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and he had been appointed to the position by the head of Saudi Islamic 
Affairs in Washington, according to court documents. He was also an “ac-
credited diplomat” at the Saudi consulate there. The lawsuit accuses him of 
“orchestrating the U.S.-based support network” for Mihdhar and Hazmi.

The plaintiffs allege that Thumairy connected the pair with Bayoumi, a Sau-
di citizen who had been employed by the Saudi government since the 1970s 
and lived in San Diego after moving there in 1994 to study English on a gov-
ernment scholarship.

The lawsuit says Bayoumi, in turn, allegedly helped Mihdhar and Hazmi 
settle in San Diego, where he co-signed a lease for their apartment and put 
them in touch with Anwar al-Awlaki, a preacher who later came out in sup-
port of Al-Qaeda and was subsequently killed by a U.S. drone strike in Yemen 
in 2011.

The 9/11 Commission report says, “We do not know” how the hijackers met 
al-Awlaki.

Bayoumi allegedly also connected the hijacker to an individual from Aw-
laki’s congregation who provided further assistance.

“Based on these alleged facts, plaintiffs claim that Thumairy and Bayoumi 
were directed by someone within the Saudi embassy in Washington, DC, to 
help Hazmi and Midhar acclimate and settle in the United States to begin 
preparations for the 9/11 Attacks,”  Judge Daniels wrote in March.

The lawsuit says Bayoumi’s phone records show that he made calls to Saudi 
consulates in the U.S. 74 times between January and March 2000, coinciding 
with the hijackers arrival in the country. Thirty-four of those calls were made 
to the consulate in Los Angeles where Thumairy worked.

“These allegations, unrebutted by any contrary evidence from Saudi Arabia, 
are sufficient to create a reasonable basis for this court to exercise jurisdiction 
over the claims plaintiffs assert against Saudi Arabia to justify jurisdictional 
discovery to proceed as to Thumairy and Bayoumi,” Daniels wrote in his deci-
sion to reject Saudi Arabia’s motion to dismiss the lawsuit. 

Asked if there is evidence linking Saudi officials to the 9/11 attacks beyond 
the two hijackers who landed in California in 2000, Maloney’s answer was a 
“definitive yes,” but he refused to share the details.

“Eventually, it will come out; you will see, but I can’t go beyond that,” the 
lawyer said.
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 rollback of U.S. leadership in demanding accountability for gross abuses.
“Any U.S. action to scuttle ICC inquiries on Afghanistan and Palestine would 

demonstrate that the administration was more concerned with coddling serial 
rights abusers — and deflecting scrutiny of U.S. conduct in Afghanistan — than 
supporting impartial justice,” said Human Rights Watch.

The American Civil Liberties Union, which represents several people who claim 
they were detained and tortured in Afghanistan from 2003 to 2008 and could be 
victims or witnesses in any ICC prosecution, said Bolton’s threats were “straight 
out of an authoritarian playbook.”

“This misguided and harmful policy will only further isolate the United States 
from its closest allies and give solace to war criminals and authoritarian regimes 
seeking to evade international accountability,” the ACLU said.

Biggest...
(Continued From Page One)

disembarking from a large landing ship on a barren shore opposite Alaska.
This activity was part of the first stage of the exercise, which runs until Sept. 

17, the ministry said in a statement. It involved deploying additional forces to 
Russia’s far east and a naval buildup involving its Northern and Pacific fleets.

The main aim was to check the military’s readiness to move troops large dis-
tances, to test how closely infantry and naval forces cooperated, and to perfect 
command and control procedures. Later stages will involve rehearsals of both 
defensive and offensive scenarios.

Russia also staged a major naval exercise in the eastern Mediterranean this 
month and its jets resumed bombing the Syrian region of Idlib, the last major 
enclave of terrorists. 
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With Britain about to leave the bloc altogether in March and Europeans voting 
in European Parliament elections in May, the row over Hungary – and Poland, 
which faces a similar sanctions procedure launched by the executive European 
Commission in 2017 – highlights tensions between nationalist and federalist 
camps.

In France, where President Emmanuel Macron is campaigning for next year’s 
European elections in direct opposition to Orban, an Elysee source said the vote 
“was a good signal.” Judith Sargentini, the Dutch Greens lawmaker who steered 
the proposal through, said after the historic vote: “Viktor Orban’s government has 
been leading the charge against European values by silencing independent media, 
replacing critical judges, and putting academia on a leash.

“Individuals close to the government have been enriching themselves, their 
friends and family members at the expense of Hungarian and European taxpay-
ers,” she said. “The Hungarian people deserve better.”

Sargentini praised support for her motion from much of Orban’s European Peo-
ple’s Party in the chamber – the EPP includes Merkel’s Christian Democrats – and 
she called on governments in the EU’s Council to now take the unprecedented 
step of sanctioning a fellow member.

Orban had flown to Strasbourg personally on Tuesday to intervene in the debate, 
delivering a fiery speech that he would not give in to “blackmail” and describing 
the motion as an insult to Hungarians. But his failure to offer any compromise 
cost him support within the EPP, party officials said.

The group may now consider whether to suspend Orban’s Fidesz party. Szijjarto 
said Fidesz was committed to staying in the EPP but would seek ways to trans-
form its stance from the inside.

All the applause for the Hungarian leader on Tuesday came from the far right 
of the chamber, notably among supporters of France’s Marine Le Pen and the 
UK Independence Party. Geert Wilders, the leader of the Dutch anti-immigration 
Freedom Party, called the vote – which also weighed on Hungarian assets – “a 
bloody shame.” “Orban is a hero,” he said. “He closed the borders for Islamic for-
tune seekers. He protects his citizens against terror and defends the identity of his 
country.” The Commission has preferred to pressure Budapest through standard 
legal powers, but the head of the EU executive, Jean-Claude Juncker, also an EPP 
member, said he would have voted for the move if he were a lawmaker.

RIYADH (Dispatches) – Human Rights 
Watch (HRW) has called on major auto manu-
factures to press Saudi Arabia over the release 
of a number of prominent female activists, who 
campaigned for women’s right to drive before 
the ultraconservative kingdom lifted its decades-
long ban on women driving.

The US-based advocacy group said on Tues-
day that it had launched the #StandwithSaudi-
Feminists campaign after contacting Nissan, 
Jaguar, Land Rover, Hyundai, Ford, Volkswa-
gen, Audi, General Motors and Renault to urge 
them to act on behalf of the jailed women.

“The companies should speak out for these 
women who are unjustly behind bars awaiting 
trial and whose years of activism have created 

a lucrative new market for the car companies,” 
Human Rights Watch Middle East director 
Sarah Leah Whitson said.

Female activists, including Loujain al-Hath-
loul, Aziza al-Yousef, Eman al-Nafjan, Nouf 
Abdelaziz, Mayaa al-Zahrani, Hatoon al-Fassi, 
Samar Badawi, Nassema al-Sadah and Amal 
al-Harbi, campaigned against the ban on wom-
en to drive in Saudi Arabia for years.

The ban on women driving finally came to an 
end on June 24 in Saudi Arabia. But the lifting 
of the ban was accompanied by fresh arrests of 
several female campaigners.

At least nine people remain in detention, ac-
cording to Human Rights Watch.

Saudi authorities have accused them of con-

tacting “foreign entities”, and local media have 
labeled them traitors.

Saudi Arabia is the last country in the world 
to permit women to obtain driving licenses.

Meanwhile, HRW expressed concern over 
Saudi Arabia’s continued detention of a top 
cleric because of his political views, urging the 
Riyadh regime to “immediately” release him.

Saudi authorities detained top Sunni preacher 
Salman al-Awda on September 7 last year, and 
have held him in solitary confinement without 
trial ever since.

HRW said Wednesday that, according to fam-
ily members, the 61-year-old cleric had finally 
been allowed to contact a lawyer for his first 
ever hearing on September 3.

WEST BANK (Dispatches) – A high-ranking Palestinian official says the 
Ramallah-based Palestinian Authority has submitted a new complaint over 
an Israeli “war crime” against a village in the occupied West Bank at the 
International Criminal Court (ICC).

Saeb Erekat, Secretary General of the Palestine Liberation Organization 
(PLO), said that the dossier “included a focus on the war crimes facing 
Khan al-Ahmar, specifically the crimes of forcible displacement, ethnic 
cleansing and the destruction of civilian property.”

He added that the PLO had also asked ICC Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda 
to expedite a preliminary probe into other war crimes by the Zionist re-
gime.

“We hope that an official judicial investigation can be opened as soon as 
possible,” Erekat noted.

Last week, the Israeli High Court approved plans for the demolition of 
Khan al-Ahmar village east of al-Quds. It could be razed within the com-
ing days.

The European Union has warned against the consequences of tearing 
down the village’s tents and tin shacks.

French Foreign minister Jean-Yves Le Drian said his country was “pay-
ing particular attention to the case of Khan al-Ahmar given its location 
in an area of strategic importance for the contiguity of a Palestinian state 

and for the viability of a two-state solution with Jerusalem (al-Quds) as 
the capital.”

He also warned “of the potential humanitarian as well as political con-
sequences of the demolition of this village and the displacement of its 
inhabitants.”

Meanwhile, France, Germany, Italy, Spain and the United Kingdom 
have issued a joint statement in support of the village.

The five countries have called upon the Tel Aviv regime to cancel its 
plan to demolish Khan al-Ahmar, stressing that the demolition and dis-
placement of its residents will have serious repercussions on the locals, 
especially on children.

Human rights organizations have warned that the demolition of Khan al-
Ahmar village could enable the Zionist regime to press ahead with its land 
expropriation and settlement expansion policies in Palestinian territories 
irrespective of international law and regulations.

The Palestinians’ decision to bring the issue of Khan al-Ahmar before 
the ICC came a day after the administration of U.S. President Donald 
Trump announced that it was closing the PLO’s diplomatic mission in 
Washington. 

Back in July, Palestinians had turned to the ICC over Israel’s plan to 
demolish Khan al-Ahmar.

DAMASCUS (Press TV) – Syr-
ian Foreign Minister Walid al-
Muallem says the United States 
is using internationally-banned 
chemical weapons to invent a 
pretext for a military campaign 
against his conflict-plagued Arab 
country.

Speaking in an exclusive inter-
view with English-language al-
Hayat magazine, Muallem said it 
is not the first time that chemical 
attack claims have been used to 
justify an attack on Syria.

He noted that the Damascus 
government does not possess any 
chemical warfare, and that the so-
called White Helmets aid group 
has on occasions staged mock 
chemical attacks to serve as proof 
that the Syrian government has 
conducted the assaults.

The top Syrian diplomat said the 
cession of foreign intervention in 
Syria’s domestic affairs will help 
the settlement of the Syrian con-
flict, stressing that intra-Syrian 
negotiations will produce a politi-

cal solution to the ongoing crisis 
once such meddling is completely 
halted.

Muallem further noted that 
drafting a new Syrian constitu-
tion is in its early stages as special 
focus is being given on reaching 
an agreement on the formation of 
committee tasked with the job.

He emphasized that there is no 
unified Syrian opposition, but 
rather a number of groups whose 
leaders are insisting on advance-
ment of agendas of countries 

where they have taken refuge.
The opposition cannot take de-

cisions independently, and its 
delegates cannot pursue their 
own desires and interests in peace 
talks with representatives from 
the Syrian government, Muallem 
highlighted.

The Syrian foreign minister 
then called on Syrian refugees 
displaced because of terrorism to 
return, and assign a high prior-
ity to the reconstruction of their 
homeland.

KABUL (Dispatches) – The Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC) has 
said it will “continue to do its work un-
deterred,” after U.S. National Security 
Advisor John Bolton threatened sanc-
tions if the tribunal investigates U.S. 
war crimes in Afghanistan.

The Hague-based court investigates 
genocide, crimes against humanity, 
and war crimes and is backed by 123 
countries - but not by China and the 
U.S. 

“The ICC, as a court of law, will 
continue to do its work undeterred, 
in accordance with those principles 
and the overarching idea of the rule 
of law,” it said in a statement.

The tribunal’s remarks came in re-
sponse to a scathing verbal attack 
launched by Bolton in Washington 
DC on Monday during a speech to the 
conservative Federalist Society.

“Today, on the eve of September 
11th, I want to deliver a clear and 
unambiguous message on behalf of 
the president,” Bolton began, before 
launching into the blistering offen-
sive against the ICC.

“The United States will use any 

means necessary to protect our citi-
zens and those of our allies from un-
just prosecution by this illegitimate 
court. We will not cooperate with the 
ICC. We will provide no assistance to 
the ICC… We will let the ICC die on 
its own. After all, for all intents and 
purposes, the ICC is already dead to 
us.”

Bolton then issued a very clear 
threat: If the international court con-
tinues to pursue the probe, Washing-
ton will ban ICC judges from enter-
ing the country, prosecute them and 
sanction their funding. His main 
objection is the notion that the ICC 
could have higher authority than the 
US constitution and US sovereignty.

“In secular terms we don’t recog-
nize any higher authority than the 
U.S. constitution,” he said, adding 
that Trump “will not allow American 
citizens to be prosecuted by foreign 
bureaucrats, and he will not allow 
other nations to dictate our means of 
self defense.”

In November 2017, an ICC pros-
ecutor requested approval to launch 
a probe into potential war crimes by 
the U.S. armed forces and the CIA 
through the torture of detainees in 
Afghanistan.

However, Bolton didn’t come out 
swinging solely on the behalf of the 
U.S. - he also attacked the ICC’s 
threat to Washington’s “friend and 
ally” the Zionist regime, as the oc-
cupying regime faces an investiga-
tion into alleged war crimes against 
Palestinians.

Bolton said the probe into the ac-
tions of Israel, which he described as 
a “liberal, democratic nation,” was 
unacceptable, and added that any 
countries supporting the investigation 
and cooperating with the ICC would 
be subject to secondary sanctions.
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ICC Unfazed by U.S. Threats of 
Sanctions Over War Crimes Probe

The ICC has said it will “continue to do its work undeterred,” after 
U.S. National Security Advisor John Bolton threatened sanctions if 

the tribunal investigates U.S. war crimes in Afghanistan.

Over West Bank Village

Palestinians Renew ICC Push Against Zionist Regime

HRW Urges Auto Manufactures to Back Detained Saudi

Syrian FM:
U.S. Using Chemical Weapons to Justify Aggression on Syria


