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 anniversary, the Spanish gov-
ernment said.

“The U.S. government has taken 
a decision outside of the frame-
work of what had been agreed 
with the Spanish Navy,” acting 
Defense Minister Margarita Ro-
bles told reporters in Brussels.

On Wednesday, the State De-
partment ordered partial evacu-
ations of the American embassy 
and a consulate in Iraq, despite 
skepticism from Iraqi officials 
over American intelligence show-
ing a heightened risk.

One American official told the 
New York Times that the new 
intelligence of an alleged Iranian 
threat was “small stuff” and did 
not merit the military planning 
being driven by hawkish national 
security adviser John Bolton.

Reuters on Wednesday quoted 
what it called Iraqi security sourc-
es as saying U.S. Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo asked Iraq’s 
top brass during his surprise visit 
to Baghdad this month to keep 
the country’s militias in check. If 
not, the U.S. would respond with 
force.

Pompeo said “if the U.S. were 
attacked on Iraqi soil, it would 
take action to defend itself with-
out coordinating with Baghdad,” 
the news agency reported. 

Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul 
Mahdi on Tuesday told reporters 
that Baghdad had not observed 
“movements that constitute a 
threat to any side. We clarified 
that to the Americans - the gov-
ernment is doing its duty to pro-
tect all parties”.

The paramilitaries are formally 
part of Iraq’s security forces after 
playing a crucial role in defeating 
Daesh terrorists. 

They are opposed to the U.S. 
military presence and have a close 
tap on the movements of Ameri-
can troops in Iraq. 

The leader of a powerful Iraqi 
militia group in February accused 
the United States for propping up 
the Daesh terrorist outfit in order 
to extend the stay of American 
troops in Iraq.

Qais al-Khazali, leader of the 
Asaib Ahl al-Haq group, said 
Washington looks at its own in-
terests in Iraq before deciding 
whether to destroy Daesh or help 
it recover from the many defeats it 
has suffered in recent months.

Former Iraqi Prime Minister 
Nouri al-Maliki made similar 
claims the same month, saying 
Washington intentionally allowed 
the Takfiri terror outfit to gain 
power in Iraq so that Washington 
could creep back into the Arab 
country.

Earlier this month, Lebanese 
daily Al-Akhbar claimed that the 
notorious U.S. mercenary firm 
Blackwater had returned to Iraq 
and was training defeated Daesh 
terrorists at a base near Baghdad. 
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 killed in Israeli airstrikes or by tank 
fire in Gaza. Six Zionists have also 
been killed over the same time pe-
riod.   This year, Nakba Day comes 
a week after a two-day escalation of 
hostilities which saw close to 700 
rockets fired by Hamas and Palestin-
ian Islamic Jihad, killing four Zion-
ists.  The sheer number of the rock-
ets was enough to overwhelm Israeli 
missile systems and force Zionist PM 
Benjamin Netanyahu to agree to yet 
another truce agreement to prevent a 
further escalation last week.  

The rocket fire came in response to 
Israeli violence which killed 27 Pal-
estinians.

Zionist officials have concluded 

that resistance groups in the besieged 
Gaza Strip now match their Lebanese 
counterpart Hezbollah in terms of 
missile prowess.

According to a new report by the Is-
raeli new site Walla this week, Israeli 
military experts have confirmed after 
extensive research that Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad can launch a barrage of 
1,000 missiles a day in case of future 
conflicts.

But the threat is not limited to mis-
siles and rockets. Maj. Gen. Herzi 
Halevi, the head of the Israeli mili-
tary’s Southern Command, admitted 
that his forces were preparing to face 
a wide variety of weapons includ-
ing Kornet-type anti-tank guided 
missiles, drones and balloon-borne 
bombs.

Hamas carried out its first ever 
drone attack against the occupying 
rgime during the recent confron-
tation. Israeli media stated that a 
Hamas drone had fired a missile at 
a Zionist military convoy but the ex-
tent of damage and possible casual-
ties were not clear.

Precision and high destructive 
power were two other factors that left 
Israeli officials and military experts 
aghast after the recent conflict.

Yoni Ben-Menachem, a well-
known Israeli journalist, wrote that 
the occupying regime was amazed 
how accurate and powerful the latest 
Palestinian missiles had become.

“What was surprising about the 
Palestinian missiles in the two-day 
war was their destructive power,” he 
was quoted as saying by Palestinian 
media.

The missiles fired by Hamas and Is-
lamic Jihad hit their targets in Israel 
with high accuracy, Ben-Menachem 
added.
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 making deviant moves,” he said. 
“There are different groups 

whose goal is to make the region 
unsafe. Therefore, there must be 
red lines between Iran and the 
United States in the management 
of the events which prevents third 
parties from making crises.” 

“We need to do a thorough inves-
tigation to understand what hap-
pened, why it happened, and then 
come up with reasonable respons-
es short of war,” U.S. Ambassador 
to Saudi Arabia John Abizaid said 
in Riyadh on Tuesday. 

“It’s not in Iran’s interest, it’s 
not in our interest, it’s not in 
Saudi Arabia’s interest to have a 
conflict.” The New York Times 
reported Monday that acting Pen-
tagon chief Patrick Shanahan had 
presented Trump with a military 
plan that could see 120,000 troops 
deployed in the Middle East.

Sanam Vakil, senior research 
fellow at the Middle East & North 
Africa Program of Chatham 
House, told ABC News such 
moves by the Trump administra-
tion should be taken as “bluster.”

“Of course we can see the paral-
lels with the run up to the Iraq war, 
but … this is a president who lives 
up to his campaign promises,” she 
said. “He campaigned on leaving 
America’s military footprint from 
the Middle East, not increasing 
it.” Maryam Agharabi, 35, local 
Tehran business owner from the 
northern city of Rasht, said the 
recent tensions are unsurprising, 
but the primary concern for most 
Iranians is “changing our life style 
to adapt to the deteriorating eco-
nomic conditions.”

“I do believe the sanctions on 
Iran should be called an ‘econom-
ic terror’ rather than an economic 
war,” she said. “War is reciprocal, 
like what is going on between 
China and America, where the two 
parties have means to use against 
each other. What America is doing 
against us is totally unilateral.”

CAIRO (Reuters) – Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi on Wednesday opened a 
suspension bridge over the Nile touted as the 
world’s widest, one of a series of military-led, 
mega-projects designed to improve infrastruc-
ture and provide jobs.

The bridge, which crosses the Nile just 
north of central Cairo, is a key link in a 
highway stretching from the Red Sea in the 
east to Egypt’s northwestern Mediterranean 
coast, and is meant to help reduce congestion 

in the capital.
Traffic ground to a halt in parts of central 

Cairo on Wednesday morning as Sisi trav-
eled to open the bridge with ministers and 
military generals.

At its widest, the bridge has six traffic lanes 
in each direction and measures 67.3 meters 
(222 feet) across. A regional director for the 
Guinness Book of World Records present at 
the opening said that makes it the world’s 
widest suspension bridge.

Around one million cubic meters of con-
crete as well as 1,400 km (2,268 miles) of 
steel wire for 160 suspension cables were 
used in its construction, according to a pre-
sentation given at the formal opening.

The bridge crosses the Nile’s Warraq Is-
land, which has an estimated 100,000 resi-
dents, some of whom have protested against 
planned demolitions on the island and plans 
to develop it into a “modern residential com-
munity”.

BEIRUT (Dispatches) – Lebanon’s cabinet delayed until Friday its last 
session on the 2019 draft budget, a minister said, pushing back a critical 
meeting to finalize plans for cutting the deficit.

President Michel Aoun urged the Lebanese on Tuesday to end pro-
tests and make sacrifices to rescue the country from financial crisis 
as ministers debate a draft state budget expected to include spending 
cuts.

Fears that the budget would include wage or pension cuts have 
sparked protests by public sector workers, pointing to the minefield 
that Lebanon’s main parties face.

The coalition government is seeking to finalized a budget that Prime 
Minister Saad al-Hariri says may be the most austere in Lebanon’s 
history, trying to get spending under control and rein in public debt.

Lebanon has one of the heaviest public debt burdens in the world, 
and long-stalled reforms are seen as more pressing than ever after 

years of low economic growth.
The government aims to agree the state draft budget by Wednesday 

night before sending it to parliament, Finance Minister Ali Hassan 
Khalil told Reuters after a cabinet session on Tuesday.

“Today, Lebanon is going through a difficult economic, financial and 
social crisis ... but it is transient,” Aoun told guests at a Ramadan iftar 
at the presidential palace.

“If we do not all make sacrifices today and waive some of our privi-
leges that we do not have the luxury to preserve, we will lose them 
all,” he added.

Aoun pledged that suffering would be balanced between the rich and 
poor, and called on the government to restore the people’s confidence.

“Let us save ourselves, accept the sacrifices that are temporarily re-
quired, and stop the sit-ins, strikes, demonstrations and paralysis of 
public and private work sectors,” Aoun said.

ANKARA (Dispatches) – 
Turkish President Tayyip Er-
dogan and his Russian counter-
part Vladimir Putin have agreed 
that a working group on Syria’s 
northwest should convene as soon 

as possible, Turkey’s foreign min-
ister said on Wednesday.

A recent offensive targeting 
Syria’s Idlib and surrounding 
areas by the Syrian army and its 
allies, backed by Russia, has tar-

geted terrorists, the United Na-
tions says.

Foreign Minister Mevlut Ca-
vusoglu claimed that attacks by 
Syrian government forces were 
damaging prospects of forming 
a UN-sponsored committee to 
draft a new Syrian constitution.

The Turkish leadership has 
been increasing its diplomatic 
engagement with Russia, in an 
attempt to prevent the Syrian 
government attacks in Syria’s 
last major terrorist enclave. 

Meanwhile, Erdogan ex-
pressed Turkey’s concern over 
possible refugee influx to its 
borders due to the military op-
eration in Idlib, a Turkish offi-
cial told Xinhua on condition of 
anonymity.

Nihat Ali Ozcan, a Turkish 
security expert, said Turkey is 
worried that the massive attacks 

by Syrian forces might trigger 
a humanitarian crisis and cause 
refugee crises.

Russia has long been putting 
pressure on Turkey to launch 
a military offensive against 
the opposition-held areas, say-
ing that Ankara failed to meet 
its commitment to end militant 
attacks against the Syrian gov-
ernment, and failed to convince 
the opposition to retreat out of 
a buffer zone and critical high-
ways that underpinned the Turk-
ish-Russian deal.

In September, Russia and Tur-
key sealed a memorandum in 
Sochi to enforce a new demili-
tarized zone between the armed 
opposition and the government 
troops in Idlib by the middle 
of the following month, from 
which terrorists were required 
to withdraw

RAMALLAH (Dispatches) – Palestinian Au-
thority Foreign Ministry has denounced the Zion-
ist regime’s recent settlement expansion as a “pre-
lude” to imposing its sovereignty over the West 
Bank.

The ministry said in an emailed statement that 
the regime is escalating its settlement building 
activities, as one step further towards imposing 
its “full sovereignty over vast areas of the ter-
ritories.”

It accused the Zionist regime of attempting to 
kill any chances of achieving “peace” based and 
undermining the establishment of an indepen-
dent Palestinian state.

Israeli media revealed that the regime’s mu-
nicipality of al-Quds has approved two con-
struction plans of building nearly 1,000 new 
settlement units in the city.

The Palestinians warned that the regime’s 
move would aggravate the situation by expand-
ing occupation of the territories.

“Israeli authorities’ approval of plans to open 
two new roads connecting isolated settlements 
that were built on lands privately owned by 
the Palestinians in the south and the north of 
the West Bank is part of its plan to seize con-
trol over West Bank ahead of annexing it,” said 
Walid Assaf, head of the PA’s Colonization and 
Settlement Resistance Committee.

Assaf warned that the road plans, which will 
come into effect early in June, will connect the 
large settlements in the north and the south of 
the West Bank and further isolate Palestinian 

villages there.
He noted that there were eight new settlements 

established by the occupying regime in 2018.
The left-wing group Peace Now reported on 

Tuesday that spending on West Bank settle-
ments spiked by 39% in 2017, the first year U.S. 
President Donald Trump was in office.

Peace Now issued the data as part of a larger 
report it published on West Bank settlements in 
the decade of Zionist Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu’s rule.
Netanyahu’s support for the settlement enter-

prise is believed to have been reigned in by for-
mer democratic U.S. president Barack Obama, 
who was in office from January 2009 to January 
2017.

Trump is perceived to be supportive of the 
settlements in Judea and Samaria. But the jump 
in spending had actually begun the prior year, 
2016 under Obama.
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‘Zionist Settlement Expansion 
Prelude to West Bank Annexation’

A Syrian soldier stands guard as Syrians ride in a vehicle at the Abu al-Duhur 
crossing on the eastern edge of Idlib province on August 20, 2018. 

This photo shows a general view of the illegal Zionist settlement of Ganei Modiin near 
the West Bank city of Ramallah.  
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