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WASHINGTON (Dispatches) -- The 
Trump administration is preparing 
to tell Russian leaders next week that 
it is planning to exit the landmark 
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces 
Treaty, in part to enable the United 
States to counter a Chinese arms buildup 
in the Pacific, according to American 
officials and foreign diplomats cited by 
the New York Times.

President Trump has been moving 
toward scrapping the three-decade-old 
treaty, which grew out of President Ronald 
Reagan’s historic meeting with Mikhail 
Gorbachev in 1986.  

The White House said that no official 
decision had been made to leave the treaty, 
known as I.N.F., which at the time of its 
signing was considered a critical step in 
defusing Cold War tensions. But in the 
coming weeks, Trump is expected to sign 
off on the decision, which would mark the 
first time he has scrapped an arms control 
treaty, the American officials said.

Now that the treaty is largely in tatters, the 
question is whether the decision to leave it 
will accelerate the increasingly Cold War-
like behavior among the three superpowers: 
the United States, Russia and China.

As Russia has flown bombers over 
Europe and has conducted troop exercises 
on its borders with former Soviet states, 
the United States and its NATO allies have 
been rotating forces through countries 
under threat. Ukraine has become a low-
level battleground, with ground skirmishes 

and a daily cyberconflict. China and the 
United States are jostling for position 
around reefs in the South China Sea that 
Beijing has turned into military bases, and 
they are both preparing for any possibility 
of war in space.

U.S. President Donald Trump’s national 
security adviser, John R. Bolton, will warn 
the Russian president, Vladimir V. Putin, on 
a trip to Moscow early next week that the 
United States plans to leave the treaty, the 
American officials said.

Pentagon chief Jim Mattis has publicly 
brought the subject up several times in 
recent weeks, claiming that Russia’s 
violations were “untenable” and signaling 
that the administration was reviewing its 
options. 

The Pentagon has already been 
developing nuclear weapons “to match, and 
counter, what the Chinese have deployed.” 
But that effort would take years, so, in the 
interim, the United States is preparing to 
modify existing weapons, including its non-
nuclear Tomahawk missiles, and is likely 
to deploy them first in Asia, according 
to officials who have been briefed on the 
issue. Those may be based in Japan, or 
perhaps in Guam, where the United States 
maintains a large base and would face little 
political opposition.

The last time the United States withdrew 
from a major nuclear arms control treaty 
was in 2002, when President George W. 
Bush fulfilled a campaign promise and 
scrapped the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty. 

LONDON (AP) -- London Mayor 
Sadiq Khan has joined thousands 
of voters calling for a second 
Brexit referendum at a major 
demonstration.

Khan said Saturday’s event was 
a “march for the future” for young 
Britons, including those who were too 
young to vote in Britain’s 2016 EU 

membership referendum, when those 
who favor leaving the bloc won by 52 
percent to 48 percent.

The mayor, from the opposition Labor 
Party, has previously backed mounting 
calls for a fresh referendum so that 
the public can have a say on whether 
they accept Conservative Party Prime 
Minister Theresa May’s Brexit deal or 

choose to stay in the EU.
He told the BBC that “what’s clear is 

that the only options on the table now 
from the prime minister are a bad Brexit 
deal, or no deal whatsoever. That’s 
a million miles away from what was 
promised two-and-a-half years ago.”

Thousands of protesters are gathering 
in central London to call for a new 
referendum on Britain’s departure from 
the European Union.

Organizers want the public to have 
a final say on the government’s Brexit 
deal with the EU, arguing that new facts 
have come to light about the costs and 
complexity of Britain’s exit from the 
bloc since Britons voted to leave in 
2016.

London Mayor Sadiq Khan from the 
opposition Labor Party was among those 
set to address the People’s Vote March 
on Saturday, which will culminate at a 
rally in Parliament Square.

Prime Minister Theresa May of 
the Conservative Party has ruled out 
another public vote on the subject.

Britain is scheduled to leave the 
EU on March 29, but negotiations 
have been plagued by disagreements, 
particularly over the issue of the land 
border between the Republic of Ireland 
and Northern Ireland border.

Thousands Rally in London 
to Call for Second Brexit

U.S. to Tell Russia It Is 
Leaving INF Nuclear Treaty

SEOUL (Dispatches) -- The U.S. and 
South Korea have suspended another 
major joint war game, fearing it might 
anger North Korea which earlier 
this week accused Washington of an 
“evil” attempt to continue sanctions on 
Pyongyang. 

The termination of the military drill was 
announced by Pentagon spokeswoman Dana 
White, saying Washington and Seoul will 
cancel joint aerial drills dubbed “Vigilante 
Ace,” which is typically held annually.

The 2017 war games lasted one week and 
involved more than 200 war planes.  

White, however, insisted that the 
suspension of the drill will not affect troop 
readiness of the U.S. and South Korea in the 
Korean Peninsula.

This is the second time a joint war game 
has been cancelled by the U.S. military as 
Washington is attempting to reach a deal 
with North Korea.

The cancellation also comes amid recent 
reports that U.S. President Donald Trump 
plans another summit with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un as well as Seoul’s 
efforts to ease sanction against the North.

North Korean state media blasted 
Washington earlier this week for an 

“evil” attempt to continue its sanctions on 
Pyongyang, accusing Trump of hindering 
progress in inter-Korean relations.

Washington was playing a “double game”, 
read a commentary carried by the North’s 
official KCNA news agency, adding that 
it was “little short of destroying” the rare 
diplomatic opportunity between the two.

“Hostile policy and reciprocity cannot go 
together,” the article noted, insisting that 
negotiations would not move forward “an 
inch with an obstacle called sanctions.”

“The U.S.... is responding to good faith 
with evil,” it further emphasized.

It was published just days after 
U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
visited Pyongyang, insisting that he had 
“productive” talks on denuclearization with 
the North Korean leader.

However, following an earlier Pompeo 
visit to Pyongyang in July, the North issued 
an angrily-worded official Foreign Ministry 
statement slamming what it called his 
“unilateral” demands for its disarmament 
and describing them as “gangster-like.”

The North has called for UN Security 
Council sanctions imposed over its weapons 
programs to be eased, pointing to its halt of 
nuclear and missile tests. 

South Korea, U.S. Suspend Drill 
for Fear of Angering North

U.S. President Donald Trump reportedly plans to exit an key nuclear arms 
treaty with Russia next week. 

U.S. Air Force F-16 fighter jets take part in a joint aerial drill exercise 
called “Vigilant Ace” between the U.S. and South Korea, at the Osan Air 

Base in Pyeongtaek, South Korea, December 6, 2017.

Mayor of London Sadiq Khan, front centre, holds a klaxon horn, 
as he joins protesters in the People’s Vote March for the Future, in 

London, Oct. 20, 2018.

BRUSSELS (Dispatches) -- China 
has called for the strengthening of 
ties with the European Union amid 
a worsening trade dispute with the 
United States, saying that the two 
sides need to collectively and firmly 
safeguard multilateralism and a free 
trade system based on international 
rules.

Chinese Prime Minster Li Keqiang 
made the remarks in a meeting with 
European Commission President Jean-
Claude Juncker here. 

Stressing that Beijing and Brussels 
have maintained frequent high-level 
exchanges over the past years, Li said 
the steady and in-depth development 
of bilateral relations would not only 
meet the common need of both sides, 
but also help promote world peace and 
development.

Li said China would equally treat 
all domestic and foreign enterprises 
registered in the country and would 
endeavor to forge a market-oriented, 
law-based and internationalized 

business environment.
The premier said China plans to 

endorse making improvements to the 
rules of the World Trade Organization 
(WTO), however, stressed that such 
improvements must be carried out on 
the basis of the WTO’s existing rules.

The EU and China have regularly 
exchanged views on the WTO reforms 
and agree that the reforms should 
adhere to multilateralism and the basic 
rules of the organization, according to 
Juncker.

The European Commission president 
also said the bloc appreciated China’s 
significant role in handling climate 
change and would work with China 
to push forward the implementation 
of the Paris Agreement in combating 
climate change.

China and the EU share similar 
concerns about moves by the United 
States to impose tit-for-tat tariffs on 
key imports, including on metals. The 
two have introduced their own tariffs 
on U.S. products to compensate for 

President Donald Trump’s so-called 
protectionist policies in trade.

The Trump administration imposed 
tariffs on $200 billion worth of 
Chinese goods in the middle of 
September. It prompted Beijing to 
retaliate with tariffs on $60 billion 
worth of American products, dropping 
Chinese imports of American products 
by 9 percent last month.

Many investors and economic 
analysts are concerned that the 
deepening trade standoff between 
China and the U.S. could derail the 
global economy. They have also 
warned that consumers in the U.S. are 
the main victims of Trump’s tariffs on 
Chinese goods.

Trump’s protectionist agenda has 
also rattled long-running U.S. alliances 
with the European Union and Japan.

The Trump administration has 
steeply increased tariffs on steel, 
aluminum and automobile imports 
from the EU. It is also mulling similar 
tariff hikes for Japan. 

China, EU Inch Closer Amid ‘America First’ Policy

CIUDAD HIDALGO, Mexico (AFP) -- 
Thousands of U.S.-bound Honduran migrants 
remained stranded Saturday after spending the 
night on a border bridge between Guatemala and 
Mexico where riot police barred their progress. 
Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez 
said he would meet Saturday with his Guatemalan 
counterpart Jimmy Morales to discuss the next 
steps in the crisis, which has triggered escalating 
anti-immigrant rhetoric from US President 
Donald Trump. Hundreds slept in the open on 
the bridge over the Suchiate River and in the 
main square of the Guatemalan border town of 
Tecun Uman. Hernandez said on Twitter he had 
asked Guatemalan authorities “to contract land 
transportation for those who wish to return -- and 
airlift in the special cases of women, children, the 
elderly and the sick -- and we will continue with 
this operation as long as necessary.” More than 
300 people have taken up a government offer of a 
bus ride home to their country, police said.

***
BEIJING (Reuters) -- China’s independently-

developed large amphibious aircraft AG600 
completed its first water takeoff and landing 
in Jingmen city in central province of Hubei 
Saturday morning. The AG600, codenamed 
Kunlong, is designed to be the world’s largest 
amphibious aircraft. It completed its maiden 
flight in December 2017. The AG600 is powered 
by four domestically built turboprop engines 
and has a range of 12 hours. It will be mainly 
used for maritime rescue, fighting forest fires 
and marine monitoring. It can carry 50 people 
during search-and-rescue missions, collect 12 
tons of water in 20 seconds for firefighting and 
transport up to 370 tons of water on a single 
tank of fuel. Its name “Kunlong” represents 
high expectation in Chinese culture, with the 
“kun” meaning an enormous legendary fish 
and “long” a dragon. The AG600 is the third 
member of China’s “large aircraft family” 
following the large freighter Y-20 and large 
passenger aircraft C919, which made maiden 
flights in 2013 and 2017, respectively.

***
AMRITSAR, India (Reuters) -- India’s northern 

state of Punjab’s chief minister said 59 people 
were killed and 57 injured in a railway accident on 
Friday in which a train ran over scores of people 
gathered on the railway tracks for a festival in the 
city of Amritsar. Declining to comment on the likely 
reasons behind the accident, Punjab Chief Minister 
Amarinder Singh told reporters Saturday that an 
official inquiry into the accident was underway and 
was expected to be completed within four weeks. 
A large crowd had formed near the tracks on the 
city’s fringe for the burning of effigies as part of a 
major Hindu festival Friday when the train sped 
through the gathering in darkness, officials and 
witnesses said.

***
MOSCOW (AFP) -- Moscow on Saturday 

condemned Washington for indicting a Russian 
woman for interfering in U.S. 2018 elections, 
saying the accusations were fabricated in order 
to impose further sanctions on Russia. “We 
understand that Washington is fabricating a 
pretext in order to impose its notorious sanctions 
once more against our country,” deputy foreign 
minister Sergei Ryabkov was quoted as saying in 
a statement. He complained that after previous 
accusations involving the 2016 presidential 
elections won by Donald Trump, “in Washington 
they are now trying to play the same card ahead 
of the approaching election day in the U.S.” On 
November 6, Americans will vote in mid-term 
congressional elections. The finance chief of 
Russia’s leading troll farm, named as Yelena 
Khusyainova, was indicted by the U.S. Justice 
Department on Friday, becoming the first person 
to face charges of interfering in next month’s 
vote.

***
WASHINGTON (Dispatches) -- The United States 

is considering a new operation to send warships 
through the Taiwan Strait, U.S. officials tell 
Reuters, a mission which risks heightening tensions 
with China. The U.S. Navy conducted a similar 
mission in the strait’s international waters in July 
and any repeat would be seen in self-ruled Taiwan 
as a fresh expression of support by President 
Donald Trump’s government. China views Taiwan 
as a wayward province and has been ramping up 
pressure to assert its sovereignty over the island. 
It raised concerns over U.S. policy toward Taiwan 
in talks this week with U.S. Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis in Singapore. Even as Washington mulls 
ordering a fresh passage through the strait, it has 
been trying to explain to Beijing that its policies 
toward Taiwan are unchanged. Mattis delivered 
that message to China’s Defense Minister Wei 
Fenghe personally on Thursday, on the sidelines of 
an Asian security forum.

***
BRUSSELS (AFP) -- NATO, the European 

Union and the U.S. on Saturday hailed a 
Macedonian parliament vote as another step 
toward ending a decades-long name row with 
Greece that takes the small country closer to 
joining their Western clubs. NATO chief Jens 
Stoltenberg and EU diplomatic chief Federica 
Mogherini welcomed the close vote late Friday 
to start the process of renaming the country 
North Macedonia -- a move that EU and 
NATO member Greece also hailed. “It’s up to 
the government & political leaders to complete 
national procedures on the name agreement & 
seize this historic opportunity to bring the country 
into #NATO,” Stoltenberg tweeted after the vote. 
“We now expect the national procedures for the 
implementation of the agreement to continue 
without any delays, towards the adoption of the 
constitutional changes,” Mogherini and fellow 
EU official Johannes Hahn said in a statement. 

TAIPEI (Dispatches) -- Several 
thousand pro-independence 
demonstrators rallied in Taiwan’s 
capital on Saturday to call for a 
referendum on whether the self-
ruled island should formally 
declare independence from 
China.

The rally, one of the largest seen 
on Taiwan this year, was organized 
by a group called Formosa Alliance 
founded six months ago, and 
the protesters gathered near the 
headquarters of President Tsai Ing-
wen’s Democratic Progressive Party 
(DPP).

Relations with Beijing have 
deteriorated since Tsai came 
into office in 2016, with China 
suspecting that she wants to push 
for formal independence, a red line 
for Beijing.

China views Taiwan as a wayward 
province and has never renounced 
the use of force to bring democratic 
Taiwan under its control. This 
year, China increased military and 
diplomatic pressure, conducting air 
and sea military exercises around 
the island and persuading three of 
the few governments still supporting 
Taiwan to drop their backing.

Protesters said Tsai’s government 
should push back against Beijing, 
and advocated a referendum on 
independence to avoid being 
“swallowed up”.  

Tsai said last week she will 
maintain the status quo with 
Beijing, but she also vowed to boost 
what she called Taiwan’s national 
security.

Beijing has already been irked 
by the Taiwanese government’s 
approval for a referendum next 
month to decide whether to enter 
future Olympics events as “Taiwan” 
rather than “Chinese Taipei”, the 
name agreed under a compromise 
struck in the late 1970s. 

Earlier this month, Beijing warned 
Washington against interfering in 
Taiwan-related issues, calling on the 
Trump administration to respect its 
policies concerning the island.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Hua Chunying 
dismissed allegations by U.S. Vice 
President Mike Pence, who accused 
Beijing of threatening “the stability 
of the Taiwan Strait,” by putting 
pressure on the island’s allies to 
sever their ties with Taipei and 
embrace China.

She further called on Washington 
“to earnestly abide by the one-China 
principle…prudently and properly 
handle Taiwan-related issues and 
work with China in opposing and 
restraining ‘Taiwan independence’ 
forces.” 

Pro-U.S. Protesters in Taiwan Call for Secession

Pro-independence supporters take part in a rally to call for a 
referendum, in Taipei, Taiwan October 20, 2018.


