
MOSCOW (Dispatches) -- A 
passenger plane carrying 172 pas-
sengers allegedly from Tehran to 
Damascus made an emergency 
landing at the Russian-controlled 
Hmeimim Air Base in Syria on 
Thursday to avoid coming under 
fire from Syrian air defenses, Rus-
sia said on Friday.

The Syrian forces were respond-
ing to airstrikes by the occupying 
regime of Israel on targets in Syria, 
Defense Ministry spokesman Igor 
Konashenkov was quoted as say-
ing by Interfax and other Russian 
agencies.

The Syrian defense ministry said 
on Thursday it had intercepted mis-
siles over Damascus that were fired 

by the warplanes of the Zionist re-
gime. 

The Airbus A320 had been com-
ing into land at Damascus Interna-
tional Airport when it was forced to 
divert to the nearest alternative air-
field, the Hmeimim Air Base near 
Latakia in northwest Syria, which 
is operated by the Russian military.

Konashenkov did not name the 
airline. Data from Flight Radar 
showed a flight from the Iraqi city 
of Najaf had been diverted from 
Damascus toward Hmeimim. That 
was a Syrian Cham Wings plane. 

A Cham Wings plane had flown 
Iran’s General Qassem Soleimani 
from Damascus to Baghdad shortly 
before the military commander was 

assassinated by the United States in 
an airstrike in January, Reuters re-
ported in January.

The occupying regime of Israel 
has repeatedly bombed targets in 
Syria. Konashenkov said the Zion-
ist regime is using civilian aircraft 
as cover to block Syrian air defens-
es from responding to Israeli com-
bat missions, which he said had be-
come a characteristic feature of the 
occupying regime’s air force.

“Such operations by Israeli strate-
gists gamble the lives of hundreds 
of innocent people,” Konashenkov 
said.

“The movement of regular pas-
senger flights both in Syrian air-
space and around the world is car-

ried out in known, high-altitude 
echelons, which Israeli radar can 
clearly see.”

In 2018, Syrian air defenses mis-
takenly shot down a Russian Ily-
ushin Il-20 reconnaissance plane 
after it was similarly used as a 
cover by Israeli warplanes, killing 
15 people on board.

The airstrikes by the Zionist re-
gime took place as Syrian troops 
were entering the terrorist-con-
trolled town of Saraqeb, which lies 
at the crossroads of two key high-
ways in the Idlib province, the last 
major terrorist bastion in Syria.

Damascus said the Israeli air-
strike on Thursday happened at the 
same time the Turkish military was 
deploying a military caravan in 
Idlib to “protect the terrorists” and 
halt the Syrian military advance in 
the province.

Syrian government troops en-
tered the strategic town of Saraqeb 
Thursday after fierce clashes with 
terrorists, even as Turkey sent re-
inforcements seeking to curtail the 
offensive, Syrian state media re-
ported.

The town sits at the intersection 
of two major highways, one link-
ing the capital Damascus to the 
north and another connecting the 
country’s west and east.

State news agency SANA and 
Al-Ikhbariya TV said Syrian army 
units entered the town before 
nightfall and were combing it for 
remaining fighters and explosives.

The Syrian army had earlier be-
sieged the town and at least four 
Turkish military posts set up to
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Official: U.S. Imploring for Talks With Iran
TEHRAN (Tasnim) – The U.S. is imploring Iran to enter 

talks without any preconditions, but Tehran has turned down 
the request, Iranian President’s Chief of Staff Mahmoud 
Vaezi said.

Speaking at a meeting of administrative officials in the 
province of Golestan on Thursday, Vaezi emphasized that 
the Iranian people and government will never give in to 
pressures. He said Iran had once rejected the 12 precondi-
tions that the US had set for direct talks with Iran, adding, 
“Today, they (Americans) are begging for negotiations with-
out preconditions, but we reject.” 
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Cleric: Islamic Revolution Upended Zionist Plots
 
TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Tehran’s Friday prayers Leader 

Ayatollah Muhammad Emami Kashani said the victory 
of the 1979 Revolution in Iran has prevented the Ameri-
can and Zionist conquest of the entire Muslim world.

Ayatollah Emami Kashani said Iran, the Arab, and the 
Islamic nations had many problems before the victory of 
the Islamic Revolution in 1979. Without the Revolution 
in Iran, the U.S. and Zionism would have conquered the 
entire Islamic world, the cleric added. 

Missile fire is seen over Damascus, Jan. 21, 2019.

BAGHDAD (Dispatches) -- Two 
commanders of Iraqi cleric Muqta-
da al-Sadr’s movement have been 
killed in separate attacks in the span 
of 24 hours in what appears to be a 
plot to create division among Iraqi 
groups.

One of them was Hazim al-Hilfi, 
a commander of the Saraya al-
Salam militant group, who was 
killed on Thursday when the ve-
hicle carrying him was targeted 
by unidentified gunmen on the 
Muhammad al-Qasim road west of 
Basra province.

He suffered fatal injuries and 
died on the spot, local security 
sources said. They quoted a Sadr 
movement’s media official in Bas-
ra, Saad al-Maliki, as saying that 
Halfi was one of the leaders of the 
Peace Corps.

His assassination came less than 
24 hours after Abu-Muqada al-
Azirjawi, another top commander 
of the Saraya group, was seriously 
wounded on Tuesday night after 
unknown assailants riding motor-
cycles opened fire on him near his 
house in Abou Roummaneh dis-
trict of Maysan governorate.

He later died of his injuries in 
hospital, Iraqi media reported.

There are speculations that the 
assassinations are carried out by 
foreign intelligence services with 
the aim of pinning the blame on 
rival Iraqi groups, and reignite a 
civil war in the volatile country, 
Iran’s Press TV reported.

Last October, Maysan Governor-
ate witnessed the killing of Wis-
sam al-Alyawi, a prominent leader 
in the Asa’ib Ahl al-Haq group, 
following an armed attack on its 
headquarters.

Asa’ib leader Qais Khazali has 
said the U.S. had plotted to assas-
sinate Muqtada al-Sadr and pin the 
blame on Asa’ib Ahl al-Haq group 
in a bid to provoke a civil war in 
Iraq.

“The first American-Israeli proj-
ect in Iraq, which they wanted to 
implement, was to assassinate 
Muqtada al-Sadr and then accuse 
Asa’ib of killing him, causing a 
nationwide slaughter in the coun-
try,” Khazali said in an interview 
with Al-Ahad.

“Sadr and Iran received the in-
telligence, and the issue was sort-
ed out. Thank God the plot was 
failed,” he noted, saying the source 
of the intelligence was top Iranian 
general Qassem Soleimani, who 
was assassinated in a US drone at-
tack last month.

Khazali also pointed to the issue 
of “unknown snipers” who target-
ed Iraqi protesters at the beginning 
of the protests in October, and said 
launching an investigation into the 
issue and identifying the perpetra-
tors is among the most important 
demands of Iraqi people.

“If this case is opened, Asa’ib 
Ahl al-Haq has sufficient evidence 
and documents about those behind 
this issue,” he added.

Since early October, Iraq has 
been roiled by mass protests over 

poor living conditions and corrup-
tion, which forced ex-premier Adel 
Abdul-Mahdi to resign.

The demonstrations have often 
turned violent and over 600 people, 
including police forces, have been 
killed and 17,000 injured, accord-
ing to an Iraqi human rights group.

Iraq’s President Barham Salih 
last week tasked Muhammad Al-
lawi with forming a government 
within a month, a decision rejected 
by some protesters.

The appointment of Allawi as 
prime minister-designate was ex-
pected to end the protest rallies, 
but the demonstrations have con-
tinued across Iraq against the new 
premier.

The holy city of Najaf, in particu-
lar, has in recent days been a scene 
of violent clashes, which some 
Iraqi politicians blame on the U.S. 
and Saudi Arabia.

Fatah Alliance lawmaker Abdul 
Amir Taiban said the Najaf vio-
lence is an American-Saudi plot to 
distract the Iraqi people’s attention 
from the expulsion of U.S. troops 
from the Arab country, which has 
been demanded by Iraqi parliament.

“Foreign parties are directing the 
events in central and southern Iraqi 
provinces behind the scenes,” he 
added.

“By torching, burning, spreading 
riot and chaos, the U.S. is trying 
to distract the Iraqi nation and de-
flect their attention from the issue 
of expelling alien forces from their 
country,” he told Al-Maalomah.

On Wednesday, effigies of Presi-
dent Donald Trump and U.S. sol-
diers were hung from gallows by 
protesters in Baghdad, demanding 
the expulsion of American troops 
from Iraq. 
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Russia Says Israel Used Passenger Jet as Shield

Zionist Regime’s New Sedition in Syria Fails

KHARTOUM (Dispatches) -- Leader of 
the Sudanese National Umma Party, Sadiq 
al-Mahdi, has renewed his party’s rejection of 
any kind of normalization with the occupying 
regime of Israel, stressing that the ideas that 
Tel Aviv can help lift U.S. sanctions on Khar-
toum is a “big illusion”.

Al-Mahdi said in a press conference held 
at his party’s headquarters in the city of 
Omdurman: “We reject normalization with 
Israel, as it is harmful to Arab, Muslim and 
Palestinian interests,” reported Sudanese 
website Ahdath al-Yom.

He added: “Saying that Israel will help us 
lift the U.S. sanctions is a big illusion,” in 
reference to the justification for chairman 
of the Sovereignty Council of Sudan, Abdel 
Fattah al-Burhan, meeting with Zionist PM 
Benjamin Netanyahu in Uganda on Monday.

Al-Mahdi said the transitional political 
situation in Sudan does not allow individual 
initiatives, adding he considered “the meet-
ing in Kampala was intended to cause unrest 
in Sudan”.

Al-Mahdi also criticized the inclusion 
of the armed forces in the “normalization 

equation with Israel,” and described it as a 
“wrong path to take”.

 “We must close the door to establishing 
any form of normalization with Israel for 
good. Dealing with Israel must be based on 
restoring the usurped rights of the entitled 
owners of the Palestinian lands.”

Sudan’s cabinet said Thursday that Burhan 
had made no promise to Netanyahu of “nor-
malizing ties”.

Burhan met the Zionist PM for previously 
unannounced talks in Entebbe on Monday 
that was interpreted as signaling an end to 
Sudan’s longstanding boycott of the Zionist 
regime. 

Soon after their meeting, Netanyahu an-
nounced that the two leaders had agreed to 
cooperate toward normalizing ties.

Sudan’s transitional cabinet, which earlier 
complained that it was not informed about 
the meeting ahead of time, said Thursday 
that meeting Netanyahu was Burhan’s “per-
sonal initiative” and he had made no prom-
ises to the Zionist premier.

“The chief of the sovereign council told us
(Continued on Page 7)

TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- Iran will soon 
disclose new information about the missile 
attack it carried out against a U.S. base in 
Iraq last month, head of the Islamic Revo-
lution Guards Corps (IRGC)’s aerospace 
division Gen. Amirali Hajizadeh said Fri-
day. 

Tensions have spiked between Iran and 
the United States after top Iranian mili-
tary commander General Qassem Solei-
mani was assassinated in a U.S. drone 
strike in Baghdad on Jan. 3, prompting 
the Islamic Republic to retaliate with a 
missile attack against the Ain al-Assad 
base in Iraq days later. 

The IRGC on Thursday unveiled for 
the first time the wreckage of a highly-
advanced American surveillance aircraft 
that Iran’s defense forces shot down last 
June for violating the country’s airspace 
in the south.

Two videos displaying the wreckage 
of an MQ-4 aircraft were published by 
the Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcast-
ing, several months after the drone was 
downed. 

Hajizadeh who visited the exhibit told 
reporters that MQ-4 drones have no ef-

ficiency against Iran anymore, because 
the country’s military forces have gotten 
their hands on all frequencies and codes 
of the aircraft.

“This aircraft is unique in that it can fly 
in very high altitude and go anywhere 
without affecting routine flight routes. 
For example, it can directly fly from the 
United States to the Persian Gulf,” he 
said.

The commander said the MQ-4 drone 
is equipped with all kinds of espionage 
hardware because of its very big size, in-
cluding all kinds of sensors, cameras and 
SAR radars, in addition to a supercom-
puter.

“This aircraft is very valuable, but 
Iran is a red line for it, because we are 
now familiar with all its frequencies and 
codes…. Not only from a distance of 500, 
100 or 150 kilometers, but from here in 
Tehran, we are able to incapacitate this 
aircraft from a distance of several thou-
sand kilometers,” the commander said.

Last June, Iran’s defense forces brought 
down an RQ-4A Global Hawk using the 
indigenously-manufactured Khordad-3 air
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