
ANKARA (Dispatches) -- For 
17 days, Saudi government offi-
cials and loyalists - from the crown 
prince and de facto ruler to anony-
mous twitter users - insisted that 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi left the 
Saudi consulate in Istanbul on Oc-
tober 2.

Now, by their own admission they 
were wrong. Saudi Arabia con-
firmed on Friday that Khashoggi, 
a Washington Post columnist who 
called for freedom of expression in 
the Arab World, never came out of 
the building alive.

Despite reports, citing audio re-
cordings of the incident, of brutal 

torture followed by the murder 
and dismembering the journalists’ 
body, Riyadh’s stunning admis-
sion came with a version of the 
events that raised eyebrows around 
the world: Khashoggi died after a 
“fight and a quarrel” broke out in 
the consulate.

U.S. lawmakers, rights groups 
and Khashoggi’s fellow journalists 
expressed skepticism at the Saudi 
account.

Agnes Callamard, a UN special 
rapporteur on extra-judicial kill-
ings, said the Saudi explanation is 
“not plausible”.

Khashoggi’s editor at the Wash-

ington Post, Karen Attiah, called 
the Saudi explanation “almost in-
sulting”.

In a Twitter post, she raised three 
questions: “1) Then what happened 
to the body? 2) Why did officials 
lie and say he left the consulate? 
3) What evidence do they have to 
support that there was a fistfight?”

Still, Reuters reported that Presi-
dent Donald Trump was moving to 
accept the Saudi explanation. He 
called the Saudi confirmation of 
the murder a “great first step”.

Democratic Senator Chris Van 
Hollen predicted that Trump would 
try to “sell” the “cover-up” before 

the president’s statement.
“Really, after nearly two weeks, 

this is the best they could come 
up with? The sad part is President 
Trump will likely try to sell this. 
The United States must not be 
complicit in this cover-up. Looking 
forward to what our intelligence 
agencies have to say,” Van Hollen 
said on Twitter.

The president is trying to defend 
the Saudi regime and specifically 
Muhammad bin Salman.

U.S. Republican Senator Lindsey 
Graham, who earlier pledged to 
“sanction the hell out Saudi Ara-
bia” if it was involved in Khashog-
gi’s murder, was quick to question 
the most recent Saudi account.

“It’s hard to find this latest ‘ex-
planation’ as credible,” he posted 
on Twitter.

Senator Chris Murphy said the 
crisis may spark a partisan fight in 
the U.S. 1. The Republican Con-
gress will do nothing to respond 
to Saudi Arabia’s murder of Jamal 
Khashoggi and this audacious cov-
er up. 2. The election, in 18 days, is 
a referendum on whether America 
really stands for anything anymore.

Bob Menendez, the ranking Dem-
ocrat on the Senate’s Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, called the Saudi 
story a “calculated admission”.

Congressman Adam Schiff, a 
California Democrat, called on 
Congress to hold Saudi Arabia ac-
countable if Trump does not.

“The announcement that Jamal 
Khashoggi was killed while brawl-
ing with a team of more than a doz-
en dispatched from Saudi Arabia
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DAMASCUS (Dispatches) -- Air-
strikes by the U.S. in eastern Syria have 
killed at least 32 civilians in less than 24 
hours, a war monitor said.

Strikes on the village of Sousa killed 
18 civilians, including seven children, 
late on Thursday and 14 more civil-
ians on Friday, the so-called Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights said.

Dozens were wounded and many 
remained under the rubble in the vil-
lage, which is in the eastern Syrian 
province of Dayr al-Zawr near the 
Iraqi border, said Rami Abdel Rah-
man, who heads the London-based 
group.

Daesh overran large areas of Syria 
and neighboring Iraq in 2014, pro-
claiming a “caliphate” on the lands it 
controlled. The group has since lost 
most of that territory to various offen-
sives in both countries.

In Syria, the group has seen its 
presence reduced to parts of the vast 
Badia desert and a pocket in Dayr al-
Zawrr that includes Sousa.

While Daesh leader Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi’s whereabouts is un-
known, the so-called Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces - a Kurdish group that 
is backed by the U.S. - believe other 
“major leaders” are hiding out in the 
pocket, according to Dayr al-Zawr 
military council chief Ahmad Abu 
Khawla.

“Most of the frontline commanders 
in this pocket are Iraqis,” he told AFP 
last month.

The SDF launched an offensive 
last month to wrest the Dayr al-Zawr 
pocket from Daesh, and it has said 
the battle will likely take longer than 
expected.

Since 2014, the U.S. has taken direct 
responsibility for more than 1,100 ci-
vilian deaths in Syria and Iraq, but 
rights groups estimate the number to 
be much higher.

The so-called Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights says U.S.-
led strikes in Syria alone have killed 
more than 3,300 civilians.

Kabul (AFP) -- Nearly 170 Af-
ghans were killed or wounded in 
poll-related violence on Saturday, 
official figures showed, as the leg-
islative election turned chaotic 
with many polling centers open-
ing hours late -- or not at all -- 
due to technical glitches and lack 
of staff.

In the latest attack, a suicide 
bomber blew himself up inside 
a Kabul polling centre, killing 
at least 15 people and wound-
ing 20, police said, taking the 
number of casualties across the 
Afghan capital to 19 dead and 
nearly 100 wounded.

There was no immediate claim 
of responsibility for the blast, 
but the Taliban said earlier it 
had carried out more than 300 
attacks on the “fake election” 
across the war-torn country.

Violence also disrupted voting 
in the northern city of Kunduz 
where a senior health official 
told AFP three people died and 
39 were wounded after more 
than 20 rockets rained down on 
the provincial capital.

An Independent Election 
Commission (IEC) employee 
was killed and seven others 
were missing after the Taliban 
attacked a polling centre several 
kilometers from Kunduz city, 
destroying ballot boxes, provin-
cial IEC director Mohammad 
Rasoul Omar said.

Eight explosions were re-
corded in the eastern province 
of Nangarhar, with two people 
killed and five wounded, the 
provincial governor’s spokes-
man said.

The interior ministry put the 
overall casualty toll -- including 
civilians and security forces -- 
slightly lower at 160, with 27 ci-
vilians killed and 100 wounded.

There were 193 attacks across 
the country, which the ministry 
said was half the number re-
corded on the day of the 2014 
presidential election.

Initial figures showed at least 
1.5 million voters turned up at 
polling centers in 27 provinces, 
election organizers said -- a 
fraction of the nearly nine mil-

lion voter registrations. Many 
voters waited hours for the 
doors to open.

Most polling sites opened late 
after teachers employed to han-
dle the voting process failed to 
show up on time, said the IEC.

The election commission, 
which has been skewered over 
its shambolic preparations for 
the long-delayed ballot, said 
they would extend voting until 
Sunday for 371 polling centers 
after hiccups with voter registra-
tion lists, biometric verification 
devices and staffing.

University student Moham-
mad Alem said he felt “frus-
trated” after spending more than 
three hours trying to vote in the 
northern city of Mazar-i-Sharif, 
only to discover his name was 
not on the registration list.

“There also were some prob-
lems with the biometric devices 
because they were already run-
ning out of charge,” he said.

After waiting four hours at a 
polling centre, Tabish Forugh 
tweeted he had not seen “even 

remotely similar... chaos” at 
previous elections.

The parliamentary election is 
more than three years late and 
only the third since the fall of 
the Taliban in 2001.

Turnout was likely affected 
after the Taliban issued several 
warnings in the days leading up 
to the poll calling on candidates 
to withdraw from the race and 
for voters to stay home.

Hundreds of people were 
killed or wounded in the months 
before the poll.

The killing of a powerful po-
lice chief in the southern prov-
ince of Kandahar on Thursday 
further eroded confidence in the 
ability of security forces to pro-
tect voters.

Voting in Kandahar has been 
delayed by a week following the 
attack.

Despite the risks, President 
Ashraf Ghani urged “every Af-
ghan, young and old, women and 
men” to exercise their right to vote, 
after casting his ballot in Kabul.

(Continued on Page 7)

Assad Meets Russian Officials in Damascus 

MOSCOW (Reuters) -- Syrian President Bashar Assad 
met representatives of Russia’s foreign and defense min-
istries in Damascus Friday, Russia’s foreign ministry 
said in a statement Saturday.

During the meeting, they discussed development of 
situation in Syria and reaffirmed their commitment to 
the “destruction of terrorist presence” and advancement 
towards a long-term political settlement in the interest 
of all Syrians.  
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Turkey to ‘Reveal Whatever Happened’ in Khashoggi Murder 

ISTANBUL (AFP) -- Turkey vowed Saturday to reveal 
all details of the death of journalist Jamal Khashoggi af-
ter Saudi Arabia admitted he was killed at the kingdom’s 
Istanbul consulate, state media reported.

“Turkey will reveal whatever had happened. Nobody 
should ever doubt about it,” said Omer Celik, spokes-
man for the ruling Justice and Development Party 
(AKP), the Anadolu news agency reported.

U.S. Airstrikes Kill Dozens 
of Civilians in Eastern Syria

U.S. President Trump has rallied behind Saudi Arabia’s young crown prince, Muhammad bin Salman, 
saying the kingdom’s explanation about the Khashoggi affair is “credible”.

Violence Rocks Afghanistan on Election Day 

TEHRAN (Press TV) -- Ira-
nian President Hassan Rouhani 
on Saturday accepted resigna-
tions of Minister of Roads and 
Urban Development Abbas Ak-
houndi and Minister of Indus-
try, Mine and Trade Muham-
mad Shariatmadari.

Rouhani also appointed Mu-
hammad Eslami and Reza 
Rahmani as the caretaker min-
isters of road and industry, re-
spectively.  

Akhoundi released his res-
ignation letter to the public 
earlier on Saturday, citing 
disagreements on urban rede-
velopment as the main reason 
behind his decision.

In the letter, dated back to 
September 1 and addressed 
to Rouhani, Akhoundi an-
nounced his resignation and 
asked him to accept it.

Akhoundi said he apparently 
could not implement an “ef-
fective” plan on urban rede-
velopment and criticized inter-
ference of President Rouhani’s 
administration in the country’s 
economic situation consider-
ing the ongoing circumstanc-
es.

He added that he opposed the 
way the Rouhani administra-
tion confronts U.S. sanctions 
as the president’s methods vio-
late the principles of the Con-
stitution, respect for the right 
of ownership and a competi-
tive market.

He said he had resigned on 
three previous occasions and 

asked Rouhani to accept his 
resignation before October 22.

The Iranian minister of roads 
and urban development sur-
vived two impeachment bids 
by parliament once in Febru-
ary and the other in March 
after securing votes of confi-
dence from lawmakers.

The embattled minister was 
being grilled over a number of 
issues, including a train colli-
sion that killed 45 people in the 
north-central province of Sem-
nan on November 25, 2016. 
Some lawmakers blamed Ak-
houndi’s mismanagement for 
the deadly crash.

Some 103 others were also 
injured in the deadly collision 
of two passenger trains.

Akhoundi was also blamed 
for a deadly passenger plane 
crash that killed all 66 people 
on board in the southwestern 
city of Yasuj on February 18, 
2018.

Other controversial issues 
during the minister’s tenure 
included a national housing 
project, which was stopped 
under Akhoundi, who called 
it nonsense, and deals for pur-
chasing airliners from Western 
plane makers.

Some lawmakers believed 
that considering the situation 
of the country’s roads and 
railroad transport, purchasing 
new planes was not a priority, 
as land transportation needed 
more attention from the min-
istry.
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