
GAZA STRIP (Dispatches) – A 
ceasefire brokered by Egypt and 
the United Nations took hold on the 
Gaza fence on Tuesday after two 
days of fighting between the Zionist 
regime and the Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad group.

Islamic Jihad had fired 80 re-
taliatory rockets towards Israeli 
communities along the Gaza fence 
since Sunday, a Zionist military 
spokeswoman said, while the occu-
pying regime attacked sites in Gaza 
and Syria that killed three members 
of the resistance movement.

The area fell quiet early on Tues-
day, after a Palestinian official said 
the Zionist regime and Islamic Ji-
had had reached a “reciprocal and 
simultaneous ceasefire” mediated 
by Egypt and the United Nations.

“This round is over and Palestin-
ian resistance promised its people 
that every act of aggression by the 
Zionist occupation would be met 
by a reaction from the resistance,” 
Khader Habib, a senior Islamic Ji-
had official, told Reuters.

 The fighting erupted on Sunday 
after Zionist troops killed an Is-
lamic Jihad member near the Gaza 
fence.

Video widely shared on social 
media showed what appeared to be 
a lifeless body of the Palestinian 
dangling from an Israeli military 

bulldozer as it removed the corpse.
The images created an uproar in 

Gaza, prompting calls for retalia-
tion that were followed by retalia-
tory rockets launched by Islamic 
Jihad.

In another development, the 
United Nations Security Coun-
cil (UNSC) renewed the call for a 
solution to the Zionist-Palestinian 
conflict weeks after the United 
States unveiled a “peace” plan that 
runs counter to such a solution and 
the entire international law.

All 15 Security Council member 
states approved a Belgium-drafted 
statement on Monday that urged all 
parties to adhere to the so-called 
“two-state” bid.

“Council Members reiterated 
their support for a negotiated two-
state solution, recalling previous 
relevant UN resolutions, and in ac-
cordance with international law,” 
the statement read.

Security Council resolutions have 
in the past called for the two-state 
solution based on the 1967 bound-
aries. 

UNSC Resolution 2334, adopted 
in December 2016, pronounced 
settlements in the West Bank and 
East al-Quds “a flagrant violation 
under internation al law and a ma-
jor obstacle to the achievement of 
the two-State solution.”

Thought for Today
If the right usurped from us is given back to us we 

shall take it, otherwise we shall go on claiming it.

Palestinian Demonstrators, Zionist Troops Clash in Jordan Valley
RAMALLAH (Dispatches) – Dozens of Palestinian demonstrators clashed 

on Tuesday with Zionist troops at an army roadblock on a road leading to the 
Jordan Valley in the West Bank, medical and security sources said. Palestinian 
security sources said that around 1,000 Palestinians tried to cross an Israeli 
army roadblock to reach the Jordan Valley, adding that the troops at the check-
point prevented them from entering. Clashes broke out when Zionist troops 
fired live ammunition, rubber bullets and tear gas canisters. Medical sources in 
the Palestinian Red Crescent Society said that at least 40 demonstrators were 
injured and five of them were hospitalized after being shot by gunfire.
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Zionist Regime Submits to 
Gaza Ceasefir Again

BEIRUT (Dispatches) – The 
powerful Lebanese Shia resis-
tance movement Hezbollah is 
against allowing the IMF to man-
age Lebanon’s financial crisis, 
though it does not oppose Leba-
non seeking the Fund’s advice, the 
group’s deputy leader was quoted 
as saying on Tuesday.

“We will not accept submitting 
to (imperialist) tools ... meaning 
we do not accept submitting to 
the International Monetary Fund 
to manage the crisis,” Hezbol-
lah’s al-Manar news outlet cited 
Sheikh Naim Qassem as saying.

“Yes there is nothing to prevent 

consultations (with the IMF), 
and this is what the Lebanese 
government is doing,” Qassem 
said.

A team of experts from the IMF 
traveled to Lebanon on Thurs-
day to provide the debt-ridden 
country with advice on how to 
alleviate a deepening economic 
crisis.

The team from the U.S.-based 
organization met with new Leb-
anese Prime Minister Hassan 
Diab after arriving in Beirut.

The IMF said in a statement 
that the team would provide 
broad technical advice to the 

newly-formed government. Bei-
rut has not yet requested finan-
cial aid from the fund.

Lebanon has been facing a 
tough economic situation be-
cause of alleged mismanage-
ment and corruption during the 
past several decades. Protests 
started in the country in Octo-
ber last year, when the govern-
ment proposed imposing a tax 
on WhatsApp calls, along with 
other austerity measures.

On October 29, the then-Prime 
Minister Saad Hariri resigned 
under pressure from the un-
precedented protests, creating 

a political void that lasted until 
January 21, when Diab assumed 
office as the country’s new pre-
mier.

Diab faces one of the worst 
crises in his county’s recent his-
tory and urgent decisions about 
the upcoming debt payments, 
particularly a 1.2-billion-dollar 
sovereign bond due early next 
month.

On Wednesday, Parliament 
Speaker Nabih Berri, an influen-
tial politician in the country, pro-
posed the restructuring of Leba-
non’s debts as the best solution 
for looming maturities.

Hezbollah Against IMF Management of Lebanon’s Crisis 

A flare dropped by Zionist warplanes lights up the sky east of Rafah in the 
southern Gaza Strip, on February 24, 2020. 

HASANKEYF (Reuters) – Every day hundreds 
of people gather on the banks of the Tigris river in 
southeast Turkey to watch a 12,000-year-old town 
disappearing before their eyes.

Rising water levels from the giant Ilisu Dam 
further downstream are slowly submerging the 
town of Hasankeyf and flooding an area which 
was settled by humans for millennia.

The dam, approved by the Turkish govern-
ment in 1997 to generate electricity for the re-
gion, will uproot nearly 80,000 people from 199 
villages and has alarmed authorities in neigh-
boring Iraq, who fear the impact on their water 
supplies from the Tigris.

After years of setbacks, the dam started filling 
last July. Water levels in and around Hasankeyf 
have already risen some 15 meters and continue 
to rise by around 15 centimeters per day.

The dam forms a key part of Turkey’s South-
eastern Anatolia Project, designed to spur eco-
nomic growth in its poorest and least developed 
area.

Residents have left Hasankeyf, many of them 
moving to a new town, Yeni Hasankeyf, on a 
nearby hill which will sit on the shores of a 
newly created lake once the dam is completely 
filled.

For now, they can see the stone pillars of an 
ancient bridge which once spanned the Tigris, 
and the concrete arches of its modern equiva-
lent, both being slowly subsumed.

Dirt has been piled at both ends of the modern 
bridge, which leads into Hasankeyf, to prevent 
entry to the town. Village guards wait at the end 
of it.

The water has crept up on the shores of the 

town near the end of the bridge, swallowing 
some houses. Sections of roads in the town are 
also under water.

Reuters was turned away from another en-
trance to Hasankeyf by police who said only 
residents moving their last belongings and peo-
ple with permission from local authorities could 
enter.

Once the dam is filled, proposed plans for the 
area include ferries shuttling tourists between 
the new town to a section of the old town that 
will remain above the water. Several historical 
structures including a massive tomb, an ancient 
Turkish bath, a historic mosque and its minaret, 
have already been moved to Yeni Hasankeyf.

The Ilisu Dam will generate 1,200 megawatts 
of electricity, making it Turkey’s fourth-largest 
dam in terms of energy production.

‘History Disappears’ as Dam Waters Flood Ancient Turkish Town

DOHA (Dispatches) – A postal 
blockage against Qatar has ended 
with Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and 
Egypt restoring services, the UN 
postal agency says, after mail 
links were severed in 2017 as part 
of a campaign to isolate Doha.

The three nations, along with 
the United Arab Emirates, cut 
all diplomatic, trade and trans-
port ties with Qatar in June 
2017.

The bloc accused Doha of back-
ing radical elements, including the 
Muslim Brotherhood, and seeking 
closer links with Saudi arch-rival 
Tehran -- allegations Qatar vehe-
mently denies.

The restoration of postal ser-
vices is a small step towards 
normalization. But talks to re-
solve the wider rift have stalled, 
Qatar said earlier this month, 
after a flurry of diplomacy 
late last year raised hopes of a 
breakthrough.

Representatives of the four 
boycotting countries met a Qa-
tari delegation at the Universal 
Postal Union’s (UPU) head-
quarters in the Swiss capital 

Bern on January 29 to discuss 
the reestablishment of postal 
links.

The UAE had already resumed 
services to Qatar on February 9, 
according to the UPU, the UN 
agency responsible for coordi-
nating global postal services.

“I warmly welcome the re-
sumption of international postal 
exchanges between these coun-
tries via transit through Oman,” 
UPU director general Bishar 
Hussein said in a statement.

“All of the countries, includ-
ing Oman, deserve praise for 
their commitment and dedi-
cation to ensuring that postal 
items continue to be exchanged 
and delivered over the Union’s 
single postal territory.”

Oman has provided Qatar with 
respite from the boycott mea-
sures, making its ports available 
to Qatari imports and exports 
that would have previously tran-
sited the UAE.

Oman, along with Kuwait, has 
been involved in so far fruitless 
efforts to broker an end to the 
regional rift.

 Qatar Postal Blockage Ends as 
Regional Rivals Restore Service

DAMASCUS (Press TV) – Syr-
ian government forces, backed by 
allied fighters from popular defense 
groups, have succeeded to make 
further progress in the southern 
countryside area of the country’s 
embattled northwestern provinces of 
Idlib, liberating more villages from 
the clutches of foreign-sponsored 
terrorists.

Syria’s official news agency 
SANA reported that Syrian sol-
diers and their allies took complete 
control of the villages of Ma’ar 

Tamater and Ma’artasin on Tues-
day following fierce clashes with 
members of the Jabhat Fateh al-
Sham, formerly known as al-Nusra 
Front, Takfiri terrorist group and 
their affiliates.

The report added that the clashes 
incurred heavy losses on the terror-
ists in terms of military equipment 
and personnel.

Syrian army units are now hunt-
ing down the remnants of terror-
ists, who have fled the villages 
towards Kafr Nabl town – a major 

terrorist stronghold in the southern 
part of Idlib.

Later in the day, Syrian soldiers 
and allied fighters from popular de-
fense groups recaptured the village 
of Baarbu, and started an operation 
to capture remnants of terror outfits 
in neighboring areas.

A day earlier, a Turkish shelling 
reportedly killed nine Syrian forces 
in the Idlib, a London-based moni-
toring group said.

The so-called Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights (SOHR) said 

five Syrian forces lost their lives 
near the town of Saraqeb while 
the others died near the town of 
Nayrab.

It added that militants backed 
by Turkey also retook control of 
Nayrab and fired at Syrian govern-
ment forces in the town of Sarmin.

Saraqeb, which lies at the inter-
section of the M4 and another im-
portant highway the M5, has been 
under the government’s control 
since Feb. 8.

The fighting that raged on Mon-
day killed almost 100 fighters on 
both sides around the militant-
dominated bastion, the SOHR said.

Those included 41 forces allied to 
the Syrian army as well as 53 ter-
rorists.

Meanwhile, Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov dismissed 
some calls for a halt to Syrian gov-
ernment forces’ campaign to wipe 
out militant groups in the Idlib re-
gion.

“This is capitulating before ter-
rorists and even a reward for their 
activities in violation of interna-
tional treaties and numerous UN 
Security Council resolutions,” 
Lavrov told the UN Human Rights 
Council in Geneva.

Lavrov slammed some govern-
ments for having “a desire to jus-
tify outrageous acts committed by 
radical and terrorist groupings.”

“Otherwise, it would be difficult 
to explain admonishments about 
the possibility of concluding peace 
agreements with bandits,” the top 
Russian diplomat said.

Syrian Army Pushes 
Further Into Idlib

This picture, provided by Syria’s official news agency SANA on February 17, 2020, shows Syrian government 
forces deployed in an area of the road linking the northwestern city of Aleppo to A’zaz city. 


