
Dear youngsters, could you 
answer the following ques-
tions.

1.	 I have a title and many 
pages. I am a genteel of genteel 
descent. I am a killer veteran 
of war. I am a slave to my lord 
pledged to his service. What 
am I? 

2.	 The more holes you 
cover the lower I go. What am 
I? 

3.	 In all the world, none 
can compare, I am a tiny weav-
er, my deadly cloth so silky and 
fair. What am I? 

4.	 I always go to bed 
with my shoes on. What am I? 

5.	 I’m not a bird, but I 
can fly through the sky. I’m not 
a river, but I’m full of water. 
What am I? 

6.	 I work when I play 
and play when I work. What 
am I? 

Answers to last week’s ques-
tions:

1.	 Sharing
2.	 Hunger
3.	 Comet
4.	 Keyhole
5.	 Justice
6.	 Iron-ore
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Salaam, and heartiest congratulations to all our young friends on the 
eve of the New Year. Today is our last chat of the year before start of 
the two-week long Nowrouz holidays. It means there will be no issue 
of Kayhan International till Saturday April 4, and we will not meet until 
Wednesday, April 8, that is, three weeks from now.

As you know, Nowrouz literally means “New Day”. It is celebrated 
each year on the first day of spring, the Vernal Equinox. Usually Now-
rouz falls on the 20th or 21st of March, depending on whether there has 
been a leap year.

Glory to God Almighty, Who created us from clay, gave us life, will 
make us die, and then resurrect us for the Judgement, followed by re-
wards or punishment, as per our deeds – of course, after having been 
availed of infinite divine mercy.

When we ponder on the world of nature, we understand the philosophy 
of life, death and resurrection. Nature renews itself every year. We have 
all seen the falling of the leaves in autumn, dried up leaves which die and 
wither away. And all of us have seen the blossoming of trees and plants 
with the coming of spring. Spring is the season when nature seems to re-
new itself. Trees grow green in the spring. New green leaves appear, the 
whiteness and stillness of winter gives way to the greening, blossoming, 
and regeneration/invigoration of spring. Spring buzzes with life, warmth 
and movement, in sharp contrast to the cold winter months.

Humans, too, follow a cycle in their lives. The older generations pass 
away, and they are “replaced” by new-born babies. Just as the day passes 
and the night begins, winter ends and spring begins. Just as the day has 
a limited duration, the lives of human beings also have a “limited dura-
tion”. But how nice it would be if we too could “regenerate ourselves” 
with the coming of spring, just like nature does.

Time, of course never stops. Time is like a train which keeps on mov-
ing, and stops at no station. Humans, too, should always be working and 
learning. There is a famous statement from the Commander of the Faith-
ful, Imam Ali ibn Abi Taleb (AS), the cousin, son-in-law and divinely-
designated vicegerent of Prophet Muhammad (SAWA). He says: “If two 
of your days are identical to one another, then you have suffered a loss, 
and he, whose tomorrow, is worse than his today, has indeed been de-
prived”.

We understand Nowrouz and its celebration by pondering on the time-
less wisdom of the holy Qur’an. For example, ayahs 19 and 20 of Surah 
Ankabout, say:

“Have they not regarded how Allah originates the creation? Then He 
will bring it back. That is indeed easy for Allah. Say, ‘Travel over the 
land and then observe how He has originated the creation.’ Then Allah 
shall bring about the genesis of the Hereafter. Indeed Allah has power 
over all things.”

Since Nowrouz is rooted in the ethereal teachings of Islam, and the 
New Year in Iran is based on the auspicious migration of Prophet Mu-
hammad (SAWA) from Mecca and Medina (similar to the lunar hijri cal-
endar), Friday, we start 1399 solar hijri.

We congratulate all our readers, especially you young friends, who un-
fortunately this year due to the outbreak of coronavirus are not able to go 
anywhere as we remember last year, millions of Iranians had flocked to 
the holy shrines of the Ahl al-Bayt.

Isha’ Allah (God willingly), this year we would stay at home as the 
health authorities have recommended us and we would pray to God at the 
exact time of the start of the New Year (07:19:37), for the reappearance 
of the Lord of the Age, Imam Mahdi (AS).

Goodbye, God bless you all, and see you next year.

Goodbye and Happy Nowrouz

JOKES
A man called his child’s doctor, “Hello! My son just snatched my pen when I was writing and swallowed it. 

What should I do?” The doctor replied, “Until I can come over, write with another pen.”
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
A mom and a son come home from the grocery store. The boy immediately empties out a box of animal crackers 

and the mom asks him why. The boy says, “You should not eat it if the seal is broken, so I’m looking for the seal.”
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Friend A: “Has your son decided what he wants to be when he grows up?”
Friend B:  “He wants to be a garbage man.”
Friend A: “That’s an unusual ambition to have at such a young age.”
Friend B: “Not really. He thinks that garbage men work only on Tuesdays.”
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
A woman was taking an afternoon nap. When she woke up, she told her husband, “I just dreamed that you gave 

me a pearl necklace. What do you think it means?”
“You’ll know tonight,” he said. That evening, the man came home with a small package and gave it to his wife. 

Delighted, she opened it to find a book entitled “The Meaning of Dreams.”

Send your jokes. Heard any 

jokes lately? Well, try and 

make us laugh too!  

Don’t hesitate! Mail it to us. 

Kayhan International ad-

dress: Ferdowsi St., Shahid 

Shahcheraghi Alley, Tehran.  

One afternoon a fox was walk-
ing through the forest and spot-
ted a bunch of grapes hanging 
from over a lofty branch. “Just 
the thing to quench my thirst,” 
quoted the fox.

Taking a few steps back, the fox 
jumped and just missed the hang-
ing grapes. Again the fox took a 
few paces back and tried to reach 
them but still failed.

Finally, giving up, the fox turned 
up his nose and said, “They’re 

probably sour anyway,” and pro-
ceeded to walk away.

MORAL: IT’S EASY TO DE-
SPISE WHAT YOU CANNOT 
HAVE.

RIDDLES

Imam Musa Kazem (AS)
“In Nowrouz Allah made a covenant with His servants to worship Him and not to allow any partner for Him. To wel-

come, His messengers and obey their rulings. This day is the first day that the fertile wind blew and the flowers on the 
earth appeared. The Archangel Gabriel appeared to the Prophet, and it is the day that Abraham (as) broke the idols. The 
day Prophet Muhammad (SAWA) held (Imam) Ali (AS) on his shoulders to destroy the idols the Quraish had placed atop 

the (symbolic) House of God, the Ka’ba.”

The Fox and the Grapes


