
RIYADH (Press TV) – Human 
Rights Watch has condemned the 
Saudi authorities for seeking the death 
penalty against a reformist religious 
thinker and critic on charges that 
bear “no resemblance to recognized 
crimes.”

Hassan Farhan al-Maliki was ar-
rested in September 2017 and has 
been held in detention since then. 
The Saudi authorities finally brought 
charges against him in October 2018.

HRW said al-Maliki’s prosecu-
tion for peacefully expressing his 
religious views contradicts Crown 
Prince Mohammad bin Salman’s 
claims in October 2017 that he 
wanted to “revert” the kingdom to 
“a moderate Islam open to the world 
and all religions.”

“Mohammed bin Salman has con-
sistently pledged to support a more 
‘moderate’ version of Islam while 
his country maintains a prosecution 
service that seeks the death penalty 
against religious reformers for ex-
pressing their peaceful ideas,” Mi-
chael Page, deputy Middle East di-
rector at HRW, said.

“Saudi Arabia’s real road to reform 
lies in allowing religious thinkers 
like al-Maliki to express themselves 
without fear of arrest and possible 
execution,” Page added.

According to the US-based rights 
group, al-Maliki is currently on trial 
over 14 charges, nearly all of them 
having “no resemblance” to crimes 
recognized by law.

HRW, which reviewed al-Mali-
ki’s charge sheet, said the first two 
charges relate to his peaceful expres-
sion of his religious opinions about 
the veracity of certain sayings of the 

Prophet (PBUH) and his criticism of 
several seventh century Islamic fig-
ures.

Maliki was also charged with “in-
sulting the country’s rulers and the 
Supreme Council of Religious Schol-
ars, and describing them as extrem-
ist”, and accusing Arab countries of 
the Persian Gulf of supporting the 
Daesh terrorist group.

The Other charges included prais-
ing Seyyed Hassan Nasrallah, Secre-
tary General of Lebanon’s Hezbollah 
resistance movement, and “having 
sympathy” for the Yemen’s Houthi 
Ansarullah movement.

He is also facing charges for voicing 
his religious views in television inter-
views, attending discussion groups in 
the kingdom, writing books and stud-
ies and publishing them abroad.

The rights group cited a Saudi ac-
tivist as saying that the Specialized 
Criminal Court in Riyadh, which 
specializes in terrorism trials, has 
held at least three trial sessions on 
the cleric’s case. The next hearing 
has not yet been scheduled.

Saudi Arabia has lately stepped up 
politically-motivated arrests, pros-
ecution and conviction of peaceful 
dissident writers, human rights cam-
paigners and independent clerics.

Saudi officials have also intensified 
security measures in the Shia-popu-
lated Eastern Province.

Eastern Province has been the scene 
of peaceful demonstrations since 
February 2011. Protesters have been 
demanding reforms, freedom of ex-
pression, the release of political pris-
oners, and an end to economic and 
religious discrimination against the 
oil-rich region.

Thought for Today
Often inordinate desire to secure a single 

gain acts as a hindrance for the quest of many 
profitable pursuits. 

Iraqi Parliament Votes in Defense, Interior, Justice Ministers 
BAGHDAD (Dispatches) – The education portfolio is the only one yet to 

be filled in Iraq’s government after lawmakers on Monday voted in Prime 
Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdi’s nominees as defense, interior and justice min-
isters. Najah al-Shammari, Yaseen al-Yasiri and Faruq Ameen were respec-
tively confirmed in those posts, lawmakers said. But Safana al-Hamdani, the 
nominee for minister of education and the only women to be put forward so 
far for a ministerial post, was rejected. Months of deadlock over forming a 
cabinet have raised the prospect of further unrest as the country struggles to 
rebuild and recover after three years of conflict with Daesh.
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‘Anti-Wahhabi Saudi 
Thinker Faces Execution’

SILIVRI (Dispatches) – 
Prominent Turkish businessman 
Osman Kavala and 15 other 
civil society figures went on trial 
on Monday accused of trying to 
overthrow then-Prime Minister 
Tayyip Erdogan’s government 
by organizing nationwide pro-
tests six years ago.

The Gezi demonstrations in 
the summer of 2013 started as 
a protest against the redevelop-
ment of a park in Istanbul, a 
city with limited green space, 
and quickly spread across the 
country.

Erdogan at the time dismissed 
the idea that the protests were 

environmentally motivated, 
saying they aimed to topple his 
government. The defendants 
deny the charges against them.

Kavala launched his defense 
on Monday in the court in 
Silivri, a town west of Istanbul 
and the site of Turkey’s largest 
prison, where he has been held 
on remand since 2017.

“The accusation for which I 
have been imprisoned for the 
past 20 months is based on a 
series of claims that have no 
factual basis and defy logic,” 
Kavala told the court.

The huge courtroom was 
packed with about 100 law-

yers, along with MPs and sup-
porters of the defendants, who 
clapped and shouted as Kavala 
was led out of the room after 
the morning session. Riot po-
lice stood outside.

The indictment calls for life 
sentences without parole for 
the defendants, who are ac-
cused of attempting to over-
throw the government and 
financing the protests among 
other charges.

Erdogan, now Turkey’s pow-
erful executive president after 
constitutional changes, and 
his cabinet of the time are all 
plaintiffs in the case. The in-

dictment names 746 people as 
injured parties in the nation-
wide protests and holds the de-
fendants responsible for all in-
juries and damage to property.

Authorities acquitted several 
of the defendants in a 2015 
case also related to the Gezi 
protests.

Erdogan equates the Gezi 
protesters with Kurdish mili-
tants and those accused of 
launching the attempted coup 
in 2016. About 77,000 people 
have been jailed since then in a 
crackdown which Turkey says 
is a necessary response to se-
curity threats.

Turkish Court Tries Businessman, 15 Others Over 2013 Protests
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KABUL (Dispatches) – Upcoming peace talks 
between the United States and the Taliban will 
focus on working out a timeline for the with-
drawal of U.S.-led troops from Afghanistan and 
on a Taliban guarantee that militants won’t plot 
attacks from Afghan soil, sources said on Mon-
day.

A seventh round of talks between the warring 
sides begins on Saturday in Qatar’s capital 
of Doha, where U.S. and Taliban negotiators 
have been trying to hammer out a deal to end 
to the 18-year-long war since October.

“Once the timetable for foreign force with-
drawal is announced, then talks will automati-
cally enter the next stage,” said Sohail Sha-
heen, a spokesman for the Taliban’s political 

office in Doha.
“We don’t need to wait for the completion of 

the withdrawal, both withdrawal and talks can 
move forward simultaneously.”

The focus of the talks has been a Taliban 
demand for the withdrawal of U.S. and other 
foreign forces and a U.S. demand the Taliban 
guarantee that Afghanistan will not be used as 
a base for militant attacks.

The negotiations have so far excluded Afghan 
officials. The Taliban refuse to hold talks with 
the government in Kabul, which the militant 
group views as illegitimate and a U.S. puppet.

 The Taliban have said they will not do any-
thing until the U.S. announces a withdrawal 
timeline.

The Taliban’s five-year rule over at least 
three quarters of Afghanistan came to an end 
following the 2001 U.S.-led invasion, but 17 
years on, Washington — having failed to end 
the Taliban’s militancy campaign — is seeking 
truce with the militants.

Observers say the militant group is now ne-
gotiating from a position of strength as it has 
managed to strengthen its grip over the past 
three years, with the government in Kabul 
controlling just 56 percent of the country, 
down from 72 percent in 2015, according to a 
U.S. government report released last year.

The Taliban have even continued to carry out 
daily attacks on Afghan security forces amid 
the negotiations.

U.S., Taliban Aim to Work Out Date 
for Foreign Force Exit From Afghanistan

GENEVA (Dispatches) – UN 
human rights chief Michelle 
Bachelet said on Monday that 
55,000 captured Daesh terrorists, 
including foreigners, and their 
families detained in Syria and 
Iraq should face prosecution or 
be freed.

States “must assume respon-
sibility for their nationals” and 
should not inflict statelessness 
on the militants’ children who 
have already suffered so much, 
Bachelet also told the UN Hu-
man Rights Council as it opened 
a three-week session in Geneva.

The 55,000 include foreign 
militants from nearly 50 coun-
tries and 11,000 family mem-
bers held at the al-Hol camp in 
northeastern Syria “in deeply 

sub-standard conditions”, she 
said.

Authorities in northeast Syria 
have been urging Western coun-
tries to take back citizens who 
joined Daesh and their relatives 
after the U.S.-backed so-called 
Syrian Democratic Forces 
(SDF) captured the group’s last 
enclave this year.

“Foreign family members 
should be repatriated unless 
they are to be prosecuted for 
crimes in accordance with inter-
national standards. Children, in 
particular, have suffered griev-
ous violations of their rights - 
including those who may have 
been indoctrinated or recruited 
by ISIL (Daesh) to perpetrate 
violent acts,” Bachelet said.

UN’s Bachelet:

55,000 Linked to Daesh in 
Syria, Iraq Should Be Tried  

GAZA/RAMALLAH (Dispatch-
es) – Palestinians burned portraits 
of U.S. President Donald Trump 
as they protested in both the Gaza 
Strip and the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank on Monday against U.S.-led 
plans for a conference on their econ-
omy in Bahrain.

Many Palestinian business 
groups have said they will boy-
cott the June 25-26 event, billed as 
part of Washington’s long-awaited 

Zionist-Palestinian peace plan and 
spearheaded by Trump’s adviser 
and son-in-law Jared Kushner.

“Down with Bahrain, down with 
Trump, down with the Manama 
conference,” chanted crowds in 
Gaza. Some burned large paint-
ings of Trump marked with the 
words: “Deal of the devil”.

Leaders in both territories have 
accused Washington of pro-Zi-
onist bias and railed against the 

conference’s focus on economy, 
rather than their aspirations for an 
independent state.

Kushner told Reuters on Satur-
day the plan would create a mil-
lion jobs, halve Palestinian pov-
erty and double the Palestinians’ 
GDP.

In the West Bank, hundreds 
marched through Ramallah’s main 
squares. Protesters there burned 
posters of both Trump and Bah-

rain’s King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa.

The rallies marked a moment of 
political unity against the Bahrain 
conference, despite a 12-year po-
litical feud between Abbas’s Fatah 
party and Hamas.

“The Manama conference is a 
comedy show, a wedding without 
the bride (the Palestinians) ... it 
will not succeed,” said a protester 
who gave her name as Siham in 
Gaza City.

The Bahrain conference will be 
attended by Persian Gulf Arab 
states as well as Jordan and Egypt. 
The Zionist regime is expected to 
send a business delegation but no 
regime officials.

Mahmoud Barhoush, 25, said he 
didn’t know whether to laugh or 
cry at what he called Arab states’ 
“treasonous” participation.

“Enough of your running into the 
arms of Trump and (Zionist Prime 
Minister Benjamin) Netanyahu,” 
he said at the Ramallah protest.

Other demonstrators criticized 
the lone Palestinian businessman 
named as an expected attendee in 
Bahrain, Ashraf Jabari. 

“Whoever attends is not a Pales-
tinian and is not welcomed in Pal-
estine. There should be measures 
taken against them,” said Maisoon 
Alqadoomi, 32, a Fatah activist 
from Ramallah.

Palestinian leaders on Monday 
renewed their calls for a boycott 
of the conference.

Palestinians Rally Against 
Kushner’s ‘Economic Plan’

Protesters chant slogans and gesture as they march with Palestinian flags during a demonstration against 
the U.S.-led conference in Bahrain.


