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“Rajab is the great month of Allah. No other month equals it in 
sanctity and merit. During this month fighting against the infidels 
is prohibited… Surely, whoever fasts a day of Rajab secures Allah’s 
greatest pleasure, distances himself from the wrath of Allah, and one 
of the gates of hell is shut closed for him.” 
These are the remarks of Prophet Muhammad (SAWA) on the first of 
the four sacred months of the Islamic Calendar, in which the Gates of 
Divine Mercy are flung open. He also said God Almighty grants the 
reward of a hundred thousand good deeds to those who recite la ilaha 
il-Allah (there is no god but Allah) a thousand times during Rajab and 
shall build for them a hundred cities in paradise.
Imam Ali ibn Abi Taleb (AS) quotes the Prophet (SAWA) as saying: God 
Almighty forgives all sins of the person who recites these phrases every 
day and night in the months of Rajab, Sha’ban and Ramadhan. Recite 
each of the following three times: Surah al-Hamd, Ayat al-Kursi, the 
Surahs Kafirun, Towheed, Falaq, and Naas. Then, say thrice Subhan-
Allah, wal-hamdu lillah, wa la ilaha il-Allah-o wa-Allah-o Akbar, wa 
la howla wala quwatta illah billah-il-aliy-il-azeem (Glory to Allah, All 
Praise belongs to Allah, there is no god except Allah and Allah is Greater, 
there is no power or force except what derives from Allah the Exalted 
and Almighty). Now recite thrice Allahumma salle ala Muhammadin 
wa Aal-e Muhammad (O Allah, bless Muhammad and the Progeny of 
Muhammad) and Allahmum-maghfir-lil-momineen-wa’l-moninaat 
(O Allah, forgive the faithful, men and women). Now say four hundred 
times astagh- firullah wa atubu ilayh (I plead to Allah for forgiveness 
and turn to Him penitently).
The Prophet’s 6th Infallible Heir Imam Ja’far as-Sadeq (AS) says: 
“Rajab is a river in paradise, whiter than milk and sweeter than 
honey. Whoever fasts a day of Rajab will be given a drink from that 
river by Allah, the Almighty and Glorious.” 
He also said: “Allah has exalted this month and given it a stupendous 
sanctity, taking it upon Himself to honour those who fast it. And 
whoever fasts a single day of the latter part of Rajab it will save him 
from the severity of the throes of death, from the horrors encountered 
after death, and from the torments of the grave. Whoever fasts two 
days of the latter part of this month will cross over with ease the 
“Sirat” (the sharper than razor-narrower than hair-string bridge 
over hell that leads to paradise). And whoever fasts three days of the 
latter part of this month will be secure from the terrors and calamities 
of the Day of the greatest terror and will be granted immunity from 
hell.” 
Imam Sadeq (AS) when asked by a person for a supplication to God in 
this month, he answered: “Write down, In the Name of Allah the All-
Beneficent and the All-Merciful, and make this supplication every day 
during Rajab, morning and evening, after the daily and nightly prayers: 
“O You from whom I expect every good, and seek safety from Your 
displeasure in the face of every evil! O You Who give abundantly for 
that which is trivial! O You Who grant to whomever that beseeches 
You. O You Who, out of Your compassion and mercy, give also to those 
who neither ask You nor know You. Grant me, for my petition to You, 
all the good of the world and all the good of the Hereafter! Save me, 
through my petition to You, from all the evils of the world and the 
Hereafter, for what You grant is never deficient, and enhance me out 
of You grace, O All-Munificent!’”
The Imam while reciting this supplication in an entreating manner, 
gently held his beard with his left hand and moving the index finger of 
his right hand, added, “O Majestic and Munificent! O All-Generous 
Bestower of blessings, O Dispenser of favours and bounties; save my 
grey hair from the Fire!”
The Prophet’s 7th Infallible Heir, Imam Musa Kazem (AS), says: “For 
those who fast a day of Rajab, the fire of hell recedes from them a 
distance of a year’s journey. And whoever fasts three days of Rajab is 
certain to enter Paradise.” 
It is narrated that a person who recites in Rajab “astaghfirullah wa atubu 
ilayh” seventy times in the morning and seventy times in the evening 
and then raising his hands says Allahum∙magh∙fir li wa tub alayya, 
should he/she die during Rajab, God shall be pleased with him/her and 
hellfire shall not touch him/her. The Prophet also said God Almighty 
shall forgive all the sins of someone who offers ten raka’ah of the ritual 
prayer during one of the nights of Rajab, reciting Surah al-Hamd and 
Surah Kafirun once and Surah Towheed thrice in each raka’ah. 
The merits of Rajab are manifold, beginning with special prayers, 
supplications and acts of devotion on its eve and the fast of the following 
day (that is, 1st). Then comes the glories of the “Laylat ar-Ragha’eb” 
(Night of Desirability) on the eve of its First Friday. For the information 
of our listeners, concerning this blessed night, a special observance has 
been narrated from Prophet Muhammad (SAWA). 
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Bounties of the Month of Rajab

TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- Iran on 
Tuesday opened a section of a 121-
km freeway linking its capital to Ma-
zandaran province on the Caspian 
Sea, a feat which has challenged the 
country’s financial resources and 
technical capacity for decades.

The Tehran-Shomal Freeway, 
straddling some of the roughest ter-
rains in the region, is built in four 

sections, one of which was opened 
by President Hassan Rouhani, 
Press TV reported. 

“We built the section during the 
time of sanctions, and we are proud 
that the sanctions did not affect the 
will of our engineers, workers and 
managers to complete this impor-
tant project,” he said during an in-
augural ceremony.

Chinese and South Korean com-
panies withdrew from the project 
after the United States announced 
sanctions on Iran in May 2018. 

A consortium of Iranian compa-
nies led by Mostazafan Founda-
tion built the first section, a 32 km 
challenging stretch which plows 
through a mountainous terrain. It 
cost more than 40,000 billion ri-

als equaling 100,000 billion rials at 
current prices or close to $1 billion, 
Rouhani said.   

“It is obvious what an enormous 
and great work has been done in 
this 32 km section. It has 18 tun-
nels, one of which is about five ki-
lometers,” Rouhani said.

The freeway is characterized by 
deep-cut tunnels and imposing 
bridges perched above massive ce-
ment pillars that tower over pictur-
esque canyons. 

The fourth section of the freeway 
was opened in March 2013. It is 20 
km long and has four tunnels at an 
overall length of 1,400 meters.

The remaining two sections re-
quire the construction of the big-
gest number of tunnels and bridges.

Section two has a total length of 
25 km, including 20 tunnels with 
an overall length of 24.2 km. Its 
construction is under way and pro-
jected to finish in 2021. 

Section 3 is to be built at a length 
of 46 km. It will have 92 tunnels 
stretching for 33.5 km. 

President Rouhani separately said 
“the enemies” are planning to shut 
down Iran by creating fears about a 
novel coronavirus outbreak.

Speaking at the National Head-
quarters for Disease Control, Rou-
hani said: “This is a conspiracy by 
the enemies.”  

CAIRO (Dispatches) -- Egypt’s 
former president Hosni Mubarak, 
who ruled for three decades before 
he was ousted amid the Arab Spring 
protests in 2011, died Tuesday at age 
91.

The burly autocrat with the trade-
mark sunglasses went on to spend 
years behind bars for his role in the 
deaths of protesters but was freed 
in 2017 after the convictions were 
overturned.

A military funeral was planned 
for Wednesday, a senior official 
told AFP.

Mubarak had long been battling 
illness and was recently admitted 
to a Cairo military hospital’s inten-
sive care unit.

Mubarak ruled with an iron fist 
for 30 years before being deposed 
amid street protests.

Once dubbed “the Pharaoh” for 
his long, autocratic rule, he was 
swept from power, like other re-
gional potentates, by the popular 
uprisings of the 2011 Arab Spring.

His mixed legacy is that of a 
strongman who employed emer-
gency powers, led a police state 
and rigged elections and main-
tained close ties with the West and 
the occupying regime of Israel.

A former air force chief, he be-

came Egyptian vice president and 
then, in 1981, head of state after 
his predecessor Anwar Sadat was 
assassinated during a military pa-
rade.

Mubarak was also wounded, hav-
ing sat next to Sadat in the attack 
by Muslim Brotherhood members 
who had infiltrated the army.

He would survive several more 
attempts on his life, most dra-
matically in 1995 when attackers 
sprayed his motorcade with bul-
lets at a roadblock in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia.

Mubarak was the fourth president 
of the Arab Republic of Egypt, 
which was founded in 1952 when 
the military overthrew the monar-
chy.

He was considered neither an in-
spirational revolutionary like Ga-
mal Abdel Nasser, who ruled from 
1956 to 1970, nor a politician like 
Sadat, who succeeded Nasser and 
led Egypt until 1981.

He maintained Egypt’s peace 
treaty with the Zionist regime -- 
the reason Sadat was assassinated 
by militants -- and became a main 
player in the U.S.-sponsored Israe-
li-Palestinian fruitless talks more 
than a decade later.
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NEW DELHI (AP) — An an-
gry group of Hindus carrying 
pickaxes and iron rods hurled 
rocks at Muslims in new violence 
in the Indian capital over a new 
citizenship law on Tuesday, with 
at least 10 people killed in two 
days of clashes that cast a shad-
ow over U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s visit to the country.

After his talks with Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
Trump told reporters that he had 
heard about the violence, but 
did not discuss it with Modi.

Black smoke rose into the sky 
after Hindu protesters set fruit 
and vegetable shops and a Mus-
lim shrine on fire in the Bhajan-
pur area in New Delhi’s north-
east, witnesses said.

In addition to the 10 deaths, at 
least 150 people have been in-
jured in the clashes since Mon-
day, Sunil Kumar, the medical 
superintendent of Guru Tegh Ba-
hadur Hospital, told reporters.

India has been rocked by vio-
lence since Parliament approved 
a new citizenship law in De-
cember that provides fast-track 
naturalization for some foreign-
born religious minorities but not 
Muslims.

Trump declined to comment 
on the new law. “I don’t want to 
discuss that. I want to leave that 
to India and hopefully they’re 
going to make the right decision 
for the people,” he said.

The group of Hindus roamed 
the area shouting praises to Hin-
du gods and goddesses. Police 
fired tear gas to disperse them 
and a group of rival Muslims. 
They retreated to the two sides 
of a highway.

Also Tuesday, protesters in 
several other areas of northeast-
ern New Delhi defied orders 
prohibiting the assembly of 
more than five people and threw 
stones and set some shops and 
vehicles on fire, a police officer 
said. Some homes were attacked 
with rocks.

One police officer was killed 
in the violence Monday after he 
was hit by rocks, police officer 
Anuj Kumar said. Eleven other 
officers were injured by rocks 
as they tried to separate rival 
groups, police said.

Also Monday, Hindu national-
ist and communist groups held 
pro- and anti-U.S. street demon-
strations in the capital.

(Continued on Page 7)

Trump Non-Committal on $3.1bn to Fight Virus 
WASHINGTON (Reuters) -- The U.S. Congress must pass 

legislation providing at least $3.1 billion in new funding to 
respond to concerns over the coronavirus, far beyond the 
Trump administration’s request, Senate Democratic Leader 
Chuck Schumer said on Tuesday. The $3.1 billion in addi-
tional money “is the amount our public health organizations 
say is necessary,” Schumer said in a Senate speech. Late on 
Monday, the Trump administration asked Congress to ap-
prove $2.5 billion to combat the spreading virus, with only 
$1.5 billion of that in new funding. 
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Afghanistan Re-Opens Border With Iran

KABUL (Dispatches) -- Afghanistan has reopened its 
border with Iran, a day after closing it amid concerns 
about the spread of the novel coronavirus, the spokes-
man for Afghanistan’s National Security Council said 
Tuesday. In a post on his Twitter account, Javid Faisal 
said a committee formed to prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus had decided that control measures should 
be put in place on the Afghanistan-Iran border to al-
low passenger movement.
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The first stretch of the 121-km freeway was opened by President Rouhani on Feb. 25, 2020.
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