
BAGHDAD (Dispatches) – A senior Iraqi se-
curity expert has disclosed that Washington is at-
tempting to transfer 3,000 members of the Daesh 
terrorist group from Syria to Iraq.

Hafez Al-Basharah told the Arabic-language 
al-Ma’aloumeh news website on Tuesday that 
the U.S. which has created and supported the 
Daesh terrorists in the past few years is now 
plotting to create a safe area for them in Iraq. 

He added that Washington which has chosen 
three areas in Iraq for the Daesh relocation, 

wants to transfer the terrorists first to the re-
gions under Turkey’s military attacks in Syria 
and then to Iraq.

“The first region that the U.S. intends to trans-
fer the Daesh terrorists is an area between Albu 
Kamal in Syria and Qa’em in Iraq; the second 
region is Ein al-Assad base; and the third area 
is one of the U.S. bases in the Iraqi Kurdistan 
region,” al-Basharah said. 

The Arabic-language media outlets had re-
ported in July that Washington planned to bring 

back a more dangerous version of the Daesh 
terrorist group to Iraq and Syria after its failure 
to achieve its mischievous goals in the region. 

The Arabic-language website of the Russian 
Sputnik news agency quoted Hessam Sho’aib, 
a Syrian military expert on terrorist organiza-
tions, as saying that a recent report by the U.S.-
based Institute for Studies of War (ISW) on re-
birth of the Daesh terrorists in Iraq and Syria 
exposes this reality that the U.S. Central Intel-
ligence Agency (CIA) has created the Daesh 
and is preparing the grounds for the return of 
the terrorist groups, specially the Daesh, to the 
region. 

Sho’aib noted that the ISW’s report on Daesh’s 
dominance over several regions in Iraq and Syr-
ia such as Mosul shows that the U.S. is not look-
ing for establishment of peace in the region and 
Daesh’s retreat from Raqqah has taken place on 
CIA’s order and not a defeat in war against the 
so-called Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF).

He reiterated that the SDF is also a part of the 
CIA’s plot for Syria, and said, “The U.S. has 
come to know that it cannot conduct any kind 
of military operation against Iran, and therefore 
it has resorted to reviving the terrorist groups 
to carry out terrorist attacks as a much cheaper 
scenario for the region.

Sho’aib noted that Washington uses the ter-
rorist groups in the region as a pressure lever, 
and said that the purpose for reviving the terror-
ist organizations is preoccupying the regional 
countries’ armies, especially Iraq, Syria and 
Iran.

WEST BANK (Dispatches) – 
Hundreds of Zionist settlers have 
violated the al-Aqsa Mosque 
compound in the occupied Old 
City of East al-Quds.

On Tuesday morning, at least 
300 Zionist settlers entered the 
compound from the Moroccan 
Gate, the Palestine Information 
Center reported.

It added that those settlers re-
sponded to calls made by ex-
tremist groups for mass break-
ins at the al-Aqsa Mosque 
compound to mark a religious 
event.

On October 6, more than 120 
Zionist settlers also violated the 
compound from the same gate, 
attempting to perform rituals.

Zionist troops stationed at al-
Aqsa gates imposed restrictions 
on Palestinian worshipers’ ac-
cess to the mosque, demanded 
their ID cards, frisked them, and 
searched their bags, according 
to a statement released by the 
Department of Islamic Endow-

ments in Jerusalem al-Quds at 
the time.

Except for Fridays and Satur-
days, Israeli settlers violate the 
mosque in the morning and in 
the afternoon on a daily basis, 
the report further said.

The Israeli soldiers shut the 
Moroccan Gate — which is used 
by Jews to enter the Mosque — 
at 10:30 a.m. local time after the 
settlers complete their morning 
tours at the holy site. Later in 
the afternoon, the same gate is 
reopened for evening tours by 
settlers.

Hard-line Israeli legislators 
also regularly violate the al-Aq-
sa Mosque compound in the oc-
cupied city, a provocative move 
that infuriates Palestinians.

According to an agreement 
signed between the Israeli re-
gime and the Jordanian govern-
ment after Israel’s occupation of 
East al-Quds in 1967, non-Mus-
lim worship at the compound is 
prohibited.

Thought for Today
What do you want to know about a person whose 

life is leading him towards ultimate death, whose 
health is the first stage towards illness and whom 
society has forced out of his retreat. 

Two Killed at Saudi Aramco’s Refinery During Maintenance

DUBAI (Reuters) – Saudi refiner SASREF, owned by state oil 
giant Saudi Aramco, said two contractors had died and two more 
were injured in “an incident” during maintenance work on Sun-
day, the company said in a statement on Tuesday.

It said maintenance work will continue as planned. The 
305,000 barrel per day SASREF refinery, located in Jubail on 
Saudi’s east coast, had until September been a joint venture be-
tween Aramco and Royal Dutch Shell. Aramco bought it as part 
of a strategy to expand its downstream operations.
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Hundreds of Zionist Settlers 
Violate Aqsa Mosque

MOSCOW (Dispatches) – 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
starts his visit to the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) to discuss with 
Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
the state of affairs in the Middle 
East as well as the burgeoning bi-
lateral cooperation.

The visit of the Russian presi-
dent captures a historic mile-
stone in the relations between 
the two countries as the first 
UAE astronaut, Hazzaa Ali Al 
Mansoori, travelled to the In-
ternational Space Station (ISS) 
aboard the Russian spacecraft 
Soyuz MS-15 in September. 
Mansoori successfully returned 
from his eight-day mission on 
the Soyuz MS-12 spacecraft on 
October 3.

This achievement is widely 
celebrated in the UAE, while 
Russia could seize an opportu-
nity to further boost cooperation 
in space, culture and business on 
the heels of this success. Most 
recently, Director General of the 

UAE Space Agency Dr Moham-
med Al Ahbabi, in an interview 
with Sputnik, lauded Russia’s 
crucial role in the industry, spe-
cifically pointing out the fact 
that its Soyuz rockets were cur-
rently the only way to transport 
astronauts.

The introduction of the visa-
free regime this year for the trips 
lasting no longer than 90 days 
has also given a great impetus to 
the Russian-UAE ties.

The visit to the emirates comes 
after the Russian president’s trip 
to Saudi Arabia on Monday. In 
his first visit to Saudi Arabia in 
over a decade, Putin exchanged 
views with King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saud on a num-
ber of sensitive regional issues 
as well as military and technical 
cooperation.

On Monday, Putin arrived in 
Riyadh, where he held talks with 
Saudi officials and oversaw the 
signing of 20 agreements worth 
billions of dollars.

During a meeting with the 

Russian leader, King Salman 
praised relations between the 
two countries, especially en-
ergy deals, saying, “We look 
forward to working with Russia 
to achieve security and stability 
and fight terrorism.”

Putin, for his part, said in a 
statement issued during the visit 
that “Russia sees the expansion 
of friendly and mutually ben-
eficial ties with Saudi Arabia as 
particularly important.”

Meanwhile, Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov told report-
ers that Putin and King Salman 
had discussed “military and 
technical cooperation.”

Asked about the possible sale 
of Russian S-400 missile sys-
tems to Saudi Arabia, he said, 
“there is nothing to say yet, 
there are plans.”

Following talks between Putin 
and King Salman, the two coun-
tries inked deals in the fields 
of petroleum and other energy 
industries, space and satellite 
navigation, justice, health ser-

vices, tax administration, miner-
al wealth, tourism and aviation, 
culture and trade.

Key among the accords was the 
one on bolstering cooperation 
between the so-called OPEC+ 
countries — the Organization of 
the Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries plus 10 non-members.

Russia and Saudi Arabia are 
on two opposite sides of the 
conflict in Syria. Moscow has 
supported Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad, while Riyadh 
has sponsored Takfiri militant 
groups fighting to topple the 
Damascus government. 

Another conflict that has been 
plaguing the region for several 
years is the one involving Ye-
men on the one side and the Sau-
di-led military coalition on the 
other. Saudi Arabia has not only 
failed to achieve its objective of 
installing an allied government 
in its southern neighbor, but has 
also become increasingly vul-
nerable to retaliatory strikes by 
Yemen’s Houthi fighters.

Russian President Starts Visit to UAE 

Zionist settlers and regime forces are seen near the Dome of the Rock, at 
the al-Aqsa Mosque compound in East al-Quds, on October 15, 2019.

BAGHDAD (Dispatches) – Iraq have repa-
triated 64 children born to Uzbek families affil-
iated with the Daesh terrorist group, the Iraqi 
Foreign Ministry says.

A ministry statement said the repatriation 
was carried out through the cooperation be-
tween the Iraqi authorities, UNICEF and an 
international organization.

So far, the Iraqi authorities have sent 537 
children from Daesh-affiliated families of 
various nationalities to their home nations, 

the statement added.
The ministry calls upon all states to inten-

sify efforts to receive their nationals who 
are children staying with their mothers in 
Iraqi rehabilitation services, as well as those 
whose sentences have expired.

Thousands of foreign fighters joined Daesh 
which established a self-proclaimed caliph-
ate in parts of Iraq and Syria in 2014. The 
terrorist group lost its urban areas in Iraq in 
2017, and in eastern Syria earlier this year.

Meanwhile, France’s foreign minister said 
on Tuesday that he will hold talks soon with 
Iraqi and Kurdish leaders to discuss how to 
secure thousands of foreign and regional 
Daesh terrorists held in Syrian camps and 
prisons.

“They can act quickly if these camps were 
not sufficiently guarded ...I will very quickly 
meet Iraqi leaders, including Kurdish lead-
ers, to ensure this vital necessity,” Jean-Yves 
Le Drian told French members of parliament. 

‘Iraq Repatriates Dozens Uzbek Children From 
Daesh-Affiliated Families’

RAMALLAH (Dispatches) 
– The Palestinian Authority has 
announced that a committee has 
been formed to investigate the 
impact of the Zionist regime’s 
cellphone towers built in the West 
Bank.

A PA statement said the com-
mittee will work on “document-
ing the violations” of the re-
gime’s cellphone towers in the 
West Bank and assessing “its 
impact,” in order to enact reso-
lutions of the International Tele-
communication Union (ITU) 
relevant to Palestine’s control 
over its resources.

Palestinians have repeatedly 
accused the occupying regime 
of restricting the Palestinian 
telecommunications sector un-
der security and economic pre-
texts.

Palestinian officials say the 
Zionist regime’s telecommuni-
cations companies are deliber-
ately flooding the Palestinian 
market with Israeli cellphone 
SIM cards to provide Palestin-
ian customers with competitive 
offers of internet data and phone 
calls that Palestinian companies 
cannot provide, covering a wide 
area that the regime imposes 

control over inside the West 
Bank.

Official Palestinian data show 
the regime’s telecommunica-
tions companies have made 
more than 150 million U.S. dol-
lars of profit from Palestinian 
users who make up around 20 
percent of their clients.

Under the interim Oslo accords 
signed between the Palestine 
Liberation Organization and the 
occupying regime in 1993, the 
frequencies were to remain un-
der the regime’s control till the 
end of the interim period, which 
was supposed to be in 1999.

However, no final deal was 
reached between the two sides, 
and frequencies and telecom-
munications-related matters 
have remained unresolved.

The ITU decided in September 
2012 to send a fact finding mis-
sion over the regime’s refusal to 
allow Palestinians to advance 
utilization of frequencies, but 
the decision was never imple-
mented.

As of 2018, the Palestinian 
telecommunications companies 
were still only allowed to pro-
vide 3G internet data by the oc-
cupying regime.

Palestine to Probe New Violations 
by Zionist Regime 

‘U.S. Seeks to Transfer Thousands of 
Daesh Terrorists From Syria to Iraq’

Men and boys suspected of being Daesh elements wait to be searched by members of the so-
called Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) after leaving the Daesh last holdout of 

Baghuz, Dayr al-Zawr Province, Syria, on March 1, 2019.


