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TEHRAN (IFILM)-Iran short film “Gray Umbrella” 
has succeeded to receive Best Experimental Film Award 
at the 1st edition of Nova Frontier Film Festival in the 
U.S.

Directed by Mohmmad Poustindouz, the flick won 
Best Experimental Film Award from the American 
film event.

Based on a loose adaptation of a short story by 
Argentinean writer Fernando Sorrentino, called 
“There’s a Man in the Habit of Hitting me on the 
Head with an Umbrella”, the “Gray Umbrella” is the 
story of a man with a bad habit, until a man with an 
umbrella enters his life.

Nova Frontier Film Festival and Lab is a timely 
narrative, documentary and experimental Film Festival 
committed to showcasing the works of filmmakers 

and artists from and about the African Diasporas, 
Middle East, Latin America, and Caribbean.

The 2018 edition of the event was held on September, 
7-9, 2018, in Brooklin, the U.S.

TEHRAN (IFP)-Iranian graphic 
artist Carmel Maleki, who was 
expected to represent Iran in an 
international event to reconstruct the 
quake-hit city of L’Aquila in Italy, 
has been denied a visa to visit the 
European country.

Maleki is among the graphic 
artists who were picked up from 
across the world to take part in 

the international “Rebirth” project 
to reconstruct the Italian city of 
L’Aquila, which had been destroyed 
in a 2009 earthquake.  

The Rebirth project is a public 
effort to reconstruct the city of 
L’Aquila. The participating artists 
are set to design a monument for the 
city to replace the cathedral church 
of L’Aquila, which was destroyed 
during the earthquake.  

“The project is based on cultural 
exchanges. Eight artists from five 
countries – China, Finland, Italy, 
France and Iran – have been picked 
up to implement the project under 
the supervision of one of the most 
famous architects in the world,” 
Maleki said.

Elaborating on her design selected 
for the project, she said it is a 
combination of Iranian traditional 
painting and mythology.

“L’Aquila means eagle in Italian. 
That’s why I’ve used a portrait of 

an eagle in my design. The portrait 
of the eagle used to be among the 
main themes of our national flag in 
the past. Lotus is another symbol 
which I’ve used in my design. The 
flower is widely viewed as the 
symbol of growth and perfection. It 
is in line with the main message of 
the Rebirth project,” she said.

Carmel says she has also used a 
portrait of an Achaemenid guardian, 
a lion as the symbol of power and a 
horse as the symbol of health and 
happiness.

She cited Iran’s presence in the 
project as a significant development 
and said “I’ve used ancient Iranian 
symbols to show that all of the 
symbols used in today’s world 
are deeply rooted in our ancient 
culture.”

Arak seasonal flowers exhibition is underway in the industrial town of Arak and it will be open to visitors 
for the next thirty days. 
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 This Day in History
(September 15)

Today is Saturday; 24th of the Iranian month of Shahrivar 1397 solar hijri; 
corresponding to 5th of the Islamic month of Muharram 1440 lunar hijri; and 
September 15, 2018, of the Christian Gregorian Calendar.

Some 3,505 lunar years ago, on this day, by the command of God Almighty 
waters parted for Prophet Moses (AS) to cross into Sinai safely from Egypt 
along with the Israelites who had been enslaved by the Pharaoh. When the 
Pharaoh tried to pursue Moses, the waters merged and drowned him and his 
forces. Islam considers Moses one of the five great prophets – the others being 
Noah, Abraham, Jesus, and the last and greatest of them all, Prophet Mohammad 
(SAWA).

1379 lunar years ago, on this day in 61 AH, the forces of Yazid continued to 
converge upon Karbala in thousands, in a bid to pressure Imam Husain (AS) to 
surrender to the tyrannical Omayyad ruler. Obaidullah ibn Ziyad, the bloodthirsty 
governor of Iraq stationed a force of five-hundred horsemen under Zahr bin 
Qays on the Sadah Bridge on the Euphrates to prevent anyone from Kufa to join 
Imam Husain (AS) in Karbala. Amer ibn Salamah, a staunch follower of the Ahl 
al-Bayt of Prophet Mohammad (SAWA), who had the honour of accompanying 
Imam Ali (AS) to the battles imposed upon the Commander of the Faithful by 
the seditionists and hypocrites, dauntlessly attacked the forces of Zahr bin Qays 
and breaking through their ranks, rode fearlessly to Karbala to join Imam Husain 
(AS). Amer eventually drank the elixir of martyrdom on the Day of Ashura 
(Muharram 10) to sacrifice his life for the ideals of faith, justice, and piety, of 
the Prophet’s grandson. 

1024 solar years ago, on this day in 994 AD, the Fatemid Ismaili Shi’ite 
Muslim Dynasty of Egypt, North Africa, Syria and Hejaz won a major victory 
over the Byzantine Empire at the Battle of the Orontes near the river of the same 
name in what is now south-central Turkey. 

764 solar years ago, on this day in 1254 AD, the Venetian traveler, Marco Polo, 
was born. His travels are recorded in the book “Il Milione”, which introduced 
Italians and other Europeans to the rich culture and advanced civilizations of 
Iran, Central Asia and China. His accounts of use of paper money and coal as 
fuel were scoffed by Europeans. His father and uncle, Niccolo and Maffeo, had 
earlier travelled through Asia and met the Mongol Emperor, Kublai Khan, in 
China. He went with them on an epic journey to Asia, returning after 24 years to 
find Venice at war with Genoa. Marco was imprisoned and dictated his stories 
to a cellmate. He was released in 1299 and became a wealthy merchant. He died 
in 1324 at the age of 70. 

229 solar years ago, on this day in 1789 AD, US novelist, James Fenimore 
Cooper, was born in Burlington, New Jersey. He is best known for “The 
Pioneers” and “Last of the Mohicans”. His famous quote: “The press, like fire, 
is an excellent servant, but a terrible master.” He died in 1851.

197 solar years ago, on this day in 1821 AD, Guatemala, El Salvador, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica jointly declared independence from 
Spain, following the fall of Spain to French emperor, Napoleon Bonaparte. 

194 lunar years ago, on this day in 1246 AH, the prominent Indian Islamic 
scholar, Allamah Mir Hamed Hussain Musavi, was born in a religious family. He 
was the son of Mir Mohammad Quli Musavi Kintoori, the author of “Burhan 
as-Sa`adah”, which is a refutation of the 7th Chapter of the seditious book 
of Shah Abdul-Aziz Dehlavi against the beliefs of the Ahl al-Bayt of Prophet 
Mohammad (SAWA) titled “Tuhfeye- Ithna Ashariyyah”. Well versed in 
theology, hadith, and other Islamic sciences, Hamed Hussain devoted his entire 
life to research and writing, for which he travelled around the Islamic world and 
browsed whole libraries. He authored several books, his magnum opus being the 
voluminous “Abaqaat al-Anwaar” on merits of Prophet Mohammad’s (SAWA) 
Ahl al-Bayt, as mentioned in the holy Qur’an by God Almighty and the Hadith. 

188 solar years ago, on this day in 1830 AD, William Huskisson, a British 
statesman became the first railway fatality while observing the ceremonial 
procession of locomotives at the opening of the Liverpool and Manchester 
railway. He was one of the dignitaries riding in a special carriage pulled by 
the leading locomotive, the Northumbrian. Partway along the line, while the 
Northumbrian stopped to take on water, the passengers stood by the rails to 
observe the procession of other locomotives passing on the parallel line. 
Huskisson stumbled and fell in the path of the Rocket locomotive, and was 
run-over. 

136 solar years ago, on this day in 1882 AD, British forces led by General 
Wolseley entered Cairo two days after crushing the nationalist uprising under 
Ahmad Uraibi, and on the pretext of protecting Khedive Towfiq Pasha (declared 
traitor to country and religion by al-Azhar), they virtually occupied Egypt, in 
particular to have complete monopoly over the Suez Canal. 

130 lunar years ago, on this day in 1310 AH, the prominent Iranian scholar 
Mullah Ahmad Fazel-e Naraqi, passed away. He was born in Azarbaijan 
Province, northwestern Iran, and studied at the famous seminary of holy Najaf 
in Iraq under such great scholars as Sheikh Morteza Ansari. Following his return 
to Iran, he groomed a large number of students. He has left behind numerous 
books on various topics including an exegesis of the holy Qur’an

102 solar years ago, on this day in 1916 AD during World War I tanks were 
used for the first time in warfare at the Battle of the Somme in France by both 
sides – the Germans and the Anglo-French alliance. The battle was one of the 
largest of World War I, in which more than one million men were wounded or 
killed, making it one of humanity’s bloodiest battles.

102 solar years ago, on this day in 1916 AD, Romanian researcher, Constantin 
Virgil Gheorghiu, was born. He conducted extensive research in different fields, 
including Islam. The book: “Mohammad, the Prophet of Islam” is one of his 
prominent works, which was welcomed in the World of Islam, especially in Iran. 
Among his other books, is “The 25th Hour”. He died in 1992.

60 solar years ago, on this day in 1958 AD, for the first time in the history 
of Medicine, the virus of Trachoma was identified, setting the stage for its 
treatment since it was the cause of blindness of thousands of people around 
the world. The virus was identified by the two English physicians, L H Collier, 
and J Sowa.

31 solar years ago, on this day in 1987 AD, prominent Iranian astrologer, 
Habibollah Nojoumi, passed away at the age of 72. Born in Shiraz in a family 
of astrologers that for the past three generations were publishing the astrological 
calendar, he started studying astrology from his father since the tender age of 
9 years. At the age of 25 years, following the death of his father, he personally 
calculated, computed and published his first astrological calendar.  

27 solar years ago, on this day in 1991 AD, Macedonia, in southeastern 
Europe, gained its independence. 

24 lunar years ago, on this day in 1416 AH, Ayatollah Sheikh Mohammad 
Baqer Kamarei Khomeini passed away at the age of 96 and was laid to rest in the 
courtyard of the mausoleum of Hazrat Abdul-Aziz Hassani in Rayy. An expert 
in Arabic and Persian literature, in addition to exegesis of the holy Qur’an, 
hadith, jurisprudence, history, and theology, he authored some fifty books on 
various topics, and was socially active till the end of his life.

19 solar years ago, on this day in 1999 AD, Iranian historian and researcher, 
Dr. Abdul-Hussain Zarrinkoub, passed away due to a heart stroke at the age 
of 77. Among his books, mention can be made of “Familiarity with Literary 
Criticism”.

9 solar years ago, on this day in 2009 AD, Iraqi journalist, Muntazar az-
Zaidi, who won international fame on 14 December 2008, when he threw a 
pair of shoes at US president, George W. Bush, was released after nine months 
in prison. On release, he charged Iraqi security forces of torturing him with 
beatings, whippings and electric shocks.

Iranian graphic artist Carmel Maleki.

(Courtesy: IRIB English Radio – http://parstoday.com/en)

Iranian Artist Denied Visa to Take 
Part in L’Aquila Reconstruction

TEHRAN (IFILM)- Iranian Artists Forum hosts art troupe 
performing Tazieh (Persian passion play) in the courtyard of the 
Tehran-based building.

The shows by the artists from Kahrobaye Tazieh Center began 
on Tuesday and are set to run for ten nights.    

The group directed by Majid Khosroabadi is currently 
staging stories from the uprising of Imam Hussein (AS) and his 
companions against the oppressive Umayyad dynasty in 680 
AD.

Tazieh has been inscribed on the UNESCO List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Staging such dramatic plays is quite common in Iran during 
the Islamic lunar month of Muharram in which the martyrdom 
anniversary of the third Shia Imam is commemorated across 
the country. 

Artists Forum Mounts Persian 
Passion Play

‘Gray Umbrella’ Awarded at Nova 
Frontier Film Festival

LOS ANGELES (Dispatches)- 
For women, fat usually accumulates 
around the hips, resulting in a 
pear-shaped look. In men, fat tends 
to build up around the abdomen, 
creating an apple shape. According 
to a new mouse study, it’s healthier 
to be a pear than an apple.

A research team at the University 
of California, Riverside, has 
found that only male mice 
experienced neuroinflammation, 
or activation of the immune 
system’s response in the brain, 
after being fed a high-fat diet. 
While females were unaffected, 
males showed low testosterone 
and reduced sperm count, in 
addition to neuroinflammation.

Clinical studies have led 
researchers to believe females 
are protected against weight 
gain when they are young 
because of ovarian estrogen. 
The understanding has been 
that women gain weight after 
menopause because of a 
precipitous drop in estrogen, 
resulting in a decline in health 
parameters, including obesity.

“We addressed this assumption 
by removing ovaries in young 
mice,” said Djurdjica Coss, an 
associate professor of biomedical 
sciences in the UCR School of 
Medicine, who led the study. “We 
found that the mice proceed to gain 
weight when fed a high-fat diet, 
suggesting that ovarian hormones 
are indeed protective against 
weight gain. But we found, too, 
that these female mice exhibit 
neither neuroinflammation, 
nor changes in reproductive 
hormones, suggesting that they 
are protected by factors other 
than ovarian estrogen. This is a 
novel finding.”

The findings, derived from the 
mouse study, are likely to have 
applications in humans, Coss 
added.

Pears 
Healthier 

Than Apples


