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TEHRAN (IFP) -- The West 
Asia’s first stem cell production 
factory has been inaugurated in a 
ceremony in Tehran.

The plant was launched in 

a ceremony attended by First 
Vice-President Es’haq Jahangiri, 
Health Minister Hassan Qazizadeh 
Hashemi and Vice-President for 
Science and Technology Sorena 

Sattari, among other officials.
According to a report by IRINN, 

the plant set up by Barakat 
Pharmaceutical Company and 
Royan Research Institute, is tasked 

with manufacturing products 
including Monocell, Ricollersal 
and Rhinooderm cell which are 
used to treat various cardiovascular, 
skin and skeletal diseases.

Speaking in the ceremony, 
Jahangiri said Iran has managed 
to overcome huge challenges and 
is determined to achieve great 
scientific progress.

“We dealt with hardships, 
including various sanctions, and 
managed to pass all these tests,” he 
said.

The factory is run by Celltech 
Pharmed, a company established 
in 2014 to work on stem cells, 
biotechnology, nanotechnology 
and pharmaceuticals.

Many scientists and researchers 
around the globe have been 
studying stem cells so that they 
can utilize their features in order to 
ensure the human health.

They have managed to use 
these cells to overcome certain 
challenges facing the prevention 
and treatment of complications.

Near the city of Lahijan, north of Iran and on the slopes of the mountains and among the green tea fields, there is a 
spectacular monument belonging to a Sufi named Sheikh Tadj’ad-Dīn Ebraheem, who is known as Sheikh Zahed Gilani. 

Courtesy: Tasnim News Agency

 This Day in History
(May 17) 

Today is Thursday; 27th of the Iranian month of Ordibehesht 1397 solar hijri; 
corresponding to 1st of the Islamic month of Ramadhan 1439 lunar hijri; and May 17, 
2018, of the Christian Gregorian Calendar.

Today marks the First Day of the blessed fasting month of Ramadhan – the month 
of revelation of the Holy Qur’an and the season of divine blessings. In description of 
the grandeur of this month, Prophet Mohammad (blessings of God upon him and his 
progeny) has hailed its days and nights as the best days and nights of year, while calling 
on Muslims to benefit from the blessings of Ramadhan. The Night of Qadr marks the 
night that the Holy Qur’an was revealed. The martyrdom anniversary of the Prophet’s 
1st Infallible Successor, Imam Ali (AS) and the birth anniversary of his elder son, 
Imam Hasan Mojtaba (AS), the 2nd Infallible Imam, are the other important events of 
Ramadhan. We call on God Almighty to assist us to make use of the spiritual blessings 
of the fasting month of Ramadhan in the best possible manner.

1231 lunar years ago, on this day in 208 AH, the virtuous lady Seyyedah Nafisa 
passed away at the age of 63 in Fustat in what later became Cairo in Egypt, while 
engrossed in the recitation of the holy Qur’an. Daughter of Hassan al-Anwar and 
granddaughter of Zayd al-Ablaj, a son of Imam Hasan Mojtaba (AS) – the Prophet’s 
elder grandson and 2nd Infallible Heir – she was born in Medina and was the wife 
of Seyyed Ishaq al-Mo’tamen, a son of Imam Ja’far as-Sadeq (AS), the Prophet’s 6th 
Infallible Heir. In 193 AH, she had visited Damascus, Syria, for pilgrimage to the shrine 
of the Heroine of Karbala, the Prophet’s granddaughter Harzat Zainab (peace upon her). 
Seyyedah Nafisa, like her husband, was considered an authority on Hadith, and people 
would flock to the classes that she held in Egypt for acquainting the people with the 
religious sciences of the Ahl al-Bayt. She performed the annual Hajj pilgrimage some 
thirty times and was known for her piety and miraculous powers that included curing 
the ill and saving Egyptians and the Nile River from drought. She was mother of Seyyed 
Qasim and Seyyedah Omm Kolthoum, while her equally pious niece, Seyyedah Zainab 
(daughter of her brother Seyyed Yahya), also has a much-visited shrine in Cairo, which 
some people wrongly think to be the resting place of the Heroine of Karbala, Hazrat 
Zainab (peace upon her). The shrine of Seyyedah Nafisa is among the most visited 
pilgrimage centres in Egypt. Today, especially on Sundays and Thursdays, thousands of 
people visit her shrine. It is also a custom to hold wedding ceremonies near there. Each 
year on the birth anniversary of Hazrat Nafisa on the 11th of Rabi al-Awwal, ceremonies 
are held in Egypt. 

1072 solar years ago, on this day in 946 AD, al-Qa’em-be-Amrillah, the second self-
styled caliph of the Fatemid Shi’a Muslim dynasty of Ifriqiya or what are now Tunisia, 
Algeria and Libya in northern Africa, died at the age 51 in Mahdiya in present day 
Tunisia after a 12-year reign, and was succeeded by his son, Ismail al-Mansur. 

1011 lunar years ago, on this day in 428 AH, Abu Ali Hussain Ibn Abdullah Ibn Sina, 
the prominent Iranian Islamic genius, who was a physician, mathematician, philosopher, 
and astronomer, passed away at the age of 58 in Hamedan. He had memorized the Holy 
Qur’an at a young age and then mastered logic, astronomy, and geometry, to such an 
extent that at the age of 18, he was considered an authority in most sciences of his day. 
Due to successful medical treatment of the Samanid King, Nouh ibn Mansour, he was 
allowed to use the royal library at Bukhara. He was a genius, who because of his political 
views and religious tendencies in favour of the Ahl al-Bayt of Prophet Mohammad 
(SAWA), found himself persecuted by Sultan Mahmoud of Ghazna. Known as Avicenna 
to medieval Europe, his works were translated into Latin and for several centuries were 
taught at most western universities. Among his valuable books, mention can be made of 
the book: “Shafa” on philosophy; and “al-Qanoun fi’t-Tibb” on medicine.

706 lunar years ago, on this day in 732 AH, the Muslim historian and historiographer, 
Abdur-Rahman ibn Mohammad Ibn Khaldun, was born in Tunis into an affluent Spanish 
Arab family that had settled in North Africa because of Christian onslaughts. He is 
regarded as one of the forerunners of modern historiography, sociology, and economics. 

478 solar years ago, on this day in 1540 AD, the Battle of Bilgram near the town of the 
same name in northern India led to the resounding defeat of Mughal Emperor, Naseer 
od-Din Humayun, by the Afghan warlord Sher Khan Suri, who now became the master 
of Delhi and Agra and assumed the title of Sher Shah. Humayun, who could not use his 
artillery during the surprise attack because of heavy rains, barely escaped with his life 
and became a fugitive, finally fleeing to Iran to the court of Shah Tahmasp Safavi. Later, 
with Iranian military help, he returned to the Subcontinent and on the death of Sher Shah 
reclaimed the throne of Delhi.    

269 solar years ago, on this day in 1749 AD, English physician and surgeon, Edward 
Jenner, who discovered vaccination for smallpox, was born. 

213 solar years ago, on this day in 1805 AD, Albanian general, Mohammad Ali Pasha, 
who was dispatched to Egypt by the Ottoman Sultan, following the withdrawal of 
Napoleon Bonaparte and his occupying French forces in 1801, proclaimed himself the 
“Khedive” (Persian for Viceroy or Ruler) of Egypt and Sudan by eliminating all rivals. 
During his almost half-a-century rule he transformed Egypt into a regional power which 
he saw as the natural successor to the decaying Ottoman Empire. Mohammad Ali Pasha 
established the dynasty that lasted till the military coup of 1952 and the ouster of King 
Farouq by General Mohammad Najib and Colonel Jamal Abd an-Nasser.

153 solar years ago, on this day in 1865 AD, in the presence of representatives of 
twenty countries in Paris and following the conclusion of first international contract in 
the domain of communications, the International Telegraph Union was founded and its 
international bylaw was prepared and approved. This day is thus named as International 
Communications Day. In 1932, according to decisions of the Madrid Conference, the 
International Telegraph Union was renamed International Telecommunication Union 
(ITU), and all its bylaws were reviewed. In 1947, ITU became a UN affiliate.

109 solar years ago, on this day in 1909 AD, Dutch orientalist, Michael Jan de Goeje, 
died at the age of 73 after half-a-century of research and publication of several valuable 
Arabic works of Islamic geographers and historiographers, such as Seyyed Mohammad 
al-Hasani al-Idrisi of Sicily, and the Iranians Abu’l-Qasim Ibn Khordadbeh and Abu 
Ja’far Tabari. He also contributed to the work of other orientalists by careful proofreading 
and by revising books like William Wright’s “Grammar of the Arabic Language” and his 
edition of the “Reḥla” or “Travels of Ibn Jobayr”. At the age of seventy-one, de Goeje 
accepted the editorship of the first edition of The Encyclopaedia of Islam but was soon 
forced to resign owing to ill health; he did not live to see the first volume in print.

79 solar years ago, on this day in 1939 AD, the British occupation authorities of 
Palestine released a so-called White Paper on the threshold of World War II for illegally 
settling 100,000 more European Zionists, as a prelude to the planting of the usurper 
state of Israel. The Palestinians rejected the plan, which they sensed was a prelude 
for complete occupation of their homeland. In 1942, in a conference held in the US, 
European Zionists formally called for the establishment of a usurper Jewish state in 
Palestine called Israel.

31 solar years ago, on this day in 1987, during the 8-year war imposed by the US on 
Islamic Iran through Saddam, Iraqi jetfighters fired missiles at the US Warship “Stark” 
killing 37 American soldiers and wounding scores of others. The Ba’th minority regime 
of Baghdad immediately offered apology to the US, and Washington which was in 
league with Saddam against Iran, quickly responded by calling the attack and the death 
of its soldiers as a case of mistaken identity. Experts believe Iraq’s missile attack on 
the USS Stark and the death of US personnel was preplanned by both Washington and 
Baghdad to portray the Persian Gulf region as unsafe so as to enable the US send more 
warships for intimidating the Islamic Republic of Iran.

9 solar years ago, on this day in 2009 AD, the prominent Source of Emulation, Grand 
Ayatollah Mohammad Taqi Bahjat Foumani, passed away in Holy Qom at the age of 
94 years. He was born in the city of Fouman, Gilan Province, in northern Iran, and 
completed his preliminary studies in his hometown. After learning Arabic, he left for the 
seminary of Holy Najaf in Iraq in 1929 for higher studies. He returned to Iran in 1945, 
and settled in Qom, lecturing on jurisprudence and theology, and grooming numerous 
students. His most important characteristic was his spotless piety that influenced every 
one. He was a highly knowledgeable Islamic scholar, and it is said he had been gifted 
by God with the vision for the unseen. He has left behind a large number of valuable 
compilations, including “Kitab-e Salaat” and “Jama’e al-Masa’el”.

(Courtesy: IRIB English Radio – http://parstoday.com/en)

West Asia’s First Stem Cell 
Production Plant Opens

TEHRAN (Honaronline)-An 
innovative group art exposition, 
showcasing paintings, sculptures, 
video art, photography and 
decorative art has opened its 
doors to visitors at the Mellat 
Complex Gallery. 

Ali Mohammad Zare’, the 
director of Iran Contemporary 
Art Museum, Negar Naderi, the 
head of the Iranian Sculptors 
Association, and a number of 
contemporary artists, gallery 
owners, art collectors and fans 
attended the opening ceremony 
on Tuesday.

Innovative 
Group Art 

On Display in 
Tehran

BERLIN (Dispatches) - Making 
tumor cells glow: medical 
physicists have developed a new 
method that can generate detailed 
three-dimensional images of the 
body’s interior. This can be used 
to more closely investigate the 
development of cancer cells in 
the body.

“Our aim is to visualize cancer 
cells inside the living body to 
find out how they function, how 
they spread and how they react 

to new therapies,” says medical 
physicist Professor Jan Laufer 
from Martin Luther University 
Halle-Wittenberg (MLU), 
Germany. He specializes in the 
field of photo acoustic imaging, 
a process that uses ultrasound 
waves generated by laser beams 
to produce high-resolution, three-
dimensional images of the body’s 
interior.

“The special feature of 
phytochrome proteins is that 

they alter their structure and thus 
also their absorption properties 
depending on the wavelength 
of the laser beam. These results 
in changes to the amplitude 
of the ultrasound waves that 
are generated in the tumor 
cells. None of the other tissue 
components, for example blood 
vessels, have this property -- 
their signal remains constant,” 
Laufer says. By calculating 
the difference between the two 

images, a high-resolution, three-
dimensional image of the tumor 
cells is created, which is free 
of the otherwise overwhelming 
background contrast.

The development of Halle’s 
medical physicists can be applied 
to a wide range of applications in 
the preclinical research and the 
life sciences. In addition to cancer 
research, the method can be used 
to observe cellular and genetic 
processes in living organisms.

New Method Developed to 
Generate 3D Images of Cancer Cells


