of the 
glorious Islamic culture and civilization in this part of Europe when the rest of the 
continent was immersed in dark ages, the Jews were liberated, enjoyed all rights as 
citizens, along with the Christians, and produced statesmen and scholars, such as the 
philosopher-physician, Musa bin Maymoun of Cordoba, known by his Latinized name 
Maimonides, who flourished at the courts of the Muslim rulers of Spain, Morocco and 
Egypt.
1271 solar years ago, on this day in 748 AD, Nasr ibn Sayyar, the last Omayyad 
governor of Khorasan and killer of the Prophet’s venerable descendent, Yahya ibn Zaid, 
died in Saveh, southwest of Tehran at the age of 85, while fleeing the uprising of Abu 
Muslim Khorasani that replaced the Omayyads with the equally repressive Abbasid 
regime. 
869 lunar years ago, on this day in 572 AH, Qilij Arsalan II, the Seljuqid Sultan of 
Roum defeated Byzantine Emperor Manuel Komnenos at the Battle of Myriokephalon. 
The defeat marked the end of Byzantine attempts to recover the Anatolian plateau, 
which was now lost to the Turks forever and today forms the center of the Republic of 
Turkey. Qilij Arslan died in 1192 after a reign of 36 years. He promoted Persian culture 
and was succeeded by Kaykhosrow.
527 solar years ago, on this day in 1492 AD, prominent Persian poet and literary figure, 
Noor od-Din Abdur-Rahman Jami, passed away in Herat in Khorasan Province. He 
went to Samarqand to learn Islamic sciences, literature and history, and visited several 
other lands before settling in Herat. He has left behind a large number of works in prose 
and verse, including “Baharestan”. Jami, who died at the age of almost 80, has also 
composed beautiful odes in praise of Prophet of Islam and the Infallible the Ahl al-Bayt 
(peace upon him).
148 lunar years ago, on this day in 1293 AH, the great scholar and bibliographer, 
Grand Ayatollah Sheikh Mohammad Mohsin, popular as Aqa Bozorg Tehrani, was 
born in Tehran. The masterpiece that Aqa Bozorg produced in almost 30 volumes, 
titled “adh-Dhari’a ila Tasaneef ash-Shi’a”, became a major contribution to Islamic 
scholarship. He also compiled a biographical encyclopedia of Shi’a Muslim scholars as 
a companion to “adh-Dhari’a”, titled “Tabaqaat A’laam ash-Shi’a”, but each section, 
pertaining to the scholars of a given century, also has a separate title. 
142 solar years ago, on this day in 1877 AD, the Poet of the East, Allamah Mohammad 
Iqbal Lahori, was born in Sialkot, Punjab in what is now Pakistan. His poems include 
couplets, quatrains, odes, and lyrics, in several collections such as “Asraar-e Khudi” 
(Secrets of the Self), “Zabour-e Ajam” (Psalms of Persia), and the “Javid-Namah”, 
which he wrote as admonition and guidance for his young son, Javid. He passed away 
in 1938.
108 solar years ago, on this day in 1911 AD, the renowned Urdu poet, Mas’ood ul-
Hassan “Tabish Dehlvi”, was born in Delhi. Great-grandson of the prominent Persian 
poet of India, Nizam od-Din Nizami, he had a flair for languages, and mastered Urdu, 
Persian, Arabic and English. His collection of poetry includes: “Nimroz” (1963), 
“Chiragh-e Sahra” (1982), “Ghobar-e Anjum” (1984), and “Mah-e Shikasta” 
(1993). He passed away in Karachi at the age of 93 in 2004.
101 solar years ago, on this day in 1918 AD, following the defeats of the German army 
in World War I, and breakout of unrest in the country, Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicated and 
Germany was proclaimed a republic.
87 lunar years ago, on this day in 1354 AH, the prominent scholar and one of the 
renowned lecturers of the Najaf seminary, Ayatollah Seyyed Hassan Sadr passed away. 
He was an outstanding jurisprudent who had attained the status of Ijtehad while quite 
young. At the age of 16 he went to holy Najaf to study under the leading ulema and 
nine years later moved to holy Samarra to study under the celebrated scholar, Ayatollah 
Mirza Hassan Shirazi (famous for his fatwa against tobacco consumption in Iran). He 
returned to Kazemain seventeen years later and soon became the leading mujtahed. 
He groomed many scholars, and wrote several books, including “Ta’sees ash-Shi’a”, 
“Role of Shi’a Scholars in Development of Islamic Sciences”, “The Shi’a Muslims 
and Promotion of Islamic Arts”, and a refutation of the absurd viewpoints of the 
pseudo Syrian scholar Ibn Taimiyya.
66 solar years ago, on this day in 1953 AD, Abdul-Aziz Ibn Saud, who was installed 
by the British as King of the artificial country they created for him named Saudi Arabia, 
died at the age of 73. Born in Najd in a Wahhabi clan, he had fled to Kuwait as a 
teenager following the Ottoman victory over the Saudi clan in Najd. The British used 
him as a salaried servant against the Ottoman-supported Aal-e Rasheed dynasty as part 
of London’s project to destabilize Arabia. During World War 1 and decline of Ottoman 
power, he raided the eastern Shi’a Muslim part of Arabia and forced the local chiefs to 
enter into a time-bound agreement which he never honoured, especially after oil was 
discovered in this area. By 1921, with British help he decimated the 85-year rule of 
the Aal-e Rasheed dynasty and seized their dominions up to the borders of Iraq and 
Jordan. When he invaded the Land of Revelation Hejaz and ousted another British 
agent, Sharif Hussein, after massacring tens of thousands of Muslims in the holy cities 
of Mecca and Medina, Britain decided to gift him with a kingdom in 1932. In 1934, 
with British help he seized the northern Yemeni provinces of Najran, Jizaan and Asir. 
His most criminal act was the blasphemous destruction in 1925 of the sacred cemeteries 
of Jannat al-Mo’alla in Mecca that housed the holy tombs of family members of Prophet 
Mohammad (SAWA) and of Jannat al-Baqie in Medina that housed the holy shrines 
of four of the twelve Infallible Successors of the Prophet’s Ahl al-Bayt – Imam Hasan 
Mojtaba, Imam Zain al-Abedin, Imam Mohammad Baqer, and Imam Ja’far as-Sadeq 
(peace upon them).
66 solar years ago, on this day in 1953 AD, Cambodia in Southeast Asia gained 
independence from France after 86 years of colonialist rule. In 1975, power was seized 
by communist general Pol Pot, who installed the Khmer Rouge regime, changed the 
name of the country to Kampuchea and launched a bloodbath, killing at least three 
million people by 1976, including the ethnic Cham Muslims. Cambodia has the famous 
Angkor Vat ruins, regarded as the world’s largest religious monument, which was first 
a Hindu, and later a Buddhist temple. Buddhism is the official religion of the country, 
while Muslims number around 3 percent.
66 solar years ago, on this day in 1953 AD, Welsh author-poet Dylan Thomas, who 
wrote exclusively in English, died in New York at age of 39 during a poetry-reading 
blitz of the US. He has been acknowledged as one of the most important English poets 
of the 20th century and noted for his original, rhythmic and ingenious use of words 
and imagery. Some of his famous poems are “Do not go gentle into that good night” 
and “And death shall have no dominion”. His books include “The Collected Poems of 
Dylan Thomas” and “Under Milk Wood”.
49 solar years ago, on this day in 1970 AD, Charles Andre Joseph de Gaulle, French 
general, writer and statesman died in Paris at the age of 80. He was leader of Free 
France (1940–44) during World War 2, and headed the Provisional Government of the 
French Republic (1944–46). In 1958, he founded the Fifth Republic and was elected as 
the 18th President of France, until his resignation in 1969. 
30 solar years ago, on this day in 1989 AD, Communist-controlled East Germany 
opened checkpoints in the Berlin Wall allowing its citizens to travel to West Germany. 
This key event led to the eventual reunification of East and West Germany, and fall of 
communism in Eastern Europe including Russia.
13 solar years ago, on this day in 2006 AD, Iraq estimated the civilian death toll in the 
first three-and-a-half years of the US occupation around 600,000. The US withdrew in 
2011 and was responsible for the death of over a 1.2 million Iraqis.

(Courtesy: IRIB English Radio – http://parstoday.com/en)

This Day in History

TEHRAN (FNA) -- 
Archaeologists have identified the 
remains of a stone wall in Iran 
about the length of the famous 

Hadrian’s Wall that was built 
across England by the Romans.

The wall, which extends about 
71 miles (115 kilometers), was 

found in Sar Pol-e Zahab County 
in Western Iran.

“With an estimated volume of 
approximately one million cubic 
meters (35,314,667 cubic feet) 
of stone, it would have required 
significant resources in terms of 
workforce, materials and time,” 
wrote Sajjad Alibaigi, a doctoral 
student in the department of 
archaeology at the University of 
Tehran, in an article published 
online in the journal Antiquity.

The structure runs North-South 
from the Bamu Mountains in the 
North to an area near Zhaw Marg 
village in the South, Alibaigi 
wrote. 

Pottery found along the 
wall suggests that it was built 
sometime between the fourth 
century B.C. and sixth century 
A.D., Alibaigi wrote.

Though the wall’s existence 

was unknown to archaeologists, 
those living near it have long 
known about the wall, calling it 
the “Gawri Wall”, Alibaigi wrote. 

Archaeologists are not certain 
who built the structure, and for 
what purpose. Because of the 
poor preservation of the barrier, 
the scientists aren’t even sure of 
its exact width and height. Their 
best estimates put it at 13 feet (4 
meters) wide and about 10 feet (3 
m) high, he said.

The newly discovered Gawri 
Wall is not the only ancient long 
wall in Iran. Archaeologists 
have previously found similar 
structures in the north and 
northeastern parts of Iran. Those 
may have had a defensive 
purpose. 

Alibaigi hopes to carry out more 
research on the Gawri Wall in the 
future, he wrote.

The 26th edition of International Children and Young Adults Theater Festival has started in Imam 
Khomeini (RA) Square of Hamedan province with the motto of “Child, Theater of Nature”. 

Courtesy of Mehr News Agency

Iran Discovers 70-Mile-Long Ancient Wall 

TEHRAN (IFILM) -- Iran 
feature ‘Old Men Never Die’ has 
won an award at the 32nd edition 
of the Tokyo International Film 
Festival (TIFF).

‘Old Men Never Die’ succeeded 
to win the Spirit of Asia Award 
bestowed upon by the Japan 
Foundation Asia Center.

The flick makes Reza Jamali’s 
directorial debut produced in 
2019.

The 85-min film is about one-
hundred-year-old Aslan who is 
living with his other single old 
fellows in a remote village.  

“Since Aslan came to the village 
45 years ago, nobody has ever 

died in the village. Now, most of 
the population is old and disabled 
men. All being done with life, 
they believe the only way to bring 
death back to the village is to 
commit suicide,” read as a short 
synopsis of the film.

It is worthwhile to mention 
that ‘Old Men Never Die’ has 
attended various film festivals 
across the globe, succeeding to 
grab best actor award from the 3rd 
International Bak Film Festival in 
Turkey.  

Established in 1985, Tokyo 
International Film Festival is 
an annual film event and one of 
Asia’s competitive film festivals.

Spirit of Asia Award Goes to Iran in Tokyo

The wall, which extends about 71 miles (115 kilometers), was found in Sar 
Pol-e Zahab County in Western Iran.

The screening event took place on October 28-November 5, 2019 in 
Japan.

Tehran Holds 1st Conference on Quran’s Contribution to Science


