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TEHRAN (MNA) – Iranian short “Return” directed by 
Shahriar Pourseyedian has won the best short film award 
at the 9th Karama Human Rights Film Festival in Jordan.

The short film is about a man named Rahim who returns 
to his homeland after 23 years in prison to meet with his 
brother.

The film “Return”won the Karama Feather Award for 
Best Short Film at the 9th edition of Karama Human 
Rights Film Festival in Amman, Jordan, held on 5-10 

December 2018.
Established in 2010, Karama Human Rights Film 

Festival, according to the event’s website, seeks to “create 
a cross-cultural platform for artists, film-makers and 
the wider general public to engage in issues relating to 
human rights, in particular to the dignity of human beings, 
their sense of worth, belonging and spirit of common 
welfare among their communities and the wider national 
spectrum.”

WASHINGTON (Dispatches)- 
Researchers have designed an 
ingestible capsule that can be 
controlled using Bluetooth wireless 
technology.

Researchers at  Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology( MIT), 
Draper, and Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital have designed a capsule 
which can be customized to 
deliver drugs, sense environmental 
conditions, or a combination of 
those functions, can reside in 
the stomach for at least a month, 
transmitting information and 
responding to instructions from a 
user’s smartphone.

The capsules, manufactured using 
3-D-printing technology, could be 
deployed to deliver drugs to treat a 
variety of diseases, particularly in 
cases where drugs must be taken 
over a long period of time. They 
could also be designed to sense 
infections, allergic reactions, or 
other events, and then release a 
drug in response.

These devices could also 
be used to communicate with 
other wearable and implantable 
medical devices, which could pool 
information to be communicated 
to the patient’s or doctor’s 
smartphone.

TEHRAN (IFILM)-- Iran’s 
“Joker” has topped audience picks 
at the end of the third day of the 
12th edition of Iran’s international 
documentary film festival, the 
Cinema Verite.

“Joker”, directed by Sajjad 
Imani topped the audience picks, 
followed by “Where the Wind 
Blows” (Anja ke bad mi varzad) 
by Mina Mashhadi-Mehdi which 
took the second place.

“The Little Owl’s Song” made 
by Mehdi Nourmohammadi, “In 
the Realm of the Spider-Taled’ 
by Fathollah Amiri and Armin 
Isarian’s “Mysteries of the 

Lake”came in the third, fourth and 
fifth places respectively.

The Cinema Verite’s audience 
award will be given to the Iranian 
documentary that receives the 
most votes.

Organized by the Documentary 
and Experimental Film Center, the 
first edition of the Cinema Verite 
was held in 2007.

Over the past decade it has 
emerged as one of the important 
events on Iran’s documentary film 
calendar.

The 12th edition of the Cinema 
Verite kicked off on December 9 
and will wrap up on December 16.

Cinema Verite Audience Favor ‘Joker’

Jordan  Festival Crowns ‘Return’ Best Short Film Ingestible 
Capsule 
Can Be 

Controlled 
Wirelessly

TEHRAN (IFP) -- Ali-Asghar 
Mounesan, the head of Iran’s Cultural 
Heritage, Handcrafts and Tourism 
Organisation (ICHTO), says 1,784 packs 
of valuable ancient relics belonging to 

Persepolis will return to the country 
based on the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
ruling.

Mounesan announced that “the 11,000 
objects, including a part of Persepolis 

fortification, will soon be returned to 
Iran.”

Speaking on the sidelines of the 
opening ceremony of a tourism 
exhibition in Shiraz, he added that 
these objects had been taken out of the 
country about 80 years ago for research, 
but had not been returned so far.

1,784 packs will be sent to Iran in 
the first stage based on an arrangement 
made with the Oriental Institute of the 
University of Chicago, to which Iran 
had loaned the ancient relics in 1937, he 
added.Mounesan said that the objects 
have recently received the Office 
of Foreign Assets Control’s licence, 
stressing the packaging work is almost 
over, but there are problems in the 
insurance process.

“They say due to sanctions they cannot 
send the packs to Tehran at the moment. 
We have told them that they should be 
delivered in Tehran, otherwise we have 

to get the objects in The Hague. Soon, 
it will be determined that where the 
delivery shall be made, but they say it 
will take time to pack because of the 
large number of objects.”

The U.S. Supreme Court in February 
ruled that Americans injured in a 
1997 suicide bombing in Jerusalem 
al-Quds cannot seize ancient Persian 
artifacts from the Chicago museum to 
satisfy a $71.5 million court judgment 
against Iran, which they had accused of 
complicity in the attack.

The justices, in an 8-0 ruling, recently 
upheld a lower court’s decision in favour 
of Iran that had prevented the plaintiffs 
from collecting on the judgment, which 
Tehran has not paid, by obtaining 
antiquities held at the University of 
Chicago’s Oriental Institute.

The important Persian cultural 
artifacts include clay tablets boasting 
some of the oldest writing in the world.

Sixteen students from the Iranian southeastern Province of Hormuzgan have ranked first and third in 
the Universal Concepts of Mental Arithmetic Systems (UCMAS) competitions held in Malaysia. 

Courtesy: IRNA

 This Day in History
(December 15)

Today is Saturday; 24th of the Iranian month of Azar 1397 solar hijri; corresponding 
to 7th of the Islamic month of Rabi as-Sani 1440 lunar hijri; and December 15, 2018, 
of the Christian Gregorian Calendar.

993 solar years ago, on this day in 1025 AD, the Byzantine Emperor, Basil II, 
died at the age of 67 after an almost 50-year reign, during which he somewhat 
extended the shrinking borders of the Eastern Roman Empire by crushing the 
Bulgars, taking control of southern Italy and regaining from the Abbasid caliphate 
some of the territories lost in Anatolia and northern Syria. 

946 solar years ago, on this day in 1072 AD, Alp Arslan, the third and perhaps 
the greatest Sultan of the Iran-based Turkic Seljuq dynasty, died at the age of 43 
after a 9-year reign, four days after being stabbed by Yusuf al-Khwarazmi, the 
governor of a fortress in the ancient Iranian land of Khwarazm (divided today 
between the Central Asian republics of Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan). 

857 solar years ago, on this day in 1161 AD, during the Jin–Song wars in China, 
military officers conspired against Emperor Hailing of the Jin dynasty after a defeat 
at the Battle of Caishi, and assassinated him at his camp.

806 lunar years ago, on this day in 634 AH, the Iranian polymath Qotb od-Din 
Mahmoud ibn Zia od-Din Masoud Kazerouni, known as Mullah Qotb Shirazi, was 
born in Kazeroun, near Shiraz. 

762 solar years ago, on this day in 1256 AD, Hulagu Khan captured and 
destroyed the Hashshashin stronghold of the Ismaili Nizari sect at Alamout, some 
200 km west of Tehran. 

675 solar years ago, on this day in 1343 AD, Hassan Kuchek, the founder of 
the short-lived Chopanid dynasty of northwestern Iran, and parts of what is now 
southeastern Turkey, during the events leading to the collapse of the Ilkhanate 
Empire, died at the young age of 24 when poisoned by his traitorous wife. Hassan 
Kuchek twice defeated the attempts of the Jalayarid ruler of Iraq, Hassan Buzurg, 
and also warded off the threat of invasion of Azarbaijan by Togha Timur the Mongol 
claimant to the Ilkhanid throne from Khorasan. 

502 solar years ago, on this day in 1516 AD, the Spanish invaders seized the 
coastal areas of Argentina in South America. Spain’s colonial rule over Argentina 
ended in the year 1916. Argentina is currently a republic, and covers an area of 
2780000 sq km. It lies on the coastlines of Atlantic Ocean and shares borders with 
Chile, Uruguay, Brazil, Paraguay, and Bolivia.

336 solar years ago, on this day in 1672 AD, Ali Adel Shah II of the Bijapur 
kingdom of Iranian origin of the Deccan (or southern India), was struck with 
paralysis and died a few days later after a reign of 16 years. 

290 lunar years ago, on this day in 1150 AH, the Ottoman army led by 
Hekimoghlu Ali Pasha, defeated the Holy Roman Empire near the Bosnian town of 
Banja Luka. This was a crushing blow by the Muslims of Europe to the ambitions 
of the Germans and the Austrians in the Balkans.

208 lunar years ago, on this day in 1232 AH, Moroccan exegete of the Holy 
Qur’an and literary figure, Abul-Fayz Hamdoun ibn Abdur-Rahman al-Faasi, 
passed away at the age of 58. 

186 solar years ago, on this day in 1832 AD, French engineer, Gustave Eiffel, 
who specialized in metal structures, known especially for the Eiffel Tower in Paris, 
was born.

166 solar years ago, on this day in 1852 AD, French physicist and discoverer, 
Henri Becquerel, was born in Paris. Following the discovery of X-ray by German 
Physicist, Wilhelm Conrad Roentgen, he tried to discover objects that emit X-rays. 
In 1896, he succeeded in determining elements which are radioactive and produce 
X-rays. He was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1902 and died in 1908.

159 solar years ago, on this day in 1859 AD, the Polish physician, and linguist, 
Dr. Ludwig Lazarus Zamenhof, was born. He thought of finding a common 
international language in order to bridge the gaps amongst world nations. The result 
was Esperanto, which means Hope, and in which words and sentences are written 
as pronounced by different speakers, without any grammatical rules or concern for 
spelling. It fell far short of the ambitions of Dr. Zamenhof, who died in 1917.

128 solar years ago, on this day in 1890 AD, US forces, cold-bloodedly killed 
Amerindian leader of Hunkpapa Lakota tribe, Sitting Bull, on Standing Rock 
Indian Reservation, leading to the Wounded Knee Massacre, during which over 
250 Amerindian men, women, and children were massacred.

111 solar years ago, on this day in 1907 AD, Mohammad Ali Shah Qajar of 
Iran through his military officers removed Prime Minister Naseer ol-Molk and 
imprisoned him, but a popular uprising of the people and the ulema forced the 
Shah to restore Naseer ol-Molk soon after. During his brief 2-year rule, Mohammad 
Ali Shah was against the constitution which his father Mozaffar od-Din Shah had 
reluctantly ratified. He dissolved the elected Majlis, and bombarded the parliament 
with the help of Russian troops and British political support, before he was deposed 
and replaced by his 11-year son, Ahmad Shah.

101 solar years ago, on this day in 1917 AD, notable Urdu poet, journalist, 
broadcaster, translator, researcher, linguist and lexicographer, Shan ul-Haq Haqqee, 
was born in Delhi. He obtained a Master’s in English literature from St. Stephen’s 
College, Delhi, wrote short stories, and translated from Persian into Urdu the Divan 
of the famous Iranian poet, Hafez Shirazi with the title “Tarjuman ul-Ghaib”. He 
also compiled an Urdu lexicon.

43 solar years ago, on this day in 1975 AD, the Spanish occupiers left Western 
Sahara which they had seized in 1884. 

39 solar years ago, on this day in 1979 AD, Mohammad Reza, the fugitive 
Pahlavi potentate of Iran, was forced to leave the US for Panama, as the Jimmy 
Carter Administration came under pressure from the Islamic Republic of Iran for 
extradition of the British-installed Shah to try him for his treason against the Iranian 
nation and crimes against Islam. His stay on the Isla Contadora, resulted in mass 
demonstrations by Panamanians who objected to his presence in their country. 
The Islamic Republic of Iran dispatched an envoy to Panama, carrying a 450-page 
extradition request which listed his crimes. This official appeal alarmed both the 
Shah and his advisors, and fearing extradition he fled Panama in March 1980 for 
Egypt – his initial destination on fleeing Iran on January 16, 1979. His host was the 
Egyptian president, Anwaar Saadaat, notorious for his treason against Islam and 
the Palestinian cause. On 27 July 1980, the 60-year old Mohammad Reza who had 
ruled Iran under Anglo-American tutelage from 11 September 1941 to mid-January 
1979, died in Cairo and was buried there besides his equally treacherous father, the 
British agent Reza Khan, whose bones he had dug up and taken to Egypt when he 
fled Iran.

10 solar years ago, on this day in 2008 AD, thousands of Iraqis took to the streets 
to demand the release of the journalist Muntazar Zaidi, who threw his shoes at US 
President George W. Bush at a news conference in Baghdad the previous day, and 
was arrested. People across the Muslim World hailed Zaidi as a hero and praised his 
action as a proper send-off to the unpopular and bloodthirsty US president.

8 solar years ago, on this day in 2010 AD, two terrorists triggered bomb attacks 
at the entrance of the Imam Husain (AS) Mosque on Tasua 9th Moharram, in the 
southeastern Iranian city of Chabahar, martyring 39 people and wounding more than 
100 during a commemoration ceremony for the Martyrs of Karbala. Terrorists on 
the payroll of the CIA, Saudi Arabia and the Zionist entity carry out such cowardly 
attacks in Iran’s southeastern province of Sistan-Baluchistan in a vain bid to plunge 
the country into a security crisis.

6 solar years ago, on this day in 2012 AD, Iran successfully sent a monkey into 
space for a second time, as part of an advanced programme aimed at manned space 
flight. Iran has taken giant strides in the aeronautics and space technology.

5 solar years ago, on this day in 2013 AD, prominent Pakistani Shi’a Muslim 
preacher, Allamah Nasser Abbas, was shot dead in Lahore by Taliban terrorists. The 
42-yeard old martyr was the leader of Tehreek Nifaz Fiqh-e Jafaria, or movement 
for implementation of the Ja’fari school of jurisprudence.

(Courtesy: IRIB English Radio – http://parstoday.com/en)

Iran to Repatriate 1784 
Clay Tablets From U.S.


