
UNITED NATIONS (Dispatches) 
-- Majid Takht-Ravanchi, the Iranian 
ambassador to the United Nations, 
says members of the MKO terrorist 
cult are now closely cooperating with 
the U.S. intelligence in order to cre-
ate chaos in Iran.

“The MKO, which is responsible 
for the killing of at least 12,000 Ira-
nian civilians and many Iraqi citi-
zens, as well as a number of other 
nationalities, continues to receive 
funds from certain countries in the 
region while enjoying the support 
of certain States, including in Eu-
rope,” Takht-Ravanchi said Tues-
day night.

He made the remarks in an ad-
dress to the United Nations Secu-
rity Council meeting on “Threats 
to international peace and security, 
linkages between international ter-
rorism and organized crime”.

After being delisted as a terrorist 
group by the U.S., he added, the 
MKO is now active in this country 
and its members are closely coop-
erating with the U.S. intelligence 
community for disruptive and de-
structive plots and plans against 
Iran.”

“Iran is the victim of the activi-
ties of both terrorist groups and 
transnational criminals. At the 
same time, we are at the forefront 
of combating both menaces,” the 
Iranian ambassador said.

Cognizant of the serious threat 
posed by terrorist groups in our 
region, Iran has assisted Iraq and 
Syria, upon their request, in com-
bating the most dangerous terrorist 
groups, he said.

“In our neighborhood, terrorist 
groups and organized criminals are 
involved mostly in trafficking of 

drugs and, in certain cases, of arms 
and cultural properties in order to 
finance their activities,” Takht-
Ravanchi said.

Therefore, along with terrorist 
groups, Iran has also engaged se-
riously in countering organized 
criminals, mainly those involved in 
drug trafficking.

“As a result, in the past 40 years, 
3,815 of our law enforcement forc-
es have lost their lives and over 
12,000 others have been wound-
ed,” he added.

According to the ambassador, Iran 
has seized approximately 11,000 
tons of different types of narcotic 
drugs and psychotropic substances 
in the past three decades.

In 2018 alone, our law enforce-
ment forces carried out 1,557 op-
erations against drug traffickers, 
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WASHINGTON (Dispatches) -- A top United States 
general has announced plans to set up a coalition of allied 
countries willing to patrol key shipping channels in the 
Persian Gulf region.

General Joseph Dunford, chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, said on Tuesday that Washington plans to en-
list its allies to patrol the Strait of Hormuz and Bab al-
Mandeb.

The Strait of Hormuz is a key shipping channel in the 
Gulf of Oman, while Bab al-Mandeb is a strait located 
between Yemen on one side, and Djibouti and Eritrea 
on the other.

“We’re engaging now with a number of countries to 
see if we can put together a coalition that would ensure 
freedom of navigation both in the Straits of Hormuz 
and the Bab al-Mandeb,” said Dunford, as reported by 
Reuters.

Last month, Donald Trump called on countries to pro-
tect their own ships as they pass through the Strait of 
Hormuz, saying that U.S. troops do not “even need to 
be” in the Persian Gulf.

But as part of Washington’s plan, Dunford said the 
U.S. military would provide command ships and sur-
veillance technology, while its allies would escort ships 
and patrol the areas.

The general said the U.S. plans to identify which 
countries “have the political will to support” its plans, 
“and then we’ll work directly with the militaries to 
identify the specific capabilities that’ll support that”.

The third part of the mission would involve coalition 
members escorting their countries’ commercial vessels, 
Reuters reported.

“The expectation is that the actual patrolling and es-
corts would be done by others,” said Dunford, who held 
meetings on Tuesday with acting U.S. Defense Secre-
tary Mark Esper and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo.

His comments come amid weeks of escalating ten-
sions in the Persian Gulf between Iran and the U.S.

Last month, U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
blamed Iran for attacks on two tankers heading out 
from Saudi and Emirati ports in the Gulf of Oman with-
out providing any evidence to back up the claim. 

Iran has denied accusations it is planning to attack 
U.S. forces in the region, or that it was involved in the 
attack on the tankers in June.

It has also rebuffed claims it was behind another in-
cident, this time off the coast of the United Arab Emir-
ates, in which four commercial vessels sustained dam-
age in mid-May.
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In the Name of the Most High

Viewpoint

Nigeria Should Stop Kowtowing to 
US-Saudi-Zionist Trinity & Release 

Sheikh Zakzaky
By: Kayhan Int’l Staff Writer

    
Nigeria, it seems, is being run by a strange regime, which has no 

hesitation in killing its own citizens for protesting peacefully for rec-
ognition of their birthrights and release of compatriots, including re-
spected religious leaders languishing in prison for no apparent fault.

On Tuesday in the capital Abuja, in front of the parliament, trigger-
happy Nigerian soldiers shot down at least three demonstrators of the 
Islamic Movement of Nigeria (IMN) for insisting that the group’s rep-
resentatives be allowed to meet MPs personally to listen to their griev-
ances and read the letter they have prepared for release of Ayatollah 
Sheikh Ibrahim Zakzaky.

The IMN Leader, who represents the country’s over twelve million 
followers of the jurisprudential school of the Ahl al-Bayt or Blessed 
Household of Prophet Muhammad (SAWA) – also known as Shi’a 
Muslims – has been jailed, along with his wife and scores of party 
members, on trumped up charges since 15 December 2015, when the 
Nigerian army attacked the Hussainiyah Baqiatollah in the city of 
Zaria, massacring over thousand men, women, and children.

The Supreme Court of Nigeria found the venerable Sheikh innocent 
of all the charges levelled against him by the regime of President Mu-
hammad Buhari, and ordered his immediately release, but Buhari, 
who unfortunately takes orders from Saudi Arabia and Israel, has 
refused to obey the apex court’s verdict.

It was expected that after his recent re-election as president, Buhari 
would release Shaikh Zakzaky, whose health is deteriorating due to 
lack of proper medical facilities – a fact that was confirmed earlier 
this year by a human rights delegation from Britian that was allowed 
to meet him.

The Sheikh’s only surviving son, who was lucky to escape the blood-
bath in Zaria by the Nigerian military both in 2014 and 2015 that saw 
six of his brothers gunned down, has said that his father is unlikely 
to emerge alive from the dungeon and might be killed through slow 
poisoning, similar to the recent death in the courtroom of the former 
president of Egypt, Mohammed Morsi, who was a victim of the pro-
Saudi and pro-Zionist regime of General Abdel-Fattah as-Sisi.

Buhari is also a former military general, which means he has been 
groomed by the Americans to further their vested interests in Nigeria, 
and that is the reason he freely consorts with the Wahhabis and the 
Zionists, while claiming to be a Muslim.

If Buhari was a Muslim at heart, his regime would never have sub-
jected Sheikh Zakzaky and the followers of the Prophet’s Ahl al-Bayt 
to such oppression.

Tuesday’s pathetic pictures of Nigerian Shi’a Muslims rolling in 
blood and dying in the arms of their fellow peaceful protestors, were a 
shocking spectacle for the civilized world.

These horrible scenes of bloodshed to suppress law abiding citizens, 
protesting within framework of their constitutional rights, have been 
denounced by Nigeria’s Sunni Muslims and also shocked the other 
non-Muslim half of the country’s 180 million population.

Statements have been released by human rights groups, as well as 
Sunni and Christian leaders and organisations, denouncing Tues-
day’s bloodbath and calling for the release of Sheikh Ibrahim Za-
kzaky.

Amnesty International has also taken strong objection to the mis-
treatment of Shi’a Muslims in Nigeria, while NGOs worldwide have 
denounced the regime’s high-handed measures.

In Tehran, the Foreign Ministry recently summoned the Nigerian 
Ambassador to sound the Islamic Republic’s protest, and pressed for 
release of Sheikh Zakzaky.

Hopefully, the authorities in Abuja would heed these voices of con-
cern and release the venerable Sheikh, whose death in captivity will 
certainly prove costly for the Nigerian regime, which should realize 
that it is wrong to imprison, torture, and kill its own loyal citizens on 
the orders of Washington, Riyadh, and Tel Aviv.
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Iran’s Ambassador to UN: 

U.S. Intel Closely 
Collaborating With MKO

Verily the Hour is com-
ing - My design is to keep 
it hidden - for every soul 
to receive its reward by 
the measure of its En-
deavour. Therefore let not 
such as believe not there-
in but follow their own 
lusts, divert thee there-
from, lest thou perish! 

 The Holy Qur’an  20:17

Iranian Ambassador to the United Nations Majid Takht-Ravanchi speaks to the media outside Security 
Council chambers at the UN headquarters in New York, on June 24, 2019.

TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- The 
number of inmates in Iran has 
decreased to less than 200,000 
for the first time in the past nine 
years, the Prisons Organization 
of Iran says. 

In a statement, the organiza-
tion rejected some media re-
ports that the number of people 
behind bars in Iran had been 
growing over the past years.

“We are honored to announce 
that in line with measures 

adopted by the Iranian Judici-
ary, the organization has man-
aged to decrease the number of 
prisoners in Iran,” the statement 
said.

 According to the statement, 
a peremptory comparison be-
tween the number of prisoners 
in Iran this year and in previous 
years reveals that the number 
has plummeted to lower than 
200,000, which is unprecedent-
ed over the past decade.

“It goes without saying this is 
mainly due to hard efforts made 
by the Judiciary system as well 
as the guidelines given by the 
Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion,” the statement said. 

Based on a February order by 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khame-
nei, 22,700 inmates were re-
leased from prison across the 
country and the jail sentences 
of 13,400 other convicts were 
commuted.

Of those released under the 
clemency, 606 were women, an 
official said.

The clemency was granted on 
the occasion of the 40th anni-
versary of victory of the Islamic 
Revolution.

Article 110 of the Constitution 
grants the Leader the right to 
pardon or reduce the sentences 
of convicts upon a recommen-
dation from the head of the Ju-
diciary.

U.S. Calls for Coalition to Patrol 
Persian Gulf 
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Number of Inmates Sharply Down: Organization 

Noon (Zohr)                        13:10

Evening(Maghreb)            20:43

Dawn(Fajr)“ Tomorrow”    04:12

Sunrise “Tomorrow”            05:56

PRAYER  TIMINGS

Three 
IRGC Members 

Martyred in 
Terrorist Attack 

TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- 
Three members of Iran’s Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards Corps 
(IRGC) have been shot dead in 
the western city of Piranshahr, 
West Azerbaijan Province, the 
IRGC said in a statement Tues-
day. 

The three were martyred 
“when terrorists opened fire on 
their car,” the statement said, 
adding that an IRGC member 
had been wounded in the at-
tack.

The s Mehr news agency said 
Kurdish KDPI militants had 
martyred the IRGC members 
in an ambush in a village near 
the Iran-Iraq border town of Pi-
ranshahr.

There were also multiple 
clashes at the beginning of 
July, with casualties among 
militants and security forces.

The area has been the scene 
of sporadic clashes between 
Iranian forces and terrorists in 
recent years. Terrorists have 
safe heavens across the border 
in Iraqi Kurdistan, where they 
carried out attacks on Iran. 

The incident came a week af-
ter IRGC servicemen disband-
ed a team of terrorists in West 
Azerbaijan Province.

The IRGC announced in a 
statement that the terrorists 
were ambushed as they were 
trying to infiltrate the country 
in Chaldoran. Two terrorists 
were killed in the clashes and 
several others were wounded.

Two IRGC servicemen lost 
their lives during the operation 
as well, the statement noted. A 
sizable cache of weapons, am-
munition, and communication 
equipment were also seized. 


