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“To see your enemy plunging in acts of disobedience to God because of 
you is a sufficient victory from God to you.”
Thus spoke the Victorious Survivor of the bloodcurdling tragedy of Karbala, 
who today on the 12th of Muharram – according to a narration – departed 
in triumph from the mortal world on being fatally poisoned by yet another 
Godless Omayyad caliph (Walid ibn Abdul-Malik) 34 years after his father, 
Imam Husain (AS), achieved the greatest ever victory in martyrdom.
These acts of disobedience of God by their dastardly enemies are undoubtedly 
the most glorious victories for the Prophet’s Ahl al-Bayt. True to the promise 
of God, the Chosen of God are triumphant in every sphere of life as their 
devilish opponents damn themselves to perfidy by indulging in the most 
inhuman acts against them. 
Yazid, a bestial infidel who was propelled to the political apex of the Muslim 
world by the highly questionable system of caliphate that had its roots in the 
scandalous gathering of Saqifa Bani Sa’da and was a brazen violation of the 
letter and spirit of the holy Qur’an as well as the express commandments of 
Prophet Muhammad (SAWA), thought of obliterating Islam by massacring 
the Prophet’s righteous heir and almost all members of the Prophet’s blessed 
Household. 
In a vain bid to erase from public minds any sanctity of the Ahl al-Bayt, 
he had the survivors of the heart-wrenching Tragedy of Karbala, including 
womenfolk and children of the Prophet’s family, dragged in chains and 
imprisoned as captives. 
His brutality, however, badly backfired, thanks to the son and sister of Imam 
Husain (AS) who, although in fetters, carried the battle to the enemy’s camp 
and exposed the hypocrisy of the Umayyads in their own capital, Damascus. 
On the late afternoon of the 10th Muharram, 61 AH (680 AD), when the bed-
ridden Imam Zain al-Abedin (AS), awoke to the ghastly sight of his father’s 
head mounted on a lance, he immediately saluted the Martyr of Karbala with 
tearful eyes and a choking voice. 
This was indeed a victory for the Ahl al-Bayt for having successfully passed 
the divine test of martyrdom. The evening of Ashura with all its heartrending 
scenes of the burning of the encampment of the Prophet’s Household by the 
Omayyad hordes and their looting of whatever meagre worldly things the 
noble children and womenfolk possessed, was sufficient success in the tests 
ordained by God for Imam Zain al-Abedin (AS).
The next morning brought more success to the 4th Infallible Heir of Prophet 
Muhammad (SAWA) and his equally patient aunt, Hazrat Zainab (AS), as the 
cowardly enemies plunged deeper and deeper into the abyss of the inferno 
by chaining and fettering him and the rest of survivors of the tragedy, for 
presentation at the court of the despicable governor of Kufa, Obaydollah ibn 
Ziyad.
The sermons in Damascus, of the aunt and the nephew, who vanquished the 
tyrant Yazid by exposing him and his sires in their true heathen colours, are 
outside the scope of this brief newspaper column. 
Following his return to the outskirts of Medina, for the next 34 years of his 
life the 4th Imam witnessed triumph after greater triumph in spreading the 
Word of God through prayers, supplications, admonitions, and definition of 
social and individual rights, including the rights of our own bodily parts upon 
us, while silently suffering the suffocating atmosphere, as caliph after caliph 
marched into the fires of hell by indulging in the most abominable sins that 
included Yazid’s massacre of the men of Medina and the storming of the holy 
Ka’ba in Mecca.
Next followed the almost decade long terrorizing of the Muslim ummah, 
coupled with pressures, threats and near torching alive of the male members 
of the noble Bani Hashem clan by the despicable Abdullah ibn Zubayr, who 
masqueraded as caliph in Arabia and Iraq, until he died an ignominious 
death in 73 AH near the holy Ka’ba which was burned down in the process 
by the infidel Hajjaj, whose bloody crimes against humanity, revived and 
strengthened the demonic hold on the Muslims of the self-styled Omayyad 
caliph, Abdur-Malik ibn Marwan. 
Imam Zain al-Abedin (AS) had to endure more trampling of the shari’ah of 
his ancestor the Prophet, as Arab armies swept towards the Atlantic coast of 
Africa and into Spain in the west, while in the east, they burst with savagery 
on Sindh and the lands beyond the Jaxartes River in Central Asia, while 
placing a ban on the conquered people from becoming Muslim, so that the 
regime will not be deprived of jizya levied by them on the non-Muslims.
Could there be a greater violation of the letter and spirit of the holy Qur’an?
The regime viewed him as a thorn, and thus in the year 95 AH (713 AD), the 
4th Imam was poisoned by Waleed ibn Abdul-Malik. 
He left the world as the victorious martyr at the age of 57, but not before 
ensuring that the genuine teachings of the Book of God and the Sunnah of the 
Prophet would be carried on triumphantly after him by his son and successor, 
Imam Muhammad al-Baqer (AS), who in turn would bequeath this salvaging 
legacy to his son, Imam Ja’far as-Sadeq (AS) and subsequently grandson and 
progeny, with the last of them to rise in the end times – by the Will of God 
– as Qa’em al-Mahdi (AS) to herald the grand victory of truth and Islam by 
establishing the global government of peace, prosperity and justice. 
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Condolences on the Martyrdom Anniversary of Imam Zain al-Abedin (AS)

KABUL (Dispatches) – Several 
millions of people performed mourn-
ing rituals on Thursday to mark 
Ashura, amid heightened measures 
in many places to protect against ter-
rorist attacks.

Red and green banners fluttered 
in some neighborhoods in Kabul, 
the Afghan capital, while armed 

volunteer groups stood guard at 
mosques and major intersections.

Attacks in recent years targeting 
the country’s mainly Shia Hazara 
minority have been claimed by an 
affiliate of Daesh, and worsening 
security has led to a sharp reduc-
tion in large public gatherings.

In Bangladesh, a majority Mus-

lim nation of 160 million, where 
Takfiri terrorists have targeted Shia 
shrines and mosques over the past 
few years, authorities said they had 
tightened security.

“Although there is no specific 
threat, we have taken all possible 
measures to avoid any unexpected 
incidents,” said Asaduzzaman Mia, 

the chief of metropolitan police in 
Dhaka, the capital.

Ashura falls on the 10th day of 
the lunar calendar month of Mu-
harram and commemorates the 
martyrdom in 680 AD of Imam 
Hussein Ibn Ali (AS), one of the 
grandsons of Prophet Muhammad 
(Peace be upon Him), near Karbala 
in what is now Iraq.

Mourners mark the event with 
large public rituals to highlight the 
sufferings of Imam Hussein (AS) 
and his companions, whose mar-
tyrdom symbolizes a wider strug-
gle against oppression and tyranny.

“It is not just a ritual, but also an 
occasion to confess the mistakes 
we have made in the past,” said 
Humayan Kabir, a Shia Muslim in 
the old part of Dhaka.

In India, Shia Muslims were mak-
ing preparations to mark the event 
on Friday, in line with the custom-
ary sighting of the moon.

“We enact the battle of Karbala 
and want to show that if we had 
been there we would have fought 
alongside Hussein and his family,” 
said Nasir Hussain, a resident of 
the disputed Himalayan region of 
Kashmir.

(Continued on Page 7)

DAR ES SALAAM (Dispatches) 
-- At least 136 people have died after 
a passenger ferry capsized in Lake 
Victoria, Tanzanian police said Fri-
day. 

It is believed the ferry was carry-
ing more than 300 people despite 
the vessel only having capacity for 
100. 

The ferry MV Nyerere capsized 
close to the pier on Ukara Island 
on Africa’s largest lake on Thurs-
day when passengers rushed to one 
side to disembark as it approached 
the dock.

Tanzania’s top police official 
Simon Sirro said on Friday that 
at least 136 bodies have been re-
trieved and scores more were still 

feared missing as rescuers searched 
for survivors on the morning after 
the disaster.

Thirty-seven people had been res-
cued from the sea, Jonathan Shana, 
the regional police commander for 
the port of Mwanza on the south 
coast of the lake told Reuters by 
phone on Friday.

Shana said more rescuers had 
joined the operation when it re-
sumed at daylight on Friday. 
He did not give exact numbers. 
Mwanza governor John Mongella 
said: “Operations are continuing.” 

The state broadcaster cited wit-
nesses reporting that more than 
200 people had boarded the ferry at
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BEIRUT (Dispatches) -- Hez-
bollah Secretary-General Sayyed 
Hasan Nasrallah said that the oc-
cupying regime of Israel will be in 
for a surprise if it decides to wage 
a war on Lebanon, during a speech 
broadcast live to crowds commem-
orating Ashoura in Beirut’s south-
ern suburbs Thursday.

“The resistance has precision 
and non-precision missiles in 
their possession. If Israel wages 
a war on Lebanon, they will face 
a situation they would have never 
expected,” Nasrallah said.

The Zionist regime this month 
acknowledged carrying out more 
than 200 strikes over the past 18 
months in Syria, where Hezbol-
lah fights alongside the govern-
ment against foreign-backed ter-

rorists. 
Israel has said it is working to 

stop Hezbollah from acquiring 
sophisticated arms.

“ No matter what you do to cut 
the route, it has been done. The 
resistance now owns precision 
missiles” as part of its weaponry, 
Nasrallah said, adding “attempts 
in Syria to block the way towards 
this (missile) capability” have 
failed. 

On Wednesday, Nasrallah said 
Israeli claims to have targeted a 
shipment to Hezbollah in Syria’s 
Latakia province earlier this week 
were “lies”.

He said the occupying regime of 
Israel is using Iran and Hezbollah 
as an “excuse” while really aiming
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Saudi Trying to Curb War Crimes Probe: HRW
GENEVA (AFP) -- Saudi Arabia is trying shut down a UN-

backed war crimes investigation in Yemen, Human Rights 
Watch said Friday, calling it a “blatant attempt to avoid scru-
tiny” of its conduct in the country. The group’s allegations are 
backed by rival resolutions on Yemen proposed at the ongoing 
session of the United Nations Human Rights Council in Ge-
neva. A resolution led by a group of European countries and 
Canada calls for a one-year extension of the inquiry that last 
month reported evidence of possible war crimes by all sides in 
Yemen, including the Saudi-led coalition.
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FMs of Iran, Russia, Turkey to Meet
ISTANBUL (Reuters) -- The foreign ministers of Turkey, 

Russia and Iran will hold a meeting in New York to discuss 
Syria, Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu was 
quoted as saying by state-run Anadolu news agency Friday.

Turkey and Russia announced an agreement on Monday 
under which Russian and Turkish troops will enforce a new 
demilitarized zone in Syria’s Idlib region. Cavusoglu is ex-
pected to join President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in attending 
the United Nations General Assembly meeting in New York 
next week. 

At Least 136 Killed in Ferry 
Disaster in Tanzania 

Mourners mark Ashura with a massive ritual held at a square in Zanjan, northwest Iran on Sept. 20, 2018. 
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TEHRAN (Dispatches) – Iran’s 
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps 
(IRGC) and army carried out a joint 
aerial military drill in the Persian 
Gulf on Friday in what official media 
said indicated the “pounding reply” 
that awaited the country’s enemies.

Tehran has suggested in recent 
weeks that it could take military 
action in the Persian Gulf - the pas-
sageway for nearly a third of all oil 
traded by sea - to block it in retali-
ation for U.S. sanctions intended to 
halt its sales of crude.

“In addition to a show of strength, 
this ceremony is a message of 
peace and friendship for friendly 
and neighboring countries,” Colo-
nel Yousef Safipour, the deputy 
commander of the army for public 
relations said.

“And if the enemies and arrogant 
powers have an eye on the borders 
and land of Islamic Iran they will 
receive a pounding reply in the 
fraction of a second.”

Mirage, F-4 and Sukhoi-22 jets 
took part in the exercise on Friday, 

according to IRNA. Five logistics 
and combat helicopters are also 
taking part in the exercise over the 
Persian Gulf waters and the Sea of 
Oman.

The Islamic Republic has a large 
naval military drill, including ap-
proximately 600 naval vessels, 
planned on Saturday, IRNA re-
ported.

The exercise is part of annual 
manifestations on the anniversary 
of the start of the eight-year war 
Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein 

launched against Iran in 1980.
Separately, a prominent Iranian 

cleric said Friday that the time had 
come for the occupying regime of 
Israel to say goodbye.  

“Mr. Netanyahu, you and your 
intelligence services know well 
that the time to say goodbye has ar-
rived and what position of strength 
the resistance of Hezbollah and 
the people of Gaza are in,” Hassan 
Abu-Torabi Fard, the temporary 
Friday prayers leader in Tehran, 
said.

IRGC, Army Begin Drill in Southern Waters 


