
ANKARA (Dispatches) – Saudi 
Arabia sent a two-man “clean-up 
team” to erase evidence of journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi’s killing a week after 
he disappeared at the Saudi consulate 
in Istanbul, a Turkish official said on 
Monday, calling it a sign top Saudi of-
ficials knew of the crime.

Confirming a report in Turkey’s 
pro-government Sabah newspaper, 
the official said the chemist and toxi-
cologist were tasked with erasing 
evidence before Turkish investigators 
were given access to the Saudi con-
sulate and consul’s residence.

Sabah identified the two men as 
Ahmed Abdulaziz al-Jonabi and 
Khaled Yahya al-Zahrani, saying they 
arrived in Turkey as part of an 11-per-
son team sent to carry out the inspec-
tions with Turkish officials.

Khashoggi, a Washington Post col-
umnist critical of the Saudi govern-
ment and its de facto ruler Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, dis-
appeared at the consulate on Oct. 2.

Saudi officials initially insisted 
Khashoggi had left the consulate, 
then said he died in an unplanned 
“rogue operation”. The kingdom’s 
public prosecutor Saud al-Mojeb later 
said he was killed in a premeditated 
attack.

Turkish and Saudi officials have 
carried out joint inspections of the 
consulate and consul’s residence in 
Istanbul, but President Tayyip Erdo-
gan says some Saudi officials are still 

trying to cover up the crime. Ankara 
has also demanded Riyadh cooperate 
in finding Khashoggi’s body, which 
Istanbul’s chief prosecutor said had 
been dismembered.

A senior Turkish official confirmed 
the names of the men identified on 
Monday by Sabah. “We believe that 
the two individuals came to Turkey 
for the sole purpose of covering up 
evidence of Jamal Khashoggi’s mur-
der before the Turkish police were 
allowed to search the premises,” the 
official said.

The two individuals carried out 
clean-up operations at the consulate 
and the consul’s residence in Istanbul 
until October 17 and left the country 
three days later, he said.

“The fact that a clean-up team was 
dispatched from Saudi Arabia nine 
days after the murder suggests that 
Khashoggi’s slaying was within the 
knowledge of top Saudi officials,” the 
official said.

Saudi Arabia says 18 people have 
been detained over Khashoggi’s kill-
ing and the head of its human rights 
commission told a meeting in Geneva 
on Monday Riyadh was investigating 
the case with a view to prosecuting 
the perpetrators.

Saudi Arabia’s conflicting accounts 
of Khashoggi’s killing have prompt-
ed international outcry against the 
world’s top oil exporter, upending the 
young crown prince’s international 
image as a reformer.

Thought for Today
Avarice is disgrace; cowardice is a defect; poverty of-

ten disables an intelligent man from arguing his case; a 
poor man is a stranger in his own town; misfortune and 
helplessness are calamities; patience is a kind of brav-
ery; to sever attachments with the wicked world is the 
greatest wealth; piety is the best weapon of defense.

Child Dies Among 3 Others in Saudi Raids on Yemen
SANAA (Press TV) – Saudi Arabian warplanes strike al-Hudaydah and 

Sa’ada Provinces in western Yemen, killing three people, including a child.
The aircraft targeted two displaced families in al-Hali District in al-Huday-

dah, which lies along the country’s west coast, killing a couple and seriously 
injuring their child, Yemen’s al-Masirah television network reported.

Subsequent Saudi aerial bombing of the area prevented arrival of rescue 
workers to retrieve bodies from the rubble, the network’s correspondent re-
ported. In Sa’ada, a child was killed after Saudi jets released dozens of missiles 
against Haydan District. Saudi Arabia and many of its allies started invading 
Yemen in March 2015 to restore power to its former Riyadh-friendly officials.
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Saudis Sent ‘Clean-Up’ Team to 
Turkey After Khashoggi Killing

PESHAWAR (Dispatches) – 
The Afghan Taliban will join mul-
tilateral talks hosted by Russia 
on Friday, senior Taliban officials 
said on Tuesday, after the United 
States and Afghanistan turned 
down their invitations.

But Taliban spokesman Zabi-
hullah Mujahid said they had not 
formally agreed to take part.

Russia invited 12 countries 
and the Taliban, who are fight-
ing to re-impose strict law after 
their 2001 ouster, but the United 
States and the U.S.-backed Af-
ghan government declined.

Representatives from Iran, 
China, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Uz-

bekistan and Turkmenistan are 
expected to attend, officials said.

The Moscow talks underline 
the increasingly active role 
Russia is playing in Afghani-
stan, decades after Soviet forces 
withdrew from the country, with 
business investment plans, dip-
lomatic and cultural outreach 
and small military support for 
the central government.

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani 
rejected the invitation on the 
grounds that talks with the Tali-
ban should be led by the Afghan 
government.

Russia decided to go ahead 
with the Moscow talks neverthe-

less, a diplomatic move that has 
angered Kabul.

A five-member Taliban delega-
tion led by Sher Mohammad Ab-
bas Stanakzai, head of the Tali-
ban’s political council in Qatar, 
will attend.

“The majority of our top lead-
ers showed the willingness to 
participate in the Moscow peace 
talks though some of them also 
expressed their reservations and 
said it would not give them any 
benefit on the ground in Afghan-
istan,” said a Taliban member.

Some Taliban said the delega-
tion would raise their demands 
for a withdrawal of all foreign 

forces, the release of all prison-
ers and the lifting of a ban on 
travel.

“This is a very good opportu-
nity and we would like to par-
ticipate and raise our genuine 
issues,” said another Taliban 
official. “We would urge these 
world powers to help resolve the 
Afghan issue as per international 
laws and principles.”

Even though Afghan govern-
ment officials will not attend 
the Moscow talks, members of 
the High Peace Council (HPC), 
an Afghan body overseeing ef-
forts to start talks, are expected 
to attend.

Taliban Officials Say Will Attend Moscow Peace Talks

Turkish official says Saudis sent ‘clean-up’ team to Turkey after 
killing Khashoggi.

AMMAN (Dispatches) – Jordan says the 
Zionist regime has asked for consultations on 
a special land deal agreed upon in their so-
called “peace treaty” that the Jordanian gov-
ernment wants to end.

Under the peace treaty, two areas were rec-
ognized to be under Jordanian sovereignty 
but gave the occupying regime special pro-
visions to use the land and allow Zionists 
free access.

Jordan formally notified the regime two 
weeks ago it would not renew the 25-year 
deal over Baquora where the Yarmouk River 
flows into the Jordan River and in the Ghu-
mar area in the southern Wadi Araba desert 
where Zionist farmers have large planta-

tions.
Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi told Re-

uters after the decision the kingdom was 
waiting for the regime to invoke a provision 
in the treaty to hold consultations after giv-
ing notice before the deadline.

Petra state news agency quoted govern-
ment spokeswoman Jumana Ghunaimat as 
saying Jordan had received the request by 
the regime but did not say when the discus-
sions would begin.

Zionist Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu acknowledged Jordan’s move and said 
the regime sought to enter negotiations on 
the possibility of extending the arrangement.

The 25-year special regime would be auto-

matically renewed unless either of the par-
ties notified the other a year before expiry 
that it wished to terminate the agreement.

Safadi said the deal, which was signed in 
November 1994, had been conceived as a 
temporary arrangement from the start. The 
kingdom had contemplated the move for a 
while before the Nov. 10 deadline.

King Abdullah, who stressed the territories 
were Jordanian lands and would remain so, 
said the move was made in the “national in-
terest” at a period of regional turmoil.

Jordan is one of only two Arab states that 
has a “peace” treaty with the Zionist regime. 
But the treaty is unpopular in Jordan where 
pro-Palestinian sentiment is widespread.

Jordan:
Zionist Regime Wants to Discuss ‘Border’, Land Deals

WEST BANK (Dispatches) – 
Zionist Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has reportedly voiced 
support for legislation that allows 
both civilian and military courts to 
hand down death sentences to those 
convicted of murder, in a measure 
widely believed to be aimed at Pal-
estinians.

The controversial bill, which al-
ready passed its preliminary vote in 
the regime’s parliament (Knesset) 
in January, has now been approved 
by Netanyahu to move forward, Is-
raeli media reported Monday.

If passed into law, the legisla-
tion will empower both civilian 
and military courts to issue death 
penalty for those convicted of “ter-
rorist activity” with only a simple 
majority of judges.

Under the current law, military 
courts can only hand down the 
death penalty if a panel of three 
judges unanimously agrees on the 
verdict.

Palestinian politicians and human 
rights activists have already de-
nounced the move and expressed 
concern that it will give Israel legal 

cover to target Palestinians.
They argue that although the bill 

does not specify a special group, it 
is “intended mainly for the Pales-
tinian people.”

The bill was introduced by Zion-
ist war minister Avigdor Lieber-
man’s Yisrael Beitenu party late in 
2017. Lieberman said at the time 
that the bill would be a powerful 
deterrent to Palestinians.

“We must not allow terrorists to 
know that after a murder they have 
committed, they will sit in prison, 
enjoy the conditions and may be 
released in the future,” he said 
back then, referring to the Pales-
tinians the regime finds guilty of 
murder.

More than 7,000 Palestinian pris-
oners are currently held in some 17 
Israeli jails, dozens of whom are 
serving multiple life sentences.

Over 500 detainees are under the 
so-called administrative detention, 
a policy that allows the regime to 
incarcerate Palestinians without 
charge or trial for up to six months, 
extendable for an infinite number 
of times.

Zionist PM Approves Controversial 
Bill on Death Penalty

DAMASCUS (Dispatches) – 
About 15 civilians have been killed in 
a U.S.-led coalition airstrike on the 
city of Hajin in Syria’s Dayr al-Zawr 
province as it  used white phosphorus 
in the region, reports say. 

The Syrian Arab News Agency 
(SANA) reported the U.S.-led co-
alition’s airstrikes on several tar-
gets in Syria’s Dayr al-Zawr prov-
ince over the last few weeks.

“The coalition used shells with 
white phosphorus, prohibited by in-

ternational conventions, during an 
air strike on the New Market area 
in Hajin in the east of Dayr al-Zawr 
province,” the agency reported, cit-
ing local sources.

Local sources, requesting not to 
be named, told Syria’s official news 
agency SANA that U.S.-led mili-
tary aircraft carried out a bombing 
attack on al-Souq al- Jadeed com-
mercial district in the town of Ha-
jin, located some 110 kilometers 
east of the provincial capital city 

of Dayr al-Zawr, on Monday af-
ternoon, using the internationally-
banned chemical agent.

Late last month, Syrian Ambas-
sador to the United Nations Bashar 
al-Ja’afari confirmed at a UN Secu-
rity Council meeting that the U.S.-
led alliance had used white phos-
phorus bombs against the same 
Syrian town.

On October 13, SANA also re-
ported that the U.S.-led coalition 
had dropped internationally-banned 

white phosphorus bombs on Hajin.
On September 8, two F-15 war-

planes of the U.S. Air Force target-
ed the same Syrian town with white 
phosphorous bombs.

In June last year, Human Rights 
Watch (HRW) warned that the 
U.S.-led coalition was deploying 
white phosphorous bombs in both 
Iraq and Syria.

The U.S.-led coalition has been 
conducting airstrikes against what 
are said to be Daesh targets inside 
Syria since September 2014 with-
out any authorization from the Da-
mascus government or a UN man-
date.

The military alliance has repeat-
edly been accused of targeting and 
killing civilians. It has also been 
largely incapable of achieving its 
declared goal of destroying Daesh.

The Syrian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Expatriates, in two 
separate letters addressed to United 
Nations Secretary General Antonio 
Guterres and the rotating president 
of the UN Security Council Ma 
Zhaoxu on Thursday, asked the 
United Nations Security Council 
to conduct an “international inves-
tigation” into crimes perpetrated 
against ordinary Syrians by the US-
led coalition.

The letters added that the US-led 
coalition was using internation-
ally banned weapons, including 
white phosphorus bombs, in bomb-
ing residential neighborhoods in 
Raqqah, Dayr al-Zawr, Aleppo and 
Hasakah provinces.

Reports:

U.S.-Led Coalition Used Banned 
White Phosphorus in Syria

In this file picture, a pair of U.S. Air Force F-15E Strike Eagles flies over northern Iraq after 
conducting airstrikes in Syria. 


