
GAZA STRIP (Dispatches) – Some 
Arab states are exerting “immense 
pressure” on the Palestinians to accept 
President Donald Trump’s controversial 
Middle East plan, dubbed “the deal of 
the century,” a senior Fatah official says.

“Some Arab countries, especially 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt and the United 
Arab Emirates, are very interested in 
the deal of the century,” the unnamed 
official told Al-Khaleej Online news.

“They are using all means, including 
political and financial blackmail, to 
force the Palestinians to accept the deal 
of the century despite all the dangers it 
poses to the Palestinian cause.”

Trump’s so-called “peace plan” is ex-
pected to be unveiled at the end of the 
holy month of Ramadan in June.

The Fatah official stressed that the 
Palestinian leadership would not sub-
mit to any Arab, American or even Is-
raeli pressure to accept the deal.

The plan formulated by Trump’s son-
in-law and senior adviser Jared Kush-
ner is likely to “stop short of ensuring 
a separate, fully sovereign Palestinians 
state,” the Washington Post said last 
week.

Palestinians want the West Bank as 
part of a future independent Palestin-
ian state with East Jerusalem al-Quds 
as its capital.

The last round of Zionist-Palestinian 
talks collapsed in 2014. Among the 
major sticking points in those negotia-
tions was the Zionist regime’s contin-
ued settlement expansion on Palestin-

ian territories.
Outgoing French Ambassador to the 

United States, Gerard Araud, has told 
U.S. magazine The Atlantic that the 
deal is 99% doomed to fail.

Addressing an emergency meeting 
of Arab League foreign ministers in 
Cairo, Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas said the Trump’s ad-
ministration has nothing to offer the 
Palestinians.

“They want to fool us. They have 
nothing to offer us. Even if they want 
to offer something, it will be worse 
than anything else,” he said.

Abbas hinted that the Palestinians 
were close to making “decisive deci-
sions” in reaction to the Israeli and 
American measures.

Among the Palestinians, top deci-
sion-making bodies have called for 
“revising” ties with the regime, revok-
ing Palestinian recognition of the Zi-
onist regime and suspending all agree-
ments between the two sides.

Abbas called on Arab states to pro-
vide financial and political support to 
the Palestinians, saying, “We are fac-
ing difficult challenges.”

The Palestinian Authority is facing 
steep aid cuts after Trump slashed 
hundreds of millions of dollars to hu-
manitarian organizations helping Pal-
estinians. 

Israel has also decided to deduct mil-
lions of shekels from tax and tariff rev-
enues it collects on behalf of the Pales-
tinians in the occupied West Bank.

Thought for Today
Obstinacy will prevent you from a correct 

decision. 

‘Saudi Security Forces Arrest 13 Accused of 
planning Attacks’

DUBAI (Dispatches) – Saudi Arabia said on Monday it had arrested 13 
individuals in connection with planning attacks in the kingdom, a day after 
security forces said they had thwarted an attack north of the capital, state 
news agency SPA reported.

Daesh claimed responsibility for Sunday’s attempted attack on a state 
security building in the central Riyadh province. Security forces said they 
had killed four alleged Daesh terrorists who had planned Sunday’s attack.
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‘Saudi, Egypt, UAE Pressuring 
Palestine to Accept Trump’s Deal’

WEST BANK (Dispatches) – The 
Zionist regime has refused to issue 
travel permits for members of the 
small Christian community living in 
the Gaza Strip to visit East al-Quds 
and the West Bank for Easter cel-
ebrations.

The occupying regime’s authori-
ties denied travel permits for hun-
dreds of those Palestinian Chris-
tians hoping to visit the Church 
of Nativity in Bethlehem City and 
the Church of the Holy Sepulcher 
in East al-Quds, the Palestinian 
Ma’an news agency reported. 

Christians in Gaza had said that 
no permits had been issued until 
then.

George Anton, a prominent Cath-
olic Gaza activist, said Catholics 
in Gaza were “upset” and “disap-

pointed” at not having received 
permits.

“We don’t see any reason to re-
fuse our permits,” The Guardian 
quoted Anton as saying.

The regime’s military last week 
announced it would let only 200 
Christians aged 55 and older for 
Easter — which is celebrated by 
Catholics on Sunday and Orthodox 
Christians the following week — to 
travel to Jordan without stopping in 
al-Quds.

The Tel Aviv regime’s decision 
sparked protests, including by the 
Israeli human rights group Gisha, 
which called it “a further violation 
of Palestinians’ fundamental rights 
to freedom of movement, religious 
freedom and family life.”

In the past, many — though not all 

— members of Gaza’s 1,100-strong 
Christian minority had sometimes 
been granted exit permits to Jeru-
salem al-Quds and the West Bank 
for worship and to visit relatives at 
Easter and Christmas.

Meanwhile, more than 150 Zion-
ist settlers have stormed the al-Aq-
sa Mosque compound in the occu-
pied Old City of East al-Quds under 
the protection of Zionist troops.

The Palestinian Ma’an news 
agency, citing spokesperson for the 
Islamic Waqf (Endowment) orga-
nization Firas al-Dibs, said that a 
total of nearly 167 Israeli settlers 
entered the compound through the 
Moroccan Gate in the early hours 
of Sunday and throughout the af-
ternoon.

He said the settlers, who were 

being escorted by heavily-armed 
Israeli forces, provocatively toured 
the holy site to celebrate the Jewish 
holiday of Passover, also known as 
Pesach.

Dibs further said that a large 
group of Zionist settlers performed 
Jewish religious rituals in the com-
pound, which sits just above the 
Western Wall plaza and houses 
both the Dome of the Rock and al-
Aqsa mosques.

Locals say Zionist settlers rou-
tinely “raid” the sacred compound 
via the Moroccan Gate, tour the 
site, and leave through the Chain 
Gate.

The Israelis regard the site as their 
most holy place, as it is located 
where Jews believe the First and 
Second Temples once stood.

Zionist Regime Bans Entry of Gaza Christians to West Bank  

Palestinian boys are seen near the Zionist regime’s separation wall in 
the West Bank town of Bethlehem on March 3, 2017.

KABUL (Dispatches) – A senior member of the 
Afghan Taliban says the upcoming talks between the 
Taliban and the U.S. will focus on the timetable for 
withdrawing all foreign forces from Afghanistan. 

In an interview with AFP in the Qatari capital, 
Doha, the Taliban’s political spokesman Suhail 
Shaheen said previous negotiations with Wash-
ington had seen the two sides agree to a total 
withdrawal.

“In our last round of talks with the US side, we 
agreed with them on withdrawal of all foreign 
forces from Afghanistan,” Shaheen said.

In return for a withdrawal, the militant spokes-
man said, the Taliban have committed to prevent-
ing terror groups using Afghanistan as a launch 

pad for attacks on other countries.
“But still there are some details to be discussed, 

and this discussion will take place in our next 
round of talks and that is about (the) timetable 
of the withdrawal of forces from the country and 
other details,” Shaheen added.

The U.S. government denies that any timeline 
for a withdrawal has been agreed with the Taliban 
yet.

The last talks in Doha, where the Taliban has a 
political office, concluded in March with U.S. spe-
cial envoy Zalmay Khalilzad saying “real strides” 
had been made in efforts meant to put an end to 
the almost 18-year war in Afghanistan. Khalilzad, 
who is leading the talks for Washington, said that 

no agreement had been reached on when the U.S. 
and other countries might leave Afghanistan.

A meeting between the Taliban and Afghan poli-
ticians that was due to take place over the week-
end was canceled amid bickering about Kabul’s 
lengthy list of delegates, which initially com-
prised 250 people. The conference would have 
been separate from the main U.S.-Taliban peace 
talks.

The talks in Doha have so far excluded the Af-
ghan government. The militant group has rejected 
a government bid to attend the talks as well as an 
offer to open an office in Kabul, urging instead 
international recognition of its office in the Qatari 
capital.

Taliban: 
Next Round of Talks to Focus on U.S. Pullout  

ANKARA (Dispatches) – A for-
mer prime minister and close ally of 
President Tayyip Erdogan strongly 
criticized the ruling AK Party on 
Monday, blaming policy changes 
and an alliance with nationalists for 
its poor performance in Turkey’s 
local elections last month.

In his first major public chal-
lenge to Erdogan since leaving of-
fice three years ago, Ahmet Davu-
toglu, an AKP member, slammed 
the party’s economic policies, 
media restrictions and the damage 
he said it had done to the separa-
tion of powers and to Turkey’s in-
stitutions.

Davutoglu, a high profile fig-
ure in the party, served as prime 
minister between 2014 and 2016 
before falling out with Erdogan, 
who has ruled Turkey with his 
AKP for 16 years.

In a serious blow to Erdogan, 
the AKP lost control of the capital 
Ankara and Turkey’s largest city 
Istanbul in the March 31 elec-
tions. The AKP and its predeces-

sors had governed the two cities 
for 25 years.

“The election results show that 
alliance politics have caused 
harm to our party, both in terms of 
voter levels and the party’s iden-
tity,” Davutoglu said in a 15-page 
statement.

The AKP and the Nationalist 
Movement Party (MHP) formed 
an alliance before presidential 
and parliamentary elections in 
June last year in which Erdogan 
won the executive presidency but 
saw the level of support for his 
party fall.

There were no signs of a lira re-
action to Davutoglu’s statement. 
The currency had weakened in 
early trade and stood at 5.8350 
against the dollar, from a close of 
5.8170 on Friday.

Davutoglu said the party’s re-
formist, liberal ethos had been 
replaced in recent years by a more 
statist, security-based approach 
that was driven by concerns about 
preserving the status quo.

Former Turkish PM Davutoglu 
Sharply Criticizes Erdogan’s Party

SANAA (Dispatches) – Yemeni 
army forces have intercepted and 
targeted three unmanned aerial vehi-
cles belonging to the Saudi-led mili-
tary coalition, as they were flying in 
the skies over the country’s western 
coastal province of Hudaydah and 
the kingdom’s southwestern border 
region of Najran.

Yemeni air defense forces and 
their allies shot down two drones on 
Monday afternoon, as they were on 
reconnaissance mission over Kilo 
16 district in Hudaydah, Yemen’s 
Arabic-language al-Masirah tele-
vision network, citing an unnamed 
Yemeni military source, reported.

Earlier in the day, Yemeni troops 
and fighters from Popular Commit-
tees brought down an unmanned 
aerial vehicle as it was flying over 
the Boqa’ desert area of Najran, lo-
cated 844 kilometers south of the 
Saudi capital Riyadh.

The developments came only a 
day after Yemeni forces and their 
allies intercepted and targeted a 
drone in the skies over the same 
Saudi region.

In an earlier development, several 
Saudi-sponsored militiamen loyal 
to Yemen’s former president, Abd 
Rabbuh Mansur Hadi, have been 
killed and dozens of others sus-
tained injuries when Yemeni army 
forces fired a domestically-man-
ufactured ballistic missile at their 
camp in the country’s southwestern 
province of Dhale.

A Yemeni military source, speak-

ing on condition of anonymity, 
told Yemen’s Arabic-language al-
Masirah television network that 
Yemeni soldiers and their allies 
launched a short-range Zelzal-1 
(Earthquake-1) missile at the Saudi 
mercenaries in the Qa’atabah dis-
trict of the province on Sunday af-
ternoon.

Earlier in the day, Yemeni air de-
fense forces and their allies from 
Popular Committees intercepted 
and targeted an unmanned aerial 
vehicle belonging to the Saudi-led 
military coalition in the skies over 
Saudi Arabia’s southern border re-
gion of Najran.

A Yemeni military official, re-
questing not to be named, said the 

drone was struck as it was on a mis-
sion over Wadi Al Abu Jabbareh 
area in the region, located 844 ki-
lometers (524 miles) south of the 
Saudi capital Riyadh. 

Late on Saturday, Yemeni army 
forces and their allies struck a posi-
tion of Saudi-sponsored militiamen 
at Istiqbal base west of al-Tuwal 
village in Saudi Arabia’s south-
western region of Jizan. Several 
Saudi mercenaries were killed and 
injured in the process.

Speaking at a press conference in 
the Yemeni capital city of Sana’a 
on April 16, Spokesman for Ye-
meni Armed Forces Brigadier Gen-
eral Yahya Saree said the newly 
unveiled Badr-F ballistic missile 

is intended to rain shrapnel over 
a vast area upon explosion in mid 
air to ensure maximum lethality 
against designated target.

He noted that missile would have 
a range of 160 kilometers, which 
marks a nearly 30-kilometer in-
crease compared to the high-preci-
sion Badr P-1 ballistic missile.

Saree went on to say that Badr-F 
missile would explode 20 meters 
above the center of the designat-
ed target and would scatter some 
14,000 pieces of shrapnel in a cir-
cular area with a radius of 350 me-
ters.

Saudi Arabia and a number of its 
regional allies launched the devas-
tating campaign against Yemen in 
March 2015, with the goal of bring-
ing the government of Hadi back 
to power and crushing Ansarullah 
movement.

According to a December 2018 
report by the Armed Conflict Lo-
cation and Event Data Project 
(ACLED), a nonprofit conflict-
research organization, the Saudi-
led war has claimed the lives of 
over 60,000 Yemenis since January 
2016.

The war has also taken a heavy 
toll on the country’s infrastructure, 
destroying hospitals, schools, and 
factories. The UN said in a report 
in December 2018 that over 24 
million Yemenis are in dire need 
humanitarian aid, including 10 mil-
lion suffering from extreme levels 
of hunger.

Yemeni Forces Shoot Down 
Three Saudi-Led Drones

People inspect the wreckage of a drone that Houthi Ansarullah 
fighters shot down near the northwestern city of Sa’ada, Yemen, 

on April 19, 2019. (Photo by Reuters)


