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4 N U.S. troops stand near a damaged installation hit by Iranian airstrikes inside the Ain al-Asad base near the
Gazan Defenders Iraqi city of Anbar, on Jan. 13, 2020. 4 Zafar A

WASHINGTON  (Dispatches)
-- The Pentagon has gone to great
pains to claim that there had been no
effort to play down or delay the re-
lease of information on injuries from
Iran’s Jan. 8 attack on a base hosting
U.S. forces in Iraq.

U.S. President Donald Trump,
Pentagon chief Mark Esper and
others throughout the U.S. govern-
ment for a week had said that Iran’s
attack on bases in Iraq, in retalia-
tion for the assassination of Gen-
eral Qassem Soleimani, had not
killed or injured any U.S. troops.

That is no longer true, the Penta-
gon now acknowledges. But Pen-
tagon spokesman Jonathan Hoff-
man claimed on Friday that U.S.

that 11 U.S. service members were
flown out of Iraq due to concussive
symptoms.

“This idea that there was an effort
to de-emphasize injuries for some
sort of amorphous political agenda
doesn’t hold water,” Hoffman said.

The claim that Pentagon officials
did not know enough about the sit-
uation at the base after the Iranian
retaliation for days adds insult to
injury and reveals a serious break
in the command and control chain.
Otherwise, they must be lying to
the Americans.

Reuters said the disclosure of
the concussive symptoms late on
Thursday, more than a week af-
ter the attack itself, is likely at a

ment of brain injury as a different
class of wounds that it says do not
require immediate reporting up the
chain of command.

Esper was only informed on
Thursday that the service members
were flown out of Iraq to receive
additional screening and treatment
in bases in Kuwait and Germany,
the Pentagon said.

The first U.S. service member
was flown out of Iraq on Jan. 10
for further evaluation, while others
were flown out on Jan. 15.

Hoffman claimed that top Pen-
tagon officials have not sought to
minimize Iran’s attack and instead
repeatedly said Iran tried to kill
U.S. troops when it fired ballistic

Determined to Revolutionize
Rocket Range & Power

By:Kayhan Int’l Staff Writer

Satellite
Ready for
Launch Into

Orbit

TEHRAN (Press TV) -- The
Islamic Republic of Iran is due to
send a highly advanced version
of its satellites on discovery mis-
sions, the latest breakthrough
in the field of aerospace by the
country’s competent experts and
specialists.

The Zafar, a fully sophisti-
cated satellite built at the Iran’s
University of Science and
Technology, was announced
by the Iranian Space Agency
(ISA) on Saturday to have
been placed atop the ready-to-

Today, while the illegal Zionist continues to rain down bombs and
missiles on the people of Gaza, it could be said that exactly 11 years
after holding Israel at bay during the 22-day war the Palestinian de-
fenders are more resilient and have better fire power compared to a
decade ago.

During its December 2008-January 2009 offensive, Israel massa-
cred around 1,500 men, women, and children in Gaza besides injur-
ing over 5,000 others, but it failed to break the spirit of resistance of
the Palestinian people.

On 8th July 2014 the rancorous regime again attacked Gaza and
during 51 days of bombardment it miserably failed to dent the resolve
of the Palestinian people, who offered 2158 martyrs this time, besides military leadership in Washington —minimum to open a debate about missiles at two Iraqi bases from at
suffering injury to 11,000 others in defence of their besieged home- only became aware on Thursday the Pentagon’s longstanding treat- least three locations inside Iran.
land. st N

The last full scale offensive of this racist terrorist entity was in May EI Trump C hang es H is Lies A bout
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inflicted serious damage to the Zionists, it sued for peace after only 4
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days, during which some 30 Palestinians, including two women and a Uy Uy Uy Uy S U Uy S ‘ launch list.
14-month-old child, attained martyrdom, while 170 others sustained WASHINGTON (Dispatches) -- President Donald Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC), and The new satellite, designed
injuries. Trump has changed his narrative on the assassination of Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, the second-in-command of | for an 18-month activity plan,

weighs about 90 kilograms and
is equipped with four color
cameras to capture the Earth’s
surface with a resolution of 80
meters.

Zafar is similar in size and
weight to its previous version
— the Payam satellite — but
distinct in one way as it can
move in circular orbit and send
a message alongside its explor-
atory missions.

In January 2019, the domes-
tically-built Payam (Message)
satellite was launched into
space with an aim to collect en-
vironmental information; how-
ever, technical problems that
occurred during the final stage
of the launch prevented the
spacecraft from reaching orbit.

Iran’s indigenous satellite
launch capabilities first made
headlines when the first local-

Iraq’s Popular Mobilization Units (PMU), were assas-
sinated in the Iraqi capital Baghdad early January 3.

Iran responded by launching missiles at the military
bases that house U.S. troops in Iraq.

In his latest remarks, Trump, who has a reputation
for getting facts wrong, claimed erroneously that Gen.
Soleimani was meeting the head of Lebanon’s resist-
ance movement Hezbollah in Baghdad.

Trump acknowledged at the fundraising event that
the assassination of Gen. Soleimani “shook up the
world”.

He went on to recount listening to U.S. military of-
ficials as they watched the strike from “cameras that
are miles in the sky”.

“They’re together sir,” Trump recalled the military
officials saying. “Sir, they have two minutes and 11
seconds. No emotion. ‘2 minutes and 11 seconds to
live, sir. They’re in the car, they’re in an armored ve-
hicle. Sir, they have approximately one minute to live,
sir. 30 seconds. 10,9, 8 ...” <

General Qassem Soleimani, saying he ordered the ter-
rorist operation because the prominent commander was
“saying bad things about our country”.

Trump, speaking at a Republican fundraising event
on Friday at his Mar-a-Lago property in Florida, did
not mention the “imminent threat” that he previously
claimed led to his decision to order Gen. Soleimani’s
assassination.

The latest remarks further contradict the Trump ad-
ministration’s publicly stated justification for ordering
the U.S. drone strike which martyred the charismatic
general.

The “imminent threat” justification has been used
by U.S. officials in the aftermath of the assassination,
but they have failed to provide any evidence for their
claim.

NBC News reported on Monday that Trump had au-
thorized the U.S. military to assassinate Gen. Soleim-
ani seven months ago, contradicting his “imminent
threat” allegation.

Gen. Soleimani, the commander of the Quds Force of

Zarif Urges India to Expedite Chabahar Development

The point worth noting is the declining casualty toll of the people of
Gaza, coupled with their rapidly improving rocket power, which has
made the Zionists to sue for peace in a shorter time.

And this is happening despite the hypocrisy and treason of reaction-
ary Arab regimes towards the Palestinian cause and their cozying up
to the Zionists.

In other words, if advanced missile technology could reach the Pal-
estinians of Gaza they will definitely shatter with more precision the
so-called iron domes of the enemy and bring the cherished goal of the
liberation of the Islamic holy city of Bayt al-Moqgaddas more near.

This is bound to happen, whether or not Donald Trump the terrorist
U.S. president manages to impose his ‘conspiracy of the century’ on
the Palestinian people.

Indeed, the besieged self-governing 365 square km tiny strip on the
eastern Mediterranean coast of the Levant, is an example for the Re-
sistance Movement.

Though Egypt, which shares a 12 km border with Gaza, has been
forced by Washington and Tel Aviv to seal it, the 41 km long enclave,
has the willpower to stand up to the Zionist goliath.

Undoubtedly, if Palestinian groups set aside their political differenc-
es and reach a consensus; they will greatly increase their fire power

(Continued on Page 7)

to deter usurper Israel from attacking the Gaza Strip.

Earlier this month, senior Hamas leader, Ismail Haniyeh, was in
Tehran to attend the funeral of Martyr General Qassem Soleimani,
and in his public speech at Tehran University before the funeral
prayer, paid glowing tributes to the Commander of the Qods Force of
the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC), calling him three times
“Martyr for the cause of Bayt al-Moqaddas”.

This is indicative of not just the firm bond between the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and the Palestinian struggle for uprooting one fine
day the cancerous tumour called Israel, but shows that the legacy of
Martyr Soleimani is immortal.

The Palestinians are proud of their relationship with Iran, and the
Islamic Republic of Iran for its part will never let down its besieged
Muslim brethren in Gaza.

To be more precise, whether the criminals in Washington and Tel
Aviv like it or not, the Palestinians will definitely possess the power to
not only ward off Israeli aggressions but carry the battle to the enemy

\camp. )

NEW DELHI (Dispatches)
-- Foreign Minister Muhammad
Javad Zarif has said that India
and Iran should work to expedite
rail connectivity to Afghanistan
and procurement for the develop-
ment of Chabahar Port.

“Chabahar Port is essential for
Afghanistan and Central Asia,”
Zarif said. “There are several
problems and we made several
advances...One of them is that
our parliament has recently ap-
proved the expansion of the free
zone.”

Late in December, Indian
media reported that the United
States had given written assur-
ances to India that it would help

facilitate global banks fund-

ing the purchase of equipment
worth $85 million to be estab-
lished at Chabahar Port in Iran.

In November 2018, the U.S.
granted a waiver from the sanc-
tions it has imposed on Iran for
activities related to the port.

But Zarif on Friday said that
the problem in the project’s
progress is that India has found
difficulty procuring the required
equipment for the port, despite
exemption from sanctions.

“The other issue is connecting
Chabahar to Afghanistan and to
Central Asia through rail. We
need to complete the Chabahar-
Zahedan rail network. We have
the infrastructure for that, but
we need rails,” Zarif said.

He noted that Iran is discuss-
ing the matter with India.

Chabahar is located in the
Sistan-Baluchistan Province on
Iran’s southeastern coast out-
side the Persian Gulf and is of
strategic importance for the de-
velopment of regional maritime
transit traffic to Afghanistan and
Central Asia.

Zarif also said the Islamic
Republic is ready to hold talks
with Saudi Arabia and other
Persian Gulf countries to pro-
mote regional security.

“We are ready for negotiations
with Saudi Arabia and other
Persian Gulf littoral states and
we are ready to give proposals

(Continued on Page 7)

\pOSGS. /

ly-built satellite, Omid (Hope),
was launched in 2009.

The country also sent its first
bio-capsule containing living
creatures into space in Febru-
ary 2010, using a Kavoshgar-3
(Explorer-3) carrier.

In February 2015, the Islamic
Republic placed its domestical-
ly-made Fajr (Dawn) satellite
into orbit, which is capable of
taking and transmitting high-
quality photos to stations on
Earth.

Iran considers its space pro-
gram a matter of national pride,
and has said its space vehicle
launches are for scientific pur-




