
TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- Iran’s presi-
dent told European powers on Wednesday 
not to copy the United States by undermin-
ing Tehran’s strained nuclear pact with 
world nations, and said Tehran would not 
seek nuclear weapons whether or not the 
deal survived.

Britain, France and Germany launched 
a dispute mechanism in the 2015 nuclear 
deal this month, accusing Iran of violat-
ing the deal that has become increasingly 
frayed since Washington pulled out in 2018 
and then reimposed sanctions on Tehran.

The dispute mechanism could ulti-
mately lead to the case being referred to 
the UN Security Council to restore UN 
sanctions. Iranian officials have threat-

ened a range of steps if this should hap-
pen, including quitting the 2015 deal or 
even withdrawing from the 1968 Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

Iran has gradually rolled back restric-
tions on its nuclear program under the 
2015 deal, arguing that it has a right to 
do so because European countries failed 
to protect it from U.S. sanctions.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said 
on Wednesday that the United States 
had made a mistake by quitting the 2015 
pact.

“Do you want to make the same mis-
take? ... I am emphasizing that if the 
Europeans make a mistake and violate 
the deal, they will be responsible for the 

consequences of their actions.”
U.S. President Donald Trump says his 

“maximum pressure” campaign aims to 
drive Iran toward a broader deal that will 
further curb Tehran’s nuclear program, 
end its missile program and halt its assis-
tance to resistance groups in the Middle 
East. 

The three European powers have 
shown greater readiness to work toward 
what the British prime minister dubbed 
a “Trump deal”. France has said it might 
be time for a broader pact.

“In the current context, France is de-
termined that Iran never acquires a nu-
clear weapon, but also that we avoid all 
military escalation in the region,” French 

President Emmanuel Macron said during 
a trip to the Israeli-occupied Palestine. 

Iran has always insisted its nuclear 
program is only for peaceful purposes, 
pointing to monitoring of its work by 
the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA).

“With or without the nuclear deal or the 
IAEA’s safeguards, whether our relation 
with the UN nuclear agency is good or 
bad, Iran is not seeking nuclear weap-
ons,” Rouhani said.

The president hit out at the European 
parties for failing to implement the 11 
commitments they had undertaken to 
save the nuclear deal following the U.S. 
withdrawal.

Rouhani’s chief of staff, Mahmoud 
Vaezi, had earlier said one of Tehran’s 
possible responses to the crisis would be 
to withdraw from the 2015 deal. Rouhani 
said of the pact: “We do not want to de-
stroy it and we are still committed to the 
deal.”

“It was discussed that it’s possible 
some may take Iran’s file to the (UN) Se-
curity Council ... If this happens we will 
take tougher decisions such as leaving 
the nuclear deal,” said Vaezi, adding that 
President Rouhani had previously raised 
the possibility in a letter to the European 
powers.

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Javad Zarif said Europe had yielded to 
pressure from Washington by launching 
the dispute mechanism in the nuclear 
pact, the JCPOA. He has cited a threat of 
U.S. tariffs if European capitals did not 
take action.

“When E3 sold out remnants of 
#JCPOA to avoid Trump tariffs last 
week, I warned that it would only whet 
his appetite,” he tweeted. “EU would do 
better to exert its sovereignty.”

DAVOS, Switzerland/WASH-
INGTON (Dispatches) -- U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump on Wednesday 
said he did not consider the brain 
injuries suffered by 11 U.S. service 
members in Iran’s recent attack on 
a base in Iraq to be serious, as the 
American military moved more 
troops out of the region for potential 
injuries.

In a statement on Wednesday, 
U.S. Central Command said that 
more troops had been flown out 
of Iraq to Germany for medical 
evaluations following Iran’s Jan. 
8 missile attack on the base where 
U.S. forces were stationed after an-
nouncing the 11 injuries last week.

Further injuries may be identified 
in the future, it added, without giv-
ing further details.

A U.S. official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, said about a 
dozen troops were being transport-
ed to Germany.

Trump and other top officials 

initially said Iran’s attack had not 
killed or injured any U.S. service 
members before the Pentagon re-
versed course on Thursday, saying 
11 U.S. troops had been treated for 
concussion symptoms after the at-
tack on the Ain al-Asad air base in 
western Iraq.

On Wednesday, Trump declined 
to explain the discrepancy.

“I heard that they had headaches 
and a couple of other things, but I 
would say and I can report it is not 
very serious,” Trump told a news 
conference in Davos, Switzerland.

Asked whether he considered 
traumatic brain injury to be serious, 
Trump said: “They told me about it 
numerous days later. You’d have to 
ask the Department of Defense.”

Pentagon officials have said there 
had been no effort to minimize or 
delay information on concussive 
injuries, but its handling of the in-
juries following Tehran’s attack has

(Continued on Page 7)

BAGHDAD (Reuters) -- Iraq 
likes what U.S. troops are doing 
there, President Donald Trump 
claimed on Wednesday at talks 
with the Iraqi president about the 
future of the mission, which has 
been in doubt since a U.S. drone 
strike martyred an Iranian com-
mander in Baghdad.

Iraqi President Barham Salih’s 
office said he and Trump had 
discussed reducing the num-
ber of foreign troops in Iraq at 
a meeting on the sidelines of 
an economic summit in Davos, 
Switzerland.

Asked before the meeting 
about the prospect of a U.S. 
withdrawal, Trump said: “We’re 
talking about a lot of different 
things and you’ll be hearing 
whatever we do. But they like 
what we’re doing and we like 
them, and we’ve had a very 
good relationship.”

The United States has around 
5,000 troops in Iraq, deployed 

the country since 2014 under the 
pretext of helping fight against 
the Daesh terrorist group. While 
Iraq announced “great victory” 
over the Takfiri group in July 
2017, the United States has 
refused to withdraw from the 
Arab country despite rising op-
position. 

Calls for a withdrawal have 
specially mounted since Jan. 3, 
when Trump ordered a drone 
strike at Baghdad airport that 
martyred General Qassem So-
leimani, the most prominent an-
ti-terror commander in the Mid-
dle East. The Iraqi commander 
of anti-terror forces was also 
martyred in the terrorist attack.

Iraq’s parliament responded 
with a vote to demand the U.S. 
forces leave, prompting an 
angry Trump at one point to 
threaten to impose sanctions on 
Iraq unless it allows U.S. troops 
to stay.

(Continued on Page 7)

Nuclear Chief Blasts E3 Subservience to U.S. 
TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Head of the Atomic Energy Organiza-

tion of Iran (AEOI) Ali Akbar Salehi on Wednesday slammed 
a decision by Britain, France and Germany to trigger the 
so-called snapback provisions of the 2015 Iran nuclear deal 
as a testimony to their submissiveness to the U.S.

Salehi said a recent statement from the three European 
parties to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) 
about their plan to trigger the dispute mechanism in the 
nuclear deal reveals Europe’s inability and imprudence in 
the face of U.S. demands. 
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‘Assassination Not to Undermine Iran’s Influence’
TEHRAN (Press TV) -- Iran’s Foreign Ministry Spokes-

man Abbas Mousavi said Wednesday the U.S. is wrong to 
think it can dent Iran’s influence through terrorist acts, 
including the recent assassination of Iranian commander 
Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimani.  

“Our influence has not been dependent on an individual 
and it will prove that this influence will further be strength-
ened with the blessings of his (General Soleimani’s) blood, 
and regional nations will embrace Iran’s influence and that 
of the resistance,” he said in an interview.  

After Iran’s ‘Slap’ in Response to Assassination: 

Trump Defiant as More Injured 
Troops Leave Iraq  

President Hassan Rouhani, center, Judiciary chief Ebrahim Raisi, left, and Parliament speaker 
Ali Larijani attend a joint meeting in Tehran, Jan. 22, 2020. 

American President Apparently Non-Committal: 

Iraqi President Asks Trump 
to Reduce U.S. Troops
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Viewpoint

President Rouhani: 

EU Will Be Responsible for Consequences
By: Marco Carnelos* 

Having threatened to obliterate Iran’s cultural heritage, expressed joy 
at the fact that Iran’s economy was “going to hell” and pulled out of 
international agreements, the White House is scratching its head. 

Why, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo recently pondered, wasn’t Iran 
behaving like a normal nation? Say, like Norway.

In a recent speech to Stanford University students hosted by another 
veteran of Middle East disasters, former secretary of state Condoleezza 
Rice, Pompeo quoted Norway as a possible model of a “normal nation” 
to which Iran should aspire in transforming itself.

Of course, anybody making such a claim - racism aside - should at 
least come from a country with impeccable credentials for the title of 
Most Normal Nation on the Planet. Is Pompeo absolutely sure the U.S. 
would qualify?

Dubious Distinctions

Eminent U.S. historian Andrew Bacevich recently listed some indexes 
that Iran could take into account. In 2016, the year Donald Trump first 
lurched towards the White House, a number of less than desirable so-
cial trends characterized the U.S.

One in six were taking prescription psychiatric drugs, such as anti-
depressants or anti-anxiety medications. More than 16 million adults 
and more than three million adolescents were suffering from significant 
depression. More than 1.9 million Americans were regularly using co-
caine, with half a million hooked on heroin and 700,000 on metham-
phetamines. 

The U.S. opioid epidemic, driven by a profit-hungry medical and 
pharmaceutical industry, is still killing tens of thousands of people each 
year; nearly 45,000 people commit suicide annually; nearly 40,000 
Americans are killed in firearms-related incidents each year, many self 
inflicted.

In 2019, there were 439 mass shootings, averaging more than one per 
day and the highest on record.

The U.S. jails more people than any other nation, with an incarcera-
tion rate of 724 people per 100,000, a total of 2.2 million - more than 
China and Russia.

Other social ills are growing: one in six U.S. adults are binge-drinking 
several times a month; 11 million Americans are struggling with eating 
disorders, while nearly half of adults are obese. Cosmetic surgeons are 
performing more than 17 million procedures annually. 

The list goes on: hundreds of thousands of children suffering from 
abuse or neglect, while social trust - how Americans felt about govern-
ment institutions and their fellow citizens - is at an all-time low.

Human Misery

The U.S. does not have a monopoly on human misery. It is spread 
liberally around the Western and non-Western worlds. Yet, no other 
Western or non-Western nation regularly and persistently claims to lead 
the rest of the world.

Now, let’s also assume that Iran, in attempting to become a “normal 
nation”, may alternatively find inspiration in the foreign policy that the 
U.S. has pursued over the last three decades. It is difficult to find an 
existential threat big enough to rival global warming, but U.S. foreign 
policy comes close.

No effort should be spared to ensure that Iran does not follow Amer-
ica’s lead in the following endeavors (as supplied by blogger Caitlin 
Johnstone): circling the planet with hundreds of its own military bases; 
acquiring thousands of nuclear weapons; using its power to crush any 
government, political party, movement or person who stands in its way; 
and meddling in scores of democratic elections around the world, then 
bemoaning the possibility of any nation returning the favor.

Advice for the Future

Other endeavors Johnstone highlights include the liberal use of sanc-
tions to prevent any sort of disobedience by starving civilians and de-
priving them of medicines while pretending to be a force for peace; 
toppling non-compliant governments and invading nations around the 
world; and indefinitely waging war across a vast region thousands of 
miles from home, causing countless deaths, without any benefits for 
civilians domestically.

Are we really sure that we want Iran to become a “normal nation”?
Iran should ignore the advice to follow the U.S. model of “normality” 

- mankind cannot risk another existential threat of that order.
*Marco Carnelos is a former Italian diplomat. He has been assigned to 

Somalia, Australia and the United Nations.  
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