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 not an assertion of a specific piece 
of hard intelligence that four embas-
sies had been targeted, Esper indicated 
there was no such piece of evidence.

“I didn’t see one with regard to four 
embassies,” Esper said. “What I’m 
saying is I share the president’s view 
that probably — my expectation was 
they were going to go after our embas-
sies. The embassies are the most prom-
inent display of American presence in 
a country.”

Intelligence officials, who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity to describe 
sensitive data collection, have said 
there was no single definitive piece of 
information about a coming attack, the 
New York Times reported. 

On Thursday night, U.S. Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo, while sticking 
by his description of an “imminent” at-
tack, acknowledged that the informa-
tion was not concrete. “We don’t know 
precisely when and we don’t know 
precisely where, but it was real,” he 
said. 

On Monday, NBC News reported 
that Trump had authorized Gen. So-
leimani’s assassination seven months 
ago. 

Citing five current and former senior 
administration officials, the broadcast-
er said former U.S. national security 
adviser John Bolton had urged Trump 
to sign off on an operation to assas-
sinate Gen. Soleimani after Iran shot 
down a U.S. drone in June for violat-
ing its airspace. 
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 or “standing against” them?!” 
Mousavi asked.  

Trump’s reference to the suffer-
ing of the Iranian people was also 
ironical because it has largely been 
caused by his most draconian sanc-
tions on the country. 

On Friday, his administration an-
nounced new sanctions targeting 
Iran’s construction, manufacturing, 
textiles, mining, aluminum, copper, 
iron and steel industries. 

Apart from threatening to attack 
sites “very important” to the Iranian 
culture, the U.S. president has de-
scribed Iran as a “terrorist nation” 
and outraged Iranians by referring 
to the Persian Gulf as “Arabian”.  

Trump’s tweet in Farsi also drew 
denunciation from Iranian Minister 
of Culture and Islamic Guidance 
Abbas Salehi. 

“The Farsi language is a symbol of 
the Iranian culture. Until yesterday, 
the repeated threat of Iranian cul-
tural sites and today dialogue with 
Iranians in Persian!” he tweeted. 

Iran summoned the Swiss envoy 
representing U.S. interests in Teh-
ran this month to protest against 
Trump saying Washington would 
target Iranian sites if Tehran at-
tacked Americans.

Trump wrote in a series of tweets 
that “if Iran strikes any Americans, 
or American assets, we have tar-
geted 52 Iranian sites ... some at a 
very high level & important to Iran 
& the Iranian culture, and those tar-
gets, and Iran itself, WILL BE HIT 
VERY FAST AND VERY HARD.” 

The U.S. president’s appeal to 
protesters came after Iran defied 
those threats and made good on its 
promise to hit two American mili-
tary bases in Iraq with a volley of 
ballistic missiles. 

On Sunday, the Trump adminis-
tration tried to stoke up and amplify 
protests in Iran by suggesting that 
the Islamic Republic was under in-
ternal threat. 

The tearing up of the pictures of 
Gen. Soleimani has shocked many 
Iranians and raised question marks 
about the instantaneous protest 
which came while the nation was 
mourning its national hero and cel-
ebrating Iran’s retaliation. 
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 side to immediately halt the wrong-
ful action of sanctioning Chinese 
companies. We will resolutely protect 
the legitimate interests of the Chinese 
companies.”

China has long been Iran’s largest 
trading partner and the Islamic Repub-
lic is one of its major suppliers of oil. 
But the relationship has come under 
greater scrutiny since the United States 
withdrew from the Iran nuclear deal in 
May 2018 and reimposed sanctions on 
Iran as ties between the two countries 
rapidly deteriorated.
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 thus making its implementation im-
perative upon all the country’s related 
bodies. 

The new version blacklists all staff 
members of the Pentagon and subsid-
iary companies and institutions, in ad-
dition to those who commanded and 
perpetrated General Soleimani’s assas-
sination.

All the 233 lawmakers present at 
an open session of the parliament on 
Tuesday unanimously adopted the tri-
ple-urgency motion.
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“We are committed to exercising 
every diplomatic effort to achieve re-
gional security and are clear Pakistan 
soil will not be used for war,” the Paki-
stani foreign minister said on Twitter.

FM Qureshi visited Riyadh Mon-
day to hold talks with Saudi Foreign 
Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan and 
consult on issues of regional peace and 
stability.

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
warned that military confrontation 
with Iran would impact global peace 
and stability, as he began a visit to the 
Middle East. 

On Sunday, Abe discussed regional 
tensions during an hour-long meeting 
with Saudi Crown Prince Muhammad 
bin Salman in northwestern Al-Ula 
province, according to foreign ministry 
spokesman Masato Ohtaka.

“Any military confrontation in the 
region that includes a country like Iran 
will have an impact not only on peace 
and stability in the region but the peace 
and stability of the whole world,” Abe 
said on the occasion.

Abe called “on all relevant countries 
to engage in diplomatic efforts to de-
fuse tensions”, Ohtaka added. The 
spokesman said the two leaders agreed 
on working closely on maritime secu-
rity in the region. 

Japan, however, will not join a U.S.-
led coalition in the region. Tokyo has 
walked a fine line in balancing its key 
alliance with Washington and its long-
standing relations and interests with 
Tehran.
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dangerous move by some of them.
The assassination of General Qas-

sem Soleimani opened a new chap-
ter in Iran’s tense relationship with 
Western countries, pushing the nu-
clear accord closer to collapse. 

Earlier this month as millions 
gathered across the country to 
mourn the charismatic commander, 
Iran said it no longer will comply 
with limits on uranium enrichment 
under the nuclear pact, in a move 
which just stopped short of an abro-
gation of the accord.  

Iran responded to the assassina-
tion by pounding two U.S. military 
bases in Iraq with a volley of preci-
sion-guided missiles, which rattled 
many of its adversaries long bent on 
putting the country in a chokehold. 

WEST BANK (Dispatches) – The Zi-
onist regime’s military has admitted that 
the costly damage to a number of fighter 
jets belonging to the regime at an undis-
closed base, caused by flooding, was its 
fault. 

The aircraft sustained damage as the 

hangars, where they were parked, were 
flooded by the heavy rains that have 
plagued the area for the past week.

“We were wrong when we did not 
move them [to dryer ground], all planes 
will be back in operation in the next few 
days”, the military wrote on Twitter.

The regime’s military previously stat-
ed that no one was injured in the floods, 
although Channel 12 News reported that 
some of the maintenance personnel had 
to be rescued from the hangars.

The repair cost for the damaged planes is 
estimated to reach millions of dollars. 

WEST BANK (Dispatches) – France has strongly denounced the Zionist 
regime’s recent plans to build some 2,000 settler units in the occupied West 
Bank, stressing that all settlements are illegal under international law. 

In a statement, the French consulate in occupied al-Quds called on the 
Zionist regime to comply with international law that deems such struc-
tures as illegal.  

French officials also demanded that the occupying regime’s authorities 
renounce these projects and all those that undermine the so-called two-
state solution.

“Settlements in all forms are illegal under international law, and specifi-
cally UN Security Council Resolution 2334. They heighten tensions on 
the ground and undermine the conditions for a just and lasting settlement 
between Israelis and Palestinians, based on the two-state solution,” the 
statement said.

A European Union spokesperson also criticized the occupying regime’s 
plans to expand settlement activities across the occupied Palestinian terri-
tories. The 28-member bloc has also reiterated its support for the resump-
tion of “a meaningful process” towards the so-called two-state solution, 
which it described as “the only realistic and viable way” to fulfill the 
aspirations of both sides.

Earlier this week, the anti-settlement monitoring group Peace Now said 
the Zionist regime’s authorities had approved the construction of 1,950 

new settler homes in the occupied Palestinian territories.
Peace Now said that nearly 800 housing units received the final approv-

als needed for construction to begin, while initial approvals were given 
for an additional 1,150 homes.

This came at a time when the International Criminal Court (ICC) was 
discussing whether it had jurisdiction ahead of opening a formal investi-
gation into the regime’s violation of international law in the settlements. 

More than 600,000 Zionists live in over 230 settlements built since the 
1967 occupation of the Palestinian territories of the West Bank and East 
al-Quds by the Zionist regime.

The UN Security Council has condemned settlement activities in the 
occupied territories in several resolutions.

Less than a month before U.S. President Donald Trump took office, the 
United Nations Security Council in December 2016 adopted Resolution 
2334, calling on Israel to “immediately and completely cease all settle-
ment activities in the occupied Palestinian territories, including East Je-
rusalem (al-Quds).”

Palestinians want the West Bank as part of a future independent Pales-
tinian state with East al-Quds as its so-called capital.

The last round of Zionist-Palestinian talks collapsed in 2014. Among the 
major sticking points in those negotiations was Israel’s continued settle-
ment expansion of Palestinian territories.

AMMAN (Dispatches) – Jor-
dan’s Lower House Speaker Atef 
Tarawneh has called for speeding 
up the drafting of a law to annul 
the gas deal between Jordan and 
the Zionist regime.

In a statement, Tarawneh 
called for intensified efforts to 
complete the law which is to be 
presented to the parliament. He 

said the lower house will hold a 
session next week to discuss the 
deal in detail.

The state-run National Electric 
Power Company (NEPCO) said 
earlier that it started importing 
gas from the Israeli-occupied 
territories via Texas-based No-
ble Energy.

NEPCO’s Director General 

Amjad Rawashdeh claimed that 
the Zionist regime’s gas was the 
“only choice available due to re-
gional circumstances.”

Hundreds of Jordanians took 
to the street earlier this month 
to protest the start of natural gas 
importing from the occupying 
regime.

In downtown Amman, the 
demonstrators chanted slogans 
against the deal, calling on the 
government to go back on its de-
cision and scrap the agreement, 
which they labeled as “unwant-
ed and rejected.”

They urged the parliament to 
press the government into abol-
ishing the agreement, which 
they said was “against Jordan’s 
interests and only serves the Is-
raeli economy.”

“We are here to say no ... Israel 
is an occupation force and we 
should not be buying from them 
what is not theirs ... Israel never 
wastes an opportunity to harm 
Jordan so we shouldn’t import 
from them while we have many 

alternatives,” Salman Haj Abed, 
one of the protesters in Amman, 
said.

The Zionist regime looks at 
Jordan and Egypt as the poten-
tial buyers of gas which it claims 
to have found in the eastern 
Mediterranean. Egypt’s trade 
with the regime is larger than its 
trade with some Arab countries.

The reserves, discovered in 
the eastern Mediterranean Le-
vant Basin since 2009, straddle 
the territories of several coun-
tries - including Cyprus, Greece, 
Egypt, Lebanon and Syria - 
whose relations are strained on 
a number of fronts.

Egypt had once sold gas to the 
Zionist regime, but the deal was 
terminated by Egypt’s state-run 
gas company EGAS following 
the ouster of the country’s dicta-
tor Hosni Mubarak in 2011.

Cairo has also been accused 
of acting as the regime’s proxy 
in maintaining Tel Aviv’s years-
long blockade on the Palestinian 
territory of the Gaza Strip.

RIYADH (Press TV) – The Director 
General of Saudi sports network, KSA 
Sports, has reportedly suspended Pal-
estinian announcer Razan Malash from 
appearing on television broadcasts af-
ter finding out that she had posted a 
series of posts on Twitter in solidarity 
with Yemen and in condemnation of the 
Riyadh regime’s campaign against the 
impoverished Arab country.

Ghanem al-Qahtani announced in 
a Twitter post that Malash had been 
suspended from work on the sports 
channel over abusive tweets towards 
the Kingdom.

Qahtani added that the Spain-based 
announcer did not work directly with 
the Saudi sports network, but through 
a company contracted by them.

 “The Saudi fighters only strike Ye-
men, not Israel,” Malash wrote in a 
tweet.

She had accused Saudi Arabia of 
being responsible for the emergence 
of Daesh Takfiri terrorist group in an 
earlier post.

Saudi Arabia and a number of its 
regional allies launched a devastating 

campaign against Yemen in March 
2015, with the goal of bringing the 
government of former president Abd 
Rabbuh Mansur Hadi back to pow-
er and crushing Houthi Ansarullah 
movement.

The US-based Armed Conflict 
Location and Event Data Project 
(ACLED), a nonprofit conflict-re-
search organization, estimates that the 
war has claimed more than 100,000 
lives over the past four and a half 
years.

The UN says over 24 million Ye-
menis are in dire need of humanitar-
ian aid, including 10 million suffering 
from extreme levels of hunger.

Back in 2018, Saudi-owned and 
Dubai-based Middle East Broadcast-
ing Center (MBC) fired announcer 
Ola Al-Fares after she criticized US 
President Donald Trump’s recogni-
tion of Jerusalem al-Quds as the capi-
tal of the Israeli regime.

“Trump did not choose the time ab-
surdly… Tonight, we condemn and 
tomorrow we welcome him,” she 
tweeted at the time.

Trump sparked controversy by of-
ficially recognizing al-Quds as the 
so-called capital of the Zionist regime 
in December 2017, before moving 
his country’s embassy there from Tel 
Aviv in May 2018.

Guatemala and Paraguay later fol-
lowed in Washington’s footstep, be-

fore the latter reversed its decision 
after just four months.

The Zionist regime lays claim to the 
entire al-Quds, but the international 
community views the city’s eastern 
sector as occupied territory and Pales-
tinians consider it the capital of their 
future state.
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Yemeni men visit the site of a damaged funeral hall building in the capital 
Sana’a on October 8, 2019, during an event commemorating three years 

since its destruction in a Saudi-led coalition airstrike.

Jordanian protesters carry the national flags and chant slogans during a 
protest against a government agreement to import natural gas from the 

Zionist regime, in the capital Amman on September 30, 2016. 
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