
MOSCOW (Dispatches) – The 
so-called civil defense group White 
Helmets is funded by Western spy 
agencies and it is waging an in-
formation war against the Syrian 
people, Director of Russia’s Foreign 
Intelligence Service Sergei Narysh-
kin says. 

“The White Helmets is an orga-
nization financed by intelligence 
services overseas and in Britain, 
fulfilling their objective within the 
framework of an information war 
that they wage against the Syrian 
people, against the Syrian Arab 
Republic,” he said.

Naryshkin also said the Russian 
military has proven that the foot-
age of alleged chemical weapon 
use in Syria’s Douma is fake. 

“Two years ago, shocking foot-
age was spread across the world, 
which allegedly shows the use of 
chemical weapons by the Syrian 
government army in the Syrian 
city of Douma against the civil-
ian population. In a short period of 
time, the Russian military, along 

with reporters and Syrian citizens, 
held their own investigation, con-
clusively proving that the foot-
age provided by the odious White 
Helmets organization is fake,” the 
Russian foreign intelligence chief 
noted.

He added that the exhibition was 

organized based on materials pre-
sented in the book “The White 
Helmets: terrorist accomplices 
and disinformation sources,” 
which consists of over 100 inter-
views with former members of the 
organization, Syrian civilians and 
witnesses of the events. 

“Even a cursory examination of 
the materials presented at the ex-
hibition and in the book provides 
insight into the cynical informa-
tion war waged by Western spe-
cial services against the Syrian 
population and the Syrian lawful 
government, using the White Hel-
mets odious organization for those 
purposes,” Naryshkin added.

The White Helmets group is 
known for its coordination with 
terror outfits in Syria to carry out 
staged chemical attacks aimed at 
falsely incriminating Syrian gov-
ernment forces and inventing pre-
texts for possible acts of aggres-
sion on army troops by a U.S.-led 
military coalition that has been 
present in Syria since roughly 
2014.

The group has been involved in 
such attacks before.

Syria views the White Helmets 
as “a branch of al-Qaeda and al-
Nusra” militant outfits and a “PR 
stunt” by the U.S., the UK and 
France.

RAMALLAH (Dispatches) – Pal-
estine has slammed Zionist Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s an-
nouncement of building 3,500 new 
settlement units in the West Bank.

Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas’s Spokesperson Nabil Abu 
Rudeinah said that Netanyahu is 
pushing matters into an abyss, 
said a statement published by the 
official Palestinian news agency 
WAFA.

“This decision is the result of the 
biased and dangerous U.S. policy 
in favor of the Israeli occupation, 
which led to a situation that vio-
lates international law, transgress-
es the red lines, and contradicts 
with UN resolutions on settle-
ments,” said the statement.

“Netanyahu’s decision challeng-
es the statement that was passed 
unanimously on Monday by the 
UN Security Council to refrain 
from undermining viability of 
two-state solution,” Abu Rudeinah 
was quoted as saying.

Meanwhile, Secretary General of 
the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion Saeb Erekat said that Netan-
yahu is sending a message to the 
international community that the 
Zionist regime could not care less 
about the statement passed by the 
UN Security Council.

“We have reiterated our calls for 
concrete measures to be taken in 
order to save the prospects of a 
just and lasting peace, based on 

international law,” Erekat said in a 
statement.

The latest plan by the Zionist 
regime will see the expansion of 
Maaleh Adumim settlement, in a 
project known as the E-1, which 
would eventually cut off access 
between the West Bank and East 
al-Quds, according to Palestinian 
experts.

The E-1 project was frozen by the 
regime since 2012 under interna-
tional pressures and objections by 
world powers including the United 
States and the European Union.

Hanan Ashrawi, member of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization 
Executive Committee, said that 
the regime’s move “deals a final 
and decisive blow to the practica-
bility of the two-state formula and 
leaves no room for doubt about 
Israel’s agenda for permanent oc-
cupation.”

“Since the announcement of the 
Trump-Netanyahu ‘plan,’ Israel 
has announced plans to construct 
nearly 15,000 new illegal settle-
ment units and other buildings,” 
Ashrawi said in a statement.

“These announcements specifi-
cally target areas in and around oc-
cupied al-Quds. They effectively 
and practically encircle the oc-
cupied capital and carve it out of 
the occupied Palestinian territory 
while dividing the rest of the West 
Bank into two separate parts,” she 
added.

Thought for Today
To render relief to the distressed and to help the 

oppressed make amends for great sins. 

Afghan Gov’t Postpones Ghani Inauguration
KABUL (Reuters) – Afghanistan’s presidential palace has confirmed that a 

ceremony to swear in Ashraf Ghani as president has been delayed, but contra-
dicted reasons cited a day earlier by the U.S. government behind the postpone-
ment. The U.S. State Department on Tuesday said that the Afghan government 
had agreed to postpone its presidential inauguration, citing an electoral feud 
in which both Ghani and his main rival Abdullah Abdullah claimed victory in 
disputed Sept. 28 elections. Ghani was scheduled to take the oath of office on 
Thursday, according to an Afghan official, but a statement from the presidential 
palace on Wednesday said the event would now be held on March 9.
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Palestine Slams New Zionist 
Settlement Project

NEW YORK (Press TV) – The 
United Nations Security Council 
has approved a resolution ex-
tending sanctions against Yemen 
despite criticisms by Russia and 
China that the document fails to 
meet their concerns.

The much-revised resolution, 
proposed by Britain, was passed 
on Tuesday by 13 votes in favor 
and two abstentions from Russia 
and China.

It prolonged until February 26, 
2021 the asset freeze and travel 
ban imposed on individuals or 
entities claimed to be threaten-
ing peace, security and stability 
in Yemen. Those sanctions were 
first imposed on the impover-
ished country in February 2014 
under UNSC Resolution 2140.

The resolution reaffirmed the 
provisions of an arms embargo 
imposed in April 2015 on fight-
ers of the Houthi Ansarullah 
movement, which currently runs 
Yemen, and forces loyal to ex-
president Ali Abdullah Saleh.

The resolution also renewed 

until March 28, 2021 the man-
date of the UN panel of experts 
on Yemen, which was estab-
lished pursuant to UNSC Reso-
lution 2140.

The resolution asks a panel 
of experts to report on “com-
mercially available components 
which have been used by indi-
viduals and entities” on the UN 
sanction blacklist “to assemble 
unmanned aerial vehicles, wa-
ter-borne improvised explosive 
devices, and other weapons sys-
tems.”

The panel claimed in late 
January that Yemen’s Houthi 
Ansarullah movement is re-
ceiving parts for drones and 
weapons, some with techni-
cal characteristics similar to 
arms manufactured in Iran. It 
also claimed a smuggling route 
“seems to run overland from 
Oman and the southern coast of 
Yemen, through territory con-
trolled by the [self-proclaimed] 
government of Yemen, towards 
Sana’a.”

Both Tehran and Sana’a have 
rejected the claims as baseless.

Russian and Chinese objec-
tions led to many revisions to 
the draft, including the elimina-
tion of all references to Iran and 
the Houhis, according to reports.

However, Beijing and Mos-
cow, both of which wield veto 
power at the council, abstained 
from voting, saying the docu-
ment did not still address their 
concerns despite the revisions.

At the session, Russian UN 
Ambassador Vasily Nebenzya 
said his country was presented 
with “a take-it-or-leave-it ap-
proach which does not allow 
for compromise,” adding, “We 
cannot agree to that kind of ap-
proach.”

“The Russian Federation did 
not support the draft resolution 
proposed by the United King-
dom extending sanctions and the 
mandate of the Panel of Experts 
on Yemen established pursuant 
to SC Resolution 2140, because 
not all of our concerns were tak-

en into account,” he noted.
Nebenzya also stressed that the 

Security Council needs to focus 
on joint efforts aimed at finding 
ways to settle the conflict in Ye-
men, which has been the target 
of a Western-backed military 
campaign led by Saudi Arabia 
for almost five years.

“The aim of the resolution was 
to extend the sanctions regime 
and the mandate of the Panel of 
Experts, rather than to compete 
in promoting their approaches 
that go beyond the objectives of 
the resolution,” he said.

Similarly, Wu Haitao, China’s 
deputy permanent representa-
tive to the UN, complained that 
the UNSC resolution did not 
take into account Beijing’s con-
cerns.

“The Chinese delegation pro-
posed many amendments, but 
the final text failed to meet its 
concerns,” he said.

Therefore, he added, China 
could not vote in favor of the 
document.

UNSC Adopts Resolution Extending Yemen Sanctions

The Zionist settlement of Maale Adumim is seen on the outskirts of al-Quds, 
in the occupied West Bank, on November 26, 2019.

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) – U.S. Demo-
cratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders 
says Zionist Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu is a “reactionary racist.” 

Sanders made the remarks at the 10th Demo-
cratic presidential debate in Charleston, South 
Carolina, after he was asked a question about 
criticism from some fellow Jews who say he is 
not supportive enough of the Zionist regime.

“I’m very proud of being Jewish. I actually 
lived in Israel for some months. But what I hap-
pen to believe is that right now, sadly, tragically, 
in Israel, through Bibi Netanyahu, you have 
a reactionary racist who is now running that 
country,” Sanders said.

Sanders said in a tweet on Sunday that he 
would not be attending the annual AIPAC 

conference, accusing the pro-Zionist lobbying 
group of providing a platform to “leaders who 
express bigotry and oppose basic Palestinian 
rights.”

An AIPAC spokesman fired back at Sanders’ 
comments, saying in a statement that the senator 
“has never attended our conference and that is 
evident from his outrageous comment.”

Sanders is the second Democratic presiden-
tial candidate to say he will not be attending 
the AIPAC conference, which will take place in 
Washington on March 1-4. Massachusetts Sena-
tor Elizabeth Warren also said earlier this month 
that she would not attend.

This is not the first time that Sanders has con-
demned the Zionist regime’s policies against the 
Palestinian people. He has repeatedly criticized 

Netanyahu and has advocated for Palestinian 
rights.

During a town hall meeting last week in Ne-
vada, Sanders pointed to the humanitarian crisis 
in the Gaza Strip.

“To be for the Israeli people and to be for 
peace in the Middle East does not mean that we 
have to support right-wing, racist governments 
that currently exist in Israel.”

Sanders has also been a relentless critic of 
Trump, repeatedly calling him a liar and the 
“most dangerous president” in U.S. history.

As an independent senator from Vermont, 
Sanders has become the clear frontrunner in the 
Democratic presidential race after strong show-
ings in the first three nominating contests in 
Iowa, New Hampshire and Nevada. 

Sanders: Zionist PM Netanyahu a ‘Reactionary Racist’

BAGHDAD (Dispatches) – 
Up to 39 Daesh terrorists have 
been killed in an anti-Daesh op-
eration in the Iraqi province of 
Salahuddin, the Iraqi military 
says.

Acting on intelligence reports, 
the commandos of the Coun-
ter-Terrorism Service (CTS) 
conducted several airdrop op-
erations in al-Khanogah moun-
tainous area in the town of al-
Shirqat, some 280 km north of 
the Iraqi capital Baghdad, the 
media office affiliated with the 
Iraqi Joint Operations Com-
mand (JOC) said in a statement.

The battles between the com-
mandos and the terrorists lasted 
more than 10 hours, starting 
from Monday night until Tues-
day morning and resulted in the 
killing of 39 Daesh terrorists, 
including some of the group 
ringleaders, the statement said.

The troops destroyed two hide-
outs that stored large quantities 
of weapons and ammunition, 

as well as computers and docu-
ments of the terrorist group, the 
JOC statement added.

Four CTS commandos were 
also wounded during the opera-
tion, the statement said.

Earlier in the day, Mohammed 
al-Bazi from Salahuddin pro-
vincial police told Xinhua that 
the Iraqi forces and CTS com-
mandos conducted an opera-
tion against Daesh positions in 
al-Khanogah mountainous area 
and killed eight Daesh terror-
ists, while a CTS commando 
was killed and five security 
members were wounded.

The security situation in Iraq 
has been improved since Iraqi 
security forces fully defeated 
the Daesh terrorists across the 
country late in 2017.

However, Daesh remnants 
have since melted in urban ar-
eas or resorted to deserts and 
rugged areas, carrying out fre-
quent guerilla attacks against 
security forces and civilians.

 Dozens of Daesh Terrorists 
Killed in Iraq 

Russia: White Helmets Funded by 
Western Spy Agencies

Members of the so-called civil defense group White Helmets 
purportedly carry the body of a woman recovered from the 
rubble of a building at the site of a reported airstrike on the 
militant-held town of Ariha in the northern countryside of 

Syria’s Idlib province on January 30, 2020. 


