
GAZA (Dispatches) – The Gaza 
Strip was quiet on Friday after an 
Egyptian-brokered truce ended a 
surge in violence that had shaken the 
area for two days.

Meanwhile, Palestinians in Gaza 
planned on resuming weekly bor-
der protests.

After a quiet night, the Zionist 
regimes’ military told residents in 
the south, who had spent much of 
the past two days in rocket shelters, 
they could return to their daily rou-
tines.

A rise in retaliatory rockets and 
air strikes in recent weeks has 
prompted the United Nations and 
Egypt to try to broker a truce to 
prevent another all-out conflict.

Earlier on Thursday, Hamas dep-
uty chief in Gaza Khalil al-Hayya 
said efforts to reach a truce with 
the regime were at “an advanced 
stage.” He added that the resistance 
movement would insist on its posi-
tion that the blockade on the Gaza 
Strip has to be lifted as part of any 
talks with Tel Aviv.

The development comes after two 
days of Zionist aerial raids against 
at least 150 positions in Gaza.

The regime in Tel Aviv says the 
airstrikes were launched after a 

long-range rocket fired from the 
Palestinian coastal sliver hit an un-
inhabited area to the south of the 
occupied Palestinian territories. 
Hamas has claimed responsibility 
for the rocket attack, stressing that 
they were in retaliation for the kill-
ing of two Palestinians by Israeli 
forces.

According to medical officials, 
the regime’s airstrikes killed Enas 
Khammash, a pregnant Gazan 
woman, and her 18-month-old 
daughter Bayan, as well as another 
Palestinian.

Hundreds of Palestinian mourn-
ers took part in the funeral for the 
woman and the baby on Thursday 
in the central Gaza town of Deir al-
Balah.

Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas earlier urged the United Na-
tions to stop Israel’s latest aggres-
sion against Gaza, which has been 
under a crippling siege for the past 
decade.

The Zionist regime has killed 
more than 150 people since March 
when Palestinians began to stage 
protests on the border to demand 
an end to the blockade and the re-
turn of the Palestinians to the oc-
cupied territories.

Thought for Today
If I cut a faithful Muslim into pieces to make him 

hate me, he will not turn into my enemy and if I 
give all the wealth of this world to a hypocrite to 
make him my friend he will not befriend me. 

Nine Iraqi Refugees Drown Off Turkish Coast  
ANKARA (AFP) – At least nine asylum seekers including seven children 

have died after their boat sank off the western coast of Turkey, local media 
reported. Four people were rescued by the Turkish coast guard after the 
boat destined for Greece and carrying mostly Iraqi migrants sank off the 
Turkish holiday resort town of Kusadasi on Thursday, the state-run Anadolu 
news agency reported. Initial testimony of the asylum seekers suggested 
there were no others missing, according to the news agency. Only one refu-
gee was a Syrian national and the remaining were Iraqis, it added. The nine 
dead were all Iraqi nationals.
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Gaza Ceasefire Holds 
After Two-Day Flare-Up

BEIRUT (Dispatches) – The 
parliamentary bloc of Lebanon’s 
Hezbollah resistance movement 
says that delay in forming a new 
government risks Lebanon sliding 
“towards tension”.

Lebanon faces political dead-
lock three months after an elec-
tion that tilted the balance in par-
liament towards Hezbollah.

Lebanon’s first parliamentary 
vote in nine years was held on 
May 6, with over 500 candidates 
vying for seats. Turnout was 49.2 
percent, according to officials.

According to official results, 
Hezbollah and its political allies 
secured over half the seats.

Hezbollah as well as groups and 
individuals affiliated to it won at 
least 67 seats in Lebanon’s parlia-
ment, according to the results cit-
ed by politicians and campaigns 
and reported in Lebanese media.

Soon after the May 6 election, 
Saad al-Hariri was designated to 
continue as prime minister and 
began negotiations with the coun-
try’s rival parties to form a unity 
government.

On Tuesday, Hariri called on po-
litical parties to “show modesty” 
in their demands regarding the 
new government, emphasizing 
that he is not responsible for the 
serious delay.

“They are blaming me for the 
delay whereas each party is cling-
ing to its stances and demands,” 
Hariri told reporters ahead of a 
meeting for the al-Mustaqbal par-
liamentary bloc.

“Everyone must display mod-
esty and sacrifice for the sake of 
the country,” Hariri pointed out.

But despite him and other lead-
ing politicians warning of politi-
cal and economic dangers, there 
is no sign yet of the compromises 
needed to agree on a new cabinet, 
with Christians, Druze, Shia and 
Sunni Muslims jostling for min-
istries.

“(The delay) has started to risk 

sliding towards tension ... and we 
warn of the dangers of this,” the 
group said in a televised state-
ment read out after the weekly 
meeting of its parliamentary bloc.

Political rivalry led to years of 
governmental paralysis in Leba-
non and the country did not pro-
duce a state budget from 2005 un-
til last year. May’s elections were 
the first in nine years.

The International Monetary 
Fund has said Lebanon needs “an 
immediate and substantial fiscal 
adjustment” to make its public 
debt - one of the world’s highest 
at about 150 percent of gross do-
mestic product - sustainable.

Hezbollah:
Lebanon Gov’t Delay Risks ‘Slide Towards Tension’

Smoke rises after an Israeli aircraft bombed a multi-storey building in 
Gaza City August 9, 2018. 

WEST BANK (Dispatches) – The Zionist re-
gime says it is surprised by Colombia’s decision to 
recognize the Palestinian state, demanding expla-
nation from Bogota.

A day after President Ivan Duque was inau-
gurated in Bogota, it was revealed that the out-
going government of Juan Manuel Santos had 
recognized a Palestinian state last week.

“I would like to inform you that in the name 
of the government of Colombia, President Juan 
Manuel Santos has decided to recognize Pales-
tine as a free, independent and sovereign state,” 
Colombia’s Foreign Ministry said.

Zionist Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
unexpectedly canceled a planned trip to Colom-
bia to attend the inauguration of Duque, who 
took office on Tuesday.

“We are surprised by the report in the media 

and are waiting for explanations from the new 
administration, which is checking into the sub-
ject,” the Zionist regime’s foreign ministry said.

Duque has said he wanted to improve his 
country’s good relations with the regime, even 
openly mulling the idea of moving his country’s 
embassy to al-Quds.

His government said it would study the impli-
cations of Santos’s last-minute decision on the 
Palestinians, but acknowledged that it was legal.

The State of Palestine has been recognized by 
more than 135 United Nations member states. 

Colombia had long refrained from recognizing 
Palestine out of deference to Washington but it 
has sought to chart a more independent foreign 
policy in recent years.

The development comes amid international 
outcry over the Knesset’s ratification of the “na-

tional law” which has been called racist, riding 
roughshod on the rights of Arabs living in the 
occupied territories. 

An Arab member of the Israeli parliament who 
resigned last month after the approval hit out at 
the legislation in an interview with the Middle 
East Eye news portal, saying it is a precursor to 
“ethnic cleansing.”

“There is ethnic cleansing in this law that al-
lows building Jewish-only towns without any 
Arabs. This is more than what the Arabs could 
absorb. All of that comes over human rights,” 
said Zouheir Bahloul.

The law institutionalizes the “inferior status” 
long experienced by Arabs, he added. “My res-
ignation is an outcry that we will not accept 
laws that chase the Arab presence” from Israel, 
he added.

Zionist Regime ‘Surprised’ by Colombia’s Recognition of Palestine

BAGHDAD (Dispatches) – Shia 
cleric Moqtada al-Sadr retained 
his lead in Iraq’s May parliamen-
tary election, results of a nation-
wide recount of votes showed on 
Friday, positioning him to play a 
central role in forming the coun-
try’s next government.

Iraq’s Independent High Elec-
tion Commission (IHEC) re-
leased the results of the recount 
on its website early on Friday. 
Parliament ordered the recount in 
June after widespread allegations 
of fraud cast doubt on the integ-
rity of the ballot.

The IHEC said the results of 
the recount matched the initial 
results from 13 of Iraq’s 18 prov-
inces.

The winning parties are still 
embroiled in negotiations over 
forming the next governing co-
alition three months after the 
vote, with no sign of an imminent 
conclusion.

The recount did not alter the 
initial results significantly, with 
Sadr keeping his tally of 54 seats.  
Incumbent Prime Minister Haid-
er al-Abadi’s party will also have 

42 seats.
The votes recount came follow-

ing allegations of fraud which 
mainly revolved around the elec-
tronic voting machines used for 
the first time in Iraq’s elections.

The recount results pave the 
way for political parties to form 
a government. The Iraqi supreme 
court must now ratify the new re-
sults. Once ratified, the outgoing 
president must convene a parlia-
mentary session within 15 days 
to begin the process of forming a 
coalition government. 

The United Nations commend-
ed the manual recount of votes 
as “credible and transparent”. 
Alice Walpole, a UN envoy to 
Iraq, said Monday the UN had 
observed the process and found 
it to be “conducted in a manner 
that is credible, professional and 
transparent.”

“We are very pleased that it’s 
been concluded and we look 
forward to the next steps in this 
process towards the formation of 
the new government,” Walpole 
said after the recount concluded 
on Monday.

Recount Shows: 

Iraq’s Sadr Retains Election 
Victory, No Major Changes

ISTANBUL (Dispatches) – Presi-
dent Tayyip Erdogan told Turks to 
exchange gold and hard currency 
into lira on Friday, framing Turkey’s 
currency crisis as a “national battle” 
against economic enemies.

The lira, which has lost a third of 
its value this year, fell on his com-
ments and was trading at around 
6.05 to the dollar after he spoke, 
nearly 9 percent weaker on the day.

“The dollar cannot block our 

path. Don’t worry,” Erdogan told 
a crowd in the northeastern city of 
Bayburt.

“However, I say it once again 
from here. If there is anyone who 
has dollars or gold under their pil-
lows, they should go exchange it 
for liras at our banks. This is a na-
tional, domestic battle,” he said.

“This will be my people’s re-
sponse to those who have waged 
an economic war against us.”

Earlier on Friday the lira plunged 
as much as 14 percent on as wor-
ries about Erdogan’s influence 
over monetary policy and worsen-
ing U.S. relations snowballed into 
a market panic that also hit shares 
of European banks.

Meanwhile, Erdogan told sup-
porters in the Black Sea province 
of Rize late on Thursday that there 
were “various campaigns being 
carried out” against the country. 

“Don’t heed them. Don’t forget, 
if they have their dollars, we have 
our people, our God. We are work-
ing hard. Look at what we were 16 
years ago and look at us now,” he 
said.

Relations between the two NATO 
allies have taken a turn for the 
worse amid dispute over the deten-
tion in Turkey of U.S. evangelical 
pastor Andrew Brunson on terror-
ism charges. 

U.S. President Donald Trump 
wrote on Twitter late last month 
that his country “will impose large 
sanctions on Turkey for their long 
time detainment of Pastor Andrew 
Brunson.”

Erdogan responded by announc-
ing to freeze the assets in Turkey of 
U.S. ministers of “justice and inte-
rior,” in tit-for-tat response to U.S. 
sanctions.

Ankara and Washington also dis-
agree over their military interven-
tions in the Syria war, Turkey’s 
plan to buy missile systems from 
Russia and the U.S. conviction of 
a Turkish state bank executive on 
sanctions-busting charges in Janu-
ary.

The standoff has triggered a sell-
off in the lira amid investor con-
cerns about the direction of the 
country. Erdogan called on citizens 
last week to convert their hard cur-
rency and gold into lira in order to 
prop up the plunging currency with 
a “domestic and national stance.”

For ‘National Battle’

Turkish President Calls on 
Turks to Buy Lira 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan is seen in this July 8, 2017 photo.


