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TEHRAN.(MNA) - The 63rd International Belgrade 
Book Fair is being held in Belgrade, Serbia on October 
21-28, with representatives from Iran attending the 
event.

Accommodated in a pavilion of 20 square meters, 
Iran Cultural Fairs Institute (ICFI) is representing 
the Islamic Republic’s publishing industry.

The pavilion is showcasing over 300 titles in 
different fields including religion, the Iraq-Iran 
imposed war, literature, poem, children’s and 
teenagers’ literature, arts and books on Iranian 
studies.

ICFI is set to hold meetings with other participants 
during the event to provide the grounds for the 
expansion of cultural relations and exchange 
pavilions between Tehran International Book Fair 

and foreign book exhibitions.
Around 1,000 exhibitors have participated in the 

book fair, which is themed “The Joy of Reading”.

TEHRAN (IFILM)- Iran has 
launched a program titled ‘Cinema 
Arbaeen’ to screen epic Iranian 
movies for the Arbaeen march near 
the Iran-Iraq border.

The Iranian Youth Cinema 
Society organized the program 
in collaboration with the Art 
and Cultural Organization of the 
Tehran Municipality

It includes holding portable 
silver screens in the western 
Iranian cities of Shalamcheh and 
Chazabeh in Khuzestan Province 
and Mehran in Ilam Province.

The screens are offering 
“Damascus Time”and ‘The Lost 
Strait’ and they will be on the show 
until October 29.

Ebrahim Hatamikia’s “Damascus 
Time”focuses on security threats 
by terrorists when an Iranian plane, 
conveying humanitarian aid to 
Syria, is challenged in Damascus 
Airport.

Popular Iranian actors such 
as Babak Hamidiyan and Hadi 
Hejazifar as well as a number of 
actors from Syria and Lebanon star 
in the movie.

The epic film, “The Lost Strait” 
won the Best Film Crystal Simorgh 
and the film’s director, Bahram 
Tavakkoli, received the Crystal 
Simorgh for Best Director for this 
film at the 36th Fajr Film Festival.

It depicts Iranian combatants in 
an epic battle during the last days 
of the Iraq-imposed war on Iran.

The religious ritual of Arbaeen 
is performed to observe the end 
of the 40-day mourning period 
following the martyrdom of the 
third Shia imam, Imam Hussein 
(AS), and his loyal companions on 
Ashura. Arbaeen falls on October 
30 this year.

TEHRAN (FNA)- Italian ambassador 
to Tehran and Iranian deputy culture 
minister pledged to broaden cultural and 

artistic cooperation between Iran and 
Italy.

“Italy is preparing to open a cultural 

center in Tehran, and along with Iran’s 
cultural attaché to Italy, enables both 
nations to enjoy various artistic events,” 
said Italian ambassador in Iran Mauro 
Conciatori. 

He referred to the recent performance 
of the Italian artist Nicola Piovani in 
Tehran, and said that the Italian artist is 
interested to hold such concert again, 
like other Italian artists who have held 
concerts or exhibitions in Iran. 

Deputy Minister of Culture and Islamic 
Guidance for Art Affairs Mojtaba 
Hosseini, for his part, expressed Iran’s 
readiness to strengthen ties with Italy in 
different artistic fields.

He named Fajr International Film 
Festival as a great opportunity to resume 
the cooperation in artistic fields. 

Hosseini also referred to the variety of 
folk costumes in Iranian southeastern 

province of Sistan and Balouchestan, and 
said that the cloth design college that has 
been recently established in that province 
is a place that Italian designers can be 
introduced to Iranian cloth design.

A week ago, Mauro Conciatori asserted 
that Rome is determined to bolster and 
enhance mutual cooperation with Tehran.

The Italian envoy made the remarks 
on October 15, addressing the inaugural 
ceremony of the newly-built building of 
Iran-Italy Joint Chamber of Commerce 
in Tehran. Chairman of Iran Chamber 
of Commerce, Industries, Mines and 
Agriculture (ICCIMA) Gholamhossein 
Shafiei was also among the participants.

Two days after that, Italian Trade 
Commissioner in Iran Augusto Di 
Giacinto announced that Italy is eyeing 
expansion of mutual cooperation with 
Iran.

Southern Iranian Island of Kish will host the 2nd edition of Robocup Asia-Pacific (RCAP) on December 
5-10. Some 50 international teams from countries including Russia, Australia, Japan, and turkey 

countries will reportedly participate in the event. 
Courtesy: Mehr News Agency

 This Day in History
(October 24)

Today is Wednesday; 2nd of the Iranian month of Aban 1397 solar hijri; corresponding to 
14th of the Islamic month of Safar 1440 lunar hijri; and October 24, 2018, of the Christian 
Gregorian Calendar.

1402 lunar years ago, on this day in 38 AH, the governor of Egypt, Mohammad bin Abu 
Bakr, who was one of the loyal disciples of the Commander of the Faithful, Imam Ali ibn Abi 
Taleb (AS), was martyred at the age of 27 by the Godless invader Amr bin Aas, sent by the 
rebellious Omayyad governor of Syria, Mu’awiyah bin Abu Sufyan. His grave in Cairo is a 
site of pilgrimage. His mother was the virtuous Asma bint Omays, the widow of the Imam’s 
elder brother Hazrat Ja’far at-Tayyar, whom circumstances had compelled to become the wife 
of Abu Bakr before the latter usurped the caliphate at the scandalous gathering of Saqifa Bani 
Sa’da. Mohammad, a toddler when his father died, was brought up by Imam Ali (AS), who 
loved him and regarded him as his own son. The place that he had in the Imam’s heart is 
sometimes compared to that of Abu Dharr in the heart of Prophet Mohammad (SAWA). As 
an honest and truthful person, Mohammad bin Abu Bakr, was one of the leading critics of 
the conduct of Othman bin Affan, the third caliph. During the caliphate of Imam Ali (AS), 
he was commander of a section of the army in the battles of Jamal and Siffin. The Imam sent 
him to Egypt as governor, where he was opposed by the “Deserters” or those who had broken 
their allegiance to the Imam. He strove to restore order to Egypt, but Mu’awiyah who was in 
correspondence with the “Deserters” dispatched Amr bin Aas to create sedition, as a result of 
which he was martyred. His wife was Kayhan Bano, a daughter of the last Sassanid emperor 
of Iran, Yazdegerd III, which means a sister of Hazrat Shahr Bano, the wife of Imam Husain 
(AS) and mother of Imam Zain al-Abedin (AS). Mohammad bin Abu Bakr’s son was Qasim, 
a renowned jurist and scholar of Medina, whose daughter Omm Farwa was married to Imam 
Mohammad Baqer (AS), and became the mother of Imam Ja’far Sadeq (AS). 

1145 lunar years ago, on this day in 295 AH, Abu Ibrahim Isma’il I, the most prominent 
Amir (ruler) of the Iranian Samanid Dynasty of Central Asia and Khorasan, died after a reign 
of 15 years and was succeeded by his son Ahmad. Isma’il added Kerman, Sistan and Kabul to 
his empire. A nominal vassal of the Abbasid caliph, he made his capital Bukhara into one of 
the most glorious cities of the Islamic world, rivaling Baghdad and attracting scholars, artists, 
and doctors of law into the region. The first translation of the holy Qu’ran into Persian was 
completed during Samanid rule, which saw the revival of Persian language and literature, 
along with the patronizing of Arabic. 

808 lunar years ago, on this day in 632 AH, the judge and historian, Baha od-Din Yusuf ibn 
Rafi ibn Shaddad, passed away at the age of 93. He was an eyewitness to several battles against 
the Christian invaders from Europe, including the Siege of Acre, and wrote the historical work 
titled “an-Nawader as-Sultaniyyah”, which is an account of military campaigns. His other 
well-known book is the 4-volume “Dala’el al-Ahkaam” on jurisprudential issues.

758 solar years ago, on this day in 1260 AD, Saif od-Din Qutuz, the 3rd Turkic Mamluk 
(slave) sultan of Egypt, while returning from Syria after his decisive victory over the combined 
forces of the Mongols, Armenian Christians, and European crusaders, was assassinated at as-
Salehiyya by some of his own emirs. His bravery, along with that of his able general and 
successor as sultan, Baibars al-Bunduqdari, shattered the Mongol myth of invincibility at 
the crucial battle of Ain Jalut in Palestine in which Hulagu Khan’s famous Christian Turkic 
general, Kitbuqa Noyan, was killed, thereby ending the threat to Egypt and North Africa, a 
few years after the Mongol sack of Baghdad and the subjugation of Syria, which included the 
turning of the Omayyad Mosque of Damascus into a cathedral. 

433 lunar years ago, on this day in 1007 AH, the prominent Iranian Islamic Gnostic, 
jurisprudent, philosopher, and Hadith Authority, Mullah Mohsin Mohammad Fayz 
Kashani was born in Kashan in a family renowned for its learning. His widely-
read works include “Mahjat-al-Bayza”, “Ayn al-Yaqin”, “Tafsir Safi” (exegesis 
of holy Qur’an), “Abwaab-ol-Jenan” and “al-Waafi” – which is a commentary of 
the famous “Osoul Kafi” of Allamah Kulayni. In addition to composing excellent 
Persian poetry, he wrote “Safinat-an-Nejaat” on astronomy and an exposition of 
the “Sahifat-as-Sajjadiyya” or collection of supplications of Imam Zain al-Abedin 
(AS), the 4th Infallible Heir of Prophet Mohammad (SAWA).

417 solar years ago, on this day in 1601 AD, Danish astronomer and mathematician, 
Tycho Brahe, died in Prague, in what is now the Czech Republic at the age of 55. 

370 solar years ago, on this day in 1648 AD, the last of the treaties of the Peace of 
Westphalia was signed between Prussia, Austria, France, and Sweden in Osnabruck 
and Munster, thereby ending the Thirty Years’ War in the Holy Roman Empire, and 
the Eighty Years’ War between Spain and the Netherlands. 

223 solar years ago, on this day in 1795 AD, Poland was partitioned among the 
Russian, Austrian, and Prussian Empires, and ceased to exist on the geographical 
map of Europe for 125 years until the end of World War 1, when it was revived 
by the victorious powers in 1921. Poland is located in Eastern Europe, and covers 
an area of 312,683 sq km with a population of around 39 million. Its capital is 
Warsaw.

205 solar years ago, on this day in 1813 AD, the Treaty of Golestan was imposed 
on Iran by Czarist Russia, ending the 9-year Russo-Persian War that resulted in 
the loss of the Trans-Caucasian territories of the Qajarid Empire. As per the treaty 
that was mediated by the crafty British, the Russians occupied what are now the 
republics of Daghestan and Georgia, as well as Baku in northern Azerbaijan. 
Thirteen years later in 1826, Russia again invaded Iran and occupied other regions, 
such as Armenia, Nakhchivan and what is now the Republic of Azerbaijan.

90 solar years ago, on this day in 1928 AD, the Iranian scholar, and statesman, 
Ayatollah Dr. Seyyed Mohammad Husseini Beheshti, was born in Isfahan. In Qom 
he studied under leading ulema, including the Father of the Islamic Revolution, 
Imam Khomeini (RA). He also continued his academic studies at the university 
and obtained PhD in philosophy. He was active in political and cultural spheres 
as well, and was involved in the 15th Khordad uprising (June 5, 1963). Later 
he spent several years at the Islamic Centre in Hamburg, Germany. His fluency 
in German, English, and Arabic assisted him in promoting Islam in Europe. He 
returned to Iran in 1971 and continued his struggles against the dictatorial Pahlavi 
regime. Following the victory of the Islamic Revolution in 1979, he was assigned 
key posts, the last of which was Chief Justice. He achieved martyrdom, along 
with 72 prominent officials, when a bomb planted by MKO terrorists exploded. 
He wrote several books, including “God in View of Islam”; “Banking and Islam’s 
Financial Laws”; and “Role of Faith in Mankind’s Life”. In paying him tribute, 
Imam Khomeini said: “Martyr Beheshti lived and died in oppression; since he was 
a thorn in the eyes of the foes of Islam.”

73 solar years ago, on this day in 1945 AD, the United Nations was founded by 
the victorious powers of World War 2 in place of the defunct League of Nations. 

54 solar years ago, on this day in 1964 AD, Zambia gained independence from 
British colonial rule. Situated in southern Africa, it was seized by the British in 
1888 and called Northern Rhodesia. Zambia covers an area of 752,614 sq km. 
Its capital is Lusaka, and it shares borders with Zaire, Angola, Tanzania, Malawi, 
Namibia, and Zimbabwe.

30 solar years ago, on this day in 1988 AD, Grand Ayatollah Jawad Aqa Tehrani 
passed away at the age of 85. He was born in Tehran and after completing his studies 
in Qom left for Holy Najaf in Iraq to continue his higher studies. He groomed 
many scholars and was known for his piety and ascetic nature. While in Mashhad, 
he was the teacher of the Leader of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali 
Khamenei. Among the books written by him are: “Mizan al-Mataleb” in Arabic and 
the 2-volume “Aieen-e Zendegi” in Persian.

24 solar years ago, on this day in 1993 AD, Ayatollah Seyyed Ahmad Mirkhani 
passed away in his hometown Tehran at the age of 76. Besides his religious activities 
and authoring books, he was interested in social and cultural affairs. Thanks to his 
efforts, thousands of young knowledge seekers from all around the country have 
attended the Islamic Azad University to reap the benefit.  

9 solar years ago, on this day in 2009 AD, two deadly bomb blasts triggered by 
terrorists backed by Saudi Arabia, near the Ministry of Justice and the Baghdad 
Provincial Council, resulted in the martyrdom of around 200 men, women, and 
children, and injury to almost a thousand others.

 Italian ambassador in Iran Mauro Conciatori. 

(Courtesy: IRIB English Radio – http://parstoday.com/en)

Iran, Italy Vow to Expand 
Cooperation on Art

TEHRAN (IFILM)- Director of 
Iranian short “Retouch”has grabbed 
an award at the 4th edition of the 
BangkokThai International Film 
Festival (BangIFF).

The Iranian director Kaveh Mazaheri 
won best direction award at the Special 
Prizes section of the Thai event.

Produced by the Iranian Young 
Cinema Society, “Retouch” is about 

a young woman whose husband dies 
before her eyes and she just observes 
the tragic scene.

The film has so far participated in 
many international film festivals, 
including the 13th Cyprus Film 
Festival, the 5th Basta International 
Film Festival in Serbia, and the 2018 
Orvieto Cinema Fest in Italy.

It has previously won Best 
Short Film awards at the Krakow 
International Film Festival, the Palm 
Springs International Film Festival, 
and the Tribeca Film Festival, all in 
the U.S.

“Retouch” has also grabbed the Best 
Fiction Film award at the Short Movie 

Club in Belarus, the Best International 
Short award at the Audi Dublin 
International Film Festival in Ireland, 
and the top prize for best short film 
as well as the audience choice award 
at the Ibn Arabi International Film 
Festival in Spain.

Some of its recent awards include 
the 2nd Best Film award from the 
10th Short Waves Festival in Poland, 
Shorts TV Award from the 20th Mecal 
Pro short Film Festival in Spain, 
and Best Actress Award at the 1st 
Sukhum International Film Festival in 
Abkhazia.

Best Actress Award at the 2018 
Brussels Short Film Festival in 

Belgium, best film award at the 12th 
SorsiCorti Short Film Festival in Italy, 
best actress award at the 3rd Gosh! 
Film Festival in France, Best Short 
Film Award at the 16th One Shot 
Film Festival in Armenia, special 
jury award at the 2018 Santiago del 
Estero Film Festival in Argentina, 
Best Film Award at the 4th Veracruz 
Short Film Festival in Mexico, as well 
as Audience Choice, Best Screenplay 
and Best Film awards at the 2018 Wiz-
Art International Short Film Festival 
in Ukraine are among the latest 
achievements by   “Retouch”.

The latest edition of the BangIFF 
was held on October 14-17.

‘Retouch’ Director Awarded at the BangIFF
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