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Iran ...
(Continued From Page One)

“This could give a political signal to the 
U.S. that ‘if you give Iran wavers, we will cut 
production’,” the official said.

“In other words, the main beneficiaries of the 
rise in production namely Saudi Arabia, Russia, 
Iraq and the UAE are virtually telling the U.S. 
to intensify the sanctions or they will reduce 
production,” Ardabili said.

“This is an issue which, from the political 
point of view, we are taking note of and carefully 
following,” he added. 

Protesters ...
(Continued From Page One)

One student was injured during protests in 
front of a high school in Saint-Jean-de-Braye 
in north-central France. BFM said he was shot 
in the head with a rubber bullet; authorities did 
not immediately confirm that. Julien Guiller, 
head of communication at the regional school 
administration, told The Associated Press that the 
student was expected to survive.

The government was clearly on the back foot. 
A day after announcing a six-month suspension 
of the fuel tax rises, it opened the door for more 
concessions as spokesman Benjamin Griveaux 
did not rule out bringing back a wealth tax that 
was slashed soon after Macron came to power in 
May 2017.

“If something isn’t working, we’re not dumb 
— we’ll change it,” Griveaux told RTL radio, 
though he said “the issue is not on the table for 
now.”

Macron’s popularity has slumped to new lows 
since the first demonstrations took place on 
Nov. 17. The former investment banker, who 
campaigned for deep pro-business economic 
reforms, is accused of being the “president for the 
rich” and of being estranged from the working 
classes.

Since returning from the G20 summit in 
Argentina over the weekend, Macron’s actions 
have done little to change that perception.

He has refrained from speaking publicly 
about the protests, and has largely remained in 
his palace residence. On Tuesday night, he was 
booed and jeered as he traveled to a regional 
government headquarters that was torched by 
protesters last weekend.

By caving in to the protesters’ demands on 
fuel taxes, Macron also lost credibility in the 
fight against climate change, which he has tried 
to champion. U.S. President Donald Trump said 
Macron’s decision to delay the tax hikes show he 
doesn’t believe in an international climate accord.

Trump ...
(Continued From Page One)

“President Xi and I want this deal to happen, 
and it probably will,” Trump tweeted. “But if 
not remember, I am a Tariff Man. When people 
or countries come in to raid the great wealth of 
our Nation, I want them to pay for the privilege 
of doing so.”

Trump added that a 90-day timetable for 
negotiators to reach a deeper agreement had 
begun and that his aides would see “whether 
or not a REAL deal with China is actually 
possible.”

The president’s words had the effect of making 
the weekend agreement, already a vague and 
uncertain one, seem even less likely to produce a 
long-lasting trade accord.

“We expect the relationship between the world’s 
two largest economies to remain contentious,” 
Moody’s Investors Service said in a report. 
“Narrow agreements and modest concessions 
in their ongoing trade dispute will not bridge the 
wide gulf in their respective economic, political 
and strategic interests.”

Among the conflicting assertions that White 
House officials made was over whether China 
had actually agreed to drop its 40% tariffs on 
U.S. autos.

In addition, Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin said on the Fox Business Network that 
China agreed to buy $1.2 trillion of U.S. products. 
But Mnuchin added, “if that’s real” — thereby 
raising some doubt — it would close the U.S. 
trade deficit with China, and “we have to have 
a negotiated agreement and have this on paper.”

Many economists have expressed skepticism 
that very much could be achieved to bridge the 
vast disagreements between the two countries in 
just 90 days.

“The actual amount of concrete progress 
made at this meeting appears to have been quite 
limited,” Alec Phillips and other economists at 
Goldman Sachs wrote in a research note.

U.S. ...
(Continued From Page 2)

Over the summer, Iraq failed to pay its electricity 
bill to Iran on time. This prompted Tehran to cut 
the power off and triggered widespread protests 
in the country’s south, particularly in poverty-
stricken Basra.

According to CNBC, millions of Iraqis 
maintain a loyalty to Iran, particularly for its role 
in supporting the Arab country to defeat Daesh. 

Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdi 
this month signaled his opposition to the 
American sanctions, and has been in talks with 
his counterparts in Tehran to increase bilateral 
relations.

But as eager as the Trump administration is to 
curtail trade with Iran, it could plunge Iraq back 
into chaos, warned Michael Rubin, a former 
Pentagon official and Arab affairs researcher at 
the American Enterprise Institute in Washington 
D.C.

Asked whether the U.S. is likely to continue 
granting waivers, Rubin replied, “Yes, 
absolutely.”

“Even Trump administration Iran hawks 
understand that sanctioning Iraq would likely 
collapse the Iraqi government,” he said.

“In the short term, Iraq cannot wean itself off 
Iran gas that easily without serious electricity 
shortages,” regional energy analyst Shwan Zulal 
said.

The best that Washington can do, Zulal 
believes, is to agree to extend waivers for a much 
longer time while supporting Iraq’s power sector 
development.

FM ...
(Continued From Page 2)

The foreign minister further referred to the 
latest developments in mutual cooperation 
between Iran and Europe over the future of the 
JCPOA. The two sides, he said, have gotten 
closer to a final agreement over the financial 
mechanism to maintain their trade ties in the face 
of U.S. sanctions.

“U.S. officials are used to hampering any effort 
to normalize ties between Iran and Europe. That’s 
why the Europeans are following up the issue 
behind closed doors.”

Zarif said the Europeans will inform Iran 
of their ultimate decision immediately after 
reaching a conclusion.

Asked about Iran’s commitments under Paris 
Climate Agreement, Zarif said the Islamic 
Republic has already developed a plan aimed at 
decreasing greenhouse gas emissions which is 
much more serious than the Paris deal.

“What distinguishes us from Washington is 
our commitment to our pledges,” he said, in an 
apparent jab at Washington’s withdrawal from 
the climate change and Iran nuclear agreements 
and other accords.

Iran’s current policy, Zarif said, will further 
isolate the U.S. internationally.

 “We have never forced any country to act 
against its own interests. But huge interests 
should never lead any state to manipulate 
international law for its own benefit. Each state 
has the right to make its own decision on having 
or not having relations with us,” he said.

Parliament ...
(Continued From Page 2)

The Paris-based FATF said in October that 
Iran had until February to complete reforms that 
would bring it into line with global norms or face 
consequences. 

Foreign businesses say legislation that includes 
FATF guidelines is essential if they are to increase 
investment. Many Western companies have 
already ceased cooperation with Iran after the 
U.S. pulled out of a 2015 nuclear deal between 
world powers and Tehran in May and reimposed 
sanctions.

Foreign Minister Muhammad Javad Zarif 
has said that neither him nor President Hassan 
Rouhani could guarantee that abiding by FATF 
could resolve Iran’s problems. 

However, he could guarantee that failure to 
respect it could provide important excuses for 
the American administration to increase Iran’s 
problems. 

Hawkish ...
(Continued From Page 2)

Pompeo’s speech marks the latest attempt by a 
Trump official to place the president’s decisions 
into a coherent policy plan, after visits to Brussels 
by his vice president and other senior U.S. 
officials.

European leaders are troubled by Trump’s 
rhetoric and say that his decision to pull out of 
the Paris climate change accord and the 2015 Iran 
nuclear deal undermine European priorities.

Alluding to Trump’s policies in a speech on 
Monday in Cambridge, Massachusetts, EU 
foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini warned 
of “the rule of the jungle” replacing the rule of 
law.

Pompeo said the United States was acting 
correctly.

“Our administration is ... lawfully exiting or 
renegotiating outdated or harmful treaties, trade 
agreements, and other international arrangements 
that don’t serve our sovereign interests, or the 
interest of our allies,” he said.

Under pressure from Washington, the U.S.-led 
NATO alliance on Tuesday declared Russia in 
formal breach of a nuclear arms control treaty, 
paving the way for Trump to withdraw from the 
Cold War-era agreement.

NATO’s European allies have pressed Trump 
not to follow through with his threat to quit the 
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) treaty 
with Moscow, signed in 1987, but instead to work 
to bring Russia into compliance with the pact.

However, diplomats said they were now trying 
to limit the fallout of the decision by staggering 
the expected U.S. withdrawal into next year and 
first formally accusing Russia of breaking the 
INF agreement, which rid Europe of land-based 
nuclear missiles. Russia denies violation of the 
pact.

WEST BANK (Dispatches) – 
Tens of thousands of women have 
held a general strike as well as 
protests across the Israeli-occupied 
territories to voice their anger at the 
occupying regime’s failure to stem 
a sharp increase in violence against 
women.

Protesters staged separate rallies 
in several cities, calling on the 
regime authorities to take action 
to stop the killings of females 
during domestic violence-related 
incidents.

Dressed mainly in black with red 
hats, and carrying red balloons and 

torches, some 30,000 demonstrators 
gathered in central Tel Aviv to urge 
the Zionist regime’s administration 
to address the issue.

“Today we made history,” the 
protest organizers told the crowd. 
“Today the silence on the violence 
against women has turned to 
screams.”

Some 200 pairs of women’s 
shoes, painted red, were also placed 
on display on Habima Square in 
central Tel Aviv in a sign of protest.

In occupied al-Quds, 
demonstrators chanted for 
Zionist Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu to “wake up,” carrying 
signs that read, “Women’s blood is 
not cheap” and “We are killed and 
the government is silent.”

Some women blocked the 
entrance to the city, holding signs 
stating, “Enough with the murder 
of females.”

Organizers of the protests 
demanded that a budget of nearly 

a $70 million be allocated to 
combating violence against 
women.

The strike was called last week 
in the wake of the recent murders 
of two teen girls, whose deaths 
brought the number of women, 
who were killed over the past 
year in domestic violence-related 
incidents to 24, the highest in 
years.

Over 300 institutions, 
municipalities, schools, and 
groups joined the strike and the 
protesters observed a moment of 
silence to mark the deaths.

A day earlier, activists poured red 
dye in public fountains in several 
cities to draw attention to the 
protest.

Shortly after the end of the rally, 
Netanyahu’s office announced that 
the prime minister would convene 
a meeting of the ministerial 
committee on violence against 
women on Wednesday morning.

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) – 
The possible activation of Russian 
S-400 missile defense systems in 
Syria would “pose an increased 
threat” to American troops and 
U.S.-led coalition forces, Gen. 
Kenneth McKenzie, nominee to 
head U.S. Central Command 
(CENTCOM), claimed during his 
confirmation hearing in the U.S. 
Senate on Tuesday.

“The S-400, once activated, will 
increase the threat to our forces 
and our coalition partners flying 
over Syria,” he said. “We are still 
working out on how it is going 
to be executed.”

Russia has deployed S-400 
mobile missile batteries at the 
Khmeimim Airbase in Syria 
but has not yet activated the 
defense systems.

The S-400 is the next-generation 
mobile defense system which 

can carry three different types 
of missiles capable of destroying 
a variety of aerial targets at short 
and extremely long ranges, 
from reconnaissance aircraft 
to ballistic missiles.

McKenzie also stressed that 
Washington would not seek 
to affect the Russian forces 
in the region while conducting 
operations against terrorists.

“It is clearly not an objective 
of our presence in Syria,” 
McKenzie said during Senate 
testimony when asked whether the 
goal of the U.S. military presence 
in Syria was to serve as a check 
against Russia’s influence there.

The U.S.-led coalition is allegedly 
conducting military operations 
against the Daesh terrorist group 
in Syria and Iraq. The coalition’s 
operations in Syria are not 
authorized by the government 

of President Bashar Assad or the 
United Nations Security Council. 
Moreover, according to Damascus, 
the coalition killed a vast number 

of civilians during the campaign 
and used white phosphorus 
munitions, which are banned 
by the UN.

U.S. Alarmed by Activation 
of Russian S-400s in Syria 

A general view of protest against violence against women in Tel Aviv, 
Israeli-occupied territories, December 4, 2018  

A U.S. general says the possible activation of Russian S-400 missile 
defense systems in Syria would “pose an increased threat” to 

American troops and U.S.-led coalition forces.

Israelis Hold Mass Rallies to Protest 
Rising Violence Against Women

MANAMA (Dispatches) – The 
Bahraini regime has announced a 
limited cabinet reshuffle by replacing 
three ministers, while the rest of the top 
officials heading different ministries 
remained same.

King Hamad issued Royal Decree 
(61) forming the new cabinet that 

includes reappointment of the prime 
minister, who was assigned to nominate 
new ministers.

Crown Prince and Deputy Supreme 
Commander Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa was reappointed as deputy 
premier.

Four other deputy premiers were 

reappointed in the cabinet along 
with several key ministers heading 
the interior, foreign affairs, health, 
education, oil, labor and social 
development.

The government is required to resign 
every four years at the end of parliament 
and municipal council elections.

Bahrain’s national elections ended on 
Saturday with 40 members, including 
six women, elected in parliament and 
30 elected for the municipal council.

Previous elections were held in 2002, 
2006, 2010 and 2014 in Bahrain, a 
close U.S. ally that hosts its Navy Fifth 
Fleet.

DOHA (Press TV) – Qatari 
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani has received a written 
invitation from Saudi Arabia’s 
King Salman to participate in the 
upcoming Persian Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) summit, which is set 
to take place in the Saudi capital city 
of Riyadh later this month.

The official Qatar News Agency 
said in a tweet the monarch had 
got “an invitation from the King 
of Saudi Arabia” for the meeting, 
but it did not say whether Sheikh 
Tamim would travel to Saudi 
Arabia. 

The Arabic language Al Aan 
online newspaper, citing diplomatic 
sources, reported last week that 
Secretary General of the Persian 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 

Abdul Latif bin Rashid al-Zayani 
was going to visit Doha to invite 
the Qatari emir to attend the the 
39th annual summit of the regional 
grouping.

Last month, Kuwait’s Deputy 
Foreign Minister Khaled al-
Jarallah confirmed that all six 
GCC countries would be attending 
the annual summit of the council, 
which is set to take place on 
December 9.

Jarallah said the summit could 
present a “hope to resolve the 
Persian Gulf crisis and solve the 
differences.”

The report came as a surprise 
since Saudi Arabia, along with the 
United Arab Emirates and Bahrain, 
has been embroiled in a diplomatic 
and trade boycott against Qatar for 

a year and a half.
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain 

and Egypt all cut off diplomatic 
ties with Qatar on June 5 last 
year, after officially accusing it of 
“sponsoring terrorism.”

The administration of the Saudi-
backed and former Yemeni 
president, Abd Rabbuh Mansur 
Hadi, Libya, the Maldives, 
Djibouti, Senegal and the Comoros 
later joined the camp in ending 
diplomatic ties with Doha. Jordan 
downgraded its diplomatic 
relations as well.

Qatar’s Foreign Ministry later 
announced that the decision to cut 
diplomatic ties was unjustified 
and based on false claims and 
assumptions.

On June 9, 2017, Qatar strongly 

dismissed allegations of supporting 
terrorism after the Saudi regime 
and its allies blacklisted dozens of 
individuals and entities purportedly 
associated with Doha.

Later that month, Saudi Arabia 
and its allies released a 13-point list 
of demands, including the closure 
of Al Jazeera television network 
and downgrade of relations with 
Iran, in return for the normalization 
of diplomatic relations with Doha.

The document containing the 
demands by Saudi Arabia, Egypt, 
the UAE and Bahrain also asked 
Qatar to sever all ties with the 
Muslim Brotherhood and the 
Lebanese Hezbollah resistance 
movement.

Qatar rejected the demands as 
“unreasonable.”

Qatari Monarch Receives Saudi King’s 
Invitation for GCC Summit

Bahrain Announces Limited Cabinet Reshuffle


