
TEHRAN (Fars) - Iran announced 
that the capacity to use renewable 
energies in the country has increased 
five times in the past 7 years.

Iran’s ministry of energy said in a 
report that renewable power capac-
ity in Iran had grown by five times 
since 2013.

It said a total of 120 megawatt-
scale renewable power plants are 
active in Iran, including 55 solar 
farms that generate more than three 
terawatt hours (TWh) of electricity 
and 19 wind farms with around 2.6 
TWh of capacity.

Total capacity from the renew-
ables, including from hydroelec-
tricity, biomass and thermal waste 
recycling, is expected to hit 1,000 
MW by March, said the report.

The ministry had announced in 
November that the country had 
generated more than 4.4 billion 
kilowatt-hours of electricity from 
renewable sources since mid-2009.

It added that Iran has produced 
over 4.4 billion kilowatt-hours of 
electricity from renewable sources 
since the bid to shift focus from fos-
sil fuels to greener energies started 
in mid-2009.

This volume of clean energy 
was produced from July 2009 to 
late November 2019, which has 
cut the consumption of 1.25 bil-
lion cubic meters of fossil fuels. 
It has also saved 969 million liters 
of water.

Moreover, harnessing clean ener-
gy in the past nine years has helped 
the country curb the emission of 
about 3 million tons of greenhouse 
gases.

Renewable ventures are gaining 
popularity in the country; with more 
than 300 sunny days throughout the 
year, Iran has huge potential to ex-
pand solar energy infrastructure and 
attract foreign investments.

The country meets more than 80% 
of its electricity demand from thermal 
power plants that run on fossil fuels. 
Of the total 82,000 MW production 
capacity, only a meager amount of 
680 MW goes to renewables.

Figures on Iran’s power sector 
show that 42% of the country’s re-
newable energies come from solar 
power, 41% from wind farms, 13% 
small from hydroelectric plants, 2% 
from heat recovery and 2% is con-
stituted by biomass.
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It said a total of 120 megawatt-
scale renewable power plants are 
active in Iran, including 55 solar 
farms that generate more than three 
terawatt hours (TWh) of electricity 
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November 2019, which has cut the 
consumption of 1.25 billion cubic 
meters of fossil fuels. It has also 
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gy in the past nine years has helped 
the country curb the emission of 
about 3 million tons of greenhouse 
gases.

Renewable ventures are gain-
ing popularity in the country; 
with more than 300 sunny days 
throughout the year, Iran has huge 
potential to expand solar energy 
infrastructure and attract foreign 

investments.
The country meets more than 

80% of its electricity demand from 
thermal power plants that run on 
fossil fuels. Of the total 82,000 
MW production capacity, only a 
meager amount of 680 MW goes to 
renewables.

Figures on Iran’s power sector 
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small from hydroelectric plants, 
2% from heat recovery and 2% is 
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NEW DELHI (Dispatches) - In-
dia’s External Affairs Minister 
Subrahamnian Jaishankar has said 
that New Delhi and Tehran have 
been discussing several additional 
measures to make Iranian port of 
Chabahar more commercially at-
tractive. 

 “I had discussed with Iranian 
Foreign Minister Javad Zarif to 
make Chabahar port commercially 
more attractive during our interac-
tion in September 2019 and this 

January. We are discussing to take 
more additional measures to make 
the port, in a sense, more relevant 
to the current traffic,” Jaishankar 
said while addressing an industry 
event in New Delhi.

In the Union Budget presented 
last week, India allocated $13.9 
million for the Chabahar Port for 
fiscal 2020-21.

“It shows India’s commitment 
towards the development of Cha-
bahar and our determination to 

develop it as a viable connectiv-
ity option,” Jaishankar said while 
adding that India’s connectivity 
initiatives through the Internation-
al North South Transport Corri-
dor and the Ashgabat Agreement 
would also continue.

The Indian minister also launched 
“India - Central Asia Business 
Council” which is a platform to 
promote trade and investments 
fostering inter country economic 
development and dialogue.

TEHRAN (Dispatches) - Iran’s 

Minister of Industry, Mine and Trade 

Reza Rahmani has said the country  

has become the fifth largest producer 

of refractory steel parts in the world 

after the U.S., Japan, India and China.

Spaeking at a ceremony to opera-
tionalize Sefid Dasht Zagros Refrac-
tories Industrial project in Chahah-
rmahal-Bakhtiari province, Rahmani 

said, “This industrial and production 
factory is a clear manifestation of 
self-confidence of our young experts 
that led the country towards self-suf-
ficiency in producing refractory steel 
parts.”

 He put the annual production value 
of refractory steel products of this in-
dustrial unit at $25 million, and said, 
“The launch of this project has gener-
ated new employment opportunities 
for people of this region.”

The culture of self-confidence has 
been institutionalized in the country, 
and during the current tough eco-
nomic situation, the country can gain 
growth and development by relying 
on the domestic capabilities and its 
talented youth.

Iran, World’s 5th Largest Producer 
of Refractory Steel Parts TEHRAN (Dispatches) - Iran’s Min-

ister of Roads and Urban Development 
Mohammad Eslami says that the coun-
try’s rural road network will expand by 
2,000 kilometers until March as part of 
a nation-wide scheme which seeks to cut 
construction costs while providing safer 
transport for people in remote villages 
and towns.

Eslami said that the total length of 
concrete roads connecting rural areas 
across Iran would reach over 120,000 
kilometers when ongoing projects fin-
ish at the end of the current Iranian 
calendar year.

The minister said another 3,000 ki-
lometers of rural roads will be built in 
the next Iranian year ending in March 
2021.

He said rapid expansion of the rural 
transportation network had become 
possible mainly because of the Abrar 
National Plan, a scheme by which 
construction procedures are simpli-
fied for certain geographical areas to 
allow a reduction in costs by nearly 50 
percent.

Under the plan, special mixtures of 

asphalt are only used in cold regions 
while subgrade is removed from road-
bed construction to allow a significant 
reduction in costs.

Authorities say those measures com-
ply with national and international 
standards on rural road construction.

The expansion of the rural road net-
work allows Iran to accelerate deliv-
ering much-needed urban services to 

villages and towns that are currently 
home to nearly a third of the country’s 
population.

While opening 54 kilometers of new 
rural roads in the Larestan region in 
southern Iran, Eslami said that the 
total length of concrete rural roads in 
Iran in 1979, when the Islamic revo-
lution took place in the country, was 
3,000 kilometers.

Rural Road Network to Expand by 
2,000 km: Minister

India, Iran to Finalize Additional Measures to 
Boost Trade at Chabahar Port 

Report: Iran’s Renewable 
Energies Capacity Rises

Foreign Reinsurers Still Working With 
Iran in Defiance of U.S.
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Iran’s Minister of Industry, Mine and Trade Reza Rahmani inaugurates Sefid Dasht 
Zagros Refractories Industrial project in Chahahrmahal-Bakhtiari province.

Pakistan, 
Iran Mull 

Barter Trade 
Mechanism
ISLAMABAD (Dispatches) - 

Pakistan and Iran have held nego-
tiations over the establishment of 
a barter trade mechanism and to 
promote cooperation in the fields of 
customs, agriculture and trade and 
industry, a senior Pakistani official 
said.

Parliamentary Secretary for 
Commerce Aliya Hamza Malik 
told the National Assembly that 
the Pakistani and Iranian authori-
ties set up a joint trade committee, 
co-chaired by the commerce min-
isters of both the countries.

Malik, responding to questions, 
said eighth meeting of the joint 
trade committee was held on July 
4, 2019 in Islamabad. “Both the 
sides conducted negotiations over 
the establishment of barter trade 
mechanism, cooperation in the 
fields of customs, agriculture and 
industry,” she said.

The parliamentary secretary said 
commerce ministry was in the pro-
cess to renew the memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) between 
Trade Development Authority of 
Pakistan and Iranian international 
exhibition body. The MoU would 
help foster smooth trade flows be-
tween the two neighboring coun-
tries through trade promotional 
tools like exhibitions, exchange 
of delegations and business semi-
nars. The secretary said the min-
istry also initiated negotiation for 
free trade agreement (FTA) with 
Iran. A technical negotiation com-
mittee has been established for 
this purpose.

Global Oil Demand to Decline After Peak in 2041 - IMF
WASHINGTON (Sputnik) - Global oil demand will reach its peak in 2041 and then will decline gradually, the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) said on Thursday.
“The benchmark projection of long-term oil demand… predicts that global oil demand will peak around 2041 

at about 115 million barrels a day and gradually decline thereafter”, the fund said in a report on the Persian Gulf 
Cooperation Council Region.

The IMF expects demand-reducing effects such as improvements in energy efficiency, will play the leading 
role in this process.

Oil-exporting countries may face reshaping of their economies as these expectations materialize, the report 
said.

Knowledge-Based Firms to Attend Geneva Smart Cities Conference
TEHRAN (IFP) - A group of Iranian knowledge-based companies will attend a conference in Geneva to support 

innovative solutions to smart cities’ challenges.
The program is part of a collaborative effort to organize an annual event in the global information community 

that is being held this year with the goal of identifying and supporting innovative solutions to global urban 
challenges.

This event will be held in Geneva, Switzerland, on April 5-7.
According to global statistics, nowadays, 55 percent of the world’s population lives in cities, and the figure is 

projected to reach 66 percent by 2050. These cities occupy 3% of the total earth, consuming 60 to 80% of the 
energy available on earth.

This increase in urban population exacerbates the complexities of social life in cities. In this case, the issue of 
sustainability will be given greater attention.

Currently, the urban ecosystem is in turmoil with issues like urbanization, pollution, population increase, cli-
mate change, outdated infrastructure, etc.


