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This Day in History

(August 14)

Today is Wednesday, 23" of the Iranian month of Mordad 1398 solar hijri;
corresponding to 12 of the Islamic month of Zil-Hijjah 1440 lunar hijri; and August
14, 2019, of the Christian Gregorian Calendar.

1304 lunar years ago, on this day in 136 AH Abu’l-Abbas as-Saffah, the first self-
styled caliph of the usurper Abbasid regime, died after a rule of four years, following
the overthrow of the Godless Omayyad dynasty, and was succeeded by his crafty
and cruel brother, Mansour Dawaniqi. His real name was Abdullah and he claimed
descent from Abbas, an uncle of Prophet Mohammad (SAWA). Although he returned
the vast orchard of Fadak to the Prophet’s progeny, from whom it was seized by
the first and second caliphs, he usurped political power of the state himself, despite
the deceptive slogan of his political-military campaign to return to the Ahl al-Bayt
the rule of the Islamic realm. The reason he is known as ‘as-Saffah’ (Shedder of
blood), is because of his ruthless massacre of the Omayyads, whose male members
he exterminated, almost to the last single person, except for a youth called Abdur-
Rahman, who managed to flee Syria to Spain, where he seized power and set up a
dynasty that ruled for a century. Saffah also dug up the graves of the Omayyads in
Damascus, including that of their founder, Mu’awiyah ibn Abu Sufyan, and burned
their bones and skeletons.

738 solar years ago, on this day in 1281 AD, during the second Mongol attempt
to conquer Japan, a fleet sent by Kublai Khan disappeared in a typhoon. A Mongol
army of 45,000 from Korea, joined an armada of 120,000 men from China to land at
Hakozaki Bay. The typhoon destroyed the fleet. Survivors ended up as slaves.

604 solar years ago, on this day in 1415 AD, Henry the Navigator of Portugal, taking
advantage of the weakening of Muslim rule in Spain and northwest Africa, launched
a surprise attack on the Maranid Dynasty of Morocco and occupied the port city of
Ceuta in the battle of the same name. He mercilessly slaughtered Muslim defenders
in what is known as “baptism of blood”.

500 lunar years ago, on this day in 940 AH, the great religious scholar, Shaikh Ali ibn
Abdul-Aal al-Ameli, known as Mohaqqeq Karaki, passed away. He groomed many
great scholars both in Iran and his homeland Lebanon, including the celebrated Zain
ad-Din al-Ameli, who was persecuted and cruelly killed, thereby earning the title of
Shaheed Thani (Second Martyr). Mohaqqeq Karaki played a leading role in enlight-
ening Iranians with the legacy of the Prophet’s Ahl al-Bayt, and wrote several books
that are taught to this day, including “Jame’al-Magased”, and “Resala-e Edalat”.
427 solar years ago, on this day in 1592 AD, the naval Battle of Hansan Island, also
known as the Battle of Hansando, occurred near the Korean island of Hansan, and
was one of the most important battles of the Imjin War. Korean admiral Yi Sun-sin
destroyed at least 47 Japanese ships and captured 12. Yi’s victory in this battle became
a turning point in the campaign. This battle is considered the third largest naval battle
in world history, after the Battle of Salamis between the Greeks and Achaemenid
Persia, and the Battle of Gravelines between England and Spain.

421 solar years ago, on this day in 1598 AD, during the Nine Years’ War, in the
Battle of the Yellow Ford, Irish forces under Hugh O’Neill, Earl of Tyrone, defeated
an English expeditionary force under Henry Bagenal.

177 solar years ago, on this day in 1842 AD, during the genocidal conflicts waged
by the US against the native Amerindians, the Second Seminole War ended, and the
Seminole people were forcibly relocated to Oklahoma from their ancestral homes
in Florida. The US has a very black, bleak, and bloody record of genocide and
persecution of the native Amerindians and the black people.

115 solar years ago, on this day in 1904 AD, the cattle-herding Hereros, a tribe
of Southwest Africa (later Namibia), became the first genocide victims of the 20th
century, when the German occupiers launched a brutal massacre. General Lothar
von Trotha, sent by Kaiser Wilhelm II to put down the native uprising, drove the
Hereros into the desert and issued a formal “extermination order” (Schrecklichkeit)
authorizing the slaughter of all who refused to surrender. Out of some 80,000 Hereros,
60,000 were killed. Of the 15,000 who surrendered, half of them died in prison camps,
while some 9,000 escaped to neighboring countries.

74 solar years ago, on this day in 1945 AD, Japan surrendered during World War II
and was occupied by the US, which a few days earlier had committed crimes against
humanity by destroying the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki with atomic bombs,
even though Japanese were on full retreat from war zones.

72 solar years ago, on this day in 1947 AD, Pakistan was born as an independent
Muslim country on division of the Subcontinent by the British on the eve of their
departure from India. It was the result of the long struggle against colonial rule by the
Muslim League led by Mohammad Ali Jinnah — an Ismaili Shi’a Muslim who later
became Athna Ash’ari (Twelver). The new country was made up of West Pakistan — on
the borders of Afghanistan and Iran — and East Pakistan on the borders of Myanmar.
In 1971, the eastern part seceded and became Bangladesh.

67 solar years ago, on this day in 1952 AD, French Economist, Alfred Sauvy, first
used the term “Third World”, in an article in the French magazine L’ Observateur to
describe underdeveloped countries. He was paraphrasing a remark by Emmanuel-
Joseph Sieyes, a delegate to the Estates General in 1789, who had said the Third
Estate is everything, has nothing, but wants to be something.

48 solar years ago, on this day in 1971 AD, Britain ended its physical presence in
Bahrain by declaring it independent, after reaching a deal two years earlier with the
Pahlavi regime of Iran against reclaiming it, since for ages it was part of successive
Persian Empires.

45 solar years ago, on this day in 1974 AD, following massacre of 125 Muslims in
Cyprus, the Turkish government dispatched troops to take control of the northern
area of this island, which for centuries was part of the Ottoman Empire until Britain
imposed the Cyprus Convention in 1878 to take over the Mediterranean Sea’s 3rd
largest and most populous island that had a Muslim majority. Though the Ottomans
retained nominal suzerainty, it was obvious that Cyprus was lost by the Muslim
World, since the British lost no time in changing demographic patterns and making it
a virtual Greek island. Today two-thirds of Cyprus is administered by Greeks, while
the rest is called the ‘Turkish Republic of Cyprus’.

36 lunar years ago, on this day in 1404 AH, Ayatollah Mirza Mohammad Bager
Ashtiyani, passed away at the age of 81 in Tehran and was laid to rest in Rayy.
Son and grandson of religious scholars who were active during the Constitutional
Movement, he was a product of the holy seminary of Najaf, where he studied under
such prominent ulema as Ziya od-Din Iraqi, and Seyyed Abu’l-Hassan Isfahani. Upon
return to Iran he was engaged in teaching and writing books.

31 solar years ago, on this day in 1986 AD, the exegete of the holy Qur’an, Ayatollah
Ali Najafi Kashani, passed away in his hometown Kashan at the age of 65. A product
of the famous seminary of holy Najaf in Iraq, where he attained the status of [jtehad,
on return to Iran, after a three-year stay at the seminary of holy Qom, he took up
teaching in Kashan. Among his books is “Sincerity, the Greatest Merit”.

13 solar years ago, on this day in 2006 AD, following the UN issuance of Security
Council Resolution 1701 and its acceptance by Lebanon’s Hezbollah, the 33-day
Zionist-imposed war ended. The war was a US-Zionist plot, backed by reactionary
Arab regimes, to try to destroy Lebanon’s legendry anti-terrorist movement. But
people’s resistance, coupled with the military prowess of the Hezbollah, shattered
the myth of military invincibility of Israel with tanks, ships and aircraft reduced
to junk. Over 4,000 missiles fired at the Zionist entity by the Hezbollah endeared
the movement and its dynamic leader, Seyyed Hassan Nasrollah, to Arab and other
Muslims worldwide, including conscientious thinkers in the West.

12 solar years ago, on this day in 2007 AD, in Iraq, Takfiri terrorists blew up through
remote control four explosive-laden trucks in Qahataniya killing over 800 Kurds of
the non-Muslim Izadi creed. Two years back, the Takfiri terrorists uprooted from their
homes nearly 50,000 Izadis in the Sinjar area of Iraq near the Syrian border. Several
thousand Izadi girls and women are being held as sex slaves by the Takfiris — with the
tacit approval of the US and Arab reactionary regimes.

(Courtesy: IRIB English Radio — http://parstoday.com/en)
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Italy Highlights Iran Cinema, Art
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TEHRAN (IFILM) -- Salento International Film Festival (LIiF) in Italy has

set to focus on Iranian cinema and art.

Art is an open window towards knowing a country’s culture. Any form of
it can work miracles in getting to know a nation’s habits and style of life.
Cinema-the seventh art- is perhaps the most vocal form of art that can act
as a directing guide to help its viewers through passageways to intruduce
a country in a nutshel.

The Italian festival has taken advantage of this fact to present Iran through
its cinema. According to the official website of the event ‘...Iran is nor-
mally presented through false images- perhaps cinema would be a more
accurate medium to learn about deeper levels of society, the moral values
and other identity factors’.

The event has adopted a special section titled ‘Focus on Iran’ to show four
Iranian shorts namely ‘Endless’ by Maryam Zahirimehr, ‘He Went..." by
Mehdi Esmaeili, Peyman Zandi’s ‘Dance of Life’ and ‘Beloved’ directed
by Yaser Talebi.

A photo exhibition will also run during the event that will portray images
captured by Mohammad-Reza Domiri Ganji.

TEHRAN (MNA) — Iranian doc-
umentary ‘Lotus’ directed by Mo-
hammadreza Vatandoust has made
it into the competition program of
the 10th Environmental Film Festi-
val in Australia.

Directed by Mohammadreza
Vatandoust, Iranian documentary
‘Lotus’ will take part at the com-
petition section of the 10th edition
of Environmental Film Festival in
Melbourne.

In April of 2010, after the con-
struction of the Lafour dam, La-
fourak and several other villages
were flooded with 80 meters of
water. ‘Lotus’ narrates the story of
one old woman who has waited 12
years for permission to cross the
lake to an island where the last res-

\ident of Lafourak waits for her.

Tran Documentary Competes at Australia Environmental Festival)

Lotus” director Mohammadreza Vatandoost.

The documentary won Best Di-
rector Documentary award at the

‘Artistic Vision Award’ at the 16th
Big Sky Documentary Film Festi-
val in US.

Held annually in Melbourne,
EFFA is Australia’s only interna-
tional film festival dedicated to
screening films with a focus on
the environment. The films select-
ed for the lineup, according to the
festival, should have a focus on
celebrating nature and wildlife,
championing the people, organi-
zations and projects protecting the
environment, and illustrating the
unprecedented global threats we
face, including climate change,
food sustainability, habitat loss
and pollution.

The 10th EFFA will be held on
October 24 — November 1, 2019,
in Melbourne, Australia. J

18th Beirut International Film
Festival in Lebanon, as well as the

Cinematic
Event to Honor
Iranian Artists
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TEHRAN (IFILM) -- Famed
director and film photographer
are set to be honored at gala or-
ganized by Iranian Society of
Still Photographer.

Director Sirous Alvand and
veteran film photographer
Hossein Maleki will be hon-
ored at the 5th edition of Ira-
nian Still Photographers Cel-
ebration to be held on August
15,2019.

The event, directed by Ali
Nikraftar,

artists showcasing a special

annually honors

outlook on cinema through
the window of still photogra-
phy.

ifilm has aired two movies
‘Tainted Hands’
dent’ by Alvand. The director
has also been at the helm of the
TV series ‘The Weary-Heart-
ed’ (2009) and the made-for-
TV film ‘Burnt Stars’ (2010).

Still photographer Malki is

and ‘Acci-

an actor too. He has appeared
in movies such as ‘Mr. Habib’
and ‘Oath’.

Role of Blood-Brain Barrier in Alzheimer’s

WASHINGTON (Dispatches)
-- A new study shows how the Alz-
heimer’s disease allows toxins to
pass through the blood-brain bar-
rier, further harming neurons.

MIT engineers have now devel-
oped a tissue model that mimics
beta-amyloid’s effects on the
blood-brain barrier, and used
it to show that this damage can
lead molecules such as thrombin,
a clotting factor normally found
in the bloodstream, to enter the
brain and cause additional dam-
age to Alzheimer’s neurons.

The researchers also used the
tissue model to show that a drug
that restores the blood-brain bar-
rier can slow down the cell death
seen in Alzheimer’s neurons.

perience damage to brain blood

The blood vessel cells that make
up the blood-brain barrier have

vessels caused by beta-amyloid
many specialized proteins that proteins, an effect known as cere-
help them to form tight junctions bral amyloid angiopathy (CAA).
-- cellular structures that act as a It is believed that this damage
strong seal between cells. allows harmful molecules to get

Alzheimer’s patients often ex- into the brain more easily.

Kordasht Bath is a historical building of the Safavid era, located in a village of the same name near the
city of Jolfa in East Azarbaijan province, north-western Iran.
Courtesy: IFP News




