
TEHRAN (Dispatches) – Leader 
of the Islamic Revolution Ayatol-
lah Seyyed Ali Khamenei said here 
Sunday Europe cannot be trusted 
without concrete guarantees, add-
ing Iran’s economy must not rely on 
guarantees made by the European 
side. 

The Leader made the remarks in 
a meeting with Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani and his cabinet 
here, which mostly focused on eco-
nomic problems facing the country.

Ayatollah Khamenei said there is 
need to draw up a “stable econom-
ic roadmap” to solve the country’s 
economic problems, adding the so-
lution to the problems must not be 
made conditional the implementa-
tion of the 2015 nuclear deal. 

“Although the European side is 
obliged to provide necessary guar-
antees with regard to the JCPOA, 
but the country’s economy must 
not be tied to this issue,” the Lead-
er said, referring to the nuclear 

agreement. 
The Leader called on all state 

organs to close ranks in fighting 
looming U.S. economic sanctions, 
saying America’s “conspiracy” 
could be defeated.

Ayatollah Khamenei said “the 
government’s economic team is the 
axis of all activity in the country, 
calling all the bodies to coordinate 
with it.”

He also advised state radio and 
TV to reflect a correct image of 

government activities.
“I strongly believe that if the gov-

ernment takes the necessary mea-
sures, it will be able to overcome 
problems and defeat the U.S. con-
spiracy,” the Leader said. 

The Leader also called for 
strengthening the private sec-
tor while taking “decisive action” 
against economic crime such as 
money-laundering and smuggling 
of goods, blamed on those profi-
teering from the economic crisis in 
the country.

Separately, judiciary spokesman 
Gholamhussein Mohseni Ejei said 
special prosecutors would swiftly 
deal with economic crime, includ-
ing profiteering from foreign ex-
change and gold dealings, illegal 
imports of luxury cars and price 
gouging on imported goods such 
as mobile phones.

Ayatollah Khamenei also lauded 
the “powerful” positions taken by 
President Rouhani during his re-
cent European tour on U.S. threats 
to curtail Iran’s oil sales.

“Appearing powerful in the face 
of foreigners, especially Ameri-
cans, is necessary and this step 
must be taken on time, clearly and 
firmly,” the Leader said. 

Ayatollah Khamenei underlined 
the need to expand Iran’s diplo-
matic ties with other countries, 
saying apart from a few cases such 
as America, the country’s relations 
with the East and the West must be 
increasingly bolstered. 

BASRA, Iraq (Dispatches) 
-- Iraqi police fired in the air to 
disperse hundreds of protesters 
who tried to storm a government 
building in Basra and demon-
strated near an oil field, police 
said, wounding 48 people in un-
rest over poor services that has 
swept southern cities.

“Some protesters tried to 
break into the building, but we 
prevented them. We ask pro-
testers to avoid facing off with 
security forces,” said Major 
General Thamir al-Hussaini, 
commander of the Interior Min-
istry’s Rapid Response Forces.

He said a total of 28 mem-
bers of the security forces were 
wounded in clashes with dem-
onstrators.

Similar protests have occurred 
in the past in Basra, but the lat-
est unrest comes at a politically 
sensitive time.

The week of protests has put 
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-
Abadi in a difficult position. He 
hopes to serve a second term 
when politicians form a new 
government following a May 
12 parliamentary election taint-
ed by allegations of fraud.

Eight protesters were wound-
ed at the provincial government 
building in the oil hub city of 
Basra in the south, police said.

Security forces also faced 
demonstrations about four ki-
lometers from Eni’s Zubair oil 
field near Basra. Forty protest-
ers were wounded, three by live 
fire, according to police sourc-
es.

In a town near the southern city 
of Amara, police opened fire 
into the air to disperse protest-
ers after demonstrators set fire 
to the municipality building.

(Continued on Page 7)

DAMASCUS (Dispatches) 
– Syrian government forces 
widened their offensive in the 
country’s southwest on Sunday 
to Quneitra province, a region 
adjoining the occupied Golan 
Heights, a war monitor and mili-
tant sources said.

Government forces have cap-
tured most of the southwest’s 
Dara’a province in the offen-
sive that began in June.

Terrorists still hold a strip 
straddling Dara’a and Qunei-
tra provinces which adjoins the 
Golan Heights. Daesh-affiliated 
terrorists also occupy a pocket 
on the Jordanian border.

Hundreds of terrorists and 
their families were preparing 
Sunday to leave Dara’a city - 
the birthplace of the sedition 
that morphed into a foreign-
backed militancy - to be taken 
on buses to militant-held areas 
in the north.

The so-called Syrian Obser-

vatory for Human Rights and 
militants said Syrian forces had 
seized the village of Mashara, 
about 11 km (7 miles) from the 
Golan fence, after heavy shell-
ing, and were now trying to 
capture elevated land south of 
the village with shelling and 
airstrikes.

Lebanese TV station al-Maya-
deen said the Syrian army was 
advancing towards that elevat-
ed Tel Mashara area.

The militants are leaving the 
Dara’a al-Balad neighborhood 
which had been under their 
control for years. Under the 
deal terrorists would hand over 
weapons, and those who do not 
wish to live under state rule 
would be transferred out.

A militant, Abu Shaima, said at 
least 500 fighters were going to 
get on around 15 buses and that his  
bus was already on the road north 
to terrorist-held Idlib province.

(Continued on Page 7)

Fight to Continue Until Full Liberation: Assad 

DAMASCUS (Dispatches) -- President Bashar al-Assad 
said here Sunday the Syrian army and its allies are firmly 
resolved to defeat terrorism and liberate the entire Arab 
country’s territory.

Assad made the remarks in a meeting with Iranian foreign 
minister’s special assistant for political affairs Hussein Ja-
beri Ansari who commended recent victories by the Syrian 
army in the battle against terrorists in the southern city of 
Dara’a and its countryside.
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Iran Flights to Najaf Diverted to Baghdad 
TEHRAN (Dispatches) -- Flights from Iran to the Iraqi city 

of Najaf will be diverted to Baghdad, Iran’s state television 
reported on Sunday.

Hundreds of Iraqis stormed the airport and halted air traf-
fic in the Shia holy city of Najaf on Friday, extending several 
days of protests.

“Due to problems at Najaf airport ... Iranian planes will 
take their passengers to Baghdad airport,” Reza Jafarzadeh, 
spokesman for Iran’s Civil Aviation Organization, was cited 
as saying. He did not say how many flights were affected.

Officials Warn of Infiltration 
as Iraq Unrest Continues 

Ayatollah Khamenei meets with President Hassan Rouhani (4th R) and his 
cabinet members in Tehran, July 15, 2018. 

Syrian Army Retakes First 
Village in Quneitra

WASHINGTON (Dispatch-
es) -- U.S. President Donald 
Trump Sunday named Russia, 
the EU and China as “foes,” in 
an interview aired on the eve of 
his summit with Vladimir Putin.

“Well I think we have a lot 
of foes. I think the European 
Union is a foe, what they do 
to us in trade,” Trump said on 
CBS’s “Face the Nation.”

“Now, you wouldn’t think 
of the European Union but 
they’re a foe. Russia is a foe 
in certain respects. China is 
a foe economically, certainly 
they are a foe. But that doesn’t 
mean they are bad. It doesn’t 
mean anything. It means that 
they are competitive,” he said 
in the interview with CBS Eve-
ning News’s Jeff Glor, which 
was conducted on Saturday.

Trump also kept expectation 
low for his high-stakes sum-
mit with Putin, saying “noth-
ing bad is going to come out of 
it, and maybe some good will 
come out.”

The president also told CBS 
News in an interview that he 
“hadn’t thought” about asking 
Putin to extradite the dozen 
Russian military intelligence 
officers indicted this past week 
in Washington on charges re-
lated to the hacking of Demo-
cratic targets in the 2016 U.S. 
election.

But after being given the idea 
by his interviewer, Trump said 
“certainly I’ll be asking about 
it.”

The United States has no ex-
tradition treaty with Moscow 
and can’t compel Russia to 
hand over citizens. A provision 
in Russia’s constitution pro-
hibits extraditing its citizens to 
foreign countries.

The president taped the in-
terview at his Turnberry golf 
resort in Scotland on Saturday, 
the day before he was set to 
leave for Helsinki for the sum-
mit. CBS released excerpts on 
Sunday.

Trump said he was approach-
ing the Putin meeting “with 
low expectations... I’m not go-
ing with high expectations.”

Trump declined to discuss his 
goals for the summit - “I’ll let 
you know after the meeting,” 
he said - but said he believes 
such get-togethers are benefi-
cial in and of themselves.

Assessing the Putin meeting, 

Trump said: “Nothing bad is 
going to come out of it, and 
maybe some good will come 
out.”

U.S. national security adviser 
John Bolton said the U.S. will 
not look for “deliverables” 
from Monday’s summit with 
Russia, stressing that talks will 
be “unstructured”.

Interviewed on ABC’S “This 
Week,” Bolton said the summit 
will start with a “direct one-
on-one conversation” between 
Trump and Putin and what 
happens from there “will be 
determined by the two parties.”

German Foreign Minister 
Heiko Maas warned Trump 
against making any unilateral 
deals with Russia that come 
with a cost for the United 
States’ Western allies.

Trump, who meets Putin in 
Finland on Monday, this week 
accused Germany of being a 
“captive” of Russia due to its 
energy reliance, before a NATO 
summit where he pressed allies 
to more than double defense 
spending.

On Thursday, Trump de-
scribed Putin as a “competitor” 
rather than an “enemy” and 
said he expected they would 
get on well when they hold 
their first summit in Helsinki. 
Trump also said the meeting 
with Putin may be the easiest 
on his Europe trip.

Maas welcomed the meeting, 
at which the U.S. president has 
said he will raise the issue of 
nuclear weapons reduction.

“We have always said that 
we need dialogue with Russia. 
That’s why it’s good if Wash-
ington and Moscow talk to 
each other,” Maas told the Bild 
am Sonntag newspaper. “It 
would be a step forward if this 
meeting also provided impetus 
for nuclear disarmament.”

But Maas added: “He who of-
fends his partners, risks losing 
in the end. Unilateral deals at 
the expense of one’s own part-
ners also harm the U.S. in the 
end.” 

A private meeting with Putin, 
without aides, has concerned 
some U.S. and European of-
ficials, who fear the Russian 
president may take advantage 
of the situation to continue to 
try and drive a wedge between 
the United States and its NATO 
allies. 
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