
TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- Iran 
on Thursday dismissed France’s 
“concern” about its recent retalia-
tory missile strikes against terrorists 
based in Iraq’s semi-autonomous 
Kurdistan region, saying it will con-
tinue to neuter terror groups that 
pose a threat to its sovereignty.

“Iran has time and again made it 
clear by issuing necessary warn-
ings that it will keep clamping 
down on all shapes of terrorism 
and violence on its borders and that 
it will continue implementing this 
substantive policy,” Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Bahram Qasemi 
said.

His remarks came after France’s 
Foreign Ministry said it “strongly 
condemns” the Tuesday missile at-

tack by Iran’s Islamic Revolution 
Guards Corps (IRGC) against ter-
rorist targets in northern Iraq.

During the attack, which was 
carried out in retaliation for cross-
border incursions by Iraqi-based 
terrorists, the IRGC fired seven 
short-range missiles at a gathering 
of terrorist commanders, killing a 
number of them and destroying a 
militant training base in the pro-
cess.

The French Foreign Ministry said 
in a statement that it “reaffirms the 
importance of respecting Iraq’s 
sovereignty and reiterates its con-
cern over the development of Ira-
nian missile programs.”

Qasemi slammed France’s refusal 
to address terrorist attacks against 

Iran from the Iraqi side of the bor-
der in the past and called on Paris 
to be “more sensible.”

“Terrorism must be condemned 
regardless of how and where it 
takes place and without any po-
litical reservation,” he said, add-
ing countries cannot be selective in 
condemning terrorism.  

Referring to a terror attack in 
July that had martyred 11 Iranian 
guards near the border with Iraq, 
Qasemi said punishing the perpe-
trators and putting an end to such 
attacks is “the least that the Iranian 
nation expected.”

He said Tehran had long warned 
both Iraqi and Kurdish officials 
of terrorist activities taking place 

(Continued on Page 7)

TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- Iran says the Arab Ministe-
rial Quartet Committee’s recent accusations are in line with 
“Iranophobic” plots aimed at diverting global attention from 
the real supporters of war and terrorism in the region.

The Arab Ministerial Quartet Committee, which met in 
Cairo on the sidelines of an Arab League meeting, on Tues-
day accused Iran of meddling in the internal affairs of Arab 
countries and supporting and arming terrorist groups in the 
region.    

Foreign Ministry spokesman Bahram Qasemi said the 
accusations on the anniversary of the September 11, 2001 
attacks, in which several citizens of the committee’s mem-
ber states took part, is part of “a blame game and a futile 
attempt to deflect the world and the global public opinion 
from warmongering and their years-long support for terror-
ism and terrorist groups.”

“Members of the committee have issued such a statement 
while the consequences of their devastating war in Yemen 
have led to an unprecedented humanitarian catastrophe in 
the present history, and besides razing the infrastructure of 
the country it has caused famine, sickness, displacement 
and poverty of millions of innocent people,” Qasemi added.

Iran has always stood by regional countries in hard times 
when requested, he added.

“In our opinion, the allegations in this statement do more 
than anything stem from illusions and Iranophobic policies 
dictated to these countries, and they are groundless and lack 
any concrete or real evidence,” he said.  

Qasemir urged the Arab committee to respond to Iran’s 
initiatives for dialogue and cooperation in the region to re-
solve the problems instead of following Iranophobia poli-
cies. 

In the Name of the Most High

Viewpoint

Saudis, Khalifas Signing 
Own Death Verdict by 

Sacrileging Muharram Symbols
By: S. Nawabzadeh

While Muslims throughout the world, both Shi’a and Sunni, are commemorating the heart-
rending martyrdom of Imam Husain (AS) with mourning ceremonies and discourses on the his-
torical event in the month of Muharram in 61 AH (680 AD) that drew the permanent line between 
truth and falsehood, the minority Wahhabi cult that runs the fiefdom called Saudi Arabia which 
Britain created in 1932 for the desert brigand from Najd, Abdul-Aziz Aal-e Saud, has resumed 
its attacks on such gatherings.

The tents and other symbols associated with the immortal martyrs of Karbala that are set up 
each year at main squares to facilitate public participation in the mourning ceremonies in Qatif, 
Awamiyah and other towns and cities of the oil-rich Eastern Region by its Shi’a Muslim majority, 
are being razed and bulldozed by the regime’s forces.

Why are the Saudis alarmed at these peaceful religious gatherings where the holy Qur’an is 
recited, where preachers expound the fundamentals of faith, and where the audience moved by 
the sufferings endured by the Prophet’s grandson and his family, including the infant martyr Ali 
Asghar, for safeguarding Islam and humanitarian values, shed tears and often beat their own 
chests in grief (not those of others)? 

What is the totalitarian and unelected regime in Riyadh, which is the darling of the democratic 
West, especially that of the US, afraid of?

When it is relaxing its medieval tribal laws which have no connection with the Islamic shari’a 
as falsely claimed, by granting permission to women to drive cars and allowing non-Muslims 
to openly observe their rites, how come it is scared of the age-old rituals of the Eastern Region 
which the Najdis had seized during World War 1 on condition of returning it after a certain 
period (long expired) to its Shi’a Muslims who continue to be deprived of their own oil wealth?   

Do the Wahhabis – and the Aal-e Khalifa minority regime of Bahrain which is also indulging in 
similar blasphemy against the freedom-inspiring symbols of the tragedy of Karbala – hate fellow 
Muslims, or more properly Imam Husain (AS)?   

It is obvious the Saudis, who are mercilessly killing the Muslims of Yemen for the past three-
and-a-half years and are the evil minds behind the emergence of Takfiri terrorists for destabiliz-
ing Muslim countries from Nigeria to Afghanistan, have no answers to these questions.   

All Muslims, irrespective of their jurisprudential differences, hold the Prophet’s Ahl al-Bayt 
(Blessed Household) in high esteem in accordance with the ayahs of God’s Revealed Word – the 
Holy Qur’an – and the Hadith (statements) of the Messenger of Mercy.

They thus regard Imam Husain (AS) as the supreme symbol of the campaign against corrup-
tion and oppression, while the accursed perpetrator of the tragedy of Karbala, the Omayyad ruler 
Yazid, is considered by both Shi’a and Sunni Muslims as the incarnation of evil.

Every conscious non-Muslim, whether Christian, Hindu, Zoroastrian, Buddhist or Jew, is fully 
aware of these facts. Moreover, it is a common custom among these communities in many coun-
tries to pay tributes to Imam Husain (AS) in the month of Muharram for his epic of Ashura in 
bravely courting martyrdom rather than acknowledge the illegitimate rule of the tyrant Yazid.

Despite the recent campaign of the Zionist-controlled western media to portray Yazid as a 
“Sunni”, all Muslims, as well as knowledgeable non-Muslims, point out that he was a Godless 
infidel with no attachment to any humanitarian value, let alone religious belief, and was the 
embodiment of all devilish traits.

They also note that the term “Ahl as-Sunnah” (Followers of the Prophet’s practice and be-
haviour) did not exist during the 92-year rule of the Omayyad regime, and was formalized in 
the early Abbasid era, with emergence of the four Sunni Muslim Jurisprudential Imams – Abu 
Hanifa, Malek ibn Anas, Ahmad ibn Hanbal, and Idris as-Shafe’i – all of whom, either directly 
or indirectly, were students of Imam Husain’s (AS) great-grandson Imam Ja’far as-Sadeq (AS), 
whom Shi’a Muslims consider as the 6th Infallible Heir of the Prophet. 

Even Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, whose school of jurisprudence, the Wahhabi cult wrongly 
claims to follow, has openly cursed Yazid and paid homage to Imam Husain (AS) – tributes for 
whose Great Sacrifice (Zibhin Azim in the holy Qur’an) with emphasis that the Prophet himself 
had prophesied it with tears – is mentioned in all authoritative books of history and hadith of the 
Ahl as-Sunnsh including “Sihah as-Sitta” or the six canonical Hadith compilations. 

But who said the Wahhabi cult is a sect of Islam?
Didn’t Sheikh Ahmad at-Tayyeb, the Head of the Sunni World’s prestigious seat of learning, 

Egypt’s al-Azhar, didn’t say recently in 2016 that the Salafis (Wahhabis, Takfiris) are not part 
of the Ahl as-Sunnah, while it is permissible for Sunni Muslims of any of the Four Schools of 
Jurisprudence to practice Shi’a beliefs?

Kudos to President Bashhar al-Assad, whom the western media calls a ‘sectarian tyrant’ de-
spite the fact that he and his father President Hafez before him never imposed upon the Syrian 
people the laws of their Alawite sect but showed respect for Syria’s Sunni Muslim majority by 
joining them in congregational prayers and official observance of all state laws as per Sunni 
Hanafi jurisprudence.

In sharp contrast, neither the Aal-e Khalifa minority regime permits Bahrain’s Shi’a majority 
to practice the laws of the Ja’fari School of Jurisprudence, nor do the Saudis – whose Wahhabi 
cults makes hardly 12 percent of the population of the British-created entity – allow the esti-
mated 25 percent Shi’as as well as the Sunni Muslim majority to observe their respective Ja’fari, 
Hanafi, Shafe’i, Maleki and Hanbali laws.

The height of hypocrisy is the accusations in the western and Arab media of suppression of 
minorities in Iran when in fact the Islamic Republic constitution guarantees full religious rites, 
along with the political right to elect representatives of their own to the parliament, for not just 
Sunni Muslims but the Christians, Jews, and Zoroastrians.

The Saudi and Khalifa clans ought to know that the massive military and political support of 
the West cannot ensure their survival; for sooner than later they will fall for having committed 
the Yazid-like blasphemy of desecrating the symbols associated with the Leader of all Freemen, 
Imam Husain (AS).  
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Ministry Dismisses France’s ‘Concern’ Over Missile Attack: 

Iran’s Crackdown on 
Terrorist Groups to Continue Fight those who do not 

believe in Allah, nor in 
the latter day, nor do they 
prohibit what Allah and 
His Apostle have prohib-
ited, nor follow the religion 
of truth, out of those who 
have been given the Book, 
until they pay the tax in ac-
knowledgment of superior-
ity and they are in a state of 
subjection.

The Holy Qur’an (9.29)

Terrorists inspect rubble following an IRGC missile attack on their headquarters in Koysinjaq, northern Iraq.
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TEHRAN -- The embassy of 

Pakistan in Tehran has commemo-
rated the country’s Defense Day 
“to pay homage to the indomitable 

courage of the armed forces who 
fought valiantly” in their 1965 war 
with India, the embassy said in a 
statement. 

A reception was hosted by 
Ambassador of Pakistan to Iran 
Riffat Masood at her residence 
Wednesday, attended by ranking 
Iranian civil and military offi-
cials, ambassadors and members 
of the diplomatic corps, defense 
and military attaches, media per-
sons and members of Pakistani 
community. 

Welcoming the guests, Ambas-
sador Masood highlighted the 
significance of the day and paid 
tributes to the sacrifices of Paki-
stani armed forces, law enforce-
ment personnel and citizens to 
preserve peace, security and sta-
bility of Pakistan.    
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Ministry Rejects Arab League’s 
‘Iranophobic’ Claims 
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Embassy of Pakistan in Tehran Marks Defense Day  

Noon (Zohr)                       13:00

Evening(Maghreb)            19:30

Dawn(Fajr)“ Tomorrow”    05:22

Sunrise “Tomorrow”            06:47

PRAYER  TIMINGS

U.S. Senator 
Confirms MI6’s 
False-Flag Plot 

in Syria 
TEHRAN (Dispatches) – An 

Iranian diplomat has welcomed 
Virginia state Senator Richard 
Black’s confirmation of the Brit-
ish intelligence agency’s plans to 
launch a chemical attack in Syria 
and blame it on Damascus. 

“U.S. senator: Britain’s MI6 is 
planning a fake chemical weapons 
attack on Syria. This proves what 
has been said many times in the 
OPCW’s meetings,” Iran’s Ambas-
sador to the Netherlands Alireza 
Jahangiri tweeted on Thursday.

“If the world takes such state-
ments seriously, we will not see 
any disasters like the Iraq war,” 
he added.

Black told Beirut-based Al 
Mayadeen television channel 
last week that Britain’s MI6 in-
telligence service was planning a 
chemical weapons attack on the 
Syrian people, which it would 
then blame on President Bashar 
al-Assad.

“Around four weeks ago, we 
knew that British intelligence 
was working towards a chemical 
attack in order to blame the Syr-
ian government, to hold Syria 
responsible,” British daily the 
Independent quoted Black as 
saying.

Black said the British were 
planning to either direct terror-
ists or stage a phoney attack, 
with actors posing as victims.

Black also said some chemi-
cal attacks previously reported 
to have occurred in Syria were 
British fakes, pulled off with 
help from so-called volun-
teer first responders known as 
“White Helmets”.

“From what I can tell, they 
have been planning a fake at-
tack, not a genuine one, but one 
where they actually move peo-
ple out of a town and they have 
trained people to portray victims 
of a gas attack,” Black said in an 
interview with The Washington 
Post. “And the plan is to use the 
White Helmets who have always 
been involved in these notorious 
deceptions, to portray an attack.”

According to the Russian Cent-
er for Syrian Reconciliation, 
several Middle East TV chan-
nels and a U.S. news channel 
have been sent to Jisr al-Shughur 
in Syria’s Idlib province to pro-
duce a footage needed for the 
provocation.
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Pakistan’s Embassy in Tehran marked the country’s Defense Day, 
with ranking Iranian civil and military officials, ambassadors and 

members of the diplomatic corps, defense and military attaches, media 
persons and members of Pakistani community in Tehran attending the 

ceremony on Sept. 22, 2018.


