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since March 2015 in a bid to reinstate a former president who 
resigned and then fled to Riyadh. 

Yemenis fighting the Saudi invasion, including Houthis and their 
allies in the army, control much of northern Yemen, including the 
capital, Sanaa.

Col. Turki al-Malki, a spokesman for the Saudi military, said the 
attack in Saada came after Yemeni fighters fired a missile at the 
kingdom’s south, killing one person and wounding 11 others.

Malki insisted Thursday’s attack carried out in Saada was a “le-
gitimate military action” and “in accordance with international hu-
manitarian law and customs.”  He accused the Houthis of recruit-
ing children and using them in the battlefields.

Last week, Saudi attacks on a hospital and a fish market in the 
strategic port city of Hudaydah killed at least 55 civilians and 
wounded 170, according to the ICRC.  

Aid agency CARE International noted that Thursday’s strike 
came a week after the Hudaydah bombardment.

“This latest airstrike, only a week after the attacks on Hudaydah 
city, demonstrates a continued disregard for human life and suffer-
ing,” said Johan Mooij, the agency’s country director in Yemen. “It 
is beyond cruel; innocent children’s lives have been lost.”

The fight for the port of Hudaydah, a key lifeline for supplies and 
aid for Yemen’s population on the brink of starvation, has become 
the latest battleground in the devastating Saudi war.

The United Nations envoy to Yemen Martin Griffiths told the UN 
Security Council last week that “a political solution” to end the 
war in Yemen was “available” and that the warring sides would be 
invited to talks on Sept. 6 in Geneva.

The Saudi war in impoverished Yemen has left nearly 15,000 
people dead and unleashed what the UN describes as the world’s 
worst humanitarian crisis.
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UN humanitarian adviser Jan Egeland, however, said that the 
world body was making preparations for a battle and would ask 
Turkey to keep its borders open to allow civilians to flee if the 
need arose.

Speaking to International Syria Support Group’s Humanitarian 
Access Task Force in Geneva on Thursday, Egeland echoed the 
Syrian government’s view that the anti-terror battle in Syria was 
in its final stage.

“We are seeing the beginning of the end to the Syrian war,” Ege-
land told the activist group, calling on Western governments and 
Arab regimes in the Persian Gulf region to use their influence on 
militant groups and urge them to stop violence against civilians.

The Syrian conflict, which started in March 2011, has so far 
killed over 350,000 people, according to the so-called Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights.

The UN reported on Sunday that the war had cost the country 
more than a whopping $388 billion.

Released after a two-day meeting of Syrian and international ex-
perts in neighboring Lebanon, the figure did not include “human 
losses resulting from deaths or the loss of human competences 
and skilled labor due to displacement, which were considered the 
most important enablers of the Syrian economy.”

Czech Foreign Minister Jan Hamacek, who was in Damascus to 
secure the release of two men working for a German humanitar-
ian group, met with his Syrian counterpart Walid al-Muallem on 
Thursday.

“The Syrian side demonstrated that this is a good will gesture 
from their side,” Hamacek said in a joint press conference with 
German Ambassador Christoph Israng.

Meanwhile, the Syrian Arab Army announced Thursday that it 
had advanced more than 50 kilometers into Daesh-held areas in 
the southern governorate of Sweida over the past three days. 
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The U.S. said that the city remained under government control.
Baz Muhammad Himmat, head of the civilian hospital in Ghazni, 

said at least 16 people had been killed in the fighting, including 14 
soldiers and two residents.

A spokesman for President Ashraf Ghani said the Taliban had 
suffered heavy casualties in the onslaught and confirmed the air-
strikes.

Police special forces have also been deployed to help block the 
Taliban advance, an Afghan security official said.

The Taliban issued a statement claiming to have captured “most 
of the government buildings inside the city”, and that they killed 
and wounded 140 security forces.

Afghan forces have been struggling to hold back the resurgent 
militant group. In May, the Taliban attacked the western city of 
Farah.  

The group has so far ignored President Ashraf Ghani’s offer of 
unconditional peace negotiations even though its representatives 
met U.S. officials in Qatar last month. 

The U.S. had dismissed direct negotiations with the Taliban be-
fore but in a change of policy, its Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
said in June that Washington was prepared to “support, facilitate 
and participate” in talks.

ANKARA (Press TV) – Turkish prosecutors 
have issued arrest warrants for a dozen teach-
ers on suspicion of affiliation to a movement led 
by US-based opposition cleric Fethullah Gulen, 
whom the Ankara government accuses of hav-
ing masterminded the July 2016 coup attempt 
against President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

The Chief Prosecutor’s Office in the capital 
Ankara issued the warrants for the instructors.

Eleven of the suspects reportedly used en-
crypted messaging application ByLock, 
which the Turkish government claims to be 
the top communication tool among members 
of the Gulen movement.

During the botched putsch, a faction of the 
Turkish military declared that it had seized 
control of the country and the government of 
Erdogan was no more in charge. The attempt 

was, however, suppressed a few hours later.
Ankara has since accused Gulen of having 

orchestrated the coup. The opposition figure 
is also accused of being behind a long-run-
ning campaign to topple the government via 
infiltrating the country’s institutions, particu-
larly the army, police and the judiciary. 

Gulen has denounced the “despicable 
putsch” and reiterated that he had no role in it.

“Accusations against me related to the coup 
attempt are baseless and politically-motivated 
slanders,” he said in a statement.

The 77-year-old cleric has also called on 
Ankara to end its “witch hunt” of his follow-
ers, a move he says is aimed at “weeding out 
anyone it deems disloyal to President Erdogan 
and his regime.”

Turkish officials have frequently called on 

their U.S. counterparts to extradite Gulen, but 
their demands have not been taken heed of.

Turkey, which remains in a state of emer-
gency since the coup, has been engaged in 
suppressing the media and opposition groups 
suspected to have played a role in the failed 
coup.

Tens of thousands of people have been ar-
rested in Turkey on suspicion of having links 
to Gulen and the failed coup. More than 
110,000 others, including military staff, civil 
servants and journalists, have been sacked or 
suspended from work over the same accusa-
tions.

The international community and rights 
groups have been highly critical of the Turk-
ish president over the massive dismissals and 
the crackdown.

WEST BANK (Dispatches) – The Zionist regime’s authorities have 
reportedly prevented an injured Palestinian prisoner from receiving ap-
propriate medical care and refusing to allow him to undergo an urgent 
surgery.

The father of the prisoner, in a press appeal, accused the the Zionist 
regime’s prison service, commonly known in occupied territories by 
its acronym Shabas, of deliberately neglecting his son’s deteriorating 
medical situation and delaying the approval of an operation, the Pales-
tinian Information Center reported.

Azmi Annafaa, a local resident of the northern occupied West Bank 
city of Jenin, is suffering from a bullet injury in his jaw, and urgently 
needs an operation before his face is disfigured.

He sustained the injury in 2015, when Zionist troops sprayed his car 
with bullets near Za’atara checkpoint south of Nablus, located approxi-
mately 49 kilometers (30 miles) north of al-Quds.

He was accused at the time of intentionally ramming his car into a 
group of Zionist troops at the checkpoint. An Israeli military court later 

sentenced him to 20 years in jail. 
More than 7,000 Palestinian prisoners are currently held in some 17 

Israeli jails, dozens of whom are serving multiple life sentences.
Over 500 detainees are under the so-called administrative detention, 

which is a sort of imprisonment without trial or charge that allows the 
regime to incarcerate Palestinians for up to six months, extendable an 
infinite number of times.

Some prisoners have been held in administrative detention for up to 11 
years without any charges brought against them.

Palestinian detainees have continuously resorted to open-ended hun-
ger strikes in an attempt to express their outrage at the detentions.

According to the Palestinian Information Center, at least 8,000 Pales-
tinian minors have been arrested and prosecuted in the regime’s mili-
tary courts since 2000.

It is estimated that between 500 and 700 Palestinian minors, some as 
young as 12 years old, are arrested and brought to trial in the regime’s 
courts. The most common charge is stone-throwing.

ANBAR (Dispatches) – More 
than a dozen members of the 
Daesh terrorist group have been 
killed after Iraqi security forces 
launched a counter-terrorism op-
eration in the country’s troubled 
western province of Anbar.

Colonel Shaker Obeid al-
Rishawy told Arabic-language 
Basnews news agency that the 
Federal Police Force received 
a tip-off about the presence of 
a group of Daesh terrorists in a 
desert area south of al-Rutbah 
town.

“Security forces immediately 
launched an offensive, killing 14 
Daesh terrorists and destroying 
four of their armored vehicles in 
the process,” Rishawy noted.

He added that three under-
ground tunnels, which the Tak-

firis were using to stockpile 
various kinds of munitions and 
move freely between areas un-
der their control, were also un-
covered and destroyed. 

Separately, Iraqi security forc-
es arrested four Daesh terror-
ists during an operation in the 
oil-rich northern province of 
Kirkuk.

Iraqi Joint Operations Com-
mand (JOC) spokesman Briga-
dier General Yahya Rasool said 
that the quartet was captured in 
the Kurdish-populated Panja Ali 
district of the province.

Rasool added that the detained 
Daesh militants were wanted on 
terror charges under the Iraqi 
Anti-Terrorism Law.

Elsewhere in the central prov-
ince of Salahuddin, four army 

soldiers lost their lives and five 
others sustained injuries in an 
overnight attack by Daesh ter-
rorists. 

Major Alaa al-Saadi from 
Diyala Operations Command 
said fierce clashes erupted late 
Wednesday when Daesh terror-
ists attacked an army outpost in 
the rugged Mutibjah area.

Saadi added that reinforcement 
troops arrived and began an op-
eration to hunt down the assail-
ants.

On June 30, Iraqi Prime Minis-
ter Haider al-Abadi, who is also 
the commander-in-chief of Iraqi 
forces, pledged to hunt down 
the remnants of Daesh terrorists 
across Iraq after a series of at-
tacks and abductions by the ter-
rorist group.  

“We will chase the remaining 
cells of terrorism in their hide-
outs and we will kill them, we 
will chase them everywhere, in 
the mountains and the desert,” 
Abadi said.

Abadi declared the end of mili-
tary operations against Daesh in 
the Arab country on December 
9, 2017.

On July 10 that year, the Iraqi 
prime minister had formally de-
clared victory over Daesh ex-
tremists in Mosul, which served 
as the terrorists’ main urban 
stronghold in the conflict-ridden 
Arab country.

In the run-up to Mosul’s libera-
tion, Iraqi army soldiers and vol-
unteer Hashd al-Sha’abi fight-
ers had made sweeping gains 
against Daesh.

MOSCOW (Dispatches) – The 
Russian military has downed a 
drone targeting the Hmeimim air 
base in Syria, Russian news agencies 
reported.

The drone, launched from territo-
ry controlled by terrorists in Syria, 
was detected on August 9, RIA re-
ported.

The airbase in the western Syr-
ian province of Latakia has been 
hosting Russia’s military forces 
and equipment since the country 
launched an operation in late 2015 
to help Syria’s fight against terror.

The Russian Center for Syrian 
Reconciliation said in a statement 
that operations at Hmeimim were 
not interrupted and there were no 
casualties or material damage due 
to the incident. It added that the 
unmanned aerial vehicle had been 
intercepted at a safe distance from 
the base.

“On August 9, the air defense 
systems of the Hmeimim airbase 
detected an aerial drone launched 
from the territory controlled by il-

legal armed groups in the north of 
Latakia province,” read the state-
ment.

There have been similar incidents 

in the past involving Russia’s at-
tack on drones from militant-con-
trolled areas in northern Syria. The 
Russian Air Force destroyed one 
such drone last month and said it 
was flying in skies to the north of 
Latakia. Russian airspace control 
units also detected and downed 
drones of unknown origin in June, 
May and in April in the northeast 
of Hmeimim.

Russia is in Syria at the official 
request of the government in Da-
mascus. Despite criticism from 
Western countries, the military 
presence has proven successful as 
it has helped the Syrian govern-
ment retake many areas across the 
country from the grip of militants.

Russian authorities have an-
nounced that they will continue to 
be present in Syria until the Arab 
country is fully purged of terror-
ists.
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This July 12, 2018 file photo shows a militant walking near what 
purports to be the remains of a drone downed a day earlier 

in southwestern Syria. 
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