
AMSTERDAM (Dispatches) 
-- Iran has filed a suit against the 
United States alleging that sanc-
tions imposed by Washington 
in May violate a 1955 bilateral 
treaty between the two coun-
tries, the International Court of 
Justice said on Tuesday.
The ICJ, or World Court, is 

the United Nations’ court for 
resolving disputes. Iran’s fil-
ing asks the ICJ to order the 
United States to provision-
ally lift the sanctions ahead of 
more detailed arguments.
The next step will be a hear-

ing in which the United States 
is likely contest to Iran’s re-
quest for a provisional ruling, 
and argue that the ICJ should 
not have jurisdiction. The 
court has not yet set any date 
for further steps.
European countries have ac-

tivated a blocking statute that 
prohibits companies from 
complying with U.S. sanctions 
on Iran, EU foreign policy 
chief Federica Mogherini said 
on Monday.
“Today, the European Coun-

cil has endorsed the update of 

the blocking statute annex on 
the nuclear deal with Iran,” 
Mogherini told reporters in 
Brussels at a meeting with EU 
foreign ministers.
A blocking statute is a law 

enacted in 1996 to protect Eu-
ropean entities “against the ef-
fects of the extra-territorial ap-
plication of legislation adopted 
by a third country.”
The bloc should have updated 

the law to include U.S. sanc-
tions on Iran, requiring con-
sent from the EU’s 28 member 
states.

Mogherini said the European 
Parliament gave its go-ahead 
to the statute two weeks ago, 
providing companies legal 
cover to operate in Iran.
The law is due to go into ef-

fect on August 6, when the first 
set of U.S. sanctions against 
Iran kicks in. The statute will 
allow firms to recover dam-
ages from American measures 
and nullify any court ruling 
against them.
The measure is the first prac-

tical step taken by the Europe-
ans to persuade Iran to remain 
in the 2015 nuclear deal after 
Washington’s withdrawal and 
its threat to reimpose sanctions 
on the Islamic Republic.
European officials were also 

quoted as saying that France, 
Britain and Germany were try-
ing to activate accounts for the 
Iranian central bank with their 
central banks in order to open 
financial channels with the 
country.
Other European govern-

ments, including Austria and 
Sweden, have also said they 
would consider doing like-
wise, the Wall Street Journal 
reported.   
Tehran has long complained 

that European banks’ refusal 
to process Iran-related transac-
tions is hindering companies 
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TEHRAN (Press TV) -- Iran’s 
energy minister said on Tuesday 
rising energy consumption amid 
a suffocating heat wave forced 
the country to cut power exports 
to neighboring Iraq which is 
grappling with an electricity cri-
sis.

Iraqi Electricity Minister Qas-
sem al-Fahdawi visited Iran last 
week to persuade the country to 
resume supplies of 1,000 mega-
watts but talks failed amid re-
ports that Tehran wanted Bagh-
dad to settle an outstanding debt 
of $1 billion.

Iranian Energy Minister Reza 
Ardekanian did not mention the 
debt, saying instead that run-
away electric demand in the 
face of scorching temperatures 
was diverting much of the elec-
tricity intended for exports to 

the national grid.
“Contracts for exports of 

electricity are signed with the 
framework and condition that if 
the exporting country needs its 
electricity during a time of the 
year, this flexibility will exist in 
the contract,” he told reporters 
in Tehran.

Ardekanian said Iranian of-
ficials are currently discussing 
setting up new lines for electric 
swap with neighboring Turk-
menistan and Armenia, while 
negotiations with the Iraqis are 
also ongoing.

Al-Fahdawi was quoted as 
saying in a statement that his 
ministry “has put forward an 
alternative plan for importing 
electricity from Iran,” without 
elaboration.
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BEIRUT (Dispatches) -- 
Thousands of people will be 
evacuated from two besieged 
Shia towns in Syria in exchange 
for the release of prisoners held 
in government jails, an activist 
group said Tuesday.

Under a deal brokered by re-
gime ally Russia and Turkey, 
Al-Foua and Kfarya, the last 
besieged towns in the country, 
will be fully evacuated after 
three years of encirclement by 
rebels, said so-called the Syr-
ian Observatory for Human 
Rights.

Syrian state media reported 
Tuesday on preliminary infor-
mation on a deal to free “thou-
sands” of people in Al-Foua 
and Kfarya.

Al-Foua and Kfarya, the only 
two places in Syria currently 
designated as besieged by the 
United Nations, are home to 

an estimated 8,100 people, 
most of them Shia Muslims.

They came under siege in 
2015 when Takfiri terrorists 
and allied militants overran 
the surrounding province of 
Idlib in Syria’s northwest.

The evacuation deal is not 
the first that has been reached 
for the area.

In 2017, thousands were 
bussed out of Al-Foua and 
Kfarya in exchange for par-
allel evacuations from two 
towns near Damascus that 
were being besieged by the 
government.

But a blast targeting a con-
voy of evacuees from Al-Foua 
and Kfarya left 150 people 
dead, most of them civilians 
and including 72 children.

Meanwhile, Russia’s Defense 
Ministry said it was ready
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Dozens of Civilians Killed in Hudaydah 

SANAA (Dispatches) -- Witnesses say heavy fighting 
between Saudi-backed mercenaries and Yemeni fighters 
has killed more than 30 civilians, including women and 
children, in the last two weeks.

Saudi Arabia has been trying to seize Houthi-held ar-
eas along the western coast, targeting the region with 
airstrikes. Yemeni officials say fighting in the al-Tuhyta 
district, south of the key port city of Hudaydah, has left 
57 civilians wounded since the beginning of July.  
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China May Buy Even More Iran Oil: WSJ

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) -- Washington’s sanctions 
against Tehran are expected to kick in November, but officials 
say the main target, Iranian crude oil exports, will likely simply 
be diverted from one group of buyers to another. A senior U.S. 
energy official has told the Wall Street Journal that Washington 
expects China to buy up much of the oil others won’t due to the 
threat of U.S. sanctions. Beijing, according to the official, will 
likely make the purchases through the same bank it used during 
the previous rounds of sanctions to get around US penalties.

Minister: Power Cut to Iraq 
to Meet Domestic Demand 
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Residents of Syrian Shia 
Towns Out of Terrorist Siege  

WASHINGTON (AFP) -- Don-
ald Trump returned late Monday 
from his European tour to face 
ire in Washington, where U.S. 
intelligence officials and senior 
Republicans were denouncing 
the president as “shameful” and 
“disgraceful” after he refused to 
challenge Russian leader Vladimir 
Putin over alleged interference in 
American elections.

Republican Senator John Mc-
Cain said Trump’s seeming ac-
ceptance of Putin’s denial was 
a historical “low point” for the 
U.S. presidency and the Helsinki 
summit between the two leaders a 
“tragic mistake.”

“Today’s press conference in 
Helsinki was one of the most 
disgraceful performances by an 
American president in memory. 
The damage inflicted by Presi-
dent Trump’s naivete, egotism, 
false equivalence, and sympathy 
for autocrats is difficult to calcu-
late,” McCain said in a blistering 
statement.

Taking direct issue with the 
president who appointed him, 
Director of National Intelligence 
Dan Coats said U.S. spy agen-
cies have been “clear” and “fact-
based” in their assessment that 
Moscow interfered in the presi-
dential race two years ago - an 
assessment that Trump refused to 
endorse in Helsinki.

Coats added that Russia remains 
behind “ongoing, pervasive ef-
forts to undermine our democ-
racy.”

Trump stunned U.S. political 
allies and foes alike with his an-
swer to a question about alleged 
Russian hacking and interfer-
ence in the 2016 election which 
saw him defeat Democrat Hillary 
Clinton.

Putin “just said it is not Rus-
sia. I will say this: I don’t see any 
reason why it would be,” Trump 
said.

That came three days after the 
U.S. Justice Department indicted 
12 Russians for allegedly hacking 
Democratic Party computers, the 
latest in a series of actions taken 
by the U.S. government since late 
2016 in retribution for what intel-
ligence agencies say was a broad 
plan to support Trump’s election 
campaign directed by Putin him-
self.

Yet Trump appeared to take Pu-
tin’s word in dismissing that con-
clusion.

“I have great confidence in my 
intelligence people. But I will 
tell you that President Putin was 
extremely strong and powerful in 
his denial today.”

Trump also appeared to em-
brace Putin’s offer to have Rus-
sian investigators work together 
with U.S. prosecutors on the case 
of the 12 just indicted.

“I think that’s an incredible of-
fer.”

Astonished Republicans and 
Democrats uniformly condemned 
Trump, with harsh criticism com-
ing even from hosts on Fox News 
- a network normally friendly to 
the president.

“The president must appreciate 
that Russia is not our ally,” said 
Republican House Speaker Paul 
Ryan. “There is no moral equiva-
lence between the United States 
and Russia, which remains hos-
tile to our most basic values and 
ideals,” he said.

Senior Republican Senator 
Lindsey Graham said Trump’s 
answer on meddling “will be seen 
by Russia as a sign of weakness.”

Bent on forging a personal bond 
with the Kremlin chief, Trump 
headed into the summit blam-
ing the “stupidity” of his prede-
cessors for plunging ties to their 
present low.

“This is shameful,” said Senator 
Jeff Flake, a fellow Republican 
and staunch critic of the presi-
dent.

“I never thought I would see the 
day when our American president 
would stand on the stage with 
the Russian president and place 
blame on the United States for 
Russian aggression.”

The language used by Demo-
crats was much harsher, includ-
ing accusations of “treason.”

“For the president of the United 
States to side with President Pu-
tin against American law enforce-
ment, American defense officials, 
and American intelligence agen-
cies is thoughtless, dangerous, 
and weak,” said Chuck Schumer, 
the senior Democrat in the Sen-
ate.

Democratic California Repre-
sentative Jimmy Gomez charged: 
“To side with Putin over U.S. in-
telligence is disgusting; to fail to 
defend the U.S. is on the verge of 
treason.”

Congressman Adam Schiff, the 
senior Democrat on the House 
Intelligence Committee, said 
Trump had given Putin “a green 
light to interfere in 2018.”

Democratic Senator Chris Mur-
phy was blunter: “This entire trip 
has just been one giant middle 
finger from President Trump to 
his own country. Just jaw drop-
ping,” he wrote on Twitter.

Coats’ statement was seen as an 
uncommonly brusque pushback 
by the U.S. intelligence commu-
nity against the White House.

Retired spy chiefs were more 
direct however.

Coat’s predecessor, James Clap-
per, called Trump’s acquiescence 
to Putin “an incredible capitula-
tion,” while former CIA chief 
John Brennan labeled it “nothing 
short of treasonous.”

Trump Faces Fury at 
Home Over Putin Talks  
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