
VIENNA (Dispatches) – The 
world powers that remain party to 
the nuclear deal with Iran expressed 
“serious concerns” Wednesday 
about Tehran’s reversal on its com-
mitments in response to the other 
side’s failures, while acknowledging 
that time was running out to find a 
way to salvage it.

Wang Qun, Chinese ambassador 
to the United Nations in Vienna, 
told reporters after talks in Vienna 
between the parties to the deal, in-
cluding Iran, that they are “racing 
against time to work out a specific 
solution so as to safeguard” the 
landmark 2015 agreement.

The Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA), as the deal is 
known, promises Iran economic 
incentives in return for curbs on its 
nuclear program.

Since President Donald Trump’s 
decision to pull the U.S. unilateral-
ly out of the deal in 2018 and reim-

pose American sanctions, Iran has 
been expecting the remaining par-
ties to protect its interests under the 
deal. However, Tehran has gradu-
ally been letting go of the deal’s 
restrictions because the other side 
— China, Russia, Germany, France 
and Britain — have failed to offset 
the American sanctions.

The Europeans in January in-
voked a dispute resolution mecha-
nism, designed to resolve issues 
with the deal or refer them to the 
UN Security Council.

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araqchi told reporters that 
Iran still remains “open to any 
initiative which can ensure Iran’s 
dividends of the JCPOA.”

“We are fully prepared to reverse 
the steps we have taken so far in 
return for the fulfillment of the 
other side’s commitments in the 
JCPOA,” he said.

In a statement following the 

meeting, the EU’s top official for 
foreign affairs, Josep Borrell, said 
“serious concerns were expressed 
regarding the implementation of 
Iran’s nuclear commitments under 
the agreement.”

Borrell who chairs the joint com-
mission of the JCPOA, was repre-
sented at the meeting by EU offi-
cial Helga Schmid.

He said that “participants also ac-
knowledged that the re-imposition 
of U.S. sanctions did not allow 
Iran to reap the full benefits arising 
from sanctions-lifting.”

He also said that “all participants 
reaffirmed the importance of pre-
serving the agreement recalling 
that it is a key element of the global 
nuclear non-proliferation architec-
ture.”

Britain, France and Germany 
have developed a system known 
as INSTEX designed to facilitate

(Continued on Page 7)

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) -- The United States 
has announced sanctions on 13 foreign entities and indi-
viduals in Russia and other countries for allegedly sup-
porting Iran’s missile program.

The State Department said the action placed new 
sanctions on three Chinese firms, a Chinese individual 
and a Turkish company. It did not identify which enti-
ties and individuals in Iraq and Russia faced the sanc-
tions, which include restrictions on U.S. government 
procurement, U.S. government assistance and exports.

Baoding Shimaotong Enterprises Services, Gaobei-
dian Kaituo Precise Instrument and Wuhan Sanjiang 
Import and Export were named as the Chinese com-
panies and Eren Carbon Graphite Industrial Trading 
as the Turkish company sanctioned for allegedly sup-
porting Iran’s missile program.

The statement said the measures were the result of a 

periodic review required under the Iran, North Korea 
and Syria Nonproliferation Act (INKSNA).

“The imposition of these measures underscores that 
Iran’s missile program remains a significant prolifera-
tion concern,” the statement claims. 

The sanctions are “consistent with our efforts to use 
all available measures to prevent Iran from advancing 
its missile capabilities,” it added.

Unlike Washington’s claims, Iran’s missile capabili-
ties are inclusively indigenous and do not rely on for-
eign assistance. Tehran says the program is defensive 
in nature, developed with the aim of deterring Iran’s 
enemies from any aggression.  

Russia views the latest wave of economic restrictions 
related to Iran’s missile program “illegitimate,” an un-
named Foreign Ministry source told the RIA Novosti 
news agency Wednesday. 
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“Shameful and downright inhuman” were the words used by Iran’s Deputy 
Foreign Minister for Political Affairs, Seyyed Abbas Eraqchi, on the recent 
remarks of an American official to politicize an epidemic by saying “the coro-
navirus had done against Iran what US economic sanctions could not.”

It is obvious that Mark Dubowitz, Chief Executive of the dubious Washing-
ton-based Foundation for Defense of Democracies (FDD), which is actually 
a body for derailing democracies worldwide, is grossly ignorant not just about 
Iran’s economy of resistance when he utters the lie that coronavirus has halt-
ed Iran’s non-oil exports, but about the laws of God and nature. 

Dubowitz, who appears to be a dotard as his criminal president, Donald 
Trump, also uttered rubbish when he said “Tehran has spread terrorism in 
the region and now it’s spreading the coronavirus.”

As a matter of fact, the US, in its blind hatred of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, following its forty years of failures against the Iranian people, has now 
chosen a new weapon, because of its sheer desperation, i.e. the coronavirus 
propaganda, little knowing that this is also destined to doom, thanks to the 
firm of faith of the Iranian Muslims in God Almighty and their ingenuity in 
mastering modern science and technology. 

The ignorantly arrogant Americans, who have no answer on how to prevent 
coronavirus or any other divine visitation when it strikes the US, are invited to 
reflect on the following Ayahs of the holy Qur’an (2:155, 156, 157): 

“We will surely test you with a measure of fear and hunger and a loss of 
wealth, lives, and fruits; and give good news to the patient

“Those who, when an affliction visits them, say, ‘Indeed we belong to Allah, 
and to Him do we indeed return;’

“It is they who receive the blessings of their Lord and [His] mercy, and it is 
they who are the [rightly] guided.”

The words of God Almighty are clear regarding the tests and tribulations the 
firm-footed believers go through and are duly rewarded, as is the case of Iran.

Whether or not coronavirus is the invention of the evil Americans through 
biological procedures to wreak vengeance upon China as well as Iran, Irani-
ans for their part, with faith and God and confidence in their abilities, have 
shown transparency regarding the affected areas and the number of those 
affected through their nationwide campaign to inform and educate the people 
regarding preventive measures.

At the same time, they have done a remarkable job to control its spread 
despite the scare crated by Washington as part of its vain efforts to mar the 
recently held parliamentary elections in Iran. 

The people of the land that gave to the world such immortals in the field of 
medicine, as Zakariya Razi and Abu Ali Ibn Sina, whom medieval Europe 
dedicatedly followed for centuries as Rhazes and Avicenna to develop modern 
medicine, have the talents to rise to the occasion to tackle any new diseases. 

The low death toll in Iran as well as the number of afflicted, coupled with 
disinfection measures taken by the authorities, is proof of the fact that Ira-
nian doctors and scientists have succeeded in their endeavours.

According to the latest figures, there have 16 deaths from the 95 confirmed 
cases, of whom 25 have fully recovered and discharged, while the others are 
in the process of healing, thanks to the development of the required antidotes, 
even if, under American pressures, the European countries refuse to cooper-
ate with the Islamic Republic in the field of medicine and pharmaceuticals.

The coronavirus scare propaganda launched by the Americans against Iran 
has not affected the Iranian economy, neither the bureaucratic infrastructure 
nor the educational system. 

Life goes on as normal for a nation that endured 8 years of the devastating 
war that the US had imposed in the 1980s through Saddam and has indulged 
in political and economic terrorism for the past 41 years through the most 
inhuman sanctions ever. 

The solidarity between the Iranian officials and the public could be gauged 
by the fact that even the closure of schools and colleges, as well as seminaries 
and pilgrimages to the holy shrines as part of preventive measures, has not 
affected the Iranian educational system which through online classes for stu-
dents and seminarians has maintained its daily improving standards.

At the shrines the devotees observe maximum cooperation with the rules an-
nounced by jurisprudents and doctors by refraining for the moment to kiss the 
silver grills covering the holy tombs of the Prophet’s progeny, but assemble in 
the courtyards to offer prayers and recite supplications.

It is a firm belief amongst Muslims that supplications and scientific efforts 
go together and definitely bear fruits, as they have done over the past 41 years 
in defeating American plots.

Thus, American and Zionist propaganda is of no use. These devils in hu-
man forms should return to God and the teachings of His Prophets, instead of 
suicidal measures against a nation adhering to Divine commandment and the 
path of Prophet Muhammad (SAWA) and his Infallible Successors. 
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JCPOA Parties Meet
 to Rescue Deal 

Say: If it be that your 
fathers, your sons, your 
brothers, your mates, or 
your kindred; the wealth 
that ye have gained; the 
commerce in which ye 
fear a decline: or the 
dwellings in which ye 
delight - are dearer to 
you than Allah, or His 
Messenger, or the striv-
ing in His cause;- then 
wait until Allah brings 
about His decision: and 
Allah guides not the re-
bellious. 

The Holy Qur’an (9:24) 

Iran’s top nuclear negotiator Abbas Araqchi and Secretary General of the European External Action Service 
(EEAS) Helga Schmit attend a meeting of the JCPOA Joint Commission in Vienna, June 28, 2019.

TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- Ali Sham-
khani, secretary of Iran’s top national 
security body, has hit out at the White 
House for withholding information 
about an Iranian missile attack on a 
U.S. base in Iraq.

Shamkhani made the remarks in a 
tweet reacting to accusations by U.S. 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
on Tuesday that the Islamic Repub-
lic may have withheld information 
about the spread of coronavirus in-
side the country.

“Pompeo’s expression of concern 
about what he deems to be a cover-
up by #Iran over #corona comes 
while no exact news about the truth 
of #Ain al-Asad...has been published 
by the White House,” Shamkhani 

tweeted.

Iran fired a barrage of missiles at 
the Ain al-Asad airbase in Iraq in 
early January, a few days after the 
top Iranian military commander was 
assassinated in a U.S. drone strike in 
Iraq.

The U.S. military has said that 
some 110 U.S. soldiers were diag-
nosed with traumatic brain injury 
from the Iranian attack while Iranian 
military officials have said the mis-
sile strike killed several American 
soldiers.

President Donald Trump had ini-
tially said that no Americans were 
hurt in the strike.

Last week, the Pentagon gave a 
new tally, marking at least the sixth 
time U.S. officials have raised the 
number of U.S. troops injured in the 

retaliation.
One Iranian military spokesman 

has suggested that the traumatic 
brain injury is in fact a metaphor for 
fatalities.

The “brain injuries” description is 
an unusual and vague expression in 
common military parlance wherein 
all injured troops, even mild ones, 
are classified as being “injured”, the 
spokesman for the Islamic Revolu-
tion Guards Corps (IRGC) Brigadier 
General Ramezan Sharif said last 
month.

The U.S. military in the past had 
said that it expected an increase in 
numbers in the weeks after the attack 
because symptoms could take time 
to manifest and troops could some-
times take longer to report them.

U.S. Sanctions Russia, China, 
Turkey Firms Over Iran Trade
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Shamkhani: U.S. Covering Up Iran 
Missile Attack Info

Noon (Zohr)                       12:17
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FM Zarif 
Calls Trump’s 

Bluff on 
Terrorism, 
Syria Oil 

TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- 
Iran’s Foreign Minister Muham-
mad Javad Zarif on Wednesday 
denounced President Donald 
Trump’s recent claims to global 
anti-terror efforts, saying the 
U.S. president is the assassin of 
General Qassem Soleimani who 
was the Daesh terror group’s 
“number one enemy”.

Zarif has underscored a con-
fession by Trump that the Is-
lamic Republic hates Daesh 
and that U.S. troops are in Syr-
ia to seize the Arab country’s 
oil resources.  

The minister posted a video 
clip that showed Trump an-
nouncing that U.S. troops 
would leave after they “have 
taken the oil” in Syria.

Last October, after order-
ing the withdrawal of Ameri-
can forces from Syria, Trump 
said he wanted the U.S. firm 
ExxonMobil to go to the Arab 
country to tap its oil.

“@realdonaldtrump just ad-
mitted what we all knew: US 
troops in Syria to ‘have the 
oil’. Also, that Russia, Syria, 
& Iran can fight ISIS, confess-
ing, ‘Iran hates ISIS’. But not 
only did US NOT fight ISIS, it 
cowardly murdered its #1 en-
emy—with ONLY Trump cro-
nies & ISIS celebrating,” Zarif 
tweeted.

Gen.  Soleimani was assas-
sinated in a U.S. drone attack 
along Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, 
deputy head of Iraq’s Popular 
Mobilization Units (PMU), 
and their companions outside 
Baghdad airport on January 3.

Denouncing the assassina-
tion, Zarif censured Washing-
ton’s alleged anti-terror efforts, 
saying the U.S. “cowardly 
murdered” Daesh’s number-
one enemy instead of fighting 
the Takfiri group. 


