
TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- Leader 
of the Islamic Revolution Ayatol-
lah Seyyed Ali Khamenei said here 
Wednesday gifted Iranian youths 
should both help advance Iran’s sci-
entific status and expand the borders 
of science and technology in general.

Ayatollah Khamenei made the 
remark during a meeting with 115 
medal winners of national and in-
ternational scientific olympiads as 
well as members of the national 

youth volleyball team.
The Leader encouraged his young 

audience to preserve with imple-
menting their talents. 

“The gifted individuals have an 
endless path before them, and the 
mankind’s capabilities are endless 
and extraordinary. Do not let your 
capacity and talents stop at this 
level. When you win medals, you 
should continue to move forward. 

The Leader also praised the ef-

forts of the national youth volley-
ball team and its Iranian coach. 
“I have always believed that our 
head coach should be Iranian. I 
am glad that an Iranian head coach 
has managed to assist the youth 
to achieve the championship,” the 
Leader said.  

Last month, Iran’s under-21 na-
tional volleyball team won the 
world championships held in Bah-
rain for the first time.

“Thank God, our young ath-
letes brought us pride and honor. 
Where? In a country whose people 
are of course friendly to us, but the 
government is unfriendly,” Aya-
tollah Khamenei said of the West-
backed regime of Al Khalifa which 
has been cracking down on an up-
rising in the Shia-majority country 
for years. 

“There, you stood above all in 
volleyball. This is invaluable. The 
Iranian people became happy and 
I, because of the people’s hap-
piness, got very happy too,” the 
Leader said. 

Ayatollah Khamenei urged young 
intellectuals and gifted individuals 
to keep on pushing at the boundar-
ies of advancements.

“We have a lot to do. Once we 
had a leading position in the world. 
Then, it began to decline. Yet, dur-
ing the past couple of centuries 
which saw an intrusion by outsid-
ers, the decline has no longer been 
normal; it is imposed,” the Leader 
said. 

“We were held back and the world 
advanced.” 

Despite all our efforts after the 
Islamic Revolution, especially dur-
ing the past 20 years, “we are still 
suffering from much backward-
ness,” Ayatollah Khamenei said.

The most important duty of the
(Continued on Page 7)

LOS ANGELES (Dispatches) 
-- Democratic presidential front-
runner and former U.S. Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden accused President 
Donald Trump of fuelling the white 
supremacy that’s blamed for several 
mass shootings in the United States, 
according to a speech Biden was due 
to deliver on Wednesday.

Biden, 76, was scheduled to 
speak in Iowa after back-to-back 
mass shootings this past weekend 
in the United States. In the first, 
on Saturday, a gunman killed 22 
people in El Paso, a Texas city 
on the border with Mexico. Law 
enforcement agencies say he ap-

parently was driven by hatred for 
Hispanics.

In the second mass shooting, a 
gunman in Dayton, Ohio, killed 
nine people, including his sister, 
before he was killed by police.

Trump’s rhetoric, including call-
ing Central Americans trying to 
enter the United States “an inva-
sion”, and his hard-line immigra-
tion policies have exposed him to 
condemnation since the El Paso 
shooting.

“How far is it from Trump’s 
saying this ‘is an invasion’ to the 
shooter in El Paso declaring ‘his
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TEHRAN (Dispatches) – The 
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps 
(IRGC) said on Wednesday Iran’s 
recent downing of an intruding 
U.S. drone and its seizure of a 
British tanker proved the hollow-
ness of the enemies’ assertions of 
power. 

“The global arrogance, par-
ticularly the U.S., has ratcheted 
up its military threats over the 
past few years to evoke a sense 
of discontent in the society, but 
the downing of the intruding 
American drone and seizure of 
the UK tanker that breached 
(international maritime) law re-
vealed the enemies’ delusion of 
grandeur to the world,” IRGC 

spokesman Ramezan Sharif 
said.

The UK-flagged Stena Impero 
tanker was impounded by the 
IRGC on July 19 while crossing 
the Strait of Hormuz en route to 
Saudi Arabia.

IRGC’s seizure came days af-
ter Britain’s naval forces unlaw-
fully seized Iranian-owned oil 
tanker Grace 1 and its cargo of 
2.1 million barrels of oil off Gi-
braltar whose officials said the 
confiscation had taken place at 
the request of the U.S.

A day after the UK tanker was 
seized, the IRGC shot down an 
intruding American spy drone 

(Continued on Page 7)

Iran to Unveil Bavar-373 Later This Month 
TEHRAN (Press TV) -- Defense Minister Briga-

dier General Reza Hatami said on Wednesday Iran 
plans to unveil a domestically-designed and –man-
ufactured missile defense system later this month.

Hatami said on the sidelines of the cabinet meet-
ing that the missile system, dubbed Bavar-373, will 
be unveiled on National Defense Industry Day, 
which falls on August 22. The missile system will 
“significantly increase the country’s defense capa-
bilities and power,” Hatami said.  
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Zarif Chides Saudi Reliance on Foreign Powers 

TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Iranian Foreign Minister Muham-
mad Javad Zarif highlighted Saudi Arabia’s wrong policy 
of depending on foreign countries and said the Islamic 
Republic never buys or sells security like a commodity but 
rather derives its security and power from its own people.  

“Some countries see their future and security hinged 
upon dependence and regard security as something pur-
chasable, and think that they can maintain their security 
by paying money and buying weapons and learn nothing 
from history,” Zarif said, addressing a gathering to mark 
the Islamic Human Rights and Human Dignity Day here.

Trump Faces Hostility on 
Visit to Carnage Sites 

Ayatollah Khamenei meets winners of national and international scientific olympiads and members of the 
national youth volleyball team in Tehran, Aug. 7, 2019.

IRGC: Hollowness of Enemies’ 
Power Exposed
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Ayatollah Khamenei to Iranian Youths: 

Push Boundaries of Advancement

Condolences on the Martyrdom of Imam Muhammad al-Baqer (AS)

By: Seyyed Ali Shahbaz 
  
“A single Rak’ah of prayer in the Sacred Mosque (the Masjid al-Haraam enclosing 
the Holy Ka’ba) is better than a hundred thousand Rak’aat of prayer in other 
mosques.”
These are not the words of any narrator or compiler of hadith, who might or might 
not have correctly conveyed what he had heard or recorded from someone whose 
authenticity he was not hundred percent sure about, regarding an expression of 
Prophet Muhammad (SAWA).
As a matter of fact, this is the statement of a Direct Descendant of the Seal of 
Messengers, on whose authority scholars of his time used to pen down, not just 
events pertaining to his Illustrious Ancestor’s memorable life, but accounts of the 
Prophets of the past, and the correct meaning and message of the ayahs of God’s Final 
Revelation, the Holy Qur’an.
In other words, the above-mentioned aphorism is a tiding for every true believer 
performing the pilgrimage to Mecca with full faith in the tenets of Islam, firm 
adherence to the genuine practice and behaviour (Seerah wa Sunnah) of the 
Almighty’s Last and Greatest Messenger, and complete conviction in the Infallible 
Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt, whom God has entrusted with authority and are not the 
elected, selected, and nominated representatives of ignorant masses, or have imposed 
themselves upon Muslims through deceit and military might.
To be more precise, this bezel of wisdom is from the 5th Immaculate Heir of the 
Prophet, who over a half-century before the birth of this great-great-grandson had 
conveyed to him greetings through the loyal companion Jaber ibn Abdullah al-Ansari 
and called this particular descendant “Baqer al-Uloum” or the Splitter and Spreader 
of Sciences.
No wonder, Imam Muhammad al-Baqer (AS) has said about the “talabiyya” or the 
pilgrims’ responding to the Call of the Almighty:
“Whoever says “Labbayk” seventy times out of faith and conviction, Allah will 
assign thousands of angels to bear witness to his immunity from the Fire (of Hell) 
and schism.”
The Imam practiced whatever he preached, and since we are on the threshold of his 
martyrdom anniversary (7th Dhu’l-Hijjah), here is an interesting instance from his life 
– as reported by Aflah whom Imam Baqer (AS) had bought from an Arab and freed 
from enslavement – when on entering the Masjid al-Haraam his eyes fell upon the 
Symbolic House of the Omnipresent God: 
“Weeping over-whelmed him. I said, ‘My parents be ransoms for you, people are 
watching you; can you not lower your voice to a whisper?’ He replied: “This is Allah’s 
House, why should I not be weeping? He will indeed look at me favourably in the 
Hereafter.” The Imam then circumambulated the Ka’ba, performed the Tawaf Prayer 
in its proper place, and went into prostration. When he raised his head, I saw that his 
forehead was wet with tears.”
Among the many Hadith on the significance of the Hajj and its rites expressed by 
Imam Baqer (AS) is the following:
“The Hajj and the Umrah are two markets for (profits of) the Hereafter. The person 
who performs the Hajj and the Umrah very often is Allah’s guest; if Allah keeps him 
alive, he is kept forgiven and if Allah takes away his life, he will enter Paradise.”
He did not coin these phrases, but was expounding the Hadith of his illustrious 
ancestor, Prophet Muhammad (SAWA), from whom he was descended on both sides 
– his mother Fatema (SA) being the daughter of the Prophet’s elder grandson, Imam 
Hasan al-Mujtaba (AS), and his father Imam Zain al-Abedin (AS) being the son of the 
Prophet’s younger grandson, Imam Husain (AS), the Martyr of Karbala. 
He also said: 
“The supplications of every person, whether pious or impious, who stays in 
Arafat and at Mash’ar al-Harram, will definitely be answered (by Allah). The 
supplications of a pious person will be of benefit in both this world and afterlife, 
while the supplications of an impious person will be of benefit only in matters of 
this (transient) world.”
Another narration from Imam Baqer (AS), reads:        
“Whoever reads the whole Qur’an in Mecca within a week, less or more, and 
finishes it on Friday, Allah will write for him as many rewards as Fridays in this 
world…” 
He was not making any innovations, nor politicizing a religious ceremony, and 
neither distracting the pilgrims from observing the rites of the Hajj. He was following 
God’s commandment as stated by the opening ayahs of Surah Towbah that explicitly 
call for observing during the Hajj the practice of “bar’aat min al-mushrikeen” 
(disavowal of disbelievers) – a practice that was revived in our times by the Father 
of the Islamic Revolution, Imam Khomeini (RA), but which the present day usurpers 
of the Haramayn Sharifayn, the Godless Saudi clan of Najd, vehemently opposes 
and blasphemously kills Hajj pilgrims, because its godfather, the US and the Zionist 
entity, are being denounced. 
Now we understand what Imam Baqer (AS) meant when he said:
“There is no single (Eid) al-Fitr or (Eid) al-Adha in which Muslims do not renew 
their sorrows for the progeny of Prophet Muhammad (SAWA)… because they see 
their (Ahl al-Bayt’s) rights in the hands of others.”
Before departing from the mortal world, at the end of his 19-year imamate, Imam 
Baqer (AS) set aside a sum of 800 Dirhams for mourning ceremonies to be held at 
Mena during the climax of the Hajj for ten years, so that pilgrims coming from all 
over the Muslim World, become familiar with the merits of the Prophet’s Ahl al-Bayt, 
and their sufferings at the hands of the usurpers of the caliphate.
May Allah curse the Omayyad tyrant, Hisham ibn Abdul-Malik, who fearful of the 
popularity of the Prophet’s Righteous Heir, ordered the governor of Medina, Ibrahim 
bin Waleed, to place on the Imam’s horse a saddle fitted with poisoned nails, as a 
result of which left the mortal world on the eve of the Hajj.
Peace unto Imam Baqer (AS), who as a 4-year child was imprisoned by the ungodly 
Yazid and whipped by his hordes in Karbala; the marks of which were visible on 
his 57-year old body at the time of the funeral bath and burial this day in 114 AH 
in the Sacred Jannat al-Baqie Cemetery, which was blasphemous destroyed by the 
Wahhabis in 1925. 

Rewards of the Rites & Rituals 
at the Holy Ka’ba 

ISLAMABAD/SRINAGAR, India (Reuters) 
-- Pakistan said on Wednesday it would expel In-
dia’s ambassador and suspend bilateral trade with 
its arch-rival after New Delhi stripped its portion 
of the contested Kashmir region of special status.

Neighbors China and Pakistan, which both 
claim parts of Kashmir, have voiced fierce op-
position to India’s removal of a constitutional 
provision that had allowed the country’s only 
Muslim-majority state to make its own laws.

Nuclear-armed India and Pakistan have twice 
waged war over Kashmir and in February en-

gaged in an aerial clash. India, which has been 
battling insurgents there for 30 years, said the 
special status had hindered Kashmir’s develop-
ment and it wanted to fully integrate the region 
with the rest of the country.

Moin-ul-Haq, Pakistan’s newly appointed am-
bassador to India, has yet to take up his post but 
will now not move to New Delhi, while Indian 
Ambassador Ajay Bisaria will be expelled, Is-
lamabad said in a statement on Wednesday.

“It is very obvious that our ambassador 
wouldn’t be in Delhi, and obviously the man 

who is here will also leave,” Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi said in a telephone in-
terview with Pakistani TV channel ARY News.

Thousands of Indian security forces kept a lid 
on protests in Kashmir on Wednesday, helped 
by the continued suspension of telephone and 
internet services after the Himalayan region’s 
special status was scrapped this week.

Streets in the main Kashmiri city of Srinagar 
were deserted for a third day, with almost all 
shops shut, barring some pharmacies. Armed
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Pakistan Expels Indian Envoy as Tensions Flare 


