Heartfelt Condolences on Anniversary of the Heartrending Tragedy of Karbala

Turkey, Iran Plan Joint Bank: Report

ANKARA (Dispatches) -- Turkey is reportedly looking
into a plan to establish a joint bank with Iran to process
their transactions in local currencies, Turkish represen-
tative chairman of Iran-Turkey Business Council Umit
Kiler wrote on Diinya newspaper,

The plan will be put on the agenda of the Iranian and
Turkish governments in the near future, he said, stressing
that the move would be crucial in promoting economic

J?onds between Tehran and Ankara.
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The Never-Ending Saga
of Imam Husain (AS)

By: Seyyed Ali Shahbaz

“Indeed, anyone joining me (in Karbala) will attain martyrdom, while
anyone who does not join me will not attain victory.”

This is what Imam Husain (AS) remarked, as the bloodthirsty hordes of
Yazid closed in upon him in Karbala from all directions, eventually cutting
his access to the waters of the River Euphrates on the assumption that thirst
and hunger would make the grandson of the Almighty’s Last and Greatest
Messenger, Prophet Muhammad (SAWA), yield to their illogical demand
of giving pledge of allegiance to the Godless rule of the self-styled caliph,
Yazid ibn Mu’awiyya.

They were totally wrong. It is not that they did not know whom they were
opposing!

In his own words on the Day of Ashura, the Immortal Martyr of Karbala
said:

“Am I not the son of your Prophet’s daughter — Hazrat Fatema Zahra
(SA)? Is not my father — Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali ibn Abi
Taleb — the “wasi” (vicegerent or testamentary legatee) of your Prophet
and his cousin and the first person, who expressed belief in Allah and
confirmed what was brought by His Prophet? Is the Doyen of Martyrs
Hamza ibn Abdul Muttalib not the uncle of my father? Is the martyr
Ja’far ibn Abi Taleb whom God has given two wings to fly with the angels
in paradise, not my uncle? Have you not heard that the Prophet has said
about me and my brother — Imam Hasan (AS): “These two sons of mine
are the chiefs of the young men of Paradise?”

The Omayyad hordes baying for his innocentblood, sheepishly acknowledged
whatever he said, yet persisted in putting pressures of all sorts upon him in
the vain hope that his surrender — or death — would bring them rewards in the
form of wealth, land grants, political posts, or the governorship of the rich
province of Rayy (extending in those days from the Alborz Mountain Range
north of modern Tehran to Kashan and Isfahan).

The Imam continued in his address: “By Allah I will not pledge allegiance
to these people like weak and mean persons and will not flee the battlefield
like slaves while fighting against the rascals. I seek refuge in Allah from
the mischief of you people and of every arrogant person who does not
believe in the Day of Judgment.”

The Omayyad forces opposing him, failed to heed his wise words that real
victory lies in martyrdom in the way of Allah. It means those who would kill
him; severe his head; mount it in on a lance, parade it through the streets of
Kufa and Damascus (with his children and womenfolk bound in ropes and
chains walking behind), will not get anything in return.

A day earlier on the 9" of Muharram the Imam had held parleys with Omar
ibn Sa’d, the Commander of the Omayyad forces and the son of Sa’d ibn
Abi Waqqas, who was supposed to be a senior companion of the Prophet.
Imam Husain (AS) asked him the reason for the hostility but did not receive
any convincing answers from that weak and cowardly person, who made
several lame excuses, initially saying he feared his own life if he disobeyed
the libertine Yazid’s tyrannical governor of Iraq, Obaidollah ibn Ziyad. When
the Imam invited him towards lasting felicities, with the promise of paradise
in afterlife, the short-sighted Omar said the Omayyads had promised to
reward him with governorship of Rayy in Iran, for doing their bidding.
After a lengthy discussion which had no effect on Ibn Sa’d, the Imam got
up saying: “You are not destined to taste even a single grain of the wheat
of Rayy.”

How true. A few years later, Omar ibn Sa’d perished like a miserable dog,
killed by his own conscientious brother-in-law (wife’s brother), Mukhtar ibn
Abi Obayda Thaqafi who avenged the innocent blood of Imam Husain (AS)
by bringing to justice the principal perpetrators of the heartrending tragedy
of Karbala.

Imam Husain (AS), who fulfilled the Great Sacrifice (“Zibhin Azeem” —
holy Qur’an 37:107) that had ransomed Prophet Ishmael in antiquity, thus
stands for all times as the “Beacon of Light and the Ark of Salvation”— true
to the words of his grandfather.

As Heir of the missions of the prophets of the past (Adam, Noah, Abraham,
Moses and Jesus), and as the Legatee of his grandfather, father and elder
brother, he was the divinely-designated Imam of mankind of his age.

It means Imam Husain (AS) was not one of those caliphs thrust upon
Muslims by a comrade (Saqifa Bani Sa’da); or supposedly nominated on
deathbed by a questionable predecessor (without any evidence or legal
authority); or chosen by a council of dubious persons.

His authority was God-given. This is the reason eternal victory belongs
to the Martyr of Karbala, while those who oppose him in every age and
place, discourage pilgrimage to his holy shrine, destroy the holy shrines
of his brother, son, grandson and great-grandson in Medina’s Sacred Baqi
Cemetery, persecute his followers, cannibalistically eat raw their organs,
and massacre Hajj pilgrims in the most inviolable of all places, may rule for
a certain period, but will eventually be wiped out — as was the case of Yazid
and the Omayyads.

I end this brief column with another immortal phrase from Imam Husain
(AS) which should serve as food for thought for all humanity — including
those misled elements claiming to be Muslim but violating the letter and
spirit of the holy Qur’an through acts of terrorism and wars against fellow
Muslims.

\“If you do not have faith, at least be freemen in your worldly affairs.”
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Iran’s Salehi to IAEA Meeting:

U. S. Ominous Move to Affect Security

Head of the Iranian Atomic Energy Organization Ali Akbar Salehi attends the lecture “Iran after the agree-
ment: Hopes & Concerns” in Vienna, Austria, September 28, 2016.

VIENNA (Dispatches) -- The
U.S. withdrawal from the nucle-
ar deal struck between Iran and
major powers is “doomed” to se-
riously affect peace and security
in the Middle East, Iran’s atomic
chief said on Monday.

President Donald Trump an-
nounced in May that Washing-
ton was pulling out of the deal,
which lifted sanctions against
Tehran in exchange for restric-
tions on Iran’s nuclear energy
program. Many fear the U.S.
withdrawal will lead to the
deal’s collapse.

“As discerned almost unani-

mously by the international
community, this ominous move
is doomed to have serious re-
percussions for the internation-
al and regional peace and se-
curity,” the head of the Atomic
Energy Organization of Iran,
Ali Akbar Salehi, told an annual
UN nuclear agency meeting.
Some U.S. sanctions lifted un-
der the deal have already been
put back in place while others
are due to resume in Novem-
ber. European powers have
scrambled to protect Iranian
oil revenues and shield compa-
nies from the U.S. measures to

Iran Committed to Protecting
Civilians in Idlib

TEHRAN (Dispatches) --
Iran said Monday it is commit-
ted to protecting civilians if its
Syrian regime ally launches a
full-scale offensive on the coun-
try’s last terrorist stronghold of
Idlib province.

“The humanitarian issue is of
significant importance to us,”
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Bahram Qhasemi told journal-
ists in Tehran.

“In line with our policy of
fighting terrorism and reclaim-
ing Syria’s territorial integrity,
we are highly determined to
solve the Idlib issue so that
the people are not harmed,” he
added.

Tehran is a key backer of Syr-
ian President Bashar Assad in
the country’s seven-year con-
flict, and has said it is ready to

support an assault by govern-
ment forces on the terrorist-
held province.

Iran, Russia and Turkey met
at a Tehran summit on Sept. 7
to discuss the expected offen-
sive against Idlib.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin and his Turkish coun-
terpart Recep Tayyip Erdogan
were due to meet on Monday
to continue the talks.

Putin was quoted in the first
report emerging from the
meeting that the two sides had
agreed to set up a “demilita-
rized zone” along the Idlib
border.

Before their meeting, Erdo-
gan said a joint statement due
to be made after his meeting
with Putin on the crisis in Syria

(Continued on Page 7)

keep them operating in Iran, but
many firms have pulled out re-
gardless.

“The international communi-
ty’s opposition to the U.S. with-
drawal ... does not nearly reflect
the deep anger at the American
unilateralism but also the con-
cerns about the extremely dif-
ficult situation in our immedi-
ate region with all its pervasive
chaos and the existing menace
of terrorism,” Salehi said in his
speech to the IAEA General
Conference.

At the conference, Salehi
clashed with the U.S. represen-

tative.

In a message delivered by
Energy Secretary Rick Perry,
Trump told the IAEA delegates
that Iran must be “permanently
denied” any pathway to de-
veloping a nuclear program, a
remark that suggested Wash-
ington doesn’t want Iran to be
able to maintain even the token
enrichment capacity allowed
under the deal.

“The JCPOA was a flawed
deal that failed to address con-
tinued
Perry said.

The International Energy
Agency has warned of higher
oil prices as Iranian supply
losses deepen heading into No-
vember. Iranian officials have
cautioned their military may re-
strict passage through the Strait
of Hormuz -- the world’s most
important oil chokepoint -- if its
tankers aren’t allowed access to
world markets.

Iran continues to work with
Russia and China on upgrading
nuclear technologies and instal-
lations allowed under the deal,
according to Salehi, who said
the country will begin to expand
its Bushehr atomic power plant
from the third quarter of 2019.
Salehi told Europe that “now is
the time to uphold its commit-
ments” made under the nuclear

agreement.
(Continued on Page 7)

Iranian misconduct,”

Qil Prices Rise on Iran Fears
Despite U.S. Assurances

LONDON (Reuters) -- Oil
prices rose on Monday as inves-
tors focused on the impact of U.S.
sanctions on Iran despite assur-
ances by Washington that Saudi
Arabia, Russia and the United
States could together raise out-
put fast enough to offset falling
supplies.

U.S. Energy Secretary Rick
Perry said in an interview with
Reuters on Friday that he did
not expect any price spikes and
that the world’s top three oil
producers could between them
raise global output in the next
18 months.

Brent crude oil was up 70
cents a barrel at $78.79 by 1345
GMT. U.S. light crude was up
55 cents at $69.54.

“Oil is pushing higher on

widespread expectations of
Iranian supply shortages,” said
Stephen Brennock, analyst at
London brokerage PVM Oil.

Iran’s oil exports have been
falling in recent months as more
buyers, including its second-
largest buyer India, cut imports
ahead of U.S. sanctions that
take effect in November. Wash-
ington aims to cut Iran’s oil
exports down to zero to force
Tehran to re-negotiate a nuclear
deal.

“Iranian crude oil export load-
ings have declined by 580,000
barrels per day in the past three
months,” Bank of America
Merrill Lynch analysts said in a
note to clients on Monday.

A leading Iranian official said
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