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parliament, in which more than half of law-
makers including the speaker lost their seats, 
instead voted for a nationwide one. Amiri 
said on Tuesday he supported only a partial 
recount. Sadr has warned that certain parties 
are trying to drag Iraq into a civil war. In an 
article published on Monday, he urged Iraqis 
to unite. “Stop fighting for seats, posts, gains, 
influence, power, and rulership,” Sadr wrote. 
“Is it not time to stand as one for building 
and reconstruction instead of burning ballet 
boxes or repeating elections just for one seat 
or two?” he added. “Is it not time to disarm 
and hand over weapons to the state instead of 
storing it in mosques so that it explodes and 
kills the innocent?”
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will abandon Hudaydah,” Dailami said 
on Wednesday. The operation is being led 
by Tareq Saleh, nephew of former President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh, who was killed by the 
Houthis after turning on them. Aid group 
CARE international said 30 airstrikes had 
hit the city on Wednesday morning.  

“Some civilians are entrapped, others 
forced from their homes. We thought it 
could not get any worse, but unfortunately 
we were wrong,” CARE’s acting country 
director, Jolien Veldwijk, said. The United 
Arab Emirates, the key Saudi ally in the 
invasion of Yemen, had set a Tuesday 
deadline for the Yemenis to withdraw from 
the city under UN-led negotiations or face 
an assault. Hadi visited the UAE in a rare 
move on Tuesday. Ahmed al-Absi, an em-
ployee in a private water station and father 
of five, said that he had cancelled plans to 
celebrate the end of Ramadan as a result of 
the operation. “Safety is more important 
than anything else, so instead of preparing 
to receive Eid, residents are preparing very 
well to save themselves from the coming 
battles in the city,” he told Middle East Eye. 
“Some residents decided to live in the base-
ments of their houses, others have already 
fled Hudaydah, but for me I will travel to 
Sanaa in the coming days, as I believe this 
is the best solution to save my family.” Oth-
ers in the deeply impoverished province are 
not fortunate. One street vendor, named 
Abdul Mageed al-Raimi, said he feared 
airstrikes would target camps housing dis-
placed residents and that, regardless, he did 
not have money to flee the city. “If I flee the 
city to camps, I will be a target of airstrikes, 
so I will stay at my house and Allah will 
protect me and all needy people from the 
battles,” Raimi told MEE. “We hardly eke 
out for our families, and instead of provid-
ing us with food, warring sides will bring 
the battles to the middle of the city. I am an 
illiterate man but I am aware that this is stu-
pid behavior by warring sides.” The United 
Nations - which has been evacuating staff 
this week - had warned that an attack on 
the densely populated city could have cata-
strophic humanitarian consequences. “A 
military attack or siege on Hudaydah will 
impact hundreds of thousands of innocent 
civilians,” the UN humanitarian coordina-
tor in the country, Lise Grande, said in a 
statement on Friday. “In a prolonged worst 
case, we fear that as many as 250,000 peo-
ple may lose everything - even their lives.” 
More than 10,000 people have been killed 
since Saudi Arabia led a bombing cam-
paign against Yemen. The conflict has also 
caused a cholera outbreak and brought the 
already impoverished nation to the verge 
of famine. On Monday, the UN Security 
Council voiced support for diplomatic ef-
forts to avert the attack on Hudaydah. UN 
aid chief Mark Lowcock, who also briefed 
the council, said an attack on the port city 
would be “catastrophic” and that aid agen-
cies were hoping to “stay and deliver” in 
Yemen, which the UN describes as the 
world’s worst humanitarian crisis. Yemen 
relies on imports for 90% of its food, and 
70% of those transit through Hudaydah, 
Lowcock said. Eleven humanitarian aid 
agencies, including Oxfam and Save the 
Children, separately wrote to British For-
eign Secretary Boris Johnson earlier this 
week urging him to warn Saudi Arabia 
that it will lose British support if it attacks 
Hudaydah. “If an attack does take place, 
casualties on all sides will be high, with a 
likely catastrophic impact on the civilian 
population,” they wrote. Abu Dhabi’s crit-
ics say the UAE military operations have 
focused on port cities to control commerce 
in the strategic region, not to drive out the 
Houthis.
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States and other Western countries of ap-
plying double standards by opposing Iran’s 
nuclear program, which he said was purely 
peaceful, while accepting the nuclear arms 

program of the occupying regime of Israel. 
“The West doesn’t criticize the Zionist re-
gime and have even helped them,” the YJC 
quoted Kamalvandi as saying. “Without the 
help of the West and America this regime 
could never have obtained nuclear weapons.” 
Also, Iran will soon start re-building the Arak 
heavy water reactor once China finishes ex-
amining the last phase of the re-designing 
process, he said. China and Iran “have had 
several contracts that are now operational 
and various steps of conceptual, basic and 
detailed designing are completed and after 
that the construction phase will begin,” Ka-
malvandi said. “According to the timetable, 
we have fortunately made good progress, and 
the detailed stage has been completed on our 
part and delivered to the Chinese side, which, 
after their approval, will enter the next stage 
within 2 to 3 months, that is, we’ll start the 
next phase of building and (installing the re-
actor’s) equipment,” he added. Kamalvandi 
said the US withdrawal from the Iran nuclear 
deal would not affect the re-designing pro-
cess and noted that the Chinese side has re-
affirmed its commitment to the JCPOA, and 
the Arak reactor re-designing. In April 2017, 
Iran and China signed the final version of a 
contract to redesign and modernize the Arak 
heavy water reactor in central Iran, an im-
portant step in line with the implementation 
of the JCPOA. According to the agreement, 
China undertook to review the new design of 
the Arak reactor made by the Iranian experts 
and confirm its compliance with the interna-
tional safety standards of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency. Iran is redesigning 
the 40-megawatt Arak research reactor to 
sharply cut its potential output of plutonium.
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Chinese, are working on the issue, he 
said, warning, however, “The time is lim-
ited.” Last month, U.S. President Donald 
Trump announced Washington’s pullout 
from the JCPOA, vowing to reinstate nu-
clear sanctions on Iran and impose “the 
highest level” of economic bans on the 
Islamic Republic. U.S. Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo also threatened Iran with the 
“strongest sanctions in history” if it did not 
comply with a list of steep demands. Zarif 
last visited South Africa back in October 
2017 to attend the 13th meeting of the two 
sides’ Joint Commission.

The Islamic Republic severed its ties with 
South Africa in 1979 and banned doing any 
business with the African country in protest 
against its apartheid policies. However, in 
January 1994, Tehran lifted all trade and 
economic sanctions against South Africa 
and diplomatic relations were reestablished 
soon.
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The Zionist regime is believed to have the 
region’s sole atomic arsenal.

Trump has said would be open to striking 
a new nuclear accord with Tehran. However, 
he says the existing deal negotiated under his 
predecessor Barack Obama had failed to ad-
dress Iran’s ballistic missile program. On top 
of this, he also cited the terms under which 
international inspectors can visit suspect Ira-
nian nuclear sites and “sunset” clauses, under 
which limits on the nuclear program start to 
expire after 10 years. Trump has insisted any 
deal with North Korea should include irrevers-
ible and verifiable denuclearization. Washing-
ton will reimpose a wide array of Iran-related 
sanctions after the expiry of 90- and 180-
day wind-down periods, including measures 
aimed at the oil sector and transactions with 
its central bank. Other remaining signatories 
of the deal - Britain, China, France, Germany 
and Russia- have criticized the U.S. exit and 
are still trying to salvage the accord.
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before police arrived on the scene. One 
of the hostages was a pregnant woman. 
Police said the motive for the attack was 
not clear, but there was no indication that 
the hostage-taker, who was described as 
unstable, had terrorism motives although 
authorities would not elaborate.  “Based 
on our initial investigations it could be a 
mentally unstable person whose motiva-
tions are still unclear,” a police source said. 
Some reports said the Moroccan man, who 
was believed to be armed, claimed that he 
had a bomb in his possession and “wanted 
to send a message to the Iranian embassy.” 
France is still on high alert after a string of 
attacks claimed the lives of more than 245 
people around the country over the past 
three years. Authorities have lifted a state 
of emergency that had been in place just 
after the Paris attacks in November 2015, 
but soldiers continue to patrol major tourist 
sites and transport hubs on an anti-terror 
mission.

BAGHDAD (Press TV) – The Iraqi 
military has received a new batch of South 
Korean KAI T-50 Golden Eagle supersonic 
advanced trainers and light combat aircraft 
under a deal struck between Baghdad and 
Seoul several years ago.

The Iraqi Air Force, in a statement, an-
nounced that six T-50 trainer jets had ar-
rived in a military airbase in Baghdad.

The Iraqi government confirmed on May 
4 that it had received the third batch of the 
South Korean combat aircraft. 

The Defense Ministry said that the ship-
ment included six T-50 jets.

In December 2013, Iraq signed a con-
tract for 24 South Korean T-50 fighter 
jets, plus additional equipment and pilot 
training over the next 20 years.

The contract was initially estimated at 
$1.1 billion, but the manufacturer Korea 
Aerospace Industries (KAI) later put the 

figure beyond $2 billion.
The KAI T-50 Golden Eagle’s maiden 

flight occurred in 2002. The aircraft en-
tered active service with the Republic of 
Korea Air Force in 2005.

On June 7, the Iraqi Defense Ministry 
stated that it had taken delivery of 39 
advanced T-90 battle tanks from Russia, 
adding that the armored fighting vehicles 
had been distributed between two battal-
ions of an army brigade.

The statement said that Iraqi military 
personnel had already been trained by 
Russian experts on how to operate the 
battle tanks.

The T-90 is a third-generation Russian 
battle tank built upon the time-proven So-
viet T-72 design.

It is among the best-selling tanks in the 
world, and known for its firepower, en-
hanced protection and mobility.

The T-90 features a smoothbore 2A46M 
125mm main gun, which can fire both 
armor-piercing shells and anti-tank mis-
siles.

The advanced tank also features sophisti-
cated armor, ensuring all-round protection 
of the crew and critical systems, including 
explosive reactive armor and active infra-
red jammers to defend it from inbound 
rocket-propelled grenades, anti-tank mis-
siles and other projectiles.

Indian, Algerian and Azerbaijani militar-
ies have purchased hundreds of T-90 battle 
tanks in past years. Kuwait, Vietnam and 
Egypt have also expressed strong interest 
in buying the tank.

The Iraqi military plans to reinforce its 
fleet of M1A1 Abrams main battle tanks 
with T-90s. A large number of American 
M1A1 Abrams tanks have been damaged 
in the fight against Daesh terrorists

DAMASCUS (Dispatches) – Syria’s Foreign Ministry has report-
edly informed Iraq of accelerated efforts to reopen al-Qaim border 
crossing, a post in eastern Syria that was long held by the Daesh ter-
rorist group.

In a meeting with Iraq’s Foreign Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari, Syr-
ian Ambassador to Baghdad Sattam Jad’an al-Dandah has deliv-
ered a message from Foreign Minister of Syria Walid Muallem, 
announcing an acceleration of efforts to reopen the border cross-
ing between Syria’s eastern city of al-Bukamal and Iraq’s western 
town of Qaim, RT reported.

In the meeting, the Iraqi foreign minister has stressed the need for 
coordination of stances and cooperation between the two neighbors 
to settle the region’s problems through peaceful solutions and non-
interference in the internal affairs of others, it added.

Al-Qaim border crossing, which connects Al-Bukamal in Syria’s 
Dayr al-Zawr Governorate to the city of Husaybah in Iraq’s Qaim 
district of Anbar Governorate, had fallen into the hands of Daesh 
terrorists who captured large areas of western Iraq in summer 2014.

In November 2017, Iraqi forces recaptured the city of Qaim from 
terrorists and gained control of the strategic border crossing.

AMMAN (Dispatches) – The Per-
sian Gulf state of Qatar has extended 
a $500 mln aid package to Jordan that 

includes investments, project finance 
and job opportunities for Jordanians, 
an official source said on Wednesday.

The aid package comes two days 
after Persian Gulf neighbors Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates pledged $2.5 billion of aid 
to Jordan to help the country’s cash-
strapped economy hit by a wave of 
protests over IMF-driven austerity 
measures.

The rescue package comprises the 
bailout in the form of a deposit in 
the Jordanian Central Bank, World 
Bank guarantees, and budgetary 
support over five years.

Jordan’s King Abdullah offered his 
gratitude to the three countries, add-
ing the package will “contribute to 
overcoming the crisis,” according to 
the SPA.

The European Union has also an-
nounced 20 million euros ($23.5 

million) in aid for Jordan.
Protests engulfed the cash-strapped 

country earlier this month after the 
government announced a fuel prices 
rise of up to 5.5 percent and a 19 
percent hike in electricity prices.

The price of fuel has risen on five 
occasions since the beginning of the 
year. An unpopular income tax law 
was also incensing the public until 
the government withdrew it in the 
face of the protests. 

The spikes are required by the 
International Monetary Fund, 
from which the country secured a 
$723-million loan in 2016.

The people have been calling for 
the “fall of the government,” and 
riots have spread throughout the 
country.

AL-QUDS (Dispatches) – Zion-
ist troops have arrested a Palestin-
ian suspected of killing a trooper 
during a raid in his West Bank ref-
ugee camp last month, the regime’s 
Shin Bet security agency said on 
Wednesday.

A statement released on behalf 
of the Shin Bet identified the sus-
pect as Islam Yusuf Hamid, 32, 
a resident of the Am’ari refugee 
camp near Ramallah city.

On May 24, a large force of the 
Duvdevan Unit, a special opera-
tion force, arrived at the refugee 
camp to arrest residents allegedly 
involved in “terror acts,” the mili-
tary said after the incident.

One of the troops, identified as 
St.-Sgt. Ronen Lubarsky, was 
allegedly hit by a marble slab 
thrown at him from the third floor 
of a building that the troops were 

surrounding.
The slab broke Lubarsky’s hel-

met and injured his head. He was 
taken to a hospital in a critical 
condition and succumbed to his 
wounds two days later.

The Zionist regime launched a 
wide manhunt to find the perpe-
trator.

According to the Shin Bet, 
Hamid was detained after the 
agency’s “intelligence indicated 
that he was suspected of having 
thrown the marble slab.”

During his interrogation, “it be-
came clear that Hamid had indeed 
thrown the slab in question from 
an adjacent building,” claimed 
the Shin Bet, without providing 
any proof.

Hamid has been under the Zi-
onist regime’s custody since last 
Wednesday but his arrest was 

kept under a court-issued gag or-
der.

“Hamid’s investigation is con-
tinuing,” the Shin Bet said, add-
ing that “all other details are sub-
ject to a gag order.”

The incident came amidst esca-
lating violence in the Gaza Strip, 
where Zionist regime have killed 
at least 122 Palestinians during 
the two-month-long protests near 
the fence.
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Palestinian Suspected of 
Killing Zionist Trooper Arrested

Jordanian demonstrators wave the national flags during a protest near 
the prime minister’s office in the capital Amman, June 6, 2018. 

Zionist troopers stand at the scene of the fatal shooting of a 
Palestinian in the West Bank city of al-Khalil on June 2, 2018. 
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