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ROME (Dispatches) - Italy plans to 
transfer some migrants crammed aboard 
a charity boat onto other vessels on 
Tuesday and then sail them all to Spain, 
despite appeals from humanitarian 
groups to let the group land immediately.

The 629 migrants, including 11 
children and seven pregnant women, 
have been drifting in the central 
Mediterranean aboard the Aquarius 
rescue ship since Sunday, when both 
Italy and Malta shut their ports to it.

Spain unexpectedly offered on 
Monday to take in the migrants, who 
were picked up off the Libyan coast 
over the weekend, but the Aquarius 
had still not moved more than 16 hours 
later as the authorities finalize logistics 
of the trip.

Italy’s coast guard said in a statement 
that two Italian ships would take on 
board some of the migrants, easing 

conditions on the overcrowded 
Aquarius. All three ships would then 
sail to the Spanish port of Valencia on a 
voyage expected to take four days.

Meanwhile, The UN refugee agency 
has called on Italy and Malta to 
immediately allow a boat carrying 
hundreds of migrants to dock, 
describing the situation as “an urgent 
humanitarian imperative.”

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban also welcomed a decision by 
Italy not to allow a charity vessel 
crammed with rescued migrants to 
dock in Italian ports, saying it showed 
a will to protect maritime borders “at 
last”.

“It was so depressing to hear for 
years that it is impossible to protect 
maritime borders,” Orban told a news 
conference. “Will power has returned 
to Italy.”

MOSCOW (Dispatches) - Russia 
will consider ways of retaliating 
to new U.S. sanctions, Deputy 
Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov 
was quoted as saying on Tuesday 
by Russia’s media.

“Of course, we will examine 
response measures… Especially 
since the last list of individuals and 
entities targeted by U.S. restrictive 
measures includes our citizens. So 
in this aspect, indubitably, we will 

implement response measures and 
select the ‘candidates’ who excel 
in their aggressive anti-Russia 
policies and decisively hamper 
the normalization of bilateral 
relations,” Ryabkov told Russia’s 
media.

Washington used a new pretext 
to introduce the latest restrictive 
measures as previously it has 
linked sanctions with Russia’s 
alleged meddling in the U.S. 

election or Crimea’s reunification, 
according to the official.

“It shows that the U.S. 
government, pursuing the goals 
formulated in the recently 
promulgated doctrines of various 
kinds on the so-called deterring 
Russia, does not stop at nothing,” 
Ryabkov noted.

Russia will continue to stick 
to its firm political course, using 
the sanctions as an impetus 
to further economic development, 
according to the deputy foreign 
minister.

“It would be the most effective 
response to the illegal policy 
of sanctions of the Trump 
administration,” Ryabkov stated.

On June 11, the United States 
sanctioned three Russian 
individuals and five entities 
under an executive order 
against malicious cyber activities 
and the Countering America’s 
Adversaries Through Sanctions 
Act (CAATSA) over threatening 
the safety and security of the 
United States and its allies.

Official: Expansion of U.S. Anti-Russia 
Sanctions to Be Retaliated

Activists Protest as Italy Prepares 
to Ship Migrants to Spain

BERLIN (AP) — Leaders of 
the International Monetary Fund, 
World Trade Organization and 
other agencies have warned that 
American protectionism could 
cause global economic damage, 
while the European Union backed 
a Group of Seven declaration that 
U.S. President Donald Trump 
abruptly refused to join.

At a meeting in Berlin hosted 

by Chancellor Angela Merkel, the 
German leader and top officials 
from a half-dozen international 
organizations said in a joint 
statement that the “increasing 
protectionist tendencies provide 
us with a clear incentive and 
opportunity to express our strong 
support for the multilateral trading 
system.”

Merkel, fresh from the G-7 

meeting in Canada, said those 
at the meeting were “firmly 
convinced that sustainable world 
economic development can only 
be achieved in cooperation and 
through win-win situations.”

She said with the Trump 
administration’s decision to 
implement new tariffs on 
aluminum and steel imports to the 
United States, “multilateralism 
right now is in a complicated and 
difficult phase.”

The meeting included the 
heads of the International 
Monetary Fund, the World Trade 
Organization, the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation 
and Development, the African 
Development Bank, the 
International Labor Organization, 
and a top World Bank official.

IMF head Christine Lagarde told 
reporters the global economy was 
in good shape, saying “the sun is 
still shining” but that it’s “getting 
darker by the day.”

Following the G-7 summit 
meeting over the weekend, Trump 
at first agreed to join a statement on 
trade the leaders issued. The U.S. 
president withdrew from it later, 
complaining he’d been blindsided 
by Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau’s criticism of his tariff 
threats during a summit-ending 
news conference.

Tripoli (Dispatches) - The Libyan 
National Army, commanded by 
Khalifa Haftar, has announced that its 
campaign against the last remaining 
terrorist pockets in the eastern city of 
Derna is nearing its final stages.

“The LNA controls most of the 
city, but there are still pockets of 
resistance,” LNA spokesman General 
Ahmed al-Mismari told media.

Mesmari said LNA forces were 
focusing on “sweep operations and 
tracking down terrorist elements”.

The spokesman called on displaced 
families to return to their homes in 
“liberated areas” of the city.

The LNA launched a ground 

offensive to take Derna last month 
after encircling the city - the last in 
eastern Libya to elude their control - 
for around two years.

The LNA is fighting a coalition 
known as the Derna Protection 
Force (DPF), which includes local 
combatants and extremist forces with 
links to groups in western Libya. 
The DPF includes fighters with 
connections to al-Qaeda, as well as 
foreign militants.

On Saturday and Sunday, the LNA 
said it had advanced in the district of 
Sheiha after hitting it with multiple air 
strikes, to the edge of Al Maghar in 
central Derna, a Mediterranean port.

Haftar Forces Close to Complete 
Capture of Libya’s Derna

EU, IMF Warn of U.S. Protectionism, 
Back Multilateral Trade

Some 629 people, including pregnant women and scores of children, were saved 
by SOS Mediterranean Saturday and are stuck aboard the French NGO’s ship 

Aquarius, which is currently between Malta and Sicily waiting for a secure port.

Soldiers from the self-styled army of Libyan general Khalifa Haftar take 
part in a military parade in the eastern city of Benghazi on May 7, 2018.

Back ground from left: Kristalina Georgieva, CEO of the World 
Bank, Guy Ryder, Director General of the International Labour 

Organisation, ILO, Angel Gurria, Secretary General of the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, OECD, 

Christine Lagarde, Managing Director of the International Monetary 
Fund, IWF, Roberto Carvalho de Azevedo, Director-General of the 

World Trade Organization, WTO, and Akinwumi Adesina, President 
of the African Development Bank, AfDB, attend a meeting with 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel, center front, at the chancellery in 
Berlin, Germany, Monday June 11, 2018. 

Russian deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov

BERLIN (Reuters) - The 
foreign ministers of Russia, 
Ukraine, Germany and France 
have met in Berlin to discuss 
the implementation of a fragile 
ceasefire for Ukraine and the 
deployment of a UN peacekeeping 
mission in the country’s conflict 
zone.

German Foreign Minister Heiko 
Maas said after the four-way talks 
that Russia and Ukraine agreed in 
principle on a UN peacekeeping 
mission, but their ideas about 
how to implement it were still 
“very much apart.”

“Regarding the parameters of a 
possible UN mission for Eastern 
Ukraine, we agreed to instruct 
our political directors to continue 
negotiations not about if but how 

such a mission could happen and 
discuss this in the coming weeks,” 
Maas said.

It was the first meeting of the 
foreign ministers since February 
2017, though lower level officials 
have met regularly in the past four 
years in the so-called Normandy 
format to try to resolve the 
separatist conflict in Eastern 
Ukraine, in which more than 
10,000 people have been killed.

Relations between Moscow 
and Kiev have been tense since 
a popular uprising drove a pro-
Russian president from power 
in 2014. Russia went on to 
annex Crimea from Ukraine and 
backed a pro-Russian separatist 
insurgency in the country’s east.

A ceasefire agreement that was 

signed in February 2015 in Minsk 
has failed to end the violence, 
with fighters from both sides 
violating the peace plan on a 
nearly daily basis.

“We know that there was a 
lack of will to implement these 
commitments in the past,” Maas 
said in a joint news conference 
with his French counterpart Jean-
Yves Le Drian.

Maas said all sides agreed 
that they should stick to the 
Minsk peace plan from now on, 
including the removal of heavy 
weaponry from combat zones and 
a further exchange of prisoners.

France and German also offered 
Ukraine and Russia logistical help 
for the securing of minefields in 
the combat zones, he added.

Ukraine, Russia Fail to Agree on UN Peacekeeping Mission

LONDON (Reuters) - A junior British 
justice minister said on Tuesday he will 
resign and will vote with pro-European 
Union rebels who want parliament to 
have the power to force the government 
to go back to the negotiating table if 
they reject a Brexit deal.Phillip Lee 
accused the government of trying to 
limit parliament’s role in shaping the 
Britain’s departure from the EU and 
said the government’s Brexit strategy 
was detrimental to the British people.
His resignation came hours before 
British Prime Minister Theresa May 
faces crunch votes in parliament and 
a potential showdown with pro-EU 
rebels in her ruling party over whether 
parliament can prevent a no-deal Brexit.

***
HONOLULU (AP) — Officials on 

Hawaii’s Big Island are letting some 
people back into their homes and 
scaling down emergency operations as 
lava flows into the ocean on a path that 
isn’t threatening new areas.County 
Civil Defense Agency Administrator 
Talmadge Magno told reporters 
Monday that fewer workers are needed 
to staff a 24-hour operations center 
and officials are reducing checkpoints.
Hawaiian Volcano Observatory 
geologist Janet Babb says there hasn’t 
been a lot of change in recent days as 
lava from an erupting volcano keeps 
spewing from a crack in the ground. It 
is flowing toward a community that got 
wiped out last week.

***
LONDON (Dispatches) - A 

transatlantic flight has been diverted 
to Shannon Airport in Ireland, after 
what is understood to be a bomb threat 
was found inside the plane.United 
Airlines said flight UA971, from Rome 
to Chicago, had been diverted due to 
a “potential security concern”.Irish 
police have confirmed a message was 
found inside the plane.There are reports 
in Irish media that it was found in a 
toilet and handwriting samples have 
been gathered from passengers.The 
207 passengers and 11 crew members 
disembarked the Boeing 767-330 at 
Shannon in County Clare at about 
14:15 local time.

***
MADRID (Reuters) – Spain’s 

Supreme Court on Tuesday cut a 
more-than six-year jail sentence 
for the King’s brother-in-law to five 
years and 10 months for charges 
including tax fraud and embezzlement 
after an appeal, the court said.Inaki 
Urdangarin was found guilty and 
sentenced to six years and three 
months in February last year for 
using royal connections to overcharge 
regional governments through public 
contracts to stage sports and tourist 
events and with tax fraud.Urdangarin 
lives with Princess Cristina and 
their four children in Switzerland.
The original ruling by a provincial 
Mallorcan court came after a six-
year investigation and amid a slew of 
corruption cases against politicians 
and public figures.

***
PARIS (Dispatches) – An 18th century 

Chinese vase found in a shoebox in an 
attic in France sold for 16.2 million 
euros (£14.3 million) at auction in 
Paris on Tuesday.The price was more 
than 20 times the estimate of 500,000 
euros to 700,000 euros auctioneers 
Sotheby’s had put on the item. It was 
the highest price reached for a single 
item sold by Sotheby’s in France.The 
vase spent some of its life stashed in 
an attic with other items that formed 
part of an inheritance. A French family 
retrieved the vase and brought it to the 
auctioneer.

***
ATHENS/SKOPJE (Dispatches) 

– Greece and Macedonia said on 
Tuesday they are close to a deal to 
resolve a dispute over the ex-Yugoslav 
republic’s name that has dogged the 
two countries for decades.The row 
has stymied Macedonian attempts 
to join the European Union and 
the NATO military alliance in a region 
where the two organizations jostle for 
influence with Russia.Athens says its 
northern neighbor should not be called 
Macedonia because it amounts to a 
territorial claim on a northern Greek 
province of the same name.

ORLANDO, Florida (Reuters) - A 
Florida man has killed four children 
and shot a police officer before he took 
his own life, ending a daylong standoff 
with police, police said.

The standoff started shortly before 
on Monday when police responded 
to a domestic violence call from a 
woman at an apartment complex in 
Orlando, Florida, the Orlando Police 
Department said on Twitter.

When police arrived, the suspect 
shot a police officer and then 
barricaded himself inside an 

apartment where he held hostage 
four children ages 1, 6, 10 and 11, 
police said.

The standoff ended at about 9 p.m. 
local time on Monday, when police 
entered the apartment and found the 
children and the suspect Gary Wayne 
Lindsey Jr. dead of gunshot wounds, 
Orlando Police Chief John Mina told 
reporters during a press conference.

“Our hearts go out to all of the 
families involved,” he said.

The officer who was shot was in 
critical condition, Mina said.

Four Children Held Hostage 
in Florida Found Dead 


