
Saudi...
(Continued From Page One)

 is not credible,” Schiff said in a statement. “If Khashoggi was 
fighting inside the Saudi consulate in Istanbul, he was fighting for 
his life with people sent to capture or kill him.”

Senator Patrick Leahy, a Democrat, said the Saudi story reeks of 
a “cover-up”.

“It’s taken nearly three weeks for the Saudis to even admit that 
an American resident and journalist died in the Saudis’ own con-
sulate,” Leahy said in a statement. “And throughout this ordeal, 
the only urgency apparent in our President’s handling of this crisis 
has been a compulsion to buy time for the Saudis to construct a 
story to protect the royal family.”

Imad Harb, director of research and analysis at Arab Cen-
ter Washington DC, predicted a struggle between Congress and 
Trump over the Khashoggi murder.

“The president is trying to defend the Saudi regime and specifi-
cally (Crown Prince) Muhammad bin Salman; and Congress is 
incredulous as it should be at this news,” Harb told MEE. “I think 
it’s going to continue like this - the pull and the push is going to 
continue until finally it puts it in his head that he [Trump] cannot 
lie for the Saudi Arabians anymore ... He is doing America a great 
disservice by believing this.”

Harb called the Saudi fight-and-quarrel account absurd.
“It doesn’t make any sense whatsoever,” he said, questioning 

why there was a 15-member Saudi squad waiting for Khashoggi 
at the consulate in the first place.

Riyadh now claims it’s doing an investigation to find the perpe-
trators.

The Committee to Protect Journalists, a New York-based watch-
dog, called the Saudi account “ridiculous”.

“Now the same government that lied to the world, claiming for 
weeks that it had no knowledge of Khashoggi’s fate, expects us to 
believe he died in a fight,” CPJ executive director Joel Simon said 
in a statement. “This ridiculous assertion is further evidence of a 
cover up. We need an international investigation and relentless 
pressure on Saudi Arabia from the Trump administration, if we 
ever hope to get to the truth.”

Michael Page, deputy director at Human Rights Watch in the 
Middle East and North Africa, called the Saudi account a “maca-
bre farce”.

“If ‘initial investigations’ found that he died, why did Saudi 
claim he left the consulate; this new claim is almost Stalinist in its 
unbelievability, even if many people will parrot this as the truth 
for their own interests,” Page wrote on Twitter.
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Photos posted on social media showed scores of men and 
women clutching their identification documents lining up out-
side voting centers amid a heavy security presence.

A woman dressed in a burqa leaving a polling centre in Mazar-
i-Sharif told AFP she had been worried about “security inci-
dents”, but decided to vote anyway. “We have to defy the vio-
lence,” Hafiza, 57, said.

At least 10 candidates out of more than 2,500 contesting the 
lower-house election were killed ahead of the poll.

Most of those standing are political novices, and include doc-
tors, mullahs and journalists. Those with the deepest pockets 
are expected to win.

The poll is seen as a crucial test for next year’s presidential 
election and an important milestone ahead of a UN meeting in 
Geneva in November where Afghanistan is under pressure to 
show progress on “democratic processes”.

Preliminary results are scheduled to be released on November 
10 but there are concerns they could be thrown into turmoil if 
the biometric verification devices are broken, lost or destroyed.

Votes cast without the controversial machines will not be 
counted, the IEC has said.
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 was the real reason … It was the Justice for Victims of Terrorism 
Act, frankly. That’s the reason; that still exists,” Horak said.

“It’s no coincidence that we closed the embassy basically the day 
after the legislation became effective.”

“The British weren’t even seizing Iranian government property. 
This law called for the seizure of Iranian government properties,” 
said Horak, adding the Iranians “have a very flexible view on dip-
lomatic immunity.”

LONDON (Press TV) – A production line has 
been inaugurated in the UK for manufacturing 24 
warplanes and nine trainer aircraft that Qatar had 
contracted Britain to build for it last year.

Production of 17 Eurofighter Typhoon combat 
jets and nine Hawk T2 advanced trainer aircraft 
for the emirate began in Warton, Lancaster in 
northwestern England, with Qatar’s Defense 
Minister Khalid bin Mohamed al-Attiyah in at-
tendance.

“The project is unique in its ability to enhance 
the capabilities of the Amiri Air Force and the 
joint action and defense,” said a Doha-based pa-
per.

Al-Attiyah and his British counterpart Gavin 
Williamson had signed the contract to supply 

Doha with the twin-engine, multirole fighters and 
the trainer jets on December 10, 2017.

The daily also referenced the inauguration of a 
joint squadron run by the Qatari Air Force and the 
British Royal Air Force by Qatari Emir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani last year. “The joint 
squadron will have a prominent and effective role 
in protecting the Qatari airspace during the FIFA 
2022 World Cup” -- which the emirate has been 
chosen to host, the paper added.

British Ambassador to Qatar Ajay Sharma, who 
also jointed the inauguration of the production 
line, had told the paper back in April, “There will 
be Typhoon ready for the World Cup. We cer-
tainly see these jets as part of the way of securing 
the event.”

The military agreement was the second billion-
dollar one of its own to be signed by Doha since 
Saudi Arabia led three of its allies -- the United 
Arab Emirates, Egypt, and Bahrain -- in breaking 
off diplomatic ties with the emirate and subject-
ing it to a blockade.

The quartet has accused Doha of supporting 
“terrorism” but the emirate has roundly rejected 
the allegation.

Shortly after the dispute erupted, the United 
States signed a $12 billion deal to sell F-15 fight-
er jets to Qatar.

Observers have accused the U.S. and the UK 
of trying to exploit the diplomatic crisis towards 
their own financial interests, while publicly urg-
ing the regional countries to close up their rifts.

MOSCOW (Sputnik) – The Russian Aerospace Forces have carried out 
over 40,000 missions, including over 21,000 sorties during the night time, 
in the course of their operation in Syria, Russian Defense Minister Sergei 
Shoigu said at the fifth ASEAN and Dialogue Partners Defense Ministers 
Meeting (ADMM-Plus) in Singapore.

“In the course of the military actions, over 122,000 terror targets have 
been eliminated. The main part of the militants has been killed,” Shoigu 
said.

“In Syria, we have received the vast fighting experience which we are 
ready to share,” he pointed out.

Peaceful life was being restored in Syria, the defense minister added, 
noting that over 2,500 settlements across the country have joined the rec-
onciliation process due to the work of the Russian Reconciliation Center 
in Syria.

The key focus of the Middle Eastern country’s authorities was on solv-
ing humanitarian issues and returning refugees to their homes, the min-
ister noted.

Shoigu also said that the return of terrorists to the Asia Pacific region 
after fighting in Syria and Iraq boosts terror threat in Southeast Asia.

“The return of terrorists, who have received fighting experience in Syria 

and Iraq, to the Asia Pacific region remains an acute problem. They rep-
resent the ready force for joining local terror cells… Terrorism becomes 
the more and more grave threat for Asia Pacific states. This is caused 
by the activities of the significant number of extremist organizations in 
Southeast Asia,” Shoigu said.

The extremist groups operating in the region used force for its fight and 
sought to establish strong ties with international terror groups, Shoigu 
added.

Money flows to Asia Pacific states for supporting terrorist cells and 
holding terror attack had been more and more often detected recently, he 
said.

The defense minister called for causing irreparable damage to the ter-
rorists’ capabilities.

Russian Defense Minister also said that the cells of the Daesh terror 
group have been fully dismantled in Syria with Russia’s support in the 
course of three years of Moscow’s participation in the operation.

Over 245,000 Syrians have returned to their country from abroad since 
the beginning of the Russian operation in the Middle Eastern country, 
while around 2 million people have expressed their will to return to their 
homeland, according to Shoigu.

MOSCOW (Dispatches) – Syr-
ian President Bashar al-Assad 
met representatives of Russia’s 
foreign and defense ministries 
in Damascus on Friday, Russia’s 
foreign ministry said in a state-
ment on Saturday.

During the meeting, they 
discussed development of 
situation in Syria and reaf-
firmed their commitment to 
the “destruction of terrorist 
presence” and advancement 
toward a long-term political 

settlement in the interest of all 
Syrians.

The news comes as the lead-
ers of Turkey, Russia, Ger-
many and France are expected 
to hold a summit on the con-
flict in Syria in Istanbul next 
week, a month after Ankara 
and Moscow brokered a deal 
to create a demilitarized zone 
in the northwest Idlib region.

Idlib and the adjacent ar-
eas are the last stronghold of 
foreign-backed terrorists who 
sought to depose against Pres-
ident Bashar al-Assad in 2011. 
The area is also home to an es-
timated three million people, 
more than half of whom have 
already been displaced once 
during the war.

The four countries will hold 
the talks on Oct. 27 and will 
discuss Idlib, and the politi-
cal process for the resolution 
of the Syrian conflict, the 
spokesman for Turkish Presi-

dent Tayyip Erdogan was 
quoted by state-owned media 
as saying.

France wants to avoid a 
humanitarian catastrophe in 
Idlib, and thereby prevent a 
new exodus of refugees, Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron’s of-
fice claimed.

German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel will focus on the situ-
ation in Idlib and supporting 
the implementation of the So-
chi agreement between Russia 
and Turkey, a German gov-
ernment spokeswoman said.

But he cautioned there were 
still “a million unanswered 
questions” about how the deal 
would work, and what would 
happen if groups designated 
as terrorists refused to lay 
down their weapons.

UN Syria envoy Staffan de 
Mistura said this week he 
would step down at the end of 
November for family reasons.

DAMASCUS (Dispatches) – Russia 
is planning to station S-300 surface-to-
air missile system near the T-4 Airbase 
in Syria’s Homs province in a warning 
signal to the Zionist regime that hit the 
desert base three times since August, a 
well-informed source told Zaman al-
Wasl.

Heavy Russian engineering equip-
ment machines have begun to establish 
the military base west of Tiyas airbase, 
also known as T-4, since mid-October, 
according to the source.

Russia seeks to protect its 200 mili-
tary personnel and its fighter helicop-
ters in the T-4 airbase in the Syrian 
desert.

Russia delivered the S-300 missile 
system to the Syrian government early 
October, saying the move was in de-
fiance of the Zionist regime and U.S. 

concerns.
Russia decided to supply the system 

after Moscow accused the regime of 
indirectly causing the downing of a 
Russian military jet near Syria in Sep-
tember. The Zionist regime voiced 
regret at the deaths of 15 Russian 
air crew while saying Syrian incom-
petence was at fault and that it was 
compelled to continue taking action 
against suspected deployments of 
forces across its northern border.

The Russian involvement in Syria 
began in September 2015, after an of-
ficial request by Bashar al-Assad for 
military aid against terrorist groups.

The war in Syria has left more than 
360,000 people dead and displaced 
millions since it broke out with the 
brutal repression of an initially peace-
ful uprising in 2011. 
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In Warning Signal to Zionist Regime

Russia to Station S-300 Missiles 
Near Syria’s T-4 Airbase

A handout picture released by the official Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA) on 
October 19, 2018 shows Syrian President Bashar Assad (R) receiving Russian 

President’s Special Envoy to Syria, Alexander Lavrentiev.

Russia is reportedly planning to station S-300 surface-to-air missile 
system near the T-4 Airbase in Syria’s Homs province in a warning 

signal to the Zionist regime.
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