
WEST BANK (Dispatches) – 
Thirty Palestinians in the Zionist 
regime’s jails have joined a hunger 
strike in solidarity with six detainees 
who have themselves been refusing 
to eat or drink to protest their illegal 
detention without charge or trial.

The Popular Front for the Libera-
tion of Palestine said on Monday 
that another group comprising 30 
prisoners had joined the open-end-
ed hunger strike to protest against 
the practice of so-called adminis-
trative detention.

The prisoners reject the intake of 
any food or water to step up pres-
sure on the occupying regime’s 
authorities to meet the demands of 
the six detainees who have been on 
hunger strike, particularly Huthai-
fa Halabiya, whose health condi-
tion is deteriorating.

The latest group brings to 49 the 
number of prisoners who have 
joined the protest action in solidar-
ity with the six detainees.

Also on Monday, Zionist troops 
arrested a handicapped man in a 
raid on his home in Isawiya in the 
occupied al-Quds.

The man, Jarrah Mohmmed Ali 

Nasser, in his 40s, has been suffer-
ing from hemiplegia since birth.

It was unclear why he was ar-
rested.

More than 7,000 Palestinians are 
reportedly held in the regime’s 
jails. Hundreds of them have ap-
parently been incarcerated under 
the practice of “administrative 
detention,” a policy under which 
Palestinian inmates are kept in the 
regime’s detention centers without 
trial or charge.

Some Palestinian prisoners have 
been held in administrative deten-
tion for up to 11 years.

Palestinian inmates regularly 
stage hunger strike in protest at 
the administrative detention policy 
and harsh conditions in the jails.

Over a dozen Palestinian law-
makers and nearly 20 journalists 
are also held in the regime’s deten-
tion centers, several of them under 
the administrative detention policy.

In 2015, the Zionist regime ap-
proved a law that authorizes force-
feeding Palestinian prisoners on 
hunger strike, a practice rejected 
by the United Nations as a viola-
tion of human rights.

Thought for Today
Anyone who loves us Ahlul Bayt must be ready to 

face a life of austerity.

20 Journalists Abducted in Yemen in Past Five Years  
SANAA (Dispatches) – An alarming total of at least 20 journalists have been 

the victims of enforced disappearance in Yemen since the start of the Saud-
led war in 2015, according to a tally by Reporters Without Borders (RSF). 
They include two journalists who were abducted by armed men in the past few 
weeks. Most of these 20 journalists were kidnapped by either former regime 
and, in most cases, their families lack precise information about where they 
are being held or what has happened to them. “Yemeni journalists are almost 
systematically targeted by armed forces, regardless of where they are located, 
and must often defend what they have written,” RSF’s Middle East desk said.  
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More Palestinian Prisoners 
Join Hunger Strike

BAGHDAD (Dispatches) – A 
senior commander of Hashd al-
Shaabi popular forces says the 
U.S. report on the presence of 
14,000 Daesh terrorists in Iraq 
and Syria is unreal and the num-
bers have been exaggerated to jus-
tify American troops’ presence in 
the region.

“What the American sources 
say about the number of Daesh 
members and the danger of their 
infiltration from Syria to Iraq is 

an attempt to intimidate the Iraqi 
nation and government,” Mo’ein 
al-Kazzemi told the Arabic-lan-
guage Baghdad al-Youm news 
website on Tuesday.

“The Americans want to find a 
pretext for their continued mili-
tary presence and increase their 
forces,” he added.

Al-Kazzemi said that the Iraqi 
security forces are now chas-
ing and cleansing Daesh terror-
ists from al-Anbar, Salahuddin, 

Nineveh and Diyala provinces, 
stressing that ‘Operation Will 
of Victory’ has shown that only 
a few dozens of Daesh terrorists 
have remained in their hideouts 
in Iraq.

The Iraqi army has also denied 
a Pentagon report that alleged 
approximately 14,000 Daesh 
terrorists were present along the 
Iraqi-Syrian border.

“The figure announced by the 
Pentagon is extremely exagger-

ated,” the spokesman for the 
Joint Operations Command, 
Brig. Gen. Yahya Rasool, said in 
a press statement.

Rasool added that the Iraqi mil-
itary had recently launched their 
third phase of Operation Will of 
Victory, which is meant to rid 
Iraq of the last Daesh sleeper 
cells.

The third phase began last week 
and is currently being conducted 
inside the Diyala governorate.

‘Pentagon Exaggerating Number of Daesh to
 Justify Buildup in Iraq’

This file photo shows people gathering in Gaza City to show their 
support for Palestinian prisoners held in Israeli jails.

BERLIN (Dispatches) – There are no grounds 
to investigate the world’s largest chemical dis-
tribution company over sales of substances that 
could be used to manufacture chemical weapons 
to a Syrian company, German prosecutors ruled 
on Tuesday.

German newspaper Sueddeutsche Zeitung 
and other newspapers reported in June that 
Brenntag AG had sold ingredients with poten-
tial dual-use in painkillers and nerve gas to a 
Syrian drug maker, hitting its shares on con-
cern over political repercussions in the United 
States.

But the prosecutors’ office in the western city 

of Duisburg said there were no sufficient signs 
of wrongdoing that would justify an investiga-
tion into Brenntag, a company that employs 
16,600 people.

Duisburg prosecutors had taken over the 
case from counterparts in Essen, who in June 
received the initial complaint about Brenntag 
from three non-governmental organizations: 
New York’s Open Society Justice Initiative, 
Berlin’s Syrian Archive and Switzerland’s Trial 
International.

Brenntag said in June that a Swiss subsidiary 
had in 2014 supplied diethylamine and iso-
propanol to Syrian drug maker Mediterranean 

Pharmaceutical Industries (MPI) to produce a 
painkiller, in line with relevant laws and regu-
lations.

Swiss drug maker Novartis said it had granted 
MPI contract manufacturing and local distribu-
tion rights for pain relief skin gel Voltaren.

“Delivery of both products was made in ac-
cordance with applicable law,” Brenntag said in 
its statement.

The German company said it did not circum-
vent European Union export restrictions and 
said the Swiss State Secretariat for Economic 
Affairs had confirmed compliance with export 
regulations.

World’s Largest Chemical Company Won’t Face 
Probe Over Syria Sales

DAMASCUS (Dispatches) – 
A Russian ship carrying a large 
supply of heavy military equip-
ment, including tanks and ar-
mored personnel carriers, is en 
route to the Syrian port city of 
Tartous as the government forces 
have started massive military op-
erations in northern Syria.

The English-language Al-
Masdar news website quoted 
maritime naval observer Yoruk 
Isik as saying that the Russian 
ship, Ropucha class landing 
ship Azoz 151, has passed the 
Bosphorus Strait en route to 
the Port of Tartous in western 
Syria.

It noted that since the Russian 
vessel is very heavy, it is most 
probably carrying heavy mili-
tary equipment such as tanks.

Al-Masdar noted that the lat-
est delivery by the Russian 
Navy comes at the same time 
the Syrian Army is advancing 
through the Southern parts of 
Idlib province.

Russia has recently increased 
its weapons supply deliveries to 
Syria since the start of the mili-

tary operation; this has proven 
to be incredibly important for 
the Syrian military as the loss 
of military equipment has been 
quickly replenished by their 
Russian allies.

In a relevant development 
earlier on Tuesday, the Syrian 
Army continued its advanc-
es towards the city of Khan 
Shaykhun, the main bastion of 
Tahrir al-Sham terrorist group 
and took control of a region as 
government forces dispatched 
new military convoy to south-
ern Idlib.

The Syrian Army troops, 
backed by artillery and missile 
units, engaged in fierce clashes 
with Tahrir al-Sham terrorists 
in the town of Sakik in South-
ern Idlib and took control of the 
town of Tal Ra’i.

A military source, meantime, 
pointed to the Syrian Army 
advances towards the town of 
al-Tamaneh in Southern Idlib 
from Tal Ra’i, and said that the 
Syrian Army troops attacked 
defense lines of Tahrir al-Sham 
in al-Tamaneh.

‘Russian Ship Carrying 
Heavy Military Equipment 

Heading to Syria’

SANAA (Dispatches) – Yemeni 
armed forces have targeted the air-
port of Abha, in Saudi Arabia’s 
southwestern province of Asir, with 
domestically-developed Qasef-2K 
(Striker-2K) drones.

A military source told Yemen’s 
al-Masirah TV that the drone at-
tacks hit its targets with precision on 
Tuesday.

Yemeni forces regularly target po-
sitions inside Saudi Arabia in retali-
ation for the Saudi-led military ag-
gression on their country.

On Sunday, the Yemeni forces 
launched a drone attack on King 
Khalid Air Base near the city of 
Khamis Mushait in Asir.

In another development, some 
2,000 militants backed by Riyadh 
and Abu Dhabi have defected to 
Sanaa after dozens of the Saudi-led 
coalition positions collapsed in Ye-
men and southern Saudi Arabia in 
the past two weeks, Spokesman for 
the Yemeni Armed Forces Brigadier 
General Yahya Saree announced on 
Tuesday.

Thousands of defectors are in a 
rush for receiving amnesty from 
Sanaa, to such an extent that the re-
turn of the Saudi-backed militants 
to the Yemeni capital for joining the 
Yemeni Army and the Ansarullah 
Popular Forces has been a common 
scene in the capital, al-Akhbar, a 

Lebanese newspaper, reported.
The report said that the recent 

successes achieved by the Yemeni 
army and Ansarullah popular forces 
in capturing 37 military sites in the 
Saudi border region of Najran and 
al-Jawf have shattered the morale 
among militants serving the Saudi-
Emirati coalition.

Militants’ morale went down on 
both sides of the coalition, it said, 
adding that those loyal to Abd-Rab-
bu Mansour Hadi in Marib and al-
Bayda along with the UAE-backed 
militants on the Western coast are 
frustrated with the recent develop-
ments.

The Lebanese paper added that 

the defense ministry of the National 
Salvation Government has formed 
an operational committee tasked 
with welcoming and coordinating 
the affairs related to defectors to 
ease their union with the Yemeni 
army and Ansarullah popular forces.

Sanaa has welcomed tens of com-
manders who have abandoned the 
Saudi-Emirati coalition from fronts 
in Southern Saudi Arabia - Asir, Na-
jran and Jazan provinces - and from 
Yemen’s Western coasts - Taez, al-
Beyda and Marib provinces.

Defectors have told officials in 
Sanaa that Saudi commanders have 
been using Yemeni militants as a hu-
man shield, and that in some cases 
hundreds of Yemeni militants have 
been “mistakenly” attacked by Sau-
di forces.

Saudi Arabia and a number of its 
allies launched a brutal war against 
Yemen in March 2015.

The U.S.-based Armed Conflict 
Location and Event Data Project 
(ACLED), a nonprofit conflict-re-
search organization, estimates that 
the Saudi-led war has claimed the 
lives of over 60,000 Yemenis since 
January 2016.

The war has also taken a heavy 
toll on the country’s infrastructure, 
destroying hospitals, schools, and 
factories. The United Nations says 
over 24 million Yemenis are in dire 
need of humanitarian aid, including 
10 million suffering from extreme 
levels of hunger.

The war was launched to eliminate 
Yemen’s Houthi Ansarullah move-
ment and restore a former regime 
to power in Yemen. It has achieved 
neither of its goals.

Yemen Attacks Saudi Arabia’s 
Abha Airport With Drones

Cars are parked in front of Abha International Airport in Saudi Arabia’s southwestern province of Asir on June 12, 2019.  


