
BEIJING (Xinhua) - Host China 
have suffered from early foul trouble 
and made key-time errors, losing to 
Poland 79-76 after overtime in the 
2019 FIBA Basketball World Cup 
here.

Both Yi Jianlian and Guo Ailun 
picked up their third personal foul 
in the middle of the second quarter, 
and the host team struggled with-
out their top two scorers.

China was leading by 12 points 
before Poland made full use of the 
moments, delivering a 16-2 run 
to close the first half 39-35 where 
China made a total of 13 fouls 
against seven for Poland.

Point guard Guo was fouled out 
in the middle of the third quarter, 
yet both Yi and Zhao Rui kept at-

tacking from the paint to help Chi-
na get 15 free throws in the period.

After Poland led by three points 
into the last quarter, China over-
took the lead in the later half and 
still led by one point with six sec-
onds remaining and the ball pos-
session.

Poland then made a key steal 
when Zhou Qi tried to pass the ball 
to his teammates, made one of the 
two free throws to force the over-
time at 72-all.

China scored the first point in 
overtime from the line, but Poland 
turned out to be the better team. 
China then made a 5-second vio-
lation with nine seconds left, and 
failed to make it to a double over-
time.

PARIS (AFP) - The transfer 
window shut gently across much 
of Europe with a flurry of loan 
deals instead of the anticipated 
bang of a mega-move.
Several big-name players did 

change clubs on loans, includ-
ing Mauro Icardi moving to 
Paris Saint-Germain from In-
ter Milan and Nikola Kalinic 
and Henrikh Mkhitaryan go-
ing out to Roma from Atletico 
Madrid and Arsenal.
The biggest names among the 

permanent transfer were a pair 
of Central American veterans: 
Keylor Navas and Javier Her-
nandez.
The closure of the window 

interrupted the saga surround-
ing of Neymar, the world’s 

most expensive player, who 
will stay at Paris Saint-Ger-
main having failed to get the 
move back to Barcelona he 
craved for.
Real Madrid had also been 

linked with Neymar as well as 
Manchester United World Cup 
winner Paul Pogba and Totten-
ham’s Christian Eriksen as part 
of the expensive refurbishment 
of Zinedine Zidane’s squad.
Pogba excited some suspi-

cious speculation earlier in the 
day when he dropped out of 
France’s two upcoming Euro 
2020 qualifiers with an “ankle 
problem”.
Real did do one deal with 

PSG. It even involved a World 
Cup winner, but the marquee 

name was the Madrid club’s 
backup goalkeeper.
Navas, a 32-year-old Costa 

Rican who won the Champions 
League three times in Madrid, 
joined PSG with the younger 
French international Alphonse 
Areola moving in the opposite 
direction on loan.
PSG also pulled a late rab-

bit from their sleeve late with 
the loan signing of Argentine 
striker Icardi “with an option 
to buy.”
Icardi was joint top scorer in 

Serie A in 2017-18, but amid 
a series of disputes he was 
stripped of the Inter Milan cap-
taincy last season and barred 
from full training. He started 
legal action against the club.

Barcelona were not entirely 
inactive. They extended the 
contract of attacking midfield-
er Rafinha and then loaned 
him to Celta Vigo, where he 
also spent the 2013-2014 sea-
son.
Even without a deadline-day 

blockbuster, La Liga clubs 
spent a record 1.3 billion eu-
ros on players including Eden 
Hazard, Rodri and Ferland 
Mendy to Real, Antoine Griez-
mann and Frenkie de Jong to 
Barca and Joao Felix to Atleti-
co Madrid.
Manchester United sold 

29-year-old Italy full-back 
Matteo Darmian to Parma. The 
fee was reportedly 1.5 million 
euros for an undisclosed fee.

MILAN (AP) — Inter Mi-
lan’s 2-1 win at Cagliari was 
marred by another racist inci-
dent at the Sardegna Arena in 
their Italian league game.

Romelu Lukaku converted 
Inter’s winning penalty kick 
in the 72nd minute and then 
glared at home fans behind the 
goal as they had been racially 
abusing the former Manches-
ter United player.

Everton forward Moise 
Kean, who is also black, was 
subject to racist abuse when 
he played against Cagliari for 
Juventus last season , as was 
Blaise Matuidi the year be-
fore.

Sunday’s latest incident took 
the gloss off what was Lu-

kaku’s second goal in as many 
games for Inter and the team’s 
second straight win under An-

tonio Conte after last week’s 
4-0 victory over newly pro-
moted Lecce in the Nerazzur-

ri’s opener.
“I didn’t hear it so I can’t 

comment,” Conte said when 
asked about the racist abuse. 
“But I can talk in general: I 
think that in Italy we have to 
improve, to respect everyone.

“When you’re abroad there’s 
more respect, the fans think 
only about encouraging their 
team.”

Lautaro Martinez had given 
Inter the lead in the 28th but 
Joao Pedro headed in Nahitan 
Nández’s cross five minutes 
into the second half to level.

Inter midfielder Stefano 
Sensi thumped a free kick off 
the crossbar but won the pen-
alty shortly after when he was 
tripped by Fabio Pisacane.

MADRID (AFP) - Gareth Bale 
HAS scored twice to save Real 
Madrid from a damaging defeat 
away at Villarreal before capping 
a dramatic 2-2 draw by being 
sent off in injury-time.

Zinedine Zidane said in July 
it would be “best for everyone” 
if Bale left this summer but it 
was the Welshman’s double that 
earned Madrid a point from a 
thrilling contest at la Ceramica.

Villarreal took the lead through 
Gerard Moreno in the 12th min-
ute and then Moi Gomez 16 min-

utes from the end but each time 
Bale pegged them back, first on 
the stroke of half-time and then 
four minutes from the end.

Two yellow cards in as many 
minutes then saw Bale dramati-
cally sent off in the 94th minute 
but by then his match-saving 
contribution was complete.

“I am pleased with his goals, 
of course, and now we have to 
think about a rest,” Zidane said. 
“Although he won’t rest as he’s 
going away with his national 
team.”

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) 
- The U.S. Anti-Doping Agency 
has withdrawn its case against 
sprinter Christian Coleman, 
the fastest man in the world this 
year.

Coleman, 23, had been 
charged with missing three 
drugs tests and was facing an 
automatic one-year ban.

Usada said it had withdrawn 
the charge after receiving guid-
ance from the World Anti-Dop-
ing Agency (Wada).

Coleman is now free to com-
pete at the World Athletics 
Championships, beginning in 
Doha on 28 September.

The American ran a world-
leading time of 9.81 seconds in 
the Diamond League in Cali-

fornia in June.
Usada said clarification from 

Wada had been sought around 

the interpretation of the current 
International Standard for Test-
ing and Investigations (ISTI)

NEW YORK (Dispatches) 
-Spanish second seed Rafael Nadal 
responded to the challenge thrown 
down by 2014 champion Marin 
Cilic as he battled to reach the U.S. 
Open quarter-finals with a four-set 
win.

Nadal, 33, ultimately had too 
much quality for the Croatian 
22nd seed in a 6-3 3-6 6-1 6-2 
victory in New York.

Cilic, 30, briefly rediscovered 
his best form to level before wilt-
ing.

Nadal, the 18-time Grand Slam 
champion, will play Argentine 
20th seed Diego Schwartzman in 

the last eight.
Defending champion Naomi 

Osaka has been knocked out of 
the U.S. Open, losing 7-5 6-4 to 
Switzerland’s Belinda Bencic in 
the last 16.

Osaka, 21, was broken late in 
the opening set and then again in 
the fifth game of the second un-
der the Arthur Ashe Stadium roof 
at Flushing Meadows.

Japan’s Osaka will lose her 
world number one ranking, with 
Ashleigh Barty of Australia to re-
turn to the top spot.

Bencic, the 13th seed, will play 
Donna Vekic in the quarter-finals.

Iran Win Two Silvers at 2019 
World Kurash Championships

SEOUL (Dispatches) – Iranian 
kurash practitioners on Tuesday 
received two silver medals on the 
second day of 2019 World Senior 
Championships in South Korea.

Elyas Ali Akbari, world’s best 
kurash player of 2018, settled for 
silver after conceding a defeat to 
an Uzbek rival in the final match of 
-81kg men’s category. Ali Akbari 
had defeated practitioners from In-
dia, Ukraine, and Tajikistan in his 
path to the final.

Another silver of men’s event for 
Iran was earned by Omid Tiztak in 
-90kg category. He defeated rivals 

from the Philippines, Vietnam, and 
France before suffering a defeat 
against an Uzbek practitioner in 
the final.

Iran will have two other rep-
resentatives in the event which 
will wrestle with their rivals on 
Wednesday.

The 12th edition of World Kurash 
Senior Championships kicked off 
in South Korea’s Chungju on Mon-
day with 184 practitioners from 42 
different countries in attendance. 
The event is also part of the 2019 
Martial Arts Masterships which is 
underway in the South Korean city.

Bale Scores Twice, Sent off 
as Madrid Held by Villarreal

Inter’s 2-1 Win at Cagliari Marred by Racist Abuse

Transfer Window Ends With Star Loans Rather 
Than Huge Deals

Inter’s Lautaro Martinez celebrates with his teammates after scoring a 
goal during the Italian Serie A soccer match between Cagliari Calcio and 
Inter FC at Sardegna Arena Stadium in Cagliari Sardinia island, Italy.

China Lose to Poland 79-76 in 
Overtime at FIBA World Cup

6  September 4, 2019

Nadal Powers Past Cilic, 
Osaka Out of U.S. Open

Rafael Nadal won the U.S. Open in 2010, 2013 and 2017

Christian Coleman won the men’s 100m at the U.S. National Champi-
onships last month

Gareth Bale (right) scored twice in Real Madrid’s 2-2 draw with 
Villarreal on Sunday.

Yi Jianlian (L) of China breaks 
through during the group A 
match between China and 

Poland at the 2019 FIBA World 
Cup in Beijing, capital of China, 

on Sept. 2, 2019.

Coleman Charge Withdrawn by Usada


